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1. Each Contracting State shall recognise any agreement in writing - arbitration 
agreement or arbitral clause - uder which the Parties undertake to sumbit t0 
arbitration all or any differences which have arisen or which may arise between them 
in respect of a detenained legal relatior+hiy or a contract relating to a eubdect 
matter capable of settlement by arbitration. 
2. The expre%ion "agreement in writing'! shall mean an arbitration agreement or 
an arbitral clause in a contract signed by the perties, or an exchange of letters 

: or telegrams between those parties. 
3, The courts of Contracting States , if seized of an action relating to a contract 

which includes an arbitration agreement referred to in parsgraph 1 and capable of 
execution shall, of their @WI motion or at the request of one of the parties, refer 
the parties concerned to arbitrators for decision. Such action ehal3 not 
PWudice the caqetence of the courts if, for any reason, the arbitration 
%reement, arbitral clause or arbitration has become null and void or inoperative. 

Gadopted subject to modification by the Drafting Committee. 

-13467 


