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  Introduction 
 
 

1. As stated in the Final Document of the 2000 Review Conference of the Parties 
to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, in the section entitled 
“Article VI and eighth to twelfth preambular paragraphs”, in paragraph 15, 
subparagraph 12, the Conference agreed on: “Regular reports, within the framework 
of the strengthened review process for the Non-Proliferation Treaty, by all States 
Parties on the implementation of Article VI and paragraph 4 (c) of the 1995 
Decision on “Principles and Objectives for Nuclear Non-Proliferation and 
Disarmament”, and recalling the advisory opinion of the International Court of 
Justice of 8 July 1996. Sweden would hereby like to submit her report to the 2005 
Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons. 

2. Since the first session of the Preparatory Committee in 2002, Sweden has 
actively participated in the work on nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation. This 
has been done, for example, through the European Union, together with the other 
States in the New Agenda Coalition, and together with other like-minded States for 
example with regard to the issue of non-strategic nuclear weapons and the issue of 
disarmament and non-proliferation education. Disarmament and non-proliferation of 
nuclear weapons is a cornerstone in Swedish foreign policy and Sweden is a staunch 
supporter of efforts aimed at advancing progress in this field. In a op-ed article in 
the International Herald Tribune on 22 September 2004, the Foreign Minister of 
Sweden, Ms. Laila Freivalds, together with the six other Foreign Ministers of the 
New Agenda Coalition emphasized that nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament 
go hand in hand and are mutually reinforcing. They argued that non-proliferation is 
vital but not sufficient to meet the threats of today. If nuclear disarmament is not 
pursued, the world may end up with a new nuclear arms race and a weakened NPT 
regime. All NPT parties were called upon to comply with their respective 
commitments under the Treaty, and the Treaty should be made universal. Any plans 
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to develop new nuclear weapons were asked to be shelved immediately. The 
Ministers also emphasized the importance of the early entry into force of the 
Comprehensive Nuclear Test-ban Treaty and that negotiations be started 
immediately on a verifiable fissile material cut-off treaty. 

3. In an address given at the Conference on Disarmament on 15 March 2005, 
Foreign Minister Freivalds stated that political leaders must realize that in the 
twenty-first century, legitimate security concerns of all States must be 
acknowledged, respected and addressed. Global security is not a zero-sum game. 
Effective multilateralism enhances security for all and includes the seizing of 
opportunities when they arise, such as negotiating a fissile material cut-off treaty. 
Those blocking progress must be made to understand that the inertia in the CD is 
doing damage to both their own security and to our common security. 

4. At the fifty-ninth United Nations General Assembly, Sweden coordinated the 
New Agenda Coalition and tabled, together with the other States in the Coalition, a 
resolution entitled “Accelerating the implementation of nuclear disarmament 
commitments” (59/75). The resolution emphasized the need for the acceleration of 
nuclear disarmament commitments leading up to the 2005 NPT Review Conference, 
recalled the unequivocal undertaking to accomplish the total elimination of nuclear 
weapons, which the nuclear-weapon States committed themselves to in 2000, and 
the practical steps to achieve nuclear disarmament, and highlighted a number of the 
steps on which immediate action was particularly urgent and realistic in light of the 
upcoming NPT Review Conference. The resolution was adopted by the General 
Assembly, and supported by more than 150 countries, showing broad cross-regional 
support for the nuclear disarmament pillar of the NPT. 

5. Sweden supported, at the fifty-ninth United Nations General Assembly, a 
number of resolutions on nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation, for instance 
the resolutions on the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of 
the Middle East (59/63), on the risk of nuclear proliferation in the Middle East 
(59/106), on the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in Central Asia 
(59/513), on a nuclear-weapon-free southern hemisphere and adjacent areas (59/85) 
and on the follow-up to the advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice on 
the legality of the threat or use of nuclear weapons (59/83). 

6. Sweden also is committed to the effective implementation of the EU strategy 
against proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, adopted by the EU Heads of 
State and Government in December 2003. 

7. To further address the threats posed by weapons of mass destruction the 
Swedish Government established in 2003 an independent international Commission 
on these weapons. The Commission will present its report, including 
recommendations on disarmament and non-proliferation measures, to the Swedish 
Government and the Secretary-General of the United Nations by 2005/2006. 
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  Implementation of the 13 practical steps for the systematic and progressive 
efforts to implement article VI of the NPT and paragraphs 3 and 4 (c) of the  
1995 Decision on “Principles and Objectives for Nuclear Non-Proliferation and 
Disarmament” included in the Final Document adopted by consensus at the  
2000 NPT Review Conference 
 

8. Step 1: The importance and urgency of signatures and ratifications, without 
delay and without conditions and in accordance with constitutional processes, to 
achieve the early entry into force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty. 

