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  Note verbale dated 4 February 2008 from the Permanent  
Mission of Fiji to the United Nations addressed to the  
Chairman of the Committee 
 
 

 The Permanent Mission of the Republic of the Fiji Islands to the United 
Nations presents its compliments to the Chairman of the Security Council 
Committee established pursuant to resolution 1540 (2004), and has the honour to 
submit herewith the first report of the Government of the Republic of the Fiji 
Islands on actions taken to implement Security Council resolution 1540 (2004) (see 
annex). 
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  Annex to the note verbale dated 4 February 2008 from the 
Permanent Mission of Fiji to the United Nations addressed  
to the Chairman of the Committee 
 
 

  Report on actions taken by the Government of the Republic of the 
Fiji Islands to implement Security Council resolution 1540 (2004) 
 
 

  Introduction 
 

 Fiji supports the prohibition, destruction and elimination of all kinds of 
weapons of mass destruction, including nuclear, biological and chemical weapons. 
Fiji opposes the proliferation of such weapons and their means of delivery and 
supports the attainment of the non-proliferation goal through peaceful means. Fiji 
supports the unequivocal condemnation of all acts, methods and practices of 
terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, wherever and by whoever, irrespective 
of the motives, and further condemns outright all acts or actions, irrespective of 
their instigators or perpetrators, intended to encourage, support, finance or cover up 
any terrorist act, method or practice. 

 The Government of the Republic of the Fiji Islands supports all international 
initiatives and arrangements that have as their objective the suppression of terrorist 
activity or the proliferation of nuclear, chemical or biological substances or their 
means of delivery and will continue to advocate for an international cooperation that 
is truly effective in preventing and combating all terrorist acts, based on a 
framework of international legitimacy and full respect for the principles of 
international law and the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United 
Nations. 

 In accordance with United Nations Security Council resolution 1540 (UNSCR 
1540), the Government of the Republic of the Fiji Islands presents this report 
outlining the steps that have been taken and intends to take to implement this 
resolution. 
 

  Operative paragraph one: 
 
 

 

 Decides that all States shall refrain from providing any form of 
support to non-State actors that attempt to develop, acquire, manufacture, 
possess, transport, transfer or use nuclear, chemical or biological 
weapons and their means of delivery; 

 
 

 The Republic of the Fiji Islands does not possess, manufacture or trade in 
nuclear, chemical or biological weapons, nor does it support or provide any form of 
assistance to non-State actors to develop, acquire, manufacture, possess, transport, 
transfer or use nuclear, chemical or biological weapons and their means of delivery. 

 In relation to resolution 1540, Fiji has signed and ratified the following 
international conventions: 

 Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) 

 Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) 
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 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 

 Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) 

 Geneva Protocol of 1925 

 Nuclear Weapons Free Zone Protocols — Treaty of Rarotonga 

Fiji has also subscribed to the Hague Code of Conduct (HCOC). 

 Despite being a non-member of the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA), Fiji has nevertheless signed its two Safeguard Agreements: the Agreement 
between the Government of Fiji and the International Atomic Energy Agency for the 
Application of Safeguards in connection with the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons (with Protocol) and the Protocol Additional to the Agreement for 
the Application of Safeguards in connection with the Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. 

 In addition to the above, Fiji has also signed the Declaration of Intent to 
Implement the World Customs Organization’s (WCO) 2005 Framework of Standards 
to Secure and Facilitate Global Trade (SAFE Framework). 

 In respect of other relevant international conventions yet to be adopted, the 
Government of Fiji recognizes the importance of, and agrees in principle with their 
objectives and (relative to other domestic and international priorities); Fiji intends 
giving consideration to their adoption as well. 
 

  Operative paragraph two: 
 
 

 

 Decides also that all States, in accordance with their national 
procedures, shall adopt and enforce appropriate effective laws which 
prohibit any non-State actor to manufacture, acquire, possess, develop, 
transport, transfer or use nuclear, chemical or biological weapons and 
their means of delivery, in particular for terrorist purposes, as well as 
attempts to engage in any of the foregoing activities, participate in them 
as an accomplice, assist or finance them; 

 
 

 The following are the legislative and operational measures that are currently in 
place or are under development by the Government of the Republic of the Fiji 
Islands to prevent the various activities targeted by UNSCR 1540 (i.e. the 
non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMD)). 
 

