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In its resolution 2015/33, the Economic and Social Council strengthened the
international arrangement on forests and identified required actions by its components
and partners as their contribution to the international arrangement. At its thirteenth
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I.

I1.

I11.

Introduction

1.  In accordance with its quadrennial programme of work for the period 2017
2020, the United Nations Forum on Forests will consider progress in the
implementation of Economic and Social Council resolution 2015/33 at its thirteenth
session. In paragraph 56 of the resolution, the Secretary-General was requested to
report to the Forum at its session in 2018 on the implementation of the resolution.
The present report has been prepared to serve as the basis for discussion under item
9 of the provisional agenda of the thirteenth session of the Forum.

Background

2.  The Forum reviewed the international arrangement on forests at its eleventh
session, in May 2015. On the basis of the recommendation of the Forum, the Council
adopted its resolution 2015/33, in which it strengthened the international arrangement
on forests and extended it to 2030. In the resolution, the objectives for the
international arrangement on forests were set out, components and partners were
identified, the functions and working modalities of the Forum were specified and the
functions of the Forum secretariat and the Collaborative Partnership on Forests were
agreed upon. The resolution also contained sections on the United Nations Forum on
Forests, the United Nations forest instrument, catalysing financing for
implementation, monitoring, assessment and reporting, the secretariat of the Forum,
the Collaborative Partnership on Forests, regional and subregional involvement,
involvement of major groups and other stakeholders, the contribution to the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, the strategic plan for the international
arrangement on forests, and quadrennial programmes of work of the Forum.

3.  The present report provides a summary of actions taken by members of the
Forum, the Forum secretariat and the Collaborative Partnership on Forests, as well as
relevant partners and stakeholders, to implement various provisions of resolution
2015/33.

Key actions taken to implement resolution 2015/33

United Nations Forum on Forests

4.  In section II of resolution 2015/33, the Council specified five core functions of
the Forum and decided to strengthen its functioning beyond 2015. In that regard, the
Council requested the Forum to carry out its functions on the basis of a strategic plan
for the period 2017-2030.

5. The United Nations strategic plan for forests 2017-2030 and the quadrennial
programme of work of the Forum for the period 2017-2020 were developed through
preparatory work carried out during two meetings of the ad hoc expert group held in
April and October 2016 and the meeting of the working group of the Forum held in
January 2017. The proposal was agreed upon at the special session of the Forum held
in January 2017 and subsequently approved by the Economic and Social Council in
its resolution 2017/4. The strategic plan was then adopted by the General Assembly
in its resolution 71/285. Further information on the strategic plan is provided in
section III. J. below.
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6. Inparagraph 6 of resolution 2015/33, the Council requested that the Forum hold
annual sessions for a period of five days (para. 6 (¢)) and restructure its sessions and
enhance its intersessional work to maximize the impact and relevance of its work,
including by fostering an exchange of experiences and lessons learned among
countries, regional, subregional and non-governmental partners and the Collaborative
Partnership on Forests (para. 6 (b)). In this connection, paragraph 6 (f) of the
resolution provides specific guidance on restructuring the Forum’s sessions into odd-
year sessions and even-year sessions. At odd-year sessions, the focus is on discussions
on implementation and technical advice, including facilitating the sharing of
knowledge and exchanging experiences among members of the Forum, member
organizations of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests, regional and subregional
organizations, major groups and other relevant stakeholders and the science-policy
interface. At even-year sessions, the focus is on policy dialogue, development and
decision-making, taking into account the discussions and proposals of the previous
session. In this regard, odd-year and even-year sessions for a given biennium are
expected to be linked thematically.

7.  To operationalize the restructuring of Forum sessions, members agreed on the
quadrennial programme of work for the period 2017-2020 at the special session of
the Forum held in January 2017. In accordance with the quadrennial programme of
work and resolution 2015/33, the twelfth session of the Forum, held in May 2017 (an
odd-year session), was mainly dedicated to discussions on implementation and
technical advice.

8. In developing the quadrennial programme of work of the Forum for the period
2017-2020, a major consideration has been to facilitate input from the Forum to the
review of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda at the annual meetings of the high-
level political forum on sustainable development. To this end, annual sessions of the
United Nations Forum on Forests now include a standing agenda item on the
contribution of the Forum to the upcoming sessions of the high-level political forum.

