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Introduction

1. The role of the meeting of the Inter-sessional Ad
Hoc Working Group on Integrated Planning and
Management of Land Resources; and on Agriculture
was to serve as preparation for the eighth session of the
Commission on Sustainable Development and to
facilitate the Commission�s achieving tangible, action-
oriented results on the issues of integrated planning
and management of land resources and agriculture. As
agreed by the Working Group, the meeting produced
two papers each on the two substantive items in its
agenda. These papers were prepared by the Co-
Chairmen of the Working Group on the basis of the
discussions held during the meeting and comments
made and proposals submitted on the preliminary drafts
by the participants, but were not formally negotiated.
The Working Group also authorized the Co-Chairmen,
in consultation with the secretariat, to finalize the
present report, taking into account views raised at its
closing meeting, for submission to the Commission at
its eighth session. The report comprises the following
papers:

(a) The possible elements for draft decisions on
land and agriculture issues that could serve as starting
points for further deliberations and negotiations during
the eighth session of the Commission on Sustainable
Development (sects. II.A and III.A below), it being
expected that delegations and groups will further study
these papers in the period between the meeting of the
Working Group and the eighth session of the
Commission with a view to formulating their positions
in preparation for negotiations in the drafting group
during the session of the Commission;

(b) The Co-Chairmen�s summaries of the
discussions on integrated planning and management of
land resources and agriculture, which attempt to reflect
the overall thrust of the discussions in the Working
Group and the main positions stated by delegations,
and which record, when necessary, alternative views
and proposals. These summaries will not be further
modified and will be included as reference material on
a given issue in the report to the Commission on
Sustainable Development.

I. Integrated planning and
management of land resources

A. Possible elements for a draft decision
by the Commission on Sustainable
Development at its eighth session

1. Introduction

2. The main objectives of activities in the area of
integrated planning and management of land resources
must be pursued in full accordance with Agenda 211

and the Programme for the Further Implementation of
Agenda 21.2 It is important that countries address
sustainable development through a holistic approach,
such as ecosystem-based management. This approach
would address interactions among land resources,
water, air, biota and human activities, in order to meet
the challenges of desertification and drought,
sustainable mountain development, deforestation,
climate change, rural and urban land use, and
conservation of biological diversity.

3. The importance of integrated planning and
management of land resources derives from the
unprecedented population pressures and demands of
society on land, water and other natural resources, as
well as the increasing degradation of resources and
threats to the stability and resilience of ecosystems and
the environment as a whole. These trends highlight the
need to ensure access to land, water and other natural
resources. They also affect food security in many
developing countries, global environmental balance
and the well-being of present and future generations.

4. The challenge is to develop and promote
sustainable and productive land-use management
systems as part of national strategies for sustainable
development and to protect critical resources and
ecosystems through balancing land, water and other
natural resource uses with the participation of
stakeholders. Social and health aspects of land use
deserve particular attention and should be integrated
into the overall planning process.

2. Priorities for future work

5. The next comprehensive discussion by the
Commission on Sustainable Development of integrated
planning and management of land resources will take
place at the overall review of the implementation of
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Agenda 21 in 2002. The review will benefit from the
outcome of the eighth session of the Commission.
Priority areas for future work should include the
following:

� Prevention and/or mitigation of land degradation;

� Access to land and security of tenure;

� Critical sectors and issues: biodiversity, forests,
arid land, mountain areas, wetlands and coastal
zones, natural disasters, and rural-urban
interactions;

� Stakeholder participation;

� International cooperation.

3. Prevention and/or mitigation of land
degradation

6. Governments and the international community
are urged to undertake concerted efforts to alleviate
poverty as a crucial means for reducing land
degradation, desertification, deforestation and
destruction of biological diversity.

7. Governments and the international community
are encouraged to promote soil conservation and
vegetation protection, and enhancement measures, as a
prerequisite of sustainable land management, food
production, food security, the protection of biological
diversity and the prevention of natural disasters. In this
regard, developed countries and international
organizations are urged to provide information on
appropriate technologies on land degradation and soil
conservation measures as well as to promote access to
those technologies.

8. Governments are encouraged to strengthen
national, regional and local institutional frameworks
for cross-sectoral cooperation in the formulation and
implementation of land policies, taking into account
specific national conditions and legislation.