  Existing legislation 
 

  The Chemical Weapons Convention Act 2005 
 

 Fiji has signed the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC). The Chemical 
Weapons Convention Act 2005 implements Fiji’s legislative obligations under the 
Act. Key provisions of the Act: 

 • Establishes a designated National Authority for the purposes of the CWC, with 
functions that include liaising with the OPCW and other State Parties, the 
submission of notifications, the conduct of national inspections and approval 
of chemicals and precursors listed in the CWC Schedules; 
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 • Confers information gathering and enforcement powers on the National 
Authority; 

 • Creates offences required to implement the objectives of the CWC, in 
particular Section 9 which provides: 

 (1) A person who intentionally or recklessly 

 (a) develops, produces, acquires, stockpiles, owns, possesses, or retains 
chemical weapons or transfers, directly or indirectly, chemical weapons to any 
other person; 

 (b) uses chemical weapons; 

 (c) engages in any military preparations to use chemical weapons; 

 (d) aids, assists, counsels or procures, in any way, any other person to 
engage in any activity prohibited to a State Party under the Convention; 

 (e) transfers to or receives from any other person in a State which is 
not a party to the Convention, any of the toxic chemicals or precursors listed in 
Schedule 1 or Schedule 2 to the Annex on Chemicals; 

 (f) transfers any toxic chemical or precursor listed in Schedule 3 to the 
Annex on Chemicals to a person in a State which is not party to the 
Convention except any transfer by virtue, of section C of Part VIII of the 
Verification Annex and with the approval of the Authority; 

 (g) uses riot control agents as a method of warfare; 

 (h) without the approval of the Authority, produces, uses or transfers 
any toxic chemical or precursor listed in Schedule 1 to the Annex on 
Chemicals; 

 (i) without the approval of the Authority, exports or imports any toxic 
chemical or precursor listed in Schedules 1, 2 and 3 to the Annex on 
Chemicals; 

 (j) engages in any other activity prohibited to a State Party under the 
Convention; 

commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding 
$1,000,000 or to a maximum term of imprisonment for life or both. 
 

  Legislation under development 
 

  Counter-Terrorism and Organized Crime (Model) Bill 
 

 A Counter-Terrorism and Transnational Organized Crime Model Bill (the 
Model Bill) developed under the auspices of the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat is 
currently being considered by senior officials for possible adoption by the 
Government of Fiji. 

 The Model Bill contains a number of offences relevant to UNSCR 1540. In 
particular, it includes a draft offence of providing weapons to terrorist groups, or 
specified entities. The term “weapon” in the Bill includes firearms, chemical, 
biological or nuclear weapons. 
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 The Bill also contains a proposed offence of unauthorized 
importation/exportation or transportation of nuclear material. Other offences include 
receiving, possessing, using, transferring, altering, disposing or dispersing, stealing, 
fraudulently obtaining, demanding or threatening the use of nuclear material to 
cause death or serious injury to person or damage to property. The Bill imposes 
criminal liability for persons who conspire, attempt or assist the commission of 
these offences. There is also a possibility of exploring the extension of the coverage 
of this planned legislation to include other areas which are not currently covered by 
existing legislations in an omnibus fashion. 

 In addition to the Model Bill, officials are developing draft legislation that will 
update and consolidate existing legislation governing the importation, manufacture, 
sale or use of all chemicals. 
 

