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SUMVARY

The present docurent highlights the paragraphs and aspects of the agreed
concl usi ons, adopted by the Econom c and Social Council at the coordination
segnent of its substantive session of 1996, on the coordination of United
Nati ons systemactivities for poverty eradication, that are addressed directly
to the Conm ssion on Popul ati on and Devel opnent, or that have a direct inpact
on the Conm ssion's work. This docunent highlights relevant activities
pl anned or undertaken by the Conm ssion
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1. The Econonmic and Social Council, at its 1996 coordi nati on segnent, adopted

agreed concl usions 1996/1 on the coordi nati on of United Nations system
activities for poverty eradication.? In a letter dated 4 Septenber 1996, the
Presi dent of the Council conveyed these agreed conclusions to the Chairman of
t he Conmi ssion on Popul ati on and Devel opnent with a view to drawi ng the
attention of the Conm ssion to the conclusions so that the Commission, inits
future work, mght take into account the gui dance gi ven by the Council

2. The President, in his letter, noted in particular a nunber of steps taken
by the Council to harnonize the intergovernmental consideration of poverty
eradication and to ensure that the different dimensions of poverty were covered
in a conplenentary way by its functional comm ssions and by the Council itself,
al so taking into account other foruns in particular policy-mking organs of the
speci al i zed agencies. He noted that the Council had concluded that its
functional comm ssions should focus on the |inkages between their field of
conpet ence and poverty eradication

3. A nunber of paragraphs of the Council's agreed concl usions address the role
of the Commi ssion on Popul ati on and Devel opnent in the area of poverty

eradi cati on. The Secretary-General is requested to submit a report to the
Counci|l at its substantive session of 1997 on the inplenentation of the agreed
conclusions. Any action taken by the Conm ssion to inplenment the agreed
concl usi ons woul d be included in that report.

4. In order to facilitate any action the Comm ssion nay wish to take to inform
the Council of its activities to inplenent the Council's agreed concl usions
1996/ 1 on poverty eradi cation, the present note highlights those paragraphs and
aspects of the agreed conclusions that are addressed directly to the Comm ssion
on Popul ation and Devel opnent, or that have a direct inpact on the Conmm ssion's
work. They are followed by comments that describe relevant activities planned
or undertaken by the Conmm ssion. The Conm ssion may wi sh to consider these
coments with a viewto informng the Council of its activities in the framework
of the agreed concl usi ons.

EXCERPTS FROM ECONOM C AND SOCI AL COUNCI L AGREED
CONCLUSI ONS 1996/ 1 ON POVERTY ERADI CATI ON

Paragraph 37: "The Council will carry out an overall review of the thene
of poverty eradication at a date to be deternm ned as a contribution to the
review of the outcome of the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnent. In
accordance with their programres of work as approved by the Council, the
rel evant functional comm ssions should, in 1999-2000, prepare technical and
focused inputs for the Council's overall review of poverty eradication."”

Par agraph 42: "The Conm ssi on on Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent should focus its
work related to poverty in accordance with paragraph 6 of its decision 4/2
on conbating poverty.? The Conmi ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent shoul d
rely on inputs fromthe Conm ssion for Social Devel opnent, the Comm ssion
on the Status of Winen and the Conmi ssion on Popul ati on and Devel oprent, as
necessary, in order to enhance the inplenmentati on of those reconmendati ons
of chapter 3 (Conbating poverty) of Agenda 21°® that correspond to core
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areas of the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnent, the Fourth World
Conf erence on Wnen and the International Conference on Popul ation and
Devel opnent, respectively.™

Par agraph 46: "The Comm ssion on Popul ati on and Devel opment shoul d address
i ssues relating to poverty and popul ation in the context of the outcone of
the International Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent. "

Par agraph 53: "The Conmm ssion for Social Devel opnment will exam ne the
thene of 'Social services for all' in 1999 in the context of its multi-year
programe of work with particular focus on education. This exam nation
could also serve as an input into the overall review of the Internationa
Conf erence on Popul ati on and Devel opnent in 1999. The Conm ssion on

Popul ati on and Devel opment will not need to conduct a separate di scussion
of education but should continue to exam ne educati on and awar eness
programes targeted at popul ati on objectives."

Paragraph 54: "... Also, the Conm ssion for Social Devel opnent could draw
upon the work of the Conm ssion on Popul ati on and Devel opment on access to
heal th care, including reproductive health care, "

5. Wthin the context of the role of the Econom c and Social Council in
overal | guidance and coordi nation, the Conm ssion on Popul ati on and Devel opnent
has primary responsibility for reviewing the foll owup and inplenmentation of the
Programme of Action of the International Conference on Popul ati on and

Devel opnent, * reporting through the Council to the General Assenbly, in
accordance with Assenbly resol ution 49/128.

