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The PRESIDENT I declare open the 965th plenary meeting of the Conference on
Disarmament.

At the very outset, | should like extend a cordial welcome to Ambassador
Zdzistaw Rapacki, who hasaently assumed his responsibil#tias representative of Poland
at the Conference on Disaament. | should like to take thigportunity to assure him of our
cooperation and support inis new assignment.

Before we proceed to our businesidudd like to extend a warm welcome to the
Nagasaki Peace Messengers and citizens offd&gavho are following our plenary meeting
today. For several years now, students from N&gasae been visiting the Geneva branch of
the Department for Disarmament Affairs wneey, on behalf of thousands of students from
Nagasaki and Hiroshima, a message calling foreanaisarmament. It is encouraging to see
that the younger generation is so devotetthéonoble cause of arms control and disarmament
and so interested in the worktbe Conference on Disarmament.

Today, we are bidding farewell to Angsador Yaakov Levy, Permanent Representative
of Israel, who is leaving Geva to assume new duties.

Since joining the Conferee on Disarmament in September 2000, Ambassador Levy has
represented his country for almost four yeasitt great dedication, gh professionalism and
outstanding diplomatic skills. During his presimty of the Conference on Disarmament in 2003,
Ambassador Levy contributed considerably ® ithprovement of the working methods of the
Conference. He has his well-deserved shaveonking out the basis for the enhancement of the
engagement of civil society in the worktbe Conference. He also conducted intensive
consultations on issues that, otiene, acquired new relevancechuas terrorism and weapons
of mass destruction, as well as compliandé wultilateral arms @ntrol and disarmament
agreements.

On behalf of the Conference on Disarmamastywell as on my own behalf, | should like
to wish Ambassador Levy and his famihych success and happiness in the future.

| have on today'’s list of speakers for the plenary meeting two speakers:
Ambassador Yaakov Levy of Israel and Arebador Yoshiki Mine of Japan. However,
before giving them the floor, | should like make some opening remarks as Myanmar
assumes the presidency of the Conference.

It is a great honour for me as well as for coyntry to preside over this august forum,
the Conference on Disarmament, during toncluding part of its 2004 session.

The last presidency of the year is the ninesitic one. It entails report-writing, winding
up the activities of the CD, laying down the groundwork for next year’s session and
endeavouring to make advances, togkint possible, on substantive issues.

Myanmar was a founder member of thighteen-Nation Disarmament Committee
(ENDC) in 1962. Since then, Myanmar has paréiteg in various disarmament forums and has
made its modest contributions in the fieldaofns control and disarmament. Myanmar has
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assumed the presidency three times in the Conference on Disarmament. It is a great privilege fc
me to have this opportunity to serve as thltRresident of the CD from Myanmar in this
august body.

The year 2004 is the year of the Group of 21. | should like to pay tribute to my
colleagues from the G-21, Amassador Amina Mohamed Kénya, Ambassador Rajmah
Hussain of Malaysia, Ambassad@ablo Macedo of Mexico, Abassador Khasbazaryn Bekhbat
of Mongolia and Ambassador Omidilale of Morocco, for the db leadership and diplomatic
skills with which they haveanducted the proceedings of the @lring their tenures. | also
wish to express my deep appreciation to $&rgei Ordzhonikidze, Secretary-General of the
Conference on Disarmament, Mr. Enrideeman-Morey, Deputy Secretary-General,

Mr. Jerzy Zaleski and other members of $keretariat for their valuable support and
cooperation.

The CD is at a critical juncture. After eight years of inaction in this forum, the
international community is looking to tl@&D to revitalize its work and to accomplish
substantive progress. The establishmemidofioc committees or a programme of work
remains elusive.

Nevertheless, there have been useful and constructive activities and developments at the
2004 session of the CD. Under the presidesfddmbassador Amina Mohamed of Kenya the
CD took a decision on enhancement of the engageé of civil society in the work of the
Conference, under which non-govermtad organizations will bellacated, after the adoption of
a programme of work by the CD, one informp@nary meeting at itsnnual session to address
the Conference.

Under the presidency of Ambassadojrh Hussain of Malaysia, an open-ended
informal consultation was held on the wgntogramme. Under the presidencies of
Ambassador Pablo MacedbdMexico and Ambassador Khaglaayn Bekhbat of Mongolia and
Ambassador Omar Hilale of Maroo, seven informal plenary meetings were held on the issues
on the agenda of the Conference on Disarmamiéarthermore, under the presidency of
Ambassador Omar Hilale of Morocco, one mf@al plenary meeting was held on “new and
additional issues related tcetiagenda of the Conference@isarmament”, and two informal
plenary meetings were held on the “methodolofjthe work programme of the Conference on
Disarmament”. This has generated pdwlemomentum and interest in the CD.

