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Letter dated 19 November 2009 from the President of the
Economic and Social Council to the Chairperson of the
Commission on the Status of Women

The 2009 substantive session of the Economic and Social Council in July
broke new ground on the issue of health. By promoting consensus on issues ranging
from non-communicable diseases, communicable diseases, neglected tropical
diseases, health systems, health literacy, e-health, financing and more, the Council
opened the way for new opportunities to promote global public health. | see thisas a
major step forward to an effective implementation of the new approach to health
issues, which is based on mobilizing various constituencies for action.

The Council has set the stage for many follow-up actions leading to
development of regional action plans on health literacy or multisectoral working
groups on health challenges. This will certainly also help us to realize the potential
of the Council in generating momentum towards the achievement of the Millennium
Development Goals by bringing together many diverse constituencies on issues of
global importance and in encouraging innovative solutions to problems. The
adoption of the Council’s ministerial declaration will provide much needed political
impetus to the implementation of the global public health goals.

With regard to the outcomes of the Council’s substantive session in July 2009,
| would like to highlight, in particular, some proposals made by the Council which
are of relevance to the functional commissions. A list of the resolutions adopted by
the Council specifically calling for action by the functional commissions is attached
for reference (see annex).

| wish to draw particular attention to Economic and Social Council resolution
2009/29 on the role of the Council in the integrated and coordinated i mplementation
of the outcome of and follow-up to mgjor United Nations conferences and summits.
In that resolution, the Council, inter aia, reiterated its role as the central mechanism
for system-wide coordination as well as its role in promoting the integrated and
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coordinated implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the major United
Nations conferences in the economic, social and related fields, repeated its
invitation to the organizations of the United Nations system, including the Bretton
Woods institutions and the World Trade Organization, to contribute, within their
respective mandates, to the work of the Council, as appropriate, including to the
integrated and coordinated implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the
major United Nations conferences and summits, and recognized the need for more
effective consideration of the issue of integrated and coordinated implementation of
and follow-up to the outcomes of the major United Nations conferences and
summits, and in that regard, decided to review the programme of work for its
substantive session so as to avoid duplication and overlap between its coordination
and general segments.

| would greatly appreciate it if the above information could be brought to the
attention of the Commission on the Status of Women for consideration and action,
and wish to thank you for your continued assistance and collaboration in this regard.

(Signed) Sylvie Lucas
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Annex

Resolutions adopted by the Economic and Social Council in 2009 requesting follow-up
by all functional commissions

Resolution number Title

2009/29 Role of the Economic and Social Council in the integrated and coordinated
implementation of the outcomes of and follow-up to major United Nations
conferences and summits, in light of General Assembly resolutions, including
resolution 61/16

Resolutions adopted by the Economic and Social Council in 2009 requesting follow-up
by the Commission on the Status of Women

Resolution number Title

2009/14 Situation of and assistance to Pal estinian women

2009/15 Future organization and methods of work of the Commission on the Status of Women
2009/16 Working Group on Communications on the Status of Women of the Commission on

the Status of Women

Resolutions adopted by the Economic and Social Council in 2009 requesting follow-up
by the Commission for Social Development

Resolution number Title

2009/20 Social dimensions of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development

Resolutions adopted by the Economic and Social Council in 2009 requesting follow-up
by the Commission on Science and Technology for Development

Resolution number Title

2009/7 Assessment of the progress made in the implementation of and follow-up to the
outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society

2009/8 Science and technology for devel opment

Resolutions adopted by the Economic and Social Council in 2009 requesting follow-up
by the Committee for Development Policy

Resolution number Title

2009/35 Report of the Committee for Development Policy on its eleventh session
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Resolutions calling for action by all relevant United Nations bodies/entities of the
United Nations system

Resolution number

Title

2009/1

2009/3

2009/5
2009/6
2009/12

2009/17
2009/19

2009/20
2009/28

2009/31

2009/33

Progress in the implementation of General Assembly resolution 62/208 on the
triennial comprehensive policy review of operational activities for development of the
United Nations system

Strengthening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance of the United
Nations

Recovering from the crisis: a Global Jobs Pact
Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS

Mainstreaming a gender perspective into all policies and programmes in the United
Nations system

Review of United Nations support for small island developing States

Work of the Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods and on the
Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals

Social dimensions of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development

The role of the United Nations system in implementing the ministerial declaration on
the internationally agreed goals and commitments in regard to sustainable
development adopted at the high-level segment of the 2008 substantive session of the
Economic and Social Council

Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for
the Decade 2001-2010

Support to Non-Self-Governing Territories by the specialized agencies and
international institutions associated with the United Nations
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