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Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 16 December 2013

[on the report of the Sxth Committee (A/68/462)]

68/106. Report of the United Nations Commission on | nter national
Trade Law on the work of itsforty-sixth session

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 2205 (XXI) of 17 December 1966, hwhich it
established the United Nations Commission on Iraéomal Trade Law with a
mandate to further the progressive harmonizatiod anification of the law of
international trade and in that respect to beamind the interests of all peoples, in
particular those of developing countries, in theteesive development of
international trade,

Reaffirming its belief that the progressive modernization and harmonoratif
international trade law, in reducing or removingyadé obstacles to the flow of
international trade, especially those affecting eleping countries, would
contribute significantly to universal economic ceoation among all States on a
basis of equality, equity, common interest and eesgfor the rule of law, to the
elimination of discrimination in international tradand, thereby, to peace, stability
and the well-being of all peoples,

Having considered the report of the Commissidn,

Reiterating its concern that activities undertaken by other bodies in fileé&d of
international trade law without adequate coordioatiwvith the Commission might
lead to undesirable duplication of efforts and wbubt be in keeping with the aim
of promoting efficiency, consistency and coherence the unification and
harmonization of international trade law,

Reaffirming the mandate of the Commission, as the core legdy within the
United Nations system in the field of internatiortedde law, to coordinate legal
activities in this field, in particular to avoid dlication of efforts, including among
organizations formulating rules of internationaade, and to promote efficiency,
consistency and coherence in the modernizationhardonization of international

! Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 17 (A/68/17).

13-44581 7%
R O Please recydle @[]



A/RES/68/106

Report of the United Nations Commission on I nter national
Trade Law on thework of itsforty-sixth session

2/6

trade law, and to continue, through its secretat@mimaintain close cooperation with
other international organs and organizations, idolg regional organizations,
active in the field of international trade law,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the United Nations
Commission on International Trade Ldw;

2. Commends the Commission for the finalization and adoptidrttee Rules
on Transparency in Treaty-based Investor-State thation? the Arbitration Rules
(as revised in 2010, with new article 1, paragrdpls adopted in 2013%he Guide
on the Implementation of a Security Rights Regiétiiye Guide to Enactment and
Interpretation of the Model Law on Cross-Border divency,® part four of the
Legislative Guide on Insolvency Law, on the obligations of directors in the period
approaching insolvency’ the guidance on procurement regulations to be
promulgated in accordance with article 4 of the Mbtaw on Public Procurement
and the glossary of procurement-related terms usethe Model Law on Public
Procuremenf, as well as for the updating of the Model Law ono€s-Border
Insolvency: The Judicial Perspectife;

3. Recognizes the opinion expressed by the Commission that dueetariat of
the Commission should fulfil the role of a reposjt@f published information under
the Rules on Transparency in Treaty-based InveState Arbitration (“transparency
repository”)? invites the Secretary-General to consider perfagniin accordance
with article 8 of the Rules on Transparency, thkerof the transparency repository
through the secretariat of the Commission, and estglithe Secretary-General to
report to the General Assembly and the Commissiothis regard;

4. Takes note with interest of the decisions taken by the Commission as
regards its future work and the progress made kyGbmmission in its work in the
areas of arbitration and conciliation, online dispuesolution, electronic commerce,
insolvency law, security interests, internationalde law aimed at reducing the legal
obstacles faced by micro-, small- and medium-siegatkrprises throughout their life
cycle and public-private partnerships, and commemusparticular the efforts
undertaken by the Commission to improve the managenof its resources while
maintaining and increasing its current levels dfiaty, including through the use of
informal working methods where appropriate, witheduegard to the formal
negotiation proces¥

5. Notes with appreciation the projects of the Commission aimed at
promoting the uniform and effective application d¢ie Convention on the
Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Ada (the New York
Convention), done at New York on 10 June 1958cluding the preparation of a
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guide on the Convention, in close cooperation wiitkernational experts, to be
submitted to the Commission at a future sessioritéoconsideratior?