We should take good advantage of such mmuore and interest to move forward in the
CD and to explore possibilities with a view to reaching consensus on the establishment of ad hot
committees or a programme of work.

In Myanmar there is a saying that, inatéver you do, the most important and crucial
factor is to have an approgté outlook or consideration Yawnisaw manasikara’.
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It is the way one looks at things and theywae projects one’s vision as to what one can
achieve. Depending on the way one looks at it,;oag say that a glass is half full or half
empty. Likewise, one may consider one’s positiully justified, and may consider that the
other parties ought to make accommodations to reach an agreement.

It is only when one can adopt an appraeri@nd correct outlook and take a balanced
view, taking into account the position of théet parties as well as one’s own, that one can
create a “win-win” situation and achieve a sucagssfitcome. | hope that the member States of
the CD will be able to adopt such gopeopriate and positive outlook and show maximum
flexibility. This will contribute to our seardior common ground and to finding a solution to the
current problem.

May | take this opportunity to outline whiaintend to do or the work plan for the
remaining period of this year's session? It ¢stisof the ongoing process of consultations on
the establishment of ad hoc committees pragramme of work; the ongoing process of
consultations on interim steps such as the app@nt of a special coordinator or special
coordinators to facilitate thgrocess with a view to reaclgimgreement on the programme of
work; the convening of informal @hary meetings; and report-writing.

It is late in the year. We have thdfidult and heavy responsibility of report-writing
ahead of us. Nevertheless, as the Presidened@dmference, | shall ngtve up efforts to make
progress on substantive issues. Our priorithésestablishment of ad hoc committees or a
programme of work. There habeen many important proposatgmely the A-5 proposal, my
own proposal and many other inthiees. | will continue my dbrts and consultations on the
basis of these proposals and fresh inputs from the delegations.

Sometimes, it can be helpful to take interiepstto facilitate the process with a view to
achieving our main objectives. In this context, | will continue my consultations on the
appointment of a special coordinaty special coordinators if @an help us in our endeavours.

Most of the delegations to the CD have mied me that they favour the convening of a
few more informal plenary meetings. Takingpimccount their desirand willingness to have a
few more informal plenary meetings, | intencctinvene an informal plenary meeting on “how
to move forward on substantive issues/progre of work” on Tuesday 24 August 2004, in the
morning.

In so doing, we will use the provision of the decision on the improved and effective
functioning of the Conference on Disarmaineontained in document CD/1036 concerning,
inter alia, the holding of aadditional meeting during the 22mekek of the CD’s session, which
this year begins on Monday, 23 August.

Here | should like to stress that it is importeamhave structured and focused discussions.
Delegations are invited to caiitute their views ospecific aspects of the A-5 proposal and
other specific aspects on the programme of worlapptears that the majority of delegations can
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go along with the A-5 proposal. Those delegations which are not in a position to go along with
the A-5 proposal should explain and make ssgges on ways and means to modify the
A-5 proposal.

All delegations are also invideo express their views on specific substantive issues rather
than making general comments.

The Conference on Disarmament is a unigsétirtion. It cannot be recreated under the
prevailing political circumstances. Nor café replaced by another body as the sole
multilateral negotiating forum in the field of arms control and disarmament in the foreseeable
future. The CD has the capacity to deliver concrete results when there exists political will and
concerted efforts by the member States to negotiate arms control and disarmament agreements.
One shining example is the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT). Incidentally,
there will soon be the presentation of a book on the CTBT in the CD this morning by
Ambassador Jaap Ramaker of Metherlands, who presided owbe successful conclusion of
negotiations on the draft treaty as the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee on a Nuclear Test
Ban. The Treaty on the Non-ProliferatiohNuclear Weapons, the Biological Weapons
Convention and the Chemical Weapons Converdreralso among the important international
treaties delivered by the CD and its predecessoebodt is therefore incumbent on all of us to
revitalize this most valuable multilateral institution.

One of the cardinal rules of the CD is the rule of consensus. The position of each and
every member State counts. Thertseand demerits of this ruleave been the focus of much
heated debate. In my view, it is the strengtthefCD. We should respect the rule of consensus.
| will therefore respect the position of each awery delegation. | will take into account the
position of each and every delegation in trying to find common ground on substantive issues as
well as on procedural amgements. Bearing this in mindhdve transmitted to all the member
States a letter and a questionado facilitate the process mitensive consultations. | am
consulting all the delegations in the CD.

With your support and cooperation, | will doy best to make such progress as is
warranted by the collective will and the consensus of the member States of the CD.