9. Sweden ratified the CTBT on 2 December 1998. Sweden has worked for the 
early entry into force of the Treaty bilaterally and through the European Union. 
Sweden has continuously supported the work of the Provisional Technical 
Secretariat in Vienna and its efforts to establish the international monitoring system 
for the verification of the Treaty. Sweden has promoted signatures and ratifications 
of the Treaty through démarches made by the European Union to a number of States. 
Sweden supported the resolution (59/109) entitled “Comprehensive Nuclear Test-
Ban Treaty” adopted by the 59th United Nations General Assembly, which called for 
measures to enable the Treaty to enter into force. Sweden supports the Article XIV 
Conferences as important instruments contributing to the early entry into force of 
the CTBT. Sweden supports the adoption at the third Article XIV Conference in 
2003 of the twelve specific and practical measures to promote the early entry into 
force of the Treaty. Sweden also supports the holding of a fourth Article XIV 
Conference in September 2005. 

10. Step 2: A moratorium on nuclear weapon test explosions or any other nuclear 
explosions pending the entry into force of that Treaty. 

11. Sweden has continuously supported the upholding of a moratorium on nuclear 
weapon test explosions or any other nuclear explosions by the nuclear-weapon 
States pending the entry into force of the CTBT. 

12. Step 3: The necessity of negotiations in the Conference on Disarmament on a 
non-discriminatory, multilateral and internationally and effectively verifiable treaty 
banning the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons or other nuclear 
explosive devices in accordance with the statement of the Special Coordinator in 
1995 and the mandate contained therein, taking into consideration both nuclear 
disarmament and nuclear non-proliferation objectives. The CD is urged to agree on 
a programme of work, which includes the immediate commencement of negotiations 
on such a treaty with a view to their conclusion within five years. 

13. It is of great concern to Sweden that the Conference on Disarmament has not 
been able to agree on a programme of work since 1998 and, as a consequence, that 
negotiations on a non-discriminatory, multilateral and internationally and effectively 
verifiable treaty banning the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons or 
other nuclear devices have not yet commenced. Sweden believes that it is of 
paramount importance that the members of the CD agree on a programme of work 
as soon as possible. Sweden has actively participated in conferences, workshops and 
seminars on the FMCT-issue, as well as on the issue of the prevention of an arms 
race in outer space (PAROS). Sweden supported the decision (59/81) on a non-
discriminatory, multilateral and internationally and effectively verifiable treaty 
banning the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons or other nuclear 
explosive devices, which was adopted by the fifty-ninth United Nations General 
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Assembly. Within the European Union and together with the other States in the New 
Agenda Coalition, Sweden calls for the declaration of and the upholding of existing 
moratoriums on the production of fissile material for military purposes pending the 
conclusion of a legally binding treaty. 

14. Step 4: The necessity of establishing in the CD an appropriate subsidiary body 
with a mandate to deal with nuclear disarmament. The CD is urged to agree on a 
programme of work, which includes the immediate establishment of such a body. 

15. Sweden supports the establishment of a subsidiary body in the CD to deal with 
nuclear disarmament. Sweden has proposed that discussions on nuclear disarmament 
can take at its point of departure security policy doctrines and information exchange 
on current nuclear weapons capabilities and nuclear disarmament measures. 

16. Step 5: The principle of irreversibility to apply to nuclear disarmament, 
nuclear and other related arms control and reduction measures. Irreversibility is a 
fundamental principle for nuclear disarmament. Only irreversible reductions can 
assure that redeployment of nuclear weapons does not occur. 

17. Sweden continues to stress that the principle of irreversibility should be 
applicable to all disarmament and arms control measures, unilateral, bilateral or 
multilateral. 

18. Step 6: An unequivocal undertaking by the nuclear-weapon States to 
accomplish the total elimination of their nuclear arsenals leading to the nuclear 
disarmament, to which all States Parties are committed under article VI. 

19. Sweden, unilaterally and together with the States in the New Agenda 
Coalition, continues to press for States to live up to their commitments regarding the 
total elimination of nuclear arsenals. The unequivocal undertaking that the nuclear-
weapons States committed themselves to at the 2000 NPT Review Conference is yet 
to be fulfilled. 

20. Step 7: The early entry into force and full implementation of START II and the 
conclusion of START III as soon as possible while preserving and strengthening the 
Treaty on the Limitation of Anti-Ballistic Missile Systems as a cornerstone of 
strategic stability and as a basis for further reductions of strategic offensive 
weapons, in accordance with its provisions. 

21. Sweden notes the United States withdrawal from the ABM Treaty, the 
abrogation of START II, the withering away of START III, and the conclusion in 
2002 of the Moscow Treaty on strategic offensive reductions. The Moscow Treaty is 
a development to be welcomed and an example of a concrete agreed measure to 
reduce the operational status of nuclear weapon systems as called for in the 13 steps. 
Sweden urges the Russian Federation and the United States to conduct further 
reductions in their strategic and non-strategic nuclear arsenals, to also address non-
operational warheads, to make reductions irreversible, transparent and verifiable, 
and, for this latter purpose, to prolong the verification provisions of the START I 
Treaty beyond 2009. 