9. Governments are encouraged � taking into
account work being done by, inter alia, the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO), the International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD), the United Nations Centre for
Human Settlements (Habitat) and the regional
commissions, other United Nations bodies and the
Commission on Sustainable Development, as well as
national organizations � to further consider the

development and use of appropriate land-use indicators
and monitoring systems for the purpose of assessing
progress in the implementation of programmes for
sustainable development.

4. Access to land and security of tenure

10. Governments are encouraged, according to their
respective culture and traditions, to adopt policies and
implement laws that guarantee well-defined and
enforceable property rights and improved access to
land and security of tenure, in particular for
disadvantaged groups, including people living in
poverty, women and indigenous groups.

11. Governments, where appropriate, are encouraged
to develop adequate land administration systems
supporting sustainable land tenure on the basis of land
cadastres, land management, land valuation, land
monitoring and supervision of land use.

12. Governments are encouraged to include
traditional land owners, land users and the landless as
active participants, when undertaking land tenure
reform, including the development of land cadastres, so
as to focus on making traditional land owners and land
users active participants in the planning and
development of land resources.

5. Critical sectors and issues

Biodiversity

13. Governments are urged to implement the
Convention on Biological Diversity,3 bearing in mind
that many areas of work under the Convention seek to
ensure that land management decisions promote the
conservation and sustainable use of biological
resources. In this regard, Governments and the
international community should ensure that the effects
of biotechnology products on health and the
environment are fully explored before being introduced
in the market. To that effect, Governments and the
international community are urged to take the
necessary steps to ensure that the Cartagena Protocol
on Biosafety to the Convention (adopted by the
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on
Biological Diversity at the resumed session of its first
extraordinary meeting, held in Montreal from 24 to 29
January 2000) enters into force.
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Forests

14. Governments and the international community
are urged to effectively implement proposals for action
emanating from the Intergovernmental Panel on Forests
(IPF)/Intergovernmental Forum on Forests (IFF), in
order to prevent negative aspects of unsustainable
forest and land-use practices.

Arid Land

15. Governments and the international community
are urged to undertake appropriate measures to address
the degradation of fragile land resources and the
depletion of scarce water resources in arid areas,
especially where there are high-population pressures.

Mountain Areas

16. Governments are urged to adequately plan and
manage land resources in mountainous areas and
associated lowlands, whose ecological processes are
highly interdependent, and which are crucial for the
integrated management of watersheds. In this regard,
Governments and other mountain key players are also
urged to recognize that small-scale production systems
take the best advantage of the niche economies that
characterize fragile and complex mountain
environments.

17. In cases where mountain resources are tapped for
general use, Governments are further urged to ensure
that a significant proportion of derived benefits is
reinvested locally, so as to ensure continued
conservation and sound management of these critical
land areas by local communities.

Wetlands and coastal zones

18. Governments are encouraged to take into account
the importance of conserving wetlands and critical
coastal zones, including protected areas and other
fragile ecosystems, in the formulation of national and
subnational sustainable development strategies.

Natural disasters

19. Governments and the international community
are encouraged to formulate and implement preventive
strategies � including the development of appropriate
early warning systems � to deal with natural disasters,
such as floods and droughts, as well as disasters
associated with phenomena such as El Niño, which

result in land degradation. In this regard, relevant
international organizations are urged to provide
remedial support to developing countries and those
with economies in transition.

Rural-urban interactions

20. Governments are urged to take strategic land
management approaches aimed at creating conditions
in which the development of human settlements can
benefit disadvantaged groups, especially poor people
living in rural and urban areas.

21. Governments are encouraged to take into account
land-use interdependence between rural and urban
areas, and undertake implementation of integrated
approaches to their administration, which is essential to
sustainable rural and urban development and a more
sustainable livelihood for people living in poverty.

22. Governments are urged to take into account the
strategic role of local authorities in sustainable land
use.

23. The United Nations system is urged to support
Governments in further promoting the implementation
of the Habitat Agenda,4 adopted by the United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II)
(Istanbul, June 1996) and in linking it to the
implementation of Agenda 21, including local Agenda
21 programmes.

6. Stakeholder participation

24. Governments are urged to develop or strengthen
institutional frameworks for effective access to
information and participation of all stakeholders,
including women, people living in poverty and
indigenous and local communities, in land-use
planning and management in both rural and urban
contexts.