I now give the floor to Ambassador Yaakov Levy of Israel.

Mr. LEVY (Israel): Mr. President, since ittise first time | am taking the floor under
your presidency, let me congratulate you on yalavation to this high post; be assured that our
delegation will support you in your endeavoukéany thanks also for the kind words addressed
to me in your opening remarks regarding my departure.

During four years of work in the Confer@on Disarmament, the Israeli delegation has
participated in an active and sincere manneliscussions, both formal and informal, and
consultations, in plenary sessions as wellsin the Western Group, culminating in our
assuming the rotating presidency of the Conference about a year ago.
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This involvement, including presidirayer the Conference, is in our view a
demonstration of Israel’s parii@tion, on an equal footing, in the work of the international
community.

Israel has also participated in other disamment forums taking place in Geneva, in our
view demonstrating in a constitive fashion its involvemeim the CCW negotiations, where
agreement was reached on the fifth protocol regarding explosive remnants of war, thus taking ar
active part in the only recent achievent in the world of disarmament.

These four years of activity in the Conference on Disarmament have coincided with
events that have changed the outlook of the worltiszfrmament. | refer of course to the events
of 11 September and the emergence of the tbfehe combination of terrorism and weapons of
mass destruction, as well as recevelations regarding the lack of efficacy of the international
regimes and the need to bring them up to date.

In four years of work in the CD, we hakexently withessed an interesting momentum
around the initiative of the Ambassador of»® and his successors, especially the
Ambassador of Morocco. This initiative createfbrmal discussions regarding various subjects
on the agenda, culminating in a discussion on the subject of emerging threats. This discussion
and its continuation will no doubt enable the @better connect witburrent reality and
emerge as an up-to-date body rather than as an isolated and lofty forum. It is imperative that
members of the CD be fully cognizant of current emerging threats, otherwise the chance of a
breakthrough in its work could be remote.

Disarmament is, in our view, not a goalsagh, rather an instrument through which
countries secure their vital intsts. Israel, like any other mestof the Conference, will view
and evaluate any proposal through this pri§ihe consensus mode is crucial to such an
important forum, ensuring that each country Wwélable to feel comfortable in examining any
proposals in the light of its particular securitteirests. Consensus is a cornerstone of the world
of disarmament.

The involvement of civil society in the woof the CD, in a measured way has taken
some steps forward recently, beginning with itmtiative of the Irish presidency, continuing
with our own presidency and culminating with fveposal presented by the Kenyan presidency.
We feel a degree of satisfactiombeing party to this process.

On a more personal note, my four yearsamassador and Perment Representative to
the Conference on Disarmament as well abedUnited Nations anather international
organizations have given me the pleasure tefacting with a multifaceted and multicultural
world present in Geneva and in this hall.eT®onference on Disarmament, considered a most
exclusive club embraced me akih member even though, as all of you know, as an ambassador
who covers other organizationsyas often called away, like otheolleagues, to take part in
other forums, sometimes even on days ehpty and regional group meetings. Still, |
appreciate my colleagues’ readiness to inteaadtupdate me on an equal footing as a full
member of the CD ambassadotedm, thus demonstrating that the members of this Conference
indeed constitute what is known as the “best club in town”.
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Even though the achievements of the Caiee have fallen short of what we would
have liked, the ability to interact on a continudofrmal, high-level phteau is an enriching
experience which | will take back with me.

As an ambassador of a country that is not yet fully recognized by some Members of the
United Nations, | had hoped that my stay in Genen international town, would enable me to
find new avenues for discussion and exchamigfe colleagues of such countries, where
opportunities are denied to us onilateral level. This has begumartially realized. Still, | am
thankful for all these colleagues, who, even mdbsence of formal diplomatic ties between our
countries, did not hesitate to engage me on &tyeof formal and informal levels, contributing,

I would hope, to a better perception of both sidéews, a process wth will ultimately and
inevitably lead to better underatiing of the difficult path betweesonflict in our region and its
peaceful resolution.

The PRESIDENT I thank Ambassador Levy of Israel for his statement and the
farewell message, and for the kind words addcess¢he Chair. | now give the floor to
Ambassador Yoshiki Mine of Japan.

Mr. MINE (Japan): Mr. President, at the outset, | would like to congratulate you on the
assumption of the presidency and express myesenappreciation of your efforts to move the
Conference forward at this very critical junctudenvould like to assure you of the full support
and cooperation of my tegation in our common efforts twing this stalemate to an end.

| support the President’s initiative on infornpdénary meetings to provide impetus to the
substantive work of the CD. The informal megsirhave proved usefulVe have had in-depth
discussions at the informal plenary meetings updevious presidencies. | would like to take
this opportunity to express appreciation tiee excellent work of Ambassador Macedo,
Ambassador Bekhbat adnbassador Hilale.