22. Step 8: The completion and implementation of the Trilateral Initiative between 
the United States of America, the Russian Federation and the International Atomic 
Energy Agency. 
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23. Sweden supports the initiative. It should be applied in the context of 
disarmament undertakings. 

24. Step 9: Steps by all nuclear-weapon States leading to nuclear disarmament in a 
way that promotes international stability and based on the principle of undiminished 
security for all; further efforts by the nuclear-weapon States to reduce their arsenals 
unilaterally; increased transparency by the nuclear-weapon States with regard to the 
nuclear weapons capabilities and the implementation of agreements pursuant to 
article VI and as a voluntary confidence-building measure to support further 
progress on nuclear disarmament; the further reduction of non-strategic nuclear 
weapons, based on unilateral initiatives and as an integral part of the nuclear arms 
reduction and disarmament process; concrete agreed measures to further reduce the 
operational status of nuclear weapons systems; a diminishing role for nuclear 
weapons in security policies to minimize the risk that these weapons ever be used 
and to facilitate the process of their total elimination; the engagement as soon as 
appropriate of all the nuclear-weapon States in the process leading to the total 
elimination of their nuclear weapons. 

25. Sweden fully supports these steps and continues to press for advancements in 
their implementation. In particular, Sweden continues to press for progress 
regarding reductions of non-strategic nuclear weapons. Sweden believes that it is 
essential that non-strategic nuclear weapons be included in international arms 
control and disarmament efforts. Non-strategic nuclear weapons are a global 
concern. Against this background, Sweden together with the other States in the New 
Agenda Coalition, have presented resolutions on the reduction of non-strategic 
nuclear weapons, which were adopted by the fifty-seventh and fifty-eighth United 
Nations General Assembly. At the second session of the Preparatory Committee for 
the 2005 Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons, Sweden together with Austria and Mexico, submitted a working 
paper on non-strategic nuclear weapons, and at the third session a second working 
paper on reduction of non-strategic nuclear weapons together with Austria and 
Ukraine. Sweden will continue to work on this issue at the NPT Review Conference. 

26. Furthermore, steps to increase transparency regarding nuclear weapons 
capabilities and the implementation of agreements pursuant to article VI serve as a 
confidence-building measure and should be strongly supported. The principle of 
transparency should be applicable to all disarmament and arms control efforts, 
unilateral, bilateral or multilateral. It is also of particular importance that nuclear-
weapon States diminish the role of nuclear weapons in their security policies, do not 
increase the number or types of nuclear weapons deployed, and do not develop new 
types of nuclear weapons or rationalizations for their use. 

27. Step 10: arrangements by all nuclear-weapon States to place, as soon as 
practicable, fissile material designated by each of them as no longer required for 
military purposes under IAEA or other relevant international verification and 
arrangements for the disposition of such material for peaceful purposes, to ensure 
that such material remains permanently outside military programmes. 

28. Sweden urges those nuclear-weapons States that have not yet done so to 
conclude such arrangements. 
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29. Step 11: reaffirmation that the ultimate objective of the efforts of States in the 
disarmament process is general and complete disarmament under effective 
international control. 

30. Sweden takes an active part in the work on disarmament of nuclear, biological 
and chemical weapons, as well as conventional weapons. We refer here to the 
relevant treaties and instruments that deal with these types of weapons. 

31. Step 12: regular reports, within the framework of the NPT strengthened review 
process for the Non-Proliferation Treaty by all States Parties on the implementation 
of article VI and paragraph 4 (c) of the 1995 Decision on “Principles and Objectives 
for Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Disarmament”, and recalling the advisory opinion 
of the International Court of Justice of 8 July 1996. 

32. Sweden believes that reports on the implementation of the article and 
paragraph mentioned above enhances transparency and accountability and builds 
confidence and therefore should be encouraged. Sweden submitted reports to the 
first, second and third sessions of the Preparatory Committee for the 2005 NPT 
Review Conference. 

33. Step 13: the further development of the verification capabilities that will be 
required to provide assurance of compliance with nuclear disarmament agreements 
for the achievement and maintenance of a nuclear-weapon-free world. 

34. Sweden continues to give strong support to the IAEA and a system of 
strengthened safeguards. The Additional Protocol to comprehensive safeguards 
agreements represents the new verification standard for NPT safeguards. Sweden 
therefore continues to urge all States to conclude and bring into force Additional 
Protocols. Such a Protocol entered into force for Sweden together with other 
European Union member States and Euratom on 30 April 2004. Sweden is of the 
view that the Review Conference should take the decision that the Additional 
Protocol together with a Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement represents the 
verification standard under article III of the NPT. 

 