7. International cooperation

25. Governments and the international community
are urged to fulfil the financial commitments as set out
in chapter 33 of Agenda 21, in view of supporting the
further implementation of integrated planning and
management of land resources in developing countries.

26. Governments and the international community
are further urged to provide technological assistance to
developing countries and countries with economies in
transition to implement the integrated planning and
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management of land resources, as recommended in
Agenda 21.

27. Governments are encouraged to strengthen
regional and international cooperation in the area of
integrated planning and management of land resources
and monitoring systems, inter alia, through
information exchange and experience sharing, taking
into account national, regional and international
experiences, including those of United Nations
organizations and the regional commissions.

28. Governments are urged to further promote the
transfer of appropriate technologies, including
geographical information systems (GIS) and global
positioning systems (GPS), for integrated planning and
management of land and other natural resources that
are best adapted and suited to local conditions so that
capacity-building, particularly in developing countries,
is adequate to cope with critical challenges.

29. Governments are urged to promote land-related
research, and extension and dissemination of
technological information and innovative practices, and
to undertake training programmes for farmers and
agro-food industries and other relevant stakeholders. In
this regard, developed countries and the international
community are urged to improve access to up-to-date
information and technology by developing countries.

30. The Commission on Sustainable Development
encourages all Governments to implement relevant
international agreements, including the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification in those
Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Desertification, particularly in Africa (A/49/84/Add.2,
annex, appendix II), as vital instruments for achieving
integrated planning and management of land resources,
and calls for additional support for their
implementation.

31. Governments are urged to sign and ratify the
relevant conventions and to take account of the
complementarities among the three Rio instruments,
namely, the Rio Declaration on Environment and
Development,5 Agenda 21 and the Non-legally Binding
Authoritative Statement of Principles for a Global
Consensus on the Management, Conservation and
Sustainable Development of All Types of Forests,6 as
well as other relevant international instruments, in
order to improve land-use and land management, to
promote sustainable forest and land-use practices and
to generate the multiple benefits that may accrue from

the implementation of these instruments, in particular
with respect to combating desertification, loss of
biodiversity and degradation of freshwater resources.

32. Governments are urged to ratify and implement
the Kyoto Protocol7 to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change.8

33. The United Nations and other international and
bilateral development organizations are urged to
strengthen their efforts, through financial support,
transfer of environmentally sound technologies,
capacity-building and education and training.

B. Co-Chairmen’s summary of
discussions

1. Introduction

34. As part of the multi-year work programme of the
Commission on Sustainable Development adopted by
the General Assembly in 1997 at its nineteenth special
session,9 the Commission�s Inter-sessional Ad Hoc
Working Group on Integrated Planning and
Management of Land Resources; and on Agriculture
met in New York from 28 February to 3 March 2000.
The Working Group reviewed progress achieved in the
implementation of the objectives for integrated
planning and management of land resources as set out
in chapter 10 of Agenda 21. It took into consideration
the comprehensive review of the implementation of
Agenda 21 undertaken in 1997.

35. The discussions of the Working Group were
intended as inputs for the consideration of integrated
planning and management of land resources by the
Commission on Sustainable Development at its eighth
session, to be held from 24 April to 5 May 2000.

36. The Working Group�s discussion of the issue was
based upon the report of the Secretary-General entitled
�Integrated planning and management of land
resources� (E/CN.17/2000/6) and its addenda.

37. The integrated planning and management of land
resources cover soils, minerals, water, air, biological
resources and landscape. Effective planning and
management of land resources must take into account
economic, social, environmental and cultural aspects of
land use. The goals of integrated planning and
management of land resources are protection of the
environment, economic development, poverty
eradication, employment creation, conservation of
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natural resources, food security, protection of critical
ecosystems and biodiversity, and ensuring access to
land for vulnerable and marginalized groups. The
social and health impacts of land use should also be
taken into account.

38. A number of delegations described their national
efforts to develop systems for integrated planning
and    management of land resources, including
decentralization of land management to local levels,
with broad stakeholder participation.

2. Land degradation

39. Terrestrial ecosystems and land productivity are
being threatened by rapid large-scale changes in land
use and land cover, water pollution, climate change,
desertification, drought and other natural disasters, and
unsustainable practices in agriculture, grazing, forestry
and mining.