9.  Technical discussions held during the twelfth session of the Forum were focused
on interlinkages of forests with poverty eradication, hunger and food security, gender
equality and means of implementation for sustainable development. The Forum’s
discussions on these themes were aimed at providing input to the discussions held at
the 2017 meeting of the high-level political forum on Sustainable Development Goals
1,2,5and 17.1

10. A set of proposals from the twelfth session of the Forum is included in the
official documents for consideration at the thirteenth session of the Forum. Given the
short period of time between the adoption of the quadrennial programme of work and
the first technical session of the Forum, the twelfth session was dedicated to
discussions on implementation and technical advice, as well as decisions necessary
for transition to the new phase of work.

11. To enhance the impact and relevance of intersessional work and activities,
including country-led initiatives and other similar initiatives, the Forum has included
a standing item on intersessional activities in its quadrennial programme of work for
the period 2017-2020. In odd-year sessions, an item on enhanced cooperation,

[N

The inputs of the United Nations Forum on Forests to the 2016 and 2017 meetings of the high-
level political forum on sustainable development are available from
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&type=30022&nr=138&menu=3170
and https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&type=30022&
nr=814&menu=3170.
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coordination and engagement on forest-related issues has also been included, which
will serve as an experience-sharing platform for member States, the Collaborative
Partnership on Forests and relevant organizations and stakeholders.

12. In paragraph 6 (e) of the resolution, the Forum was requested to enhance the
contributions of country-led and similar initiatives to its work by ensuring that they
directly support the priorities of the Forum, and to update the guidelines for such
initiatives. To this effect, the revised draft guidelines for initiatives led by countries,
organizations, regions and major groups in support of the Forum were presented to
the Forum at its twelfth session in the report of the Secretary-General on enhanced
cooperation, coordination and engagement on forest-related issues (E/CN.18/2017/5)
and were subsequently adopted by the Forum. Since the adoption of resolution
2015/33, there have been two organization-led initiatives organized by the
Collaborative Partnership on Forests, one held from 28 to 30 November 2016 on the
theme “Global forest indicators”, and one held from 20 to 22 February 2018 on the
theme “International conference working across sectors to halt deforestation and
increase forest areca: from aspiration to action”. These initiatives provide direct
support to the priorities of the thirteenth session of the Forum, including consideration
of its input to the 2018 meeting of the high-level political forum on sustainable
development.

United Nations forest instrument

13. In section IIT of resolution 2015/33, the Council reaffirmed the value of the
non-legally binding instrument on all types of forests, decided to extend the timeline
of the global objectives on forests to 2030 and decided to rename the non-legally
binding instrument on all types of forests the “United Nations forest instrument”. It
also recommended to the General Assembly that it adopt the modifications during its
seventieth session. In its resolution 70/199, the Assembly endorsed the
recommendation of the Council and renamed the non-legally binding instrument on
all types of forests the United Nations forest instrument and extended the timeline of
the global objectives on forests to 2030.

14. In section XIII of resolution 2015/33, the Council requested the Forum to
consider replacement of the reference to the Millennium Development Goals in the
non-legally binding instrument on all types of forests with reference to the sustainable
development goals and targets of the post-2015 development agenda. On the basis of
the recommendations of the Forum’s open-ended intergovernmental ad hoc expert
group and working group, the Forum, at its special session held in January 2017,
agreed on the matter. In its resolution 71/286, the General Assembly, recalling the
recommendation of the Council in its resolution 2017/4, decided to amend the
reference to the Millennium Development Goals in paragraph 1 (b) of the United
Nations forest instrument to read: “To enhance the contribution of forests to the
achievement of the internationally agreed development goals, including the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its Sustainable
Development Goals”.
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Catalysing financing for implementation

15. Insection IV of its resolution 2015/33, the Council welcomed the positive work
carried out by the facilitative process? and decided to upgrade and rename it the
Global Forest Financing Facilitation Network. Accordingly, the Network was to
promote the design of national forest financing strategies to mobilize resources for
sustainable forest management, facilitate access to existing and emerging financing
mechanisms, including the Global Environment Facility and the Green Climate Fund,
and serve as a clearing house for existing, new and emerging financing opportunities
and as a tool for sharing lessons learned from successful projects.