  Operative paragraph three: 
 
 

 

 Decides also that all States shall take and enforce effective 
measures to establish domestic controls to prevent the proliferation of 
nuclear, chemical, or biological weapons and their means of delivery, 
including by establishing appropriate controls over related materials and 
to this end shall: 

 (a) Develop and maintain appropriate effective measures to 
account for and secure such items in production, use, storage or 
transport; 

 (b) Develop and maintain appropriate effective physical 
protection measures; 

 (c) Develop and maintain appropriate border controls and law 
enforcement efforts to detect, deter, prevent and combat, including 
through international cooperation when necessary, the illicit trafficking 
and brokering in such items in accordance with their national legal 
authorities and legislation and consistent with international laws; 

 (d) Establish, develop, review and maintain appropriate effective 
national export and trans-shipment controls over such items, including 
appropriate laws and regulations to control export, transit, trans-shipment 
and re-export and controls on providing funds and services related to 
such export and trans-shipment such as financing, and transporting that 
would contribute to proliferation, as well as establishing end-user 
controls, and establishing and enforcing appropriate criminal and civil 
penalties for violations of such export control laws and regulations; 

 
 

 The Government of Fiji considers that existing legislation of above and below, 
together with the enactment of legislation currently under development (e.g., Model 
counter-terrorism Bill/Biosecurity Bill), also contributes to implementation of 
requirements in OP 3. 
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  Health and Safety at Work Act 1996 
 

 The Health and Safety at Work Act 1996 regulates the importation and use of 
chemicals within Fiji for industrial purposes. The Department of Labour is 
responsible for administering this legislation, which would also have application to 
OP 3d and OP 6 of resolution 1540. 

 Section 52 of the Act empowers the Minister of Labour to prohibit or restrict 
the import, export, manufacture, use or disposal of a chemical or pesticide by 
publishing in the Gazette a notice listing certain chemicals, together with any 
prohibitions or restrictions on their import, export, manufacture, use or disposal. 
Failure to comply with a notice issued under this Section is an offence and carries a 
fine of up to $100,000. 

 Section 53 directs the Chief Health and Safety Inspector to administer a “Fiji 
Chemical Inventory”. The Minister may decide that those importing or 
manufacturing or supplying chemicals which are not listed on the Inventory, must 
notify and provide information to be prescribed, on the health, safety or 
environmental effects of chemicals not listed on the Inventory to the Chief 
Inspector. 

 The Minister may, upon receiving advice from the Permanent Secretary in 
consultation with the Board, make regulations, regulating or prohibiting the 
manufacture, supply or use of any plant; or the manufacture, supply, use, storage or 
transport of any substance. 

 This Act also provides a procedure by which expert assessments of chemicals 
can be obtained and acted upon by the Minister and Department of Labour. In 
practice, the Department of Labour utilizes specialist laboratories in the University 
of South Pacific to analyse and assess unknown chemicals. 

 Under Section 63, the Minister may, in conjunction with the Board and 
Inspectorate, issue a code of practice consisting of standards, rules, specifications or 
provisions relating to matters in this Act or those which are formulated, prepared or 
recommended by the Board in liaison with the Inspectorate Department of Labour. 
 

  The Environment Management Act 1995 (EMA) 
 

 The Department for the Environment administers and enforces the EMA. The 
Act regulates (among other things) “hazardous substances” (substances which, due 
to their nature, condition and quantity are toxic and capable of posing an immediate 
or long-term risk to human health or the environment) and “hazardous waste” (toxic, 
inflammable, corrosive, reactive, infective or explosive waste, and includes waste 
which is potentially hazardous to human health or the environment) and “pollutants” 
(dredged spoil, solid or liquid waste, industrial municipal or agricultural waste, 
incinerator residue, sewage, sewage sludge, garbage, chemical waste, hazardous 
waste, biological material, radioactive materials, wrecked or discarded equipment, 
oil or any oil residue and exhaust gases or other similar matter). 

 The Act provides for the establishment of the National Environment Council, a 
body of senior officials chaired by the Chief Executive Officer, Ministry for the 
Environment, the Chief Executive Officers for the Ministries responsible for land, 
mineral resources, agriculture, fisheries or forests, Health, Tourism, Fijian Affairs, 
the General Manager of the Native Land Trust Board, the President of the Local 
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Government Association, a representative of non-governmental organizations, an 
academic, and two representatives of the business community, and manufacturing 
industries. 

 The functions of the Council include the approval of the national environment 
report and strategy and the provision of advice to the Government on international 
and regional treaties, conventions and agreements relating to the environment. 