40. Many problems of land degradation cannot be
effectively addressed without the reduction and
eradication of poverty and hunger. Poverty is both a
consequence, and one of the causes, of land
degradation.

41. Soil protection measures are important for
increasing food production, ensuring food security and
protecting biological diversity.

42. Land degradation is also caused by lack of
adequate technologies, information, training and
financial resources.

43. Identification of critical areas of actual and
potential land degradation can be important for
determining priorities for land conservation efforts.
Critical areas often include mountain areas, arid zones,
upland forests, tourist areas and marginal agricultural
land. In general, it is much more expensive to
rehabilitate degraded land than to prevent land
degradation. Identification and protection of critical
ecosystems are crucial for protecting water resources
and biodiversity.

3. Land management systems

44. Integrated planning and management of land
resources require decision-making frameworks that are
interactive, transparent and participatory, including
national and local institutions and other stakeholders.
Local Agenda 21 programmes can play an important
role. Development and strengthening of integrated land

planning and management systems in developing
countries require increased international and national
support.

45. In the planning and management of land
resources, economic, social and environmental goals
can be mutually supportive.

46. There is a need in many countries to improve the
security of land tenure and access to land for
vulnerable and marginalized groups, including women,
poor people and indigenous people and their
communities. Efforts to improve land tenure systems
must include traditional land owners and users as
active participants. Land tenure arrangements have
social, economic and environmental aspects and
responsibilities and are governed by culture, tradition
and legal frameworks. One delegation expressed the
view that in undertaking land tenure reform, a single
national policy should be implemented to ensure equal
access to land resources for all stakeholders.

47. Extraction of mountain resources can result in
enormous costs to society if they are exploited without
due regard for the constraints and fragility of mountain
environments. Mountain areas are particularly
vulnerable to erosion and irreversible degradation, with
serious impacts on water supplies downstream.
Management of forestry, mining and tourism in
mountain areas is particularly important, taking into
account the needs of the inhabitants who are often poor
and politically marginalized. An integrated
management approach to watersheds is of crucial
importance because of their role in the supply of
freshwater.

48. Integrated planning and management of land
resources require integrated information systems
accessible to all stakeholders. Information
technologies, including GIS, remote sensing and GPS,
offer valuable technologies for land planning and
management.

49. Sustainable urban planning is of crucial
importance both for poor urban residents and for rural
people. Managing urban growth, developing urban
infrastructure, strengthening urban-rural linkages, and
controlling urban sprawl and congestion are essential
for creating sustainable livelihoods in both rural and
urban areas and promoting sustainable land use.

50. Countries with economies in transition are facing
the challenge of developing systems of private land
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ownership, land registration and land markets, as well
as land management systems, taking into account the
rights of traditional users of land resources.

51. Integrated planning and management of land
resources require broad coordination and participation,
including coordination of efforts at the national,
ecosystem and community levels, intersectoral
coordination, public-private partnerships and multi-
stakeholder participation. Specific mechanisms for
coordination and participation depend on the particular
conditions of each country.

4. Regional and international cooperation

52. Regional strategies and programmes are
important for addressing transboundary impacts of land
degradation, as well as for addressing common
problems. FAO, UNEP and other international
organizations can provide valuable support for such
regional efforts.

53. The challenge for the United Nations and other
international and bilateral development organizations is
how to strengthen and support national and regional
efforts, through financial support, transfer of
environmentally sound technologies, capacity-building,
and education and training.

54. Assistance to developing countries in developing
information and monitoring systems, including
appropriate land-use indicators, can be provided by
UNEP, FAO and the United Nations Centre for Human
Settlements (Habitat).

55. International and regional collaborative
programmes can improve understanding of ecosystems
and the identification and adaptation of sustainable
land planning and management practices.

56. Trade liberalization can have both positive and
negative impacts on land resources. Trade policies that
result in declining prices for agricultural commodities,
fluctuations in exchange rates and unsustainable debt
burdens are obstacles to sustainable development and
effective land resource management. Trade
liberalization to enhance market access, in particular
for products of developing countries, in conjunction
with appropriate national economic and agricultural
policies, can contribute to efforts to protect land
resources. Further study is needed of the impacts of
trade liberalization policies on sustainable land use.