16. In support of the Global Forest Financing Facilitation Network, the Council
decided that clear priorities of the Network should be set and that collaboration with
the Collaborative Partnership on Forests should be strengthened in Network activities.
The Council requested the Forum secretariat to: (a) recommend ways to increase the
effectiveness and efficiency of the operation of the Network and submit them for
consideration by the Forum at its thirteenth session; and (b) engage in discussions
with the secretariat of the Global Environment Facility in order to facilitate
collaboration on supporting eligible countries in gaining access to funding for
sustainable forest management. In addition, the Council invited the Global
Environment Facility to consider options for establishing a focal area on forests
during its seventh replenishment period (2018-2022) and continuing to seek to
improve existing forest finance modalities, and to consider designating a liaison
between the Forum and the Facility. In addition, in paragraph 6 (f) (iv) of resolution
2015/33, the Council requested that guidelines for the work of the Network be
developed by the Forum.

17. The priorities of the Global Forest Financing Facilitation Network were
subsequently identified in the United Nations strategic plan for forests 2017-2030,
namely: (a) to promote and assist members in designing national forest financing
strategies; (b) to assist countries in mobilizing, accessing and enhancing the effective
use of existing financial resources from all sources; (¢) to serve as a clearing house
and database and as a tool for sharing lessons learned and best practices from
successful projects; and (d) to contribute to the achievement of the global forest goals
and targets, as well as priorities contained in the quadrennial programmes of work of
the Forum.

18. The Forum secretariat has been working in close collaboration with the member
organizations of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests in implementing the
activities of the Global Forest Financing Facilitation Network. Detailed information
on this collaboration, as well as the assistance provided by the Network, are
elaborated in the note by the secretariat on the means of implementation for
sustainable forest management submitted to the Forum at its twelfth session
(E/CN.18/2017/4), as well as in the note by the secretariat on means of
implementation for sustainable forest management for consideration by the Forum at
its thirteenth session (E/CN.18/2018/5).

IN)

At the special session of its ninth session, the Forum decided to establish a facilitative process to
catalyse the implementation of sustainable forest management and the non-legally binding
instrument on all types of forests and the achievement of the global objectives on forests. The
facilitative process had 10 functions. For further information, see E/2009/118-
E/CN.18/SS/2009/2, chap. I, sect. B, resolution, para. 3, and E/2011/42-E/CN.18/2011/20,

chap. I, sect. B, resolution, para. 32.
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19. To facilitate collaboration with the Global Environment Facility, a meeting with
the secretariat of the Facility was held in February 2016, in which the two secretariats
exchanged information on forest financing and explored cooperation opportunities.
Since then, the Forum secretariat has provided technical assistance to a number of
countries in their preparation of proposals for forest-related projects for submission
to the Facility for financing.

20. During the reporting period, the Global Environment Facility designated two of
its staff members to serve as a liaison between the Forum and the Facility in order to
facilitate access to funding for sustainable forest management. In support of the
decision of the Economic and Social Council, the Facility has continued to implement
its comprehensive sustainable forest management programme, launched in mid-2014,
which simplified access to forest financing and resulted in targeted funding totalling
$750 million in support of all types of forest. As of February 2018, the available
funding for sustainable forest management programmes had been fully utilized in
53 national projects and 5 regional or global programmes. A total amount of
$824 million in Facility grants had been approved, leveraging an expected amount of
$4.8 billion in co-financing. These sustainable forest management projects will be
implemented in 63 different countries by 11 different implementing agencies
accredited by the Facility.3

21. Currently, the seventh replenishment period of the Facility (2018—2022) is under
preparation. A new sustainable forest management strategy is being developed, and
funding for forests continues to be available through the integrated approach of the
sustainable forest management programme incentive mechanism. The seventh
replenishment of the Facility will be launched in July 2018.

22. Inaccordance with the quadrennial programme of work, the Forum is to discuss
guidelines and measures to increase the effectiveness of the Global Forest Financing
Facilitation Network at its thirteenth session, in May 2018. In this regard, an expert
group meeting is expected to be organized jointly by the Government of China and
the Forum secretariat in March 2018 in Chengdu, China. The outcome of the meeting
will be submitted to the Forum for consideration at its thirteenth session.

