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Satement*

The unequal status of women continuesto fuel the
HIV/AIDS epidemic

The worldwide feminization of the HIV/AIDS epidemic is undeniable. The
number of new infections is rising most sharply among women, especially those in
the 15-24 age group. While in many regions, including Latin America, there are still
more men than women with AIDS, because men were infected first and remain sick,
alongside newly infected persons, the growth of the epidemic is now being driven
more by the infection of young women, as reflected in the ratio of men to women
with HIV/AIDS, which has shown a marked decline. In Argentina, figures for 2008
show that the male to female ratio for AIDS cases stands at 2.3 to 1, whereas in
2000 it was 4 to 1.

This feminization of the epidemic means that there is a greater need for
programmes to prevent mother-to-child transmission, not only to protect the child
from being born with HIV but also to keep the mother well so that both can enjoy
life together. Women also bear the brunt of the responsibility for caring for sick
male family members as well as attending to their own care. In addition to free,
public and accessible health services, the situation therefore requires the provision
of social services to support the home care of HIV/AIDS sufferers; dietary support
for the women and their families; and, above all, non-discrimination to ensure their
access to decent work and respect for all their rights, especially sexual and
reproductive rights.
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