6. The Programme of Action reflects many of the concepts and issues that have
energed in the devel opnent dial ogue during the past decade. First and forenost
is the concept of sustainable devel opnment and the closely Iinked concept of
poverty eradication. References to poverty and its eradication are interspersed
t hr oughout the Programme. The Commi ssion on Popul ati on and Devel opnent at its
twenty-ei ghth session, held in New York in February-March 1995, included in its
topic-oriented and prioritized multi-year work progranmme the preparation of
annual reports on a special set of themes of the Programme of Action.
Consequently, the follow ng thematic cal endar was deci ded upon by the
Conmi ssi on: ®

(a) 1996: Reproductive rights and reproductive health, including
popul ati on i nformati on, education and comuni cation

(b) 1997: International mgration, with special enphasis on the |inkages
between migrati on and devel opnment, and on gender issues and the famly;

(c) 1998: Health and nortality, with special enphasis on the |inkages
bet ween heal th and devel opnent, and on gender and age;

(d) 1999: Population growh, structure and distribution, with specia
enphasi s on sustai ned econom ¢ growth and sustai nabl e devel opnent.
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7. Regar di ng paragraph 37 of the agreed concl usions, the Comm ssion on

Popul ati on and Devel opment annual |y considers the report Wbrld Popul ati on
Moni t ori ng which provides an in-depth technical consideration of the

af orementi oned annual set of themes. The Conm ssion on Popul ation and

Devel opnent is scheduled to review, at its thirty-first session in 1998, a
report on health and nortality, with special enphasis on the |inkages between
heal th and devel opnent, and on gender and age. It is expected that this report
will follow the structure of the Programme of Action and include a discussion of
infant nortality and |ife expectancy, two indicators that have been shown to be
closely associated with poverty. 1In 1999, the Conm ssion will have under

consi deration a report on popul ation growh, structure and distribution, with
speci al enphasis on sustai ned econonic growth and sustai nabl e devel opnent,

i ncl udi ng "popul ati on, sustained econonic growh and poverty" as these are dealt
with in chapter 1l of the Programme of Action. Also in 1999, the Comm ssion
wi Il undertake a qui nquenni al review and appraisal of the progress made in

achi eving the goals and objectives of the Progranme of Action and in

i mpl ementing its recommendations, and will report its findings to the Council.
These reports can provide technical and focused inputs to the Council's overal
revi ew of poverty eradication at a date to be determ ned by the Council.

8. Regar di ng paragraphs 42 and 46, the area of focus of the Commi ssion on
Popul ati on and Devel opnent in 1999 will include "popul ation, sustained econonic
growth and poverty", as these topics are dealt with in the Programre of Action
G ven that the Conm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent neets after the Comm ssion
on Popul ation and Devel opnent in each cal endar year, the results of the

del i berations of the Comm ssion on Popul ation and Devel opnent in this area wll
be available to the Conmi ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent in 1999.

9. As regards paragraphs 53 and 54, the Conmi ssion on Popul ation and

Devel opnent neets in February of each year, while the Conmm ssion for Social
Devel opnent generally neets in March. Therefore, the concl usions and
reconmendati ons of the Comm ssion for Social Devel opnent, under the thene of
social services for all, which it will examne at its 1999 session, will not be
avail abl e to the Conm ssion on Popul ati on and Devel opment at its session in
1999. These may, however, provide an input into the work of the Commi ssion on
Popul ati on and Devel opnent during its session in 2000. It should be noted that
t he Economic and Social Council, in paragraph 53, decided that the Commi ssion on
Popul ati on and Devel opnent woul d not need to conduct a separate discussion of
education, but should only continue to exam ne educati on and awar eness
programes targeted at popul ati on objecti ves.

10. Also with respect to paragraph 53, the ACC Task Force on Basic Socia
Services for Al provides an annual report to the Conm ssion on Popul ation and
Devel opnent. The report for 1997 (E/CN 9/1997/4), for 1998 and for 1999 nmay be
useful to the Conm ssion for Social Devel opment when it focuses on basic socia
services at its session in 1999.

11. In addition to its responsibilities for followup to the Internationa
Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnment, the Conmi ssion on Popul ation and
Devel opnent al so reviews the progress achieved by the Department for Economc
and Social Information and Policy Analysis of the United Nations Secretariat in
i mpl ementing its programme of work in the field of population. |In this regard,

l...
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t he Conmi ssion on Popul ati on and Devel opnent will exam ne reports based on Wrld
Popul ati on Prospects: The 1996 Revision at its session in 1997 and on Wrld
Popul ati on Prospects: The 1998 Revision at its 1999 session. These reports are
particularly relevant to the nonitoring of Conference goals in the area of
health and nortality. Furthernore, the conplenentary reports, Wrld

Urbani zati on Prospects: The 1996 Revision and Wrld Urbani zati on Prospects:

The 1998 Revision, will contain information concerning trends in the growth of
rural and urban areas, which is of interest to the functional conm ssions that
consi der poverty eradication in urban and rural contexts.

Not es
! See A/51/3 (Part 1), chap. Ill, sect. A para. 2.
2 See Oficial Records of the Econonic and Social Council, 1996, Suppl enent
No. 8 (E/1996/28), chap. I, sect. C, decision 4/2.

3 Report of the United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent,
Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992, vol. |, Resolutions Adopted by the Conference
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 93.1.8 and corrigendum, resolution 1,
annex ||

4 Report of the International Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent,
Cairo, 5-13 Septenber 1994 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E 95 X11.18),
chap. I, resolution 1, annex.

5 See Oficial Records of the Econonic and Social Council, 1995, Suppl enent
No. 7 (E/1995/27), annex |, sect. I111I.