6. Endorses the efforts and initiatives of the Commission,ths core legal
body within the United Nations system in the fi@flinternational trade law, aimed
at increasing coordination of and cooperation ayalectivities of international and
regional organizations active in the field of inmational trade law and at promoting
the rule of law at the national and internatiorealdls in this field, and in this regard
appeals to relevant international and regional oizations to coordinate their legal
activities with those of the Commission, to avoigptication of efforts and to promote
efficiency, consistency and coherence in the moidation and harmonization of
international trade law;

7. Reaffirms the importance, in particular for developing caies, of the
work of the Commission concerned with technical pe@tion and assistance in the
field of international trade law reform and devetognt, and in this connection:

(&) Welcomes the initiatives of the Commission towaekpanding, through
its secretariat, its technical cooperation and siasice programme, and in that
respect encourages the Secretary-General to seetnepships with State and
non-State actors to increase awareness about th& wbthe Commission and
facilitate the effective implementation of legahstlards resulting from its work;

(b) Expresses its appreciation to the Commissioncmrying out technical
cooperation and assistance activities and for mliog assistance with legislative
drafting in the field of international trade lawnd draws the attention of the
Secretary-General to the limited resources thamaade available in this field;

(c) Expresses its appreciation to the Governments sehegontributions
enabled the technical cooperation and assistantbeitées to take place, and appeals
to Governments, the relevant bodies of the Unitetidhs system, organizations,
institutions and individuals to make voluntary cabttions to the United Nations
Commission on International Trade Law Trust Fund ®ymposia and, where
appropriate, for the financing of special projedsd otherwise to assist the
secretariat of the Commission in carrying out teéchhcooperation and assistance
activities, in particular in developing countries;

(d) Reiterates its appeal to the United Nations Depalent Programme and
other bodies responsible for development assistasgeh as the World Bank and
regional development banks, as well as to Goverrimeén their bilateral aid
programmes, to support the technical cooperatioth @ssistance programme of the
Commission and to cooperate with the Commission emardinate their activities
with those of the Commission in the light of thdeneance and importance of the
work and programmes of the Commission for the probamoof the rule of law at the
national and international levels and for the impéntation of the international
development agenda, including the achievement ef Millennium Development
Goals;

8. Recalls the importance of adherence to the rules of proocedand
methods of work of the Commission, including tramsgnt and inclusive
deliberations, taking into account the summary ohausions as reproduced in

12 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 17 (A/68/17),
chap. lll, sect. E.
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annex Il to the report on the work of its fortyitth session!® requests the
Secretariat to issue, prior to meetings of the Cassion and of its working groups,
a reminder of those rules of procedure and metlddgork with a view to ensuring
the high quality of the work of the Commission agmicouraging the assessment of
its instruments, and in this regard recalls itsviwas resolutions related to this
matter;

9. Welcomes the activities of the United Nations Commissionloternational
Trade Law Regional Centre for Asia and the Pacific,the Republic of Korea,
towards reaching out and providing technical aasisé with international trade law
reforms to developing countries in the region, sotgth satisfaction expressions of
interest from other States in hosting regional cesmitof the Commission, and
requests the Secretary-General to keep the GenAssembly informed of
developments regarding the establishment of redi@eatres, in particular their
funding and budgetary situatidfi;

10. Appeals to Governments, the relevant bodies of the Uniteadtions
system, organizations, institutions and individusedsmake voluntary contributions
to the Trust Fund established to provide travelistaace to developing countries
that are members of the Commission, at their refgaed in consultation with the
Secretary-General, in order to enable renewal efftfovision of that assistance and
to increase expert representation from developimgintries at sessions of the
Commission and its working groups, necessary toldbudcal expertise and
capacities in those countries to put in place ail@gry and enabling environment
for business, trade and investment;

11. Decides, in order to ensure full participation of all MembStates in
the sessions of the Commission and its working pgsouto continue, in the
competent Main Committee during the sixty-eighthsssen of the General
Assembly, its consideration of granting travel atmince to the least developed
countries that are members of the Commission, air ttequest and in consultation
with the Secretary-General;

