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LETTER DATED 21 MAY 1993 FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL ADDRESSED TO
THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

I have the honour to transmit to you and through you to the members of the
Security Council the "Final Report on the Demarcation of the International
Boundary between the Republic of Iraq and the State of Kuwait by the United
Nations Iraq-Kuwait Boundary Demarcation Commission" dated 20 May 1993
containing the list of geographic coordinates demarcating the boundary and the
map of the area, which forms an enclosure to the report. I also submit a
transmittal letter of the same date from the Chairman of the Commission
addressed to me.

As indicated in the above-mentioned letter, in addition to the Final
Report, the Chairman of the Commission submitted to me three certified copies of
the list of geographic coordinates demarcating the international boundary
between Iraq and Kuwait. On 20 May 1993, I forwarded two of these certified
copies to the Governments of Iraq and Kuwait respectively, in order to be lodged
in their archives. I also brought to the attention of both Governments the
Final Report of the Commission together with the map. The third certified copy
of the list of geographic coordinates demarcating the international boundary
between Iraq and Kuwait will be retained for safe-keeping in the archives of the
United Nations.

As you know, the Iraq-Kuwait Boundary Demarcation Commission was
established pursuant to paragraph 3 of Security Council resolution 687 (1991),
which called upon the Secretary-General to lend assistance to make arrangements
with Iraq and Kuwait to demarcate the international boundary between the two
countries. The Commission was entrusted with the task to demarcate in
geographic coordinates of latitude and longitude as well as by a physical
representation the international boundary as set out in the "Agreed Minutes
between the State of Kuwait and the Republic of Iraq regarding the Restoration
of Friendly Relations, Recognition and Related Matters" signed at Baghdad on
4 October 1963. The Commission was also asked to provide for arrangements for
maintenance on a continuing basis of the physical representation of the
boundary.

In accordance with its mandate and terms of reference, the Commission was
called to perform a technical and not a political task and as it is stressed in
the Final Report, the Commission has made every effort to strictly confine
itself to this objective. In the statement of the President of the Security
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Council dated 17 June 1992 (S/24113), issued on behalf of its members and in
Security Council resolution 773 (1992) of 26 August 1992, related to the work of
the Commission, it was pointed out that through the demarcation process the
Commission was not reallocating territory between Kuwait and Iraq, but it was
simply carrying out the technical task necessary to demarcate for the first time
the precise coordinates of the boundary set out in the Agreed Minutes referred
to above.

As stated in the Final Report the Commission has fulfilled its mandate. It
demarcated in geographic coordinates of latitude and longitude the international
boundary between Iraq and Kuwait set out in the Agreed Minutes, made
arrangements for the physical representation of the boundary through the
emplacement of an appropriate number of boundary pillars or monuments and
provided for arrangements for continuing maintenance and location accuracy of
the surficial boundary representation.

The coordinates established by the Commission thus constitute the final
demarcation of the international boundary between Iraq and Kuwait set out in the
Agreed Minutes of 4 October 1963. In accordance with paragraphs 2 and 4 of
Security Council resolution 687 (1991), both Iraq and Kuwait shall respect the
inviolability of this international boundary and its inviolability will be also
guaranteed by the Security Council.

Fulfilment by the Commission of its mandate to demarcate the international
boundary between Iraq and Kuwait has direct implications for the implementation
of paragraph 5 of Security Council resolution 687 (1991) relating to the
establishment of a demilitarized zone along that boundary. In January 1993
UNIKOM completed the realignment of the demilitarized zone with the demarcated
land section of the boundary and I am now instructing UNIKOM to finalize such
realignment with the entire international boundary between Iraq and Kuwait
demarcated by the Commission.

With regard to Section X (c) of the Final Report, concerning boundary
maintenance, I will make the necessary arrangements, as recommended by the
Commission, for maintenance of the physical representation of the boundary. The
United Nations personnel and personnel of the survey or similar organizations
that will be involved in the implementation of the arrangements for maintenance
of the surficial representation of the boundary are to enjoy unimpeded freedom
of movement in the area of the demarcated boundary as well as all necessary
privileges and immunities for the fulfilment of their task.

As stated above, the decisions of the Commission concerning the demarcation
of the international boundary between Iraq and Kuwait are final. I believe that
the work performed by the Commission will have a beneficial effect on the
restoration of international peace and security in the area concerned, in
conformity with the purposes of Security Council resolution 687 (1991). The
certainty and stability of the boundary are in the best interest of Iraq and
Kuwait and I expect the Governments of both countries to respect the objective
and impartial results achieved by the Iraq-Kuwait Boundary Demarcation
Commission.

(Signed ) Boutros BOUTROS-GHALI
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Annex

Letter dated 20 May 1993 from the Chairman of the Iraq-Kuwait
Boundary Demarcation Commission addressed to the

Secretary-General

In accordance with paragraph 3 of Security Council resolution 687 (1991) of
3 April 1991, on behalf of the Iraq-Kuwait Boundary Demarcation Commission, I
have the honour to submit herewith the report conveying the final results of its
work, together with a certified copy of the list of geographic coordinates
demarcating the international boundary between Iraq and Kuwait and a map at the
scale of 1:250,000 depicting that demarcation. The report and the coordinates
are submitted in three copies, two of which are for communication to the
Governments concerned.

As indicated in the report, the Commission will communicate to you in due
course authenticated copies of the large-scale maps of the boundary along with
technical documentation comprised of certified records of survey stations and
boundary pillars.

(Signed ) Nicolas VALTICOS
Chairman
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Appendix

FINAL REPORT ON THE DEMARCATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY
BETWEEN THE REPUBLIC OF IRAQ AND THE STATE OF KUWAIT BY THE
UNITED NATIONS IRAQ-KUWAIT BOUNDARY DEMARCATION COMMISSION
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