Monitoring, assessment and reporting

23. Since its inception, the Forum has invited members to submit voluntary national
reports on progress made towards implementation of sustainable forest management.
In its resolution 2015/33, the Economic and Social Council invited Member States to
continue to monitor and assess progress towards implementing sustainable forest
management, and requested the secretariat of the Forum to propose a cycle and a
format for national reporting and the enhancement of voluntary monitoring,
assessment and reporting as part of the United Nations strategic plan for forests 2017—
2030. The Council requested the secretariat to continue to make the reports on its
sessions available to United Nations bodies and other international forest-related
organizations, instruments and intergovernmental processes.

24. In February 2017, an expert meeting was held in Brasilia at which experts
gathered views on a draft proposal for the format for reporting for submission to the
Forum at its twelfth session. The Forum considered the proposed draft and requested

w

Global Environment Facility, “Sustainable forest management”, fact sheet for sixth
replenishment period of the Facility, February 2018. Available from
www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/publications/GEF_SFMFactsheet Feb2018.pdf.
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the secretariat to further revise the format, as well as the cycle of reporting. The
revision was to be made on the basis of consultations held with members of the
Forum, other intersessional activities, views expressed during the twelfth session and
pilot testing of the first draft of the format.

25. Pilot testing of the draft reporting format was carried out from June to
September 2017, with the voluntary participation of 16 Member States. In November
2017, an expert meeting was held by the Forum secretariat in Nairobi to gather views
and experiences resulting from the pilot testing. Experts agreed on a revised reporting
format proposal and the cycle and timeline for future national reporting, taking into
account other forest-related reporting cycles. Experts recommended that first national
reports by Member States should be submitted to the Forum in 2019. Further details
on the outcome of the expert meeting are contained in the note by the Secretariat on
monitoring, assessment and reporting on progress towards implementing the United
Nations strategic plan for forests 2017-2030, including the United Nations forest
instrument and voluntary national contributions (E/CN.18/2018/4).

Secretariat of the Forum

26. Inits resolution 2015/33, the Council decided that the secretariat of the Forum
should continue to implement its six original functions, namely: (a) to service and
support the Forum, its Bureau and related intersessional activities; (b) to administer
the trust fund for the United Nations Forum on Forests consistent with guidance
provided by the Forum; (c) to manage the strengthened facilitative process; (d) to
promote inter-agency collaboration; (¢) to provide, upon request, technical support to
country-led initiatives and similar initiatives; and (f) to liaise with and facilitate the
participation and involvement of countries and other stakeholders. Furthermore, four
functions were added: (a) to service and support the working group of the Forum,;
(b) to manage the Global Forest Financing Facilitation Network and implement its
activities; (¢) to promote cooperation on forest-related issues; and (d) to work within
the United Nations system to support countries in aligning forests and the
international arrangement on forests with their considerations on the post-2015
development agenda.

27. By consistently delivering on its mandated functions, the secretariat of the
Forum has played an essential supportive role in the international arrangement on
forests. Following the adoption of resolution 2015/33, the Forum established an open-
ended intergovernmental ad hoc expert group and a working group to support the
updating of the United Nations forest instrument and the development of the United
Nations strategic plan for forests 2017-2030, as well as the quadrennial programme
of work for the period 2017-2020. The secretariat of the Forum supported the work
of these bodies by providing operational, logistical and substantive support, including
by preparing documentation. The ad hoc expert group convened twice, in New York
in April 2016 and in Bangkok in October 2016. The outcomes of the meetings
provided the basis for the working group meetings held in New York in January 2017.
The meetings led to the successful development of proposals for the strategic plan
and the quadrennial programme of work of the Forum and set the stage for their
eventual adoption by the Forum, at its special session, and the Economic and Social
Council, as well as the adoption of the strategic plan by the General Assembly. The
secretariat of the Forum also provided support for the adoption by the General
Assembly of resolutions 70/199 and 71/286 on the United Nations forest instrument.
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28. Since the establishment of the Global Forest Financing Facilitation Network in
2015, the secretariat of the Forum has managed the activities of the Network,
including mobilizing forest financing and providing capacity-building, in cooperation
with a number of member organizations of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests,
including the United Nations Development Programme, the United Nations
Environment Programme, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations and the International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural
Resources. During this period, the secretariat mobilized around $2 million from the
regular programme of technical cooperation of the United Nations Secretariat and
voluntary contributions to the trust fund for the United Nations Forum on Forests for
activities of the Network. Further updated details on the activities of the Network are
provided in note by the Secretariat on means of implementation for sustainable forest
management (E/CN.18/2018/5).

