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Statement

We commend the Commission on the Status of Women for focusing the 2006 Session on
women's achievement of gender equality through an enabling environment and through
equal participation of women and men in decision making processes.  We firmly
believe that the most important precondition for attaining these goals is an
enabling environment for women, as daughters, sisters, wives, and mothers, within
the family, the basic unit of human development.

We urge the Commission to act on the following:

1. Universal educational opportunities for girls and boys;

2. Literacy programs for adults at all ages;

3. Equal access for men, women, and children to quality physical and mental health
care, especially for prevention and treatment of HIV/AIDS, malaria, and
tuberculosis;

4. Promotion of gender equality for women in the workforce as well as within the
family;

5. Partnership of women and men in decision making within the family and the
community;

6. Equal rights for women with regard to marriage, divorce, and property.

We state our trust in the Commission on the Status of Women to work strenuously
towards the accomplishment of these goals.