57. Increased resources and investments are needed
for capacity-building for integrated planning and
management of land resources in developing countries.
The United Nations system, including, inter alia, FAO,
UNEP, the United Nations Centre for Human
Settlements (Habitat) and the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), can assist in this
process.

58. There is a need for further international exchange
of knowledge, information and best practices, using the
latest technologies, including information technologies,
to advance sustainable land development. International
harmonization of land classification and information
systems can support the exchange of information and
experience.

59. Transfer of new technologies, including
information technologies such as GIS, remote sensing
and GPS, adapted and suited to local conditions, is
crucial for improving the capacity for integrated
planning and management of land resources in
developing countries.

60. International instruments, including the United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, the
Convention on Biological Diversity and the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
and its Kyoto Protocol, provide a framework for
international cooperation in the planning and
management of land resources.

61. Many delegations stressed that the United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, the
only convention specifically aimed at redressing land
degradation in developing countries, had not received
adequate support as a vital instrument of integrated
planning and management of land resources. Some
delegations noted that a number of African countries
had undertaken activities under the Convention with
support from donor countries. Implementation of the
provisions of the Convention, including forest
rehabilitation, with adequate financial backing for the
Global Mechanism, following the model of the Global
Environment Facility (GEF), could make an important
contribution to land planning and management.

62. Progress towards strengthened international
cooperation in forest management through IFF and the
proposed new international arrangement on forests can
also contribute to improved land management.
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63. The implementation of the Habitat Agenda,
coordinated with the implementation of Agenda 21, is
important for urban development and management. The
United Nations system and the international
community can play an important role in this effort.

64. Many delegations stressed that official
development assistance (ODA) had been declining and
expressed regret that adequate external funding,
including ODA, had not materialized. They noted the
need for new and additional funding for sustainable
development and the implementation of Agenda 21 and
called for adequate and predictable financial resources.
For most developing countries, especially those in
Africa and the least developed countries, ODA remains
the main source of external funding and can be
complemented by private capital flows. The debt
burden of developing countries is also an obstacle to
sustainable development and effective management of
land resources

II. Agriculture

A. Possible elements for a draft decision
by the Commission on Sustainable
Development at its eighth session

1. Introduction

65. Agriculture as an economic sector is being
considered by the Commission on Sustainable
Development at its eighth session from the broad
perspective of sustainable development, highlighting
the linkages between economic, social and
environmental objectives. As contained in Agenda 21,
particularly chapter 14, and the Programme for the
Further Implementation of Agenda 21, adopted by the
General Assembly at its nineteenth special session,
agriculture has to meet the fundamental challenge of
satisfying the demands of a growing population for
food and other agricultural commodities, especially in
developing countries. The particular focus of the
discussion has been promoting sustainable agriculture
and rural development (SARD), in accordance with the
principles of the Rio Declaration on Environment and
Development and the internationally agreed objectives
contained in chapter 14 of Agenda 21 as well as, inter
alia, the Rome Declaration on World Food Security10

and the World Food Summit Plan of Action11 adopted
by the World Food Summit (Rome, November 1996).

The basis for achieving SARD in all countries is
contained in these and other commitments; what is
needed is their full implementation at all levels.

66. Agriculture has a unique place in society because
it ensures the production of food and fibre, food
security and safety, social and economic development,
maintenance of the countryside and conservation of
nature, and sustains rural life, ensuring spatially
balanced development. The major objective of SARD
is to enhance food security (defined as access to the
food required for a healthy and productive life) in an
environmentally sound way so as to contribute to
sustainable natural resource management. Food
security � although a policy priority for all
countries  � remains an unfulfilled goal. About 790
million people living in developing countries and 34
million in industrialized countries and in countries with
economies in transition are undernourished. While
some improvement in the situation has recently been
noted, the international community must be concerned
that the average annual decrease of undernourished
people is insufficient to achieve the target set at the
1996 World Food Summit to reduce by half the number
of undernourished by 2015 (Plan of Action, para. 7).