29. In promoting cooperation on forest-related issues, the Forum secretariat, in its
capacity as a member and secretariat of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests,
consistently facilitates communication among member organizations and provides
substantive support to the joint efforts of the Partnership in supporting the Forum. In
September 2017, the Forum secretariat and the secretariat of the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious
Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa (which is also a member of the
Partnership) signed a memorandum of understanding to promote greater collaboration
and joint activities until 2021. Information on those activities is detailed in the note
by the Secretariat on the contribution by the Collaborative Partnership on Forests and
its member organizations, regional and subregional organizations and processes, and
major groups and other stakeholders to the implementation of the United Nations
strategic plan for forests 2017-2030 (E/CN.18/2018/3).

30. Since its inception, the Forum and its secretariat have promoted active
engagement on forest-related issues by major groups and other relevant stakeholders,
and regional and subregional organizations and processes. The Forum secretariat
actively participated in the meetings of the main deliberative bodies of many forest-
related international and regional organizations and conventions, promoting the work
of the Forum and enhanced cooperation and collaboration. Further information on
activities undertaken by the secretariat of the Forum related to major groups and
regional engagement is provided in document E/CN.18/2018/3.

31. In addition, in its resolution 2015/33, the Council recommended to the General
Assembly that it consider strengthening the secretariat of the Forum, taking into
account the provisions of the resolution. Following consideration by the Council and
the Assembly on the programme budget implications of Council resolution 2015/33,
4 regular posts (1 P-4, 2 P-3 and 1 G-6) were established in the secretariat.

Collaborative Partnership on Forests

32. The Collaborative Partnership on Forests was established in April 2001 in
response to Economic and Social Council resolution 2000/35, with the objectives of
supporting the Forum and its members and enhancing cooperation and coordination
on forest issues. Recognizing the contributions of the Partnership since its inception,
the Council provided further guidance to the Partnership in its resolution 2015/33 by
specifying its core functions, reaffirming the principles of its functioning and
encouraging it to consider measures to enhance its support for the Forum and its
members. In that context, the Partnership and its member organizations were
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encouraged to: (a) strengthen the Partnership by formalizing its working modalities;
(b) identify ways to stimulate broader participation; (c) assess its membership and
potential added value of additional members; (d) identify ways to actively involve
stakeholders; (e) develop a workplan; (f) provide periodic work reports; and
(g) further develop and expand its thematic joint initiatives.

33. In response to this guidance, the Partnership considered ways to enhance its
working modalities, including by formulating a new policy document that was
presented to the Forum during its twelfth session. The policy document provides
guidance regarding, inter alia, the mission, functions, membership, delivery
mechanisms, governance and rules of procedure of the Partnership. The document
also identified delivery mechanisms, including through its lead agencies, dialogue by
the Partnership and joint initiatives, to stimulate broader participation by existing
member organizations in its various activities, as well as to actively involve major
groups and other stakeholders in activities of the Partnership.

34. The Partnership undertook a study on mapping and on the gap analysis of forest-
related activities of its members in order to assess its membership and the potential
added value of additional members. In accordance with resolution 2015/33 and taking
into account the findings of the study, the Partnership has been considering expansion
of its membership. It will decide on the current membership requests prior to the
thirteenth session of the Forum, considering the potential benefits and contributions
such additional members could potentially bring to the Partnership.

35. The Partnership also advanced the development of its workplan, which is
intended to identify priorities for collective actions by all members or subsets of
members and include the resource implications of the planned actions. It is aligned
with the strategic plan and the quadrennial programme of work, taking into account
the relevant workplans of members. The workplan will continue to be developed on
a periodic basis to maintain alignment with the strategic plan and the future
quadrennial programmes of work of the Forum. The workplan for the period 2017—
2020 sets out recurrent activities and the joint initiatives of the Partnership, as well
as activities to strengthen the Partnership pursuant to Council resolution 2015/33. The
workplan is expected to be presented to the Forum during its thirteenth session.

36. The Partnership reviewed its joint initiatives as key delivery mechanisms and
decided to retire those initiatives that had already fulfilled their mandate, while
establishing new ones in response to the emerging needs and evolving mandates in
line with Council resolution 2015/33 and the strategic plan. Information on the joint
initiatives is provided in document E/CN.18/2018/3.