 Under Section 4: 

 (1) Any person who causes or contributes to the discharge of a waste or 
pollutant from any vessel, aircraft or facility commits an offence and is liable 
on conviction 

 (a) For a first offence, to a fine exceeding $250,000 and to a term of 
imprisonment not exceeding 3 years or both; 

 (b) For a second or subsequent offence, to a fine not exceeding 
$750,000 and to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 10 years or both. 

 (2) A person who, knowingly or intentionally or with reckless disregard 
to human health, safety or the environment, causes a pollution incident that 
results in harm to human health or safety, or severe damage to the environment 
commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding 
$1,000,000 or to life imprisonment or both. 

 (3) Where a body corporate is convicted under the section the 
maximum penalty is 5 times the fine specified for that offence. 

 

  Biosecurity Bill 
 

 Furthermore, officials from relevant agencies are also assessing a draft 
Biosecurity Bill for possible introduction into Parliament when it next sits. This 
Bill, under development for the last two years would significantly update existing 
quarantine legislation and enhance the government’s ability to manage biosecurity 
risks at the border and adopt other measures that could be considered for further 
implementation within OP 3. The bill would broaden the range of organisms and 
substances that are subject to legislative regulation and contains enhanced powers 
for border security agencies. 
 

  Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants 
 

 A National Plan for the implementation of the Stockholm Convention on 
Persistent Organic Pollutants in the Fiji Islands has been developed by the 
Department for Environment and came into effect in June 2005. Furthermore, Fiji is 
a member of the South Pacific Regional Environment Program (SPREP), a regional 
organization based in Samoa to lead the Pacific region’s participation in the United 
Nations Environment Programme’s Stock-take of Obsolete Chemicals (POP’s). In 
2006 a stock-take of obsolete chemicals present in Fiji Islands was undertaken. 
Chemicals requiring specialist disposal procedures were identified and Government 
officials are awaiting confirmation from Australian Government officials about 
arrangements for final disposal. 
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  Customs Act 1986 
 

 The primary legislation governing the movement of goods over Fiji’s border is 
the Customs Act 1986. Under the Act, operators of ships or aircraft are required to 
provide information related to passengers, crew or cargo to officials prior to arrival 
or disembarkation. Operators of ships or aircraft who fail to comply with these 
requirements are subject to criminal offences and penalties. 
 

  Arms and Ammunitions Act 2003 
 

 The Arms and Ammunitions Act 2003 regulates the manufacture, importation, 
exportation, sale, possession, use and storage of arms and ammunition within the 
Fiji Islands. The definition of the terms “Arms” and “Ammunition” are broad 
enough to cover most forms of weapons (including nuclear, chemical, and biological 
weapons from the generic references to “any lethal weapon”; “noxious liquid, gas or 
other thing dangerous”): 

(i) any lethal weapon with or without barrel of any description from which 
any shot, bullet or other missile can be discharged or which can be 
adapted for the discharge of any such shot, bullet or other missile; and 

(ii) any weapon of any description designed or adapted for the discharge of 
any noxious liquid, gas or other thing dangerous to persons; 

 (b) and includes any component part of any weapon mentioned in 
paragraph (a) (i) or (ii), any accessory to any such weapon designed or 
adapted to diminish the noise or flash caused by firing the weapon and 
any explosive-operated power tool, ramset, hilt or fire nail fastener 
operated by pneumatic pressure; (c) but does not include an article 
designed or adapted solely to discharge a spear for spearing fish. 

 

  Government and other agencies 
 

 To facilitate enforcement of some of the measures in the above-mentioned 
legislation, several government agencies have border security functions and 
responsibilities. These include Customs, Police, Immigration and Quarantine 
Services together with the Air and Sea Port authorities. The functions of the 
following agencies are relevant: 

 The Combined Law Agency Group (CLAG): A memorandum of understanding 
has been signed by Chief Executives for the reformation of a national CLAG. It is 
expected that meetings of the body will be recommenced in the near future to 
provide a regular inter-agency forum for the coordination of policy and operational 
activities for law enforcement and border-security agencies, including issues 
relevant to implementation of resolution 1540. 