67. Food security and poverty are interrelated and
sustainable progress in poverty eradication is one of the
critical elements in improving access to food. About
1.5 billion people in the world live in poverty and
recent trends indicate this number could rise to 1.9
billion by 2015. In addition, the gap between rich and
poor is widening, and the poor in general � especially
disadvantaged groups, such as women, the rural poor
and indigenous communities � are being increasingly
marginalized. The inextricable link between hunger
and poverty means that the goals of achieving food
security in the context of SARD and pursuing the
eradication of poverty, among both urban and rural
poor, as agreed, inter alia, at the World Summit for
Social Development (Copenhagen, 1995), have to be
addressed in an integrated manner. It remains essential
to continue efforts for the eradication of poverty,
through, inter alia, capacity-building to reinforce local
food systems and improving food security. The concept
of sustainable agriculture and rural development offers
such an approach.
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2. Priorities for action

(a) Implementation of sustainable agriculture and
rural development (SARD) goals

68. Governments are encouraged to complete the
formulation and elaboration of national strategies for
sustainable development as agreed in the Programme
for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21 as soon
as possible. In this regard, Governments are
encouraged to integrate agricultural production, food
security, safety and quality of foods, environmental
protection and rural development as central elements in
those strategies.

69. All Governments are urged to reaffirm their
individual and collective commitments to ensuring
food security, through primarily enhancement of
domestic food production, combined with the
importation and storage of food, and to reaching the
important goal to reduce the number of undernourished
people by one half by 2015, as agreed at the World
Food Summit.

70. Governments should take a cross-sectoral
approach to integrating agriculture in rural
development frameworks and strategies so as to
maximize synergies and improve coherence.

71. Governments are urged to promote agricultural
practices based on sustainable natural resource
management, including, inter alia, integrated farm
input management, agro-ecological, organic, urban and
peri-urban agriculture, minimum tillage and
agroforestry, that can provide sustainable management
of all types of production systems and other benefits,
such as soil and land conservation, agro-biodiversity
enhancement and carbon sequestration. Organic
farming also contributes to SARD and should be
promoted, when appropriate. Environmentally sound
traditional and local knowledge should be recognized
and protected.

72. Governments are urged to develop coherent
national policy and legal frameworks for sustainable
rural development, with the emphasis on, inter alia,
economic diversification, capacity-building,
participation, empowerment and partnerships.

73. Governments are encouraged to continue
studying the possible role of the multifunctional
character of agriculture, as described in chapter 14 of
Agenda 21, in promoting SARD, taking into account

the discussions in FAO and other international
organizations.

74. Governments are encouraged to pursue an
ecosystem approach to SARD, taking into account,
inter alia, the actions necessary to mitigate the
negative impacts and to enhance the positive impacts
of agriculture and animal production on natural
ecosystems, in particular on those with high
biodiversity. The international community is urged to
support the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification and its Global Mechanism which should
also contribute to conserving and rehabilitating the
natural resources in lower-potential land and to control
land degradation, especially in developing countries.

75. Governments should take account of the effects
of agriculture on human health in terms of both
consumption and production. Effective health
protection is also necessary to ensure food security.

76. The Conference of the Parties to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change,
the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on
Biological Diversity, the Global Mechanism of the
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification
and the governing body of GEF, within their
established work programmes, are encouraged to
promote the use of their funding mechanisms to
support national programmes promoting SARD that
result, inter alia, in the conservation and the
sustainable use of agro-biodiversity, reduced
greenhouse gas emissions and increased carbon
sequestration, as well as increased investments in
energy efficiency and the use of renewable energy
sources.

77. The Conference of the Parties to the Convention
on Biological Diversity and Governments are
encouraged to support the strengthening and effective
implementation of the work programme of the
Convention on agricultural biological diversity and to
support FAO and other relevant institutions in their
roles in the implementation of this work programme.

(b) Access to resources

78. Governments are encouraged to adopt and
implement national policies and laws that guarantee
equitable ownership, access to land and security of
tenure through well-defined and enforceable land
property rights, in particular for disadvantaged groups,
including people living in poverty, women, indigenous
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and local communities. Access to credit, particularly
through rural microcredit schemes, is also important.

(c) Poverty eradication

79. All Governments and the international
community are urged to implement the relevant
commitments they have entered into for the eradication
of poverty, including those contained in the
Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development12 and
Programme of Action of the World Summit for Social
Development13 adopted by the World Summit for
Social Development, and to further promote income-
generation through agriculture to achieve this goal in
accordance with SARD. Special emphasis should be
given to those zones with high levels of poverty and
high biodiversity.

(d) Financing for SARD

80. Domestic resources will continue to be the main
source for financing SARD in many, but not all,
countries. All Governments are urged to provide an
enabling environment for mobilizing domestic
resources and foreign direct investment.