Regional and subregional involvement

37. In section VIII of its resolution 2015/33, the Council requested the Forum to
strengthen its collaboration with relevant regional and subregional entities in order to
facilitate the implementation of the United Nations forest instrument, as well as to
facilitate their inputs to sessions of the Forum. It also requested the secretariat of the
Forum to consult with relevant regional and subregional partners on means to enhance
collaboration between them and the Forum. In addition, it invited regional and
subregional entities to consider developing or strengthening programmes on
sustainable forest management and forest-related aspects of the post-2015
development agenda, as well as to provide coordinated inputs and recommendations
to sessions of the Forum. It also invited Member States to consider, on a voluntary
basis and as appropriate, establishing or strengthening regional and subregional
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processes or platforms for forest policy development, dialogue and coordination to
promote sustainable forest management while seeking to avoid fragmentation.

38. In September 2016, the secretariat of the Forum and the secretariat of the
Economic Cooperation Organization jointly organized and convened an expert
meeting in Tehran to explore ways and means to enhance the involvement of regional
and subregional entities in the international arrangement on forests. Experts put forth
a set of proposed actions to enhance regional and subregional involvement in the work
of the international arrangement as input to the development of the strategic plan for
forests. As a result, the strategic plan recognizes the role of regional and subregional
organizations and processes in providing a crucial bridge between international
policies and national actions and as important partners in efforts to implement the
strategic plan and achieve its global forest goals and targets. In addition, members of
the Forum were invited in the strategic plan to consider strengthening regional and
subregional forest policy development, dialogue and coordination to advance the
strategic plan.

39. Following the twelfth session of the Forum, the secretariat organized an expert
meeting on regional and subregional input to the United Nations Forum on Forests,
held in Nairobi on 20 and 21 November 2017. Participants discussed the format and
periodicity of the regional and subregional reports to the Forum and their inputs to
the 2018 session of the high-level political forum on sustainable development, and
how to use the potential of regional and subregional entities in supporting the work
of the Forum. In addition, since the adoption by the Council of its resolution 2015/33,
regional and subregional organizations and processes have been engaged in selected
activities of the Global Forest Financing Facilitation Network, as well as the work
related to the development of the proposal for a cycle and a format for national
reporting to the Forum. Information on these issues is provided in document
E/CN.18/2018/3.

Involvement of major groups and other stakeholders

40. In section IX of its resolution 2015/33, the Council recognized the importance
of the continued and enhanced participation of major groups and other stakeholders
in the sessions of the Forum and its intersessional activities. It invited major groups
and other stakeholders to enhance their contributions to the work of the international
arrangement on forests beyond 2015, and invited Member States to consider
enhancing the participation and contributions of representatives of major groups and
other stakeholders in country-led initiatives. In that regard, the Council requested the
secretariat of the Forum to promote the involvement of major groups and other
stakeholders in the work of the Forum, in particular leaders from the private and
non-governmental sectors, including forest industries, local communities and
philanthropic organizations, and to enhance the interaction of the Forum with such
stakeholders.

41. In October 2016, the secretariat of the Forum and the Canadian Forest Service
jointly convened a two-day expert meeting in Ottawa on strengthening the
engagement of major groups and other stakeholders in the international arrangement
on forests beyond 2015. The meeting identified strategies and options to strengthen
stakeholder engagement in the international arrangement on forests, which served as
input to discussions on the development of the United Nations strategic plan for
forests 2017-2030. Throughout the consultation process for the development of the
strategic plan and the quadrennial programme of work, representatives of major
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groups and other stakeholders presented their views and perspectives in an open
manner alongside government experts. Major groups also submitted their written
proposals and comments on issues under discussion in the ad hoc expert group.

42. As a result, the strategic plan recognizes that effective implementation of
sustainable forest management depends on the contributions of all relevant
stakeholders, including forest owners, indigenous peoples, local communities, local
authorities, the private sector, non-governmental organizations, women, children,
youth and scientific, academic and philanthropic organizations. For that reason, the
Forum endeavours to work with major groups and other relevant stakeholders to
identify ways to enhance their contributions to the achievement of the global forest
goals and targets at all levels and their interactions with the Forum and the
Collaborative Partnership on Forests, including through networks, advisory groups
and other mechanisms to raise awareness, foster the exchange and dissemination of
information and facilitate coordinated inputs.