12. Endorses the conviction of the Commission that the impletation and
effective use of modern private law standards iernational trade are essential for
advancing good governance, sustained economic dpwednt and the eradication of
poverty and hunger and that the promotion of thé& raf law in commercial
relations should be an integral part of the broasigenda of the United Nations to
promote the rule of law at the national and int¢ior@al levels, including through
the Rule of Law Coordination and Resource Groumpsuted by the Rule of Law
Unit in the Executive Office of the Secretary-Gealer

13. Notes the rule of law panel discussion held at the fegityth session of
the Commission and the comments transmitted byGbmmission highlighting its
role in promoting the rule of law and the peacefdttlement of international
disputes through its work in the areas of arbitratand conciliation, transparency in
investor-State dispute resolution and online dispesolution and its work towards
achieving universal accession to, and the effeciimplementation and uniform
interpretation and application of, the New York @ention;*

23 |bid., Sixty-fifth Session, Supplement No. 17 (A/65/17).
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14. Notes with satisfaction that, in paragraph 8 of the declaration of thehhig
level meeting of the General Assembly on the rufelaw at the national and
international levels, adopted by consensus as uéisol67/1 of 24 September 2012,
Member States recognized the importance of faigblet and predictable legal
frameworks for generating inclusive, sustainabled aaquitable development,
economic growth and employment, generating investmeand facilitating
entrepreneurship and, in this regard, commendedwbek of the Commission in
modernizing and harmonizing international trade kawd that, in paragraph 7 of the
declaration, Member States expressed their coronctihat the rule of law and
development were strongly interrelated and mutuedinforcing;

15. Reiterates its request to the Secretary-General, in conformity with
resolutions of the General Assembly on documenmatalated matters which, in
particular, emphasize that any invitation to limithere appropriate, the length of
documents should not adversely affect either thaligu of the presentation or the
substance of the documents, to bear in mind theiquadar characteristics of the
mandate and functions of the Commission in the psgive development and
codification of international trade law when implenting page limits with respect
to the documentation of the Commissitn;

16. Requests the Secretary-General to continue the publicatib@ommission
standards and the provision of summary recordhefrheetings of the Commission,
including committees of the whole established bg @ommission for the duration
of its annual session, relating to the formulatiohnormative texts, and takes
note of the Commission’s decision to continue thrialtuse of digital recordings,
in parallel with summary records where applicabMdth a view to assessing at its
forty-seventh session, in 2014, the experiencesirigidigital recordings and, on the
basis of that assessment, taking a decision reggrthie possible replacement of
summary records by digital recordings;

17. Recalls paragraph 48 of its resolutiof6/246 of 24 December 2011
regarding the rotation scheme of meetings betweenna and New York;

18. Notes with appreciation the work of the Secretariat on the system for the
collection and dissemination of case law on Cominisgexts in the six official
languages of the United Nations (the CLOUT systenotes the resource-intensive
nature of the system, acknowledges the need fahéurresources to sustain and
expand it, and in this regard welcomes efforts by Secretariat towards building
partnerships with interested institutions, and adpdo Governments, the relevant
bodies of the United Nations system, organizatidnstitutions and individuals to
assist the secretariat of the Commission in raissmgreness as to the availability
and usefulness of the CLOUT system in professioaehdemic and judiciary circles
and in securing the funding required for the conadion and expansion of the
system and the establishment, within the secrdtafidhe Commission, of a pillar
focused on the promotion of ways and means of preging Commission texts in a
uniform manner;

19. Sresses the importance of promoting the use of texts eniagafrom the
work of the Commission for the global unificationnda harmonization of

16 Resolutions 52/214, sect. B, 57/283 B, sectafij 58/250, sect. IIl.
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international trade law, and to this end urges éahat have not yet done so to
consider signing, ratifying or acceding to convens, enacting model laws and
encouraging the use of other relevant texts;

20. Welcomes the continued work of the Secretariat on digedtcase law
related to Commission texts, including their widesstmination, as well as the
continuing increase in the number of abstracts lab& through the CLOUT
system, in view of the role of the digests and @e&OUT system as important tools
for the promotion of the uniform interpretation d@fternational trade law, in
particular by building local capacity of judges, bdarators and other legal
practitioners to interpret those standards in igatlof their international character
and the need to promote uniformity in their apptica and the observance of good
faith in international trade.

68th plenary meeting
16 December 2013