I would also like to stress the importancehad function of formal plenary meetings.
Informal meetings have their own virtue, aliag us to express our views more frankly and
interact with each other more easily, whereas&d plenaries have their own benefits, pinning
down our work in a formal manner, thus enabling us to solidify our developments. We should
extract elements from the informal meetings that are worth registering formally.

Having said this, | would like to speak briefly about the sixteenth United Nations
Conference on Disarmament Issues recently held in Sapporo, Japan, from 26 to 29 July. Japan
has sponsored a United Nations Conference on Daaent Issues in a different local city each
year since 1989. The theme of this year’'s emrice, the second to be held in Sapporo, was
“Mounting challenges to peace and security and disarmament today”.

The Conference was organized by thetéthNations Department for Disarmament
Affairs and the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Asia and the
Pacific, in close coggration with the Government dapan, Sapporo city and the Hokkaido
prefecture.
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More than 80 participants attendé@dm Governments, academic institutes,
non-governmental organizations and the pr&3s.our side, Mr. Kaunori Tanaka gave a
welcome address in his capacity as Parliamgr@acretary for Foreign Affairs. From Geneva,
the Ambassador of Malaysia, MRajmah Hussain, participated in the Conference, as she
mentioned the other day.

The Conference provided an invaluable oppaty for interaction between experts and a
deepening understanding of disarmament and ndifguation issues, such as the nuclear black
market, strengthening the International Atomic Energy Agency, challenges and prospects of the
2005 Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nucl&gdeapons Review Conference, strengthening
multilateralism, regional security in north-east Asia and the role of civil society.

Also, the Conference was artribution to disarmamentd non-proliferation education,
on which Japan places great importance. Th#&§&ence was open to the Japanese public, and it
offered an excellent opportunity for the citizenf Sapporo to deepen their understanding of
disarmament and non-proliferation.

A citizen’s Forum on disarmament and nonhfecation education was also held during
the Conference, based on the 2002 United Nastudy on disarmament and non-proliferation
education adopted at the Unitedtions General Assembly in 2002.

Japan would like to continue its effottsenhance disarmamesnd non-proliferation
education.

The PRESIDENT I thank Ambassador Mine of Jap#or his important statement and
the kind words addressed to me. | now dhefloor to Ambassador Zdzistaw Rapacki of
Poland.

Mr. RAPACKI (Poland): | wish to thank you, Mr. President, for your warm words
addressed to me. It is my hon@und privilege to represent theiRublic of Poland in this room.
| wish to assure you of my coumts constant support for the Conference on Disarmament. Let
me also wish you all success in your task as the President of the Conference on Disarmament.

The Conference on Disarmament is not irbdst days. However, | believe that by
common effort we can change that situation.

The PRESIDENT I thank Ambassador Rapacki®dland for his remarks and the kind
words addressed to me.

This concludes my list of speakers for tod®oes any delegation wish to take the floor
at this stage? That does not appear to be the case.

I should like to inform you that it is my intention to continue the efforts of my
predecessors and to convene an informal plenary meeting on Tuesday, 24 August in the mornin
at 10 a.m. on “How to move forward on substantsseies/programme of work”. In so doing we
shall use the provision of the decision onithproved and effective functioning of the
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Conference on Disarmament contained in docur@&i41036 concerning, inter alia, the holding
of an additional meeting during the 22nd weekhef CD’s session, which begins this year on
Monday, 23 August.

As you are aware, we have less thaur fveeks until the end of the 2004 session, part
of which will be devoted to corderation of the draft annualpert to the General Assembly.
Rule 44 of the Conference’s rules of procedu@vides that the draéinnual report shall be
made available to all members of the Conferatdeast two weeks before the scheduled date of
adoption. With the assistance of the secretdrat) currently preparing the draft report, which,
in accordance with rule 45 of the rules of praged will be factual.The draft report will be
available in all official languages in delegais’ pigeonholes on Tuesday, 24 August 2004. Itis
my intention to conduct the first reading of thaftireport at an informal meeting following the
plenary meeting on Thursday, 26 August 2004.

This concludes our business for today.

As announced last week, this plenaiil be immediately followed by an informal
meeting during which Ambassador Jaap Ramaker, the last Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee
on a Nuclear Test Ban, will introduce a book entitled The Final Test - A History of the
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Negotiations

The next plenary meeting of the Conference will be held on Thursday, 26 August 2004,
at 10 a.m., and as just announced, it will be follddg an informal plenary meeting devoted to
the first reading of the draft report of the Conference.

The meeting rose at 10.45 a.m.