43. At the twelfth session of the Forum, member States encouraged major groups
and other relevant stakeholders to continue their involvement in the work of the
Forum, including by elaborating proposals or workplans on how they could contribute
to the implementation of the strategic plan and the Forum’s quadrennial programme
of work, and to present such proposals or plans to the Forum at its thirteenth session.

44. 1In November 2017, the secretariat of the Forum organized an expert meeting on
the contributions of major groups and other relevant stakeholders to the
implementation of the strategic plan and the quadrennial programme of work, held in
Nairobi. During the meeting, experts discussed proposals or workplans on the
contribution of major groups and other relevant stakeholders to the strategic plan and
the quadrennial programme of work and elaborated inputs for the thirteenth session
of the Forum on the contributions of forests to the Sustainable Development Goals.
The recommendations resulting from the meeting are contained in document
E/CN.18/2018/3.

Support to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

45. In the light of the objectives of the international arrangement on forests beyond
2015 and the specific mandates and functions of various components of the
international arrangement on forests, the United Nations Forum on Forests, the
secretariat of the Forum and the Collaborative Partnership on Forests each have
particular roles to play in assisting countries to achieve the forest-related Sustainable
Development Goals and targets. In this context, the Economic and Social Council, in
section X of its resolution 2015/33, stressed the need to ensure coherence and
consistency between the international arrangement on forests and the post-2015
development agenda as well as with multilateral forest-related agreements. It decided
that the Forum should contribute to the implementation, follow-up and review of the
forest-related aspects of the post-2015 development agenda, including through
contributions to the work of the high-level political forum on sustainable
development. The Council also invited the Forum to consider its role in this regard in
the context of its strategic plan.

46. By incorporating related aspects of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and forest-related multilateral agreements into its six global forest goals
and 26 targets, the United Nations strategic plan for forests 2017-2030 provides a
framework for forest-related contributions to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda,
the Paris Agreement adopted under the United Nations Framework Convention on
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Climate Change, the Convention on Biological Diversity, the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification, the United Nations forest instrument and other
international forest-related instruments, processes, commitments and goals.

47. The strategic plan also provides that the Forum, as a functional commission of
the Council, should contribute to the follow-up to and review of the 2030 Agenda and
the Sustainable Development Goals, including through the work of the Collaborative
Partnership on Forests on global forest indicators, and highlight the contribution of
forests to the Sustainable Development Goals, which are reviewed at the annual
sessions of the high-level political forum on sustainable development.

48. In addition, the Forum fully integrated the 2030 Agenda into its quadrennial
programme of work for the period 2017-2020 by taking into account the Sustainable
Development Goal review cycle of the high-level political forum in the work of the
annual session of the United Nations Forum on Forests in the context of the
implementation of the strategic plan.

49. In this context, the United Nations Forum on Forests has continued to provide
its contributions to the work of the high-level political forum on sustainable
development since 2015.

50. For the 2015 meeting of the high-level political forum, held under the theme
“Strengthening integration, implementation and review: the high-level political forum
after 20157, the Forum submitted the ministerial declaration of the high-level segment
of its eleventh session, entitled “The forests we want: beyond 2015” (see Economic
and Social Council decision 2015/254), as its contribution to the 2030 Agenda,
stressing the significant role of forests in the implementation of the sustainable
development programme beyond 2015.

51. Through the Chair of its twelfth session, the Forum submitted its input to the
2016 meeting of the high-level political forum, held under the theme “Ensuring that
no one is left behind”, highlighting the wide range of contributions of forests to the
2030 Agenda as well as their key contributions, challenges and opportunities in the
context of that theme.

52. At its twelfth session, the Forum also submitted its input to the 2017 meeting of
the high-level political forum, held under the theme “Eradicating poverty and
promoting prosperity in a changing world”, highlighting the contribution of forests to
Sustainable Development Goal 1 (End poverty in all its forms everywhere), Goal 2
(End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable
agriculture) and Goal 5 (Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls),
and the means of implementation for sustainable forest management (Goal 17).

United Nations strategic plan for forests 2017-2030

53. In section XI of its resolution 2015/33, the Council decided that the Forum
should develop a strategic plan for the period 2017-2030 to guide the work of the
international arrangement on forests. The Council also decided that the strategic plan
should be aligned with the objectives of the international arrangement on forests and
should incorporate a mission and vision, the global objectives on forests and the
forest-related aspects of the post-2015 development agenda, as well as identify the
roles of different actors and the framework for reviewing implementation, and outline
a communication strategy to raise awareness of the work of the arrangement. The
Council requested the Forum to operationalize the strategic plan through quadrennial
programmes of work that set out priority actions and resource needs.
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IV.