 The Counter Terrorism Officials Group (CTOG), chaired by the Chief 
Executive of the Ministry of Justice and comprising senior officials from agencies 
with counter-terrorism functions operates as a coordinating body for counter-
terrorism activities, including issues as relevant to implementation of resolution 
1540. This standing group meets regularly to discuss strategic policy issues and is 
supported by a secretariat. The group, whose activities were mandated by Cabinet in 
2006 reports to relevant ministers. 
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 The National Border Security Committee (BSE), comprised of officials from 
Police, Customs, Agriculture and Fisheries, Immigration, Ports Authorities (Sea and 
Air), Defence, Transport, and others, meets on a monthly basis to discuss policy and 
operational issues related to border security. In addition to the National Committee 
four regional committees operate to address issues specific to air or seaports. 

 Officials form the Ports Authorities and border security agencies are 
undertaking ongoing work to develop security plans for Fiji’s air and seaports. The 
objective of this work is to ensure that security measures in place in Fiji meet the 
International Convention on SOLAS and the new International Ship and Port 
Security Code. 

 The National Civil Aviation Security Program, based on ICAO standards, has 
been developed by officials. Fiji’s security plans are due to be evaluated by an 
evaluation team from ICAO in 2007 and teams from the United States Government 
have also conducted on-site inspections. A review of Civil Aviation legislation is 
under way and is likely to recommend changes required to implement the findings 
of the ICAO review. 

 The Fiji Police and its Trans-national Crime Unit (TCU) has close 
relationships with other regional law enforcement agencies, the Australian Federal 
Police (AFP) and the Pacific Transnational Crime Coordination Centre (PTCCC) in 
Suva, Fiji. Through these associations it has access to regional and international 
intelligence channels such as INTERPOL and other relevant intelligence agencies. 
In addition, Fiji’s Customs Service is an active member of the Oceania Customs 
Organisation (in the process of developing a Model Customs Bill for Pacific Island 
Countries Customs) and a member of CAPERS and SPLEXNET intelligence sharing 
networks. Similarly, the Immigration Service is an active participant in the Pacific 
Immigration Directors Conference and regularly receives and contributes 
intelligence with other members. 
 

  Operative paragraph four: 
 
 

 

 Decides to establish, in accordance with rule 28 of its provisional 
rules of procedure, for a period of no longer than two years, a Committee 
of the Security Council, consisting of all members of the Council, which 
will, calling as appropriate on other expertise, report to the Security 
Council for its examination, on the implementation of this resolution, and 
to this end calls upon States to present a first report no later than six 
months from the adoption of this resolution to the Committee on steps 
they have taken or intend to take to implement this resolution; 

 
 

 Fiji acknowledges the assistance rendered by the 1540 Committee/Experts in 
facilitating the formulation of this report and looks forward to further future 
cooperation. 
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  Operative paragraph five: 
 
 

 

 Decides that none of the obligations set forth in this resolution shall 
be interpreted so as to conflict with or alter the rights and obligations of 
State Parties to the Nuclear-Non-Proliferation Treaty, the Chemical 
Weapons Convention and the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention 
or alter the responsibilities of the International Atomic Energy Agency or 
the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons; 

 
 

 The Government of Fiji acknowledges that no aspect of UNSCR 1540 is to be 
interpreted in a manner that conflicts with the rights and obligations contained in the 
above cited treaties, conventions and arrangements. 
 

  Operative paragraph six: 
 
 

 

 Recognizes the utility in implementing this resolution of effective 
national control lists and calls upon all Member States, when necessary, 
to pursue at the earliest opportunity the development of such lists; 

 
 

 The Government of Fiji does not operate a comprehensive controlled goods 
regime of the type contemplated by UNSCR 1540. However, items like chemical 
and biological substances that are commonly regulated by such regimes are subject 
to controls under existing laws of Fiji as mentioned above. 

 The Government’s Counter Terrorism Officials Group (CTOG), which 
comprises Government representatives of all relevant stakeholders of the UNSCR 
1540, has had numerous consultations with the UNODC, the UNSCR 1540 experts 
and representatives from the Pacific region on the issue. From these consultative 
processes, the Government recognizes the need for an effective adoption and 
enforcement of a national controlled goods list governing nuclear, chemical, 
biological, dual-use items, etc. 

