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The eighth ses6ion of the Rague Conference on Private ItternationQl Law 

adopted a Convention on the jurl6diction of the selcctod forum in the case of 

international sales of gOOd6. This Convention wa6 put up for signature at 

The Hague on 15 April 195e, and signed to date by Belgium and Greece. 

It6 article 2 - which in itself gives a clear idea of the object of the 

Convention - cotltainc in its paragraph 2 the minimum conditions required for the 

formal validity of the clause in l!hich the competent forum 16 designated. 

If  the partie to a contract of bale expre662.y designate a court or 
courts of one of the contracting State6 as having jurisdiction, to adjudicate 
disputes whkh have arisen or may arise from said contract between th.e 
contracting parties, the court thus d%ignQted shall have exclusive 
juri6diction and any other court nhall declare itself without ,j*urisdictiOn, 
reservation made of the provisions of article 3. 

When an oral sale include6 designation of the forum, such designation 
is valld only iP it has been emressed orconfirmedby a declaration in 
writing by one of the parties or by a broker, without having been 
contested. 

This text wa8 the re6ult of repeated di6CUS6ionS in which it WGB established 

that in many case6 international trade did not in fact have recourse to an exchange 
1/ of declarations on the cornpromissory clause.- Cn euch occasion6, the latter wa6 

stipulated by one of the partiee, or the broker, and tacitly agreed upon.by one or 

both parties. m-s-- 

Y See Actes de la Hulti&me Session de la Confkrence de.18 Raye, pp, 98 sqq. et 
142 sqq. and especially the reports by Professor E'redericq and 
Professor Eatifl'ol, pp. 303 et 305. 
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