54. In the same resolution, the Council established an open-ended
intergovernmental ad hoc expert group and a working group to develop proposals on
the strategic plan and the quadrennial programme of work of the Forum. On the basis
of the initial proposal by the ad hoc expert group and the subsequent
recommendations by the Forum’s working group, the Forum, at its special session
held in January 2017, agreed on the United Nations strategic plan for forests 2017 —
2030 and the quadrennial programme of work for the period 2017-2020, which were
subsequently approved by the Council. The strategic plan was then adopted by the
General Assembly in its resolution 71/285.

55. The strategic plan features a set of six global forest goals and 26 targets building
upon existing international forest-related instruments, processes, commitments and
goals, including the forest-related aspects of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and its Sustainable Development Goals, as well as the global objectives
on forests of the United Nations forest instrument. It contains a section on the
implementation framework, in which roles and responsibilities of different actors are
set out. The strategic plan is aimed at stimulating and catalysing ambitious and
transformational actions by all actors at all levels to achieve its mission of promoting
sustainable forest management and the contribution of forests and trees outside forests
to the 2030 Agenda, including by strengthening cooperation, coordination, coherence,
synergies and political commitment and actions at all levels.

56. The Forum implements the strategic plan through its quadrennial programme of
work. Sessions of the Forum within the quadrennium have included a standing agenda
item on the implementation of the strategic plan, which covers related technical
discussion and exchange of experiences, policy dialogue, voluntary national
contributions and United Nations system-wide contributions. Progress towards
implementation of the strategic plan has also been included in the standing agenda
item on monitoring, assessment and reporting. Further information is contained in the
notes by the Secretariat on the implementation of the United Nations strategic plan
for forests 2017—2030 prepared for the twelfth and thirteenth sessions of the Forum
(E/CN.18/2017/2 and E/CN.18/2018/2).

Conclusion

57. The eleventh session of the United Nations Forum on Forests, held in New York
from 4 to 15 May 2015, marked a major milestone in international policy on the
promotion and implementation of the sustainable management of all types of forests
at all levels. At that session, members of the Forum agreed on a comprehensive draft
resolution on the international arrangement on forests beyond 2015, which was
subsequently adopted by the Economic and Social Council in its resolution 2015/33.
The resolution strengthened the international arrangement and extended it to 2030;
set its objectives and defined its components and the means to strengthen them; and
devised a strategic direction for the arrangement and its components. The resolution
also provided for the integration of the work of the arrangement with the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development and its forest-related Sustainable Development Goals
and targets.

58. Since the adoption of the resolution, intensive work was undertaken to
implement its provisions, involving members of the Forum and various stakeholders,
by the stated deadline of March 2017. Specifically, the United Nations strategic plan
for forests 2017-2030 and the quadrennial programme of work for the period 2017—
2020 were developed and adopted; the Forum’s sessions were restructured; the non-
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legally binding instrument on all types of forests was renamed the “United Nations
forest instrument”, its global objectives on forests were extended until 2030 and it
was updated to include reference to the 2030 Agenda; the Global Forest Financing
Facilitation Network was operationalized and its guidelines will be considered at the
thirteenth session of the Forum; and the Forum’s contribution to the follow-up, review
and implementation of the 2030 Agenda has been streamlined into the work of the
Forum. Measures have also been taken to enhance the involvement of major groups
and other stakeholders, as well as regional and subregional entities. Substantive work
has been also undertaken by the Forum secretariat, as well as the Collaborative
Partnership on Forests, in implementing the provisions of resolution 2015/33.

59. Prior to the adoption of resolution 2015/33, all financial implications were
included in the report of the Secretary-General on the revised estimates resulting from
resolutions and decisions adopted by the Economic and Social Council during its 2015
session (A/70/430) and subsequently approved by the General Assembly in section XVI
of its resolution 70/248 A. The present report would not entail further financial
implications.

60. While implementation of resolution 2015/33 has been timely and successful, the
most important issue remaining now is promoting actions and collaboration among
members of the Forum, as well as partners and stakeholders, to implement the United
Nations strategic plan for forests 2017-2030 and to achieve the goals and targets of
the strategic plan.
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