 The Government acknowledges that its laws need to be revised in order to 
reflect the UNSCR 1540 requirements. In addition, the development of the 
necessary regime in the implementation, enforcement and monitoring of these 
requirements is equally crucial. 

 The Government supports the implementation of OP 6 of UNSCR 1540 but 
realizes that it needs a multilateral effort. The Government recognizes what needs to 
be done; however, it does not have the expertise and the technical tools to 
effectively fulfil its obligations. Consequently, the Government of Fiji would 
welcome any technical assistance available to develop and implement this element 
of UNSCR 1540. 
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  Operative paragraph seven: 
 
 

 

 Recognizes that some States may require assistance in 
implementing the provisions of this resolution within their territories and 
invites States in a position to do so to offer assistance as appropriate in 
response to specific requests to the States lacking the legal and 
regulatory infrastructure, implementation experience and/or resources for 
fulfilling the above provisions; 

 
 

 As highlighted, the Government of Fiji needs assistance in implementing the 
provisions of UNSCR 1540. The Government seeks assistance in the following 
areas: 

 (1) drafting of appropriate legislation and the development of a regulatory 
infrastructure; 

 (2) development of the national controlled goods regime; 

 (3) capacity-building including training for border security and related 
agencies in the identification, handling and notification procedures applicable to 
substances and items subject to UNSCR 1540 controls; 

 (4) institutional strengthening; and 

 (5) provision of any other appropriate resources whether financial, technical 
or otherwise that is deemed necessary for fulfilling all UNSCR 1540 obligations. 

 Having signed the WCO Declaration, and in line with 3 above, Fiji will also 
explore the possibility under the World Customs Organization to request for 
Diagnostic Mission assessment to identify possible future assistance to improve 
border security. 
 

  Operative paragraph eight: 
 
 

 

OP 8 calls upon all States: 

 (a) To promote the universal adoption and full implementation, 
and, where necessary, strengthening of multilateral treaties to which they 
are parties, whose aim is to prevent the proliferation of nuclear, chemical 
and biological weapons; 

 (b) To adopt national rules and regulations, where it has not yet 
been done, to ensure compliance with their commitments under the key 
multilateral non-proliferation treaties; 

 (c) To renew and fulfil their commitment to multilateral 
cooperation, in particular within the framework of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons and the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention, as 
important means of pursuing and achieving their common objectives in 
the area of non-proliferation and of promoting international cooperation 
for peaceful purposes; 

 (d) To develop appropriate ways to work with and inform 
industry and the public regarding their obligations under such laws; 
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 (a) To promote the universal adoption and full implementation, and, where 
necessary, strengthening of multilateral treaties to which they are parties, whose aim 
is to prevent the proliferation of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons; 

 Fiji is a signatory to several international and regional conventions relevant to 
UNSCR 1540 as stated under OP 1. For the purpose of its obligation under UNSCR 
1540, the Government of Fiji realizes that there are other crucial conventions that 
are yet to be adopted to ensure that Fiji is in line with the universal objective of 
preventing the proliferation of nuclear, biological or chemical weapons. Fiji notes 
that with the necessary technical and financial assistance of the relevant donor 
countries and agencies including the United Nations, Fiji would certainly be a 
leading advocate of UNSCR 1540 in the region and also assist its neighbours in the 
fulfilment of their obligations under the resolution. 

 (b) To adopt national rules and regulations, where it has not yet been done, 
to ensure compliance with their commitments under the key multilateral 
non-proliferation treaties; 

 As highlighted above, Fiji needs technical and financial assistance in the 
drafting of its legislations to be consistent with international standards in the field of 
non-proliferation treaties. Fiji envisions the establishment of a proper regime to 
enforce, implement and monitor these international standards even though it 
recognizes that such regime will only be effective if the relevant enabling laws are 
in place and enforceable by law. There are two draft legislations that are currently 
under consideration; the “Counter-Terrorism Organized Crime Model Bill” and the 
“Biosecurity Bill” as noted under OP 2. These two Bills are both relevant to UNSCR 
1540 and as such the Government may need further assistance in particular technical 
expertise in ensuring that the required international standards under 1540 and other 
relevant conventions are adopted under these Bills. 

 (c) To renew and fulfil their commitment to multilateral cooperation, in 
particular within the framework of the International Atomic Energy Agency, the 
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons and the Biological and Toxin 
Weapons Convention, as important means of pursuing and achieving their common 
objectives in the area of non-proliferation and of promoting international 
cooperation for peaceful purposes; 

 The Government of Fiji recognizes that the achievement of the common 
objective in the area of non-proliferation is universal in nature hence it assures its 
commitment and support in multilateral cooperation. The Government anticipates 
the strengthening of its relations with the countries in the region in particular 
Australia and New Zealand in the area of non-proliferation to ensure that our 
common objective espoused under the relevant international conventions especially 
the Rarotonga Treaty is achieved. Furthermore, the Government of Fiji is committed 
to the enhancement of its relations with the United Nations and other donor 
countries and agencies in this area to guarantee that the promotion of international 
cooperation for peaceful purposes is achieved. 

 (d) To develop appropriate ways to work with and inform industry and the 
public regarding their obligations under such laws. 

 The Government of Fiji is committed to maintaining its transparent work 
relationship with all the sectors of the economy, including the private sector, civil 
society and the public as a whole. 
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 As noted under OP 3, the Government of Fiji has a Counter-Terrorism 
Officials Group (CTOG), a Combined Law Agency Group (CLAG) and a National 
Border Security Committee (BSE) which inter alia under its mandate advises the 
Government on the issues pertaining to UNSCR 1540. These agencies are 
represented by all government departments and agencies that individually have a 
developed work relationship with all other government agencies, civil society and 
the public in general. Consequently, when these agencies advise the Government on 
a particular issue, it is based on a conclusion which is drawn after consultations with 
other relevant bodies and individuals. 

 Furthermore, prior to any commitment by the Government either in ratifying a 
treaty, drafting of a legislation or a policy for that matter, the Government always 
holds consultations with all relevant government agencies, civil society and the 
public. The Government is committed to this transparent process and believes that it 
is an interactive way of ensuring that it not only makes informed decision but more 
importantly that its decision is democratic in that it is mandated by the people. 

 On the issue of non-proliferation, the Australian Government in 2007 
sponsored a workshop that was held in Suva, Fiji, where the Government of Fiji 
invited all the relevant agencies including the private and public sectors like the 
mining companies, hospitals, university representatives and major laboratories to 
the workshop. The workshop was a follow-up to the IAEA Workshop that was held 
in Sydney, Australia in 2006. This in itself not only symbolizes international 
cooperation, but more importantly portrays an excellent way that the Government of 
Fiji is working with the private sector in the area of non-proliferation to inform and 
show these agencies of the Government’s commitment in the area. 
 

  Operative paragraph nine: 
 
 

 

 Calls upon all States to promote dialogue and cooperation on 
non-proliferation so as to address the threat posed by proliferation of 
nuclear, chemical or biological weapons, and their means of delivery; 

 
 

 The Government of Fiji has and will continue to promote dialogue and 
cooperation on non-proliferation through: 

 (1) active and consistent participation in the United Nations through the 
General Assembly and other United Nations forums or through United Nations 
agencies and bodies in the promotion of international peace security; 

 (2) productive bilateral meetings with other countries in particular the 
development partners; 

 (3) participation in regional forums with the objective to promote dialogue 
on non-proliferation issues and highlight concerns and emerging issues that hinder 
the vulnerable Pacific region; 

 (4) domestically, as stated under OP 8, the Government is committed to 
building better relations with all sectors of the economy, which is only possible 
through dialogue and cooperation; and  
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 (5) the consistent and collective undertaking by all relevant government 
departments and agencies through its membership in CTOG, CLAG, BSE or in their 
capacity to work together transparently and constructively through dialogue and 
cooperation. 
 

  Operative paragraph ten: 
 
 

 

 Further to counter that threat, calls upon all States, in accordance 
with their national legal authorities and legislation and consistent with 
international law, to take cooperative action to prevent illicit trafficking 
in nuclear, chemical or biological weapons, their means of delivery, and 
related materials. 

 
 

Please refer to preceding paragraphs. 

 