81. The international community is urged to fulfil the
commitments undertaken for the provision of financial
assistance set out in Agenda 21, with a view to
promoting SARD. Developing countries and their
partners should make particular efforts to ensure that a
larger share of ODA is directed to the agricultural
sector, in accordance with national development
strategies in recipient countries, given that ODA
provided to this sector has been steadily declining
during the past two decades.

82. The international community, including the
United Nations system, is urged to provide support to
institutional reform and development of market
infrastructure for achieving SARD in developing
countries and countries with economies in transition.

83. Governments and the international community,
including the United Nations system, are urged to
support developing countries in developing strategies
and implementing measures to attract and to promote
private capital flows and investment in sustainable
agriculture directed to a wider range of developing
countries, in particular the least developed countries,
and countries with economies in transition, and to
support the direction of a larger share of this capital to
agriculture and rural areas.

(e) Technology transfer and capacity-building

84. Governments, relevant international organizations
and the private sector are urged both to continue and to
increase their contribution to capacity-building and
facilitating an appropriate technology transfer to
developing countries and countries with economies in
transition, as well as to promote partnerships for
fostering sustainable agriculture and food security and
promoting rural development. There is a particular
need for the dissemination of environmentally sound
technologies held by international organizations.

85. International financial institutions are encouraged
to further promote the transfer of technology and
capacity-building, with emphasis on the allocation of
funds to enable developing countries to achieve food
security through enhanced agricultural production.

86. Relevant international, regional and national
bodies and the private sector are encouraged to
increase research in integrated natural resource
management, appropriate technology and sustainable
agricultural methods to achieve the objectives of food
security and SARD, including participatory
approaches, and to disseminate information on the
results of their research and its applicability. Research
should be carried out in a cooperative way involving
both developed and developing countries.

87. Governments and the international community
are encouraged to promote and share early warning
systems and enhance national capacities to prevent and
deal with natural disasters.

(f) Biotechnology

88. Governments are encouraged to cautiously
explore the potential of appropriate and safe
biotechnology for enhancing food security as well as
sustainable agricultural techniques and practices,
taking into account the need to enhance food security
for all and SARD. This should be based on the
precautionary approach, as articulated in principle 15
of the Rio Declaration on Environment and
Development, and take into account concerns about
possible adverse effects on the environment and human
health.

89. Governments are urged to sign and subsequently
ratify, as soon as possible, the Cartagena Protocol on
Biosafety to the Convention on Biological Diversity
and to support its effective implementation.
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90. National Governments are encouraged to develop
the appropriate legal frameworks and put into action
appropriate strategies for sustainable agriculture, the
protection of biodiversity, and the assessment of living
modified organisms for deliberate release into the
environment.

91. Governments and United Nations organizations
are encouraged to promote only those applications of
biotechnology that are ethically and environmentally
acceptable and do not pose adverse effects on public
health for agricultural-related research and production.

(g) Genetic resources

92. Governments are urged to strengthen their efforts
for the sustainable use, conservation and protection of
genetic resources. In this regard, Governments are
urged to finalize the negotiations on the International
Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture, as soon as possible, and to implement the
Global Plan of Action for the Conservation and
Sustainable Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources for
Food and Agriculture14 of the Leipzig Technical
International Conference on Plant Genetic Resources,
and to implement and actively contribute to the further
development of the Global Strategy for the
Management of Farm Animal Genetic Resources.
Governments are further encouraged to strengthen their
efforts in effectively implementing the Convention on
Biological Diversity.

(h) Integrated pest management and sustainable
plant nutrition

93. Governments are urged to eliminate the
unsustainable use of plant protection products as well
as fertilizers in agricultural production and to develop
practical ways to enhance the application of integrated
pest management and the sustainable use of fertilizers.
All stakeholders, including farmers, the private sector
and international organizations, are encouraged to work
with Governments to form effective partnerships for
this purpose.

94. In this regard, Governments are urged to finalize
the negotiations on the international legally binding
instrument for the implementation of international
action on certain persistent organic pollutants (POPs)
as soon as possible.

(i) Desertification and drought

95. Combating desertification and combating drought
are crucial elements of SARD. Governments and
relevant international organizations should promote the
integration of national plans to combat desertification
under the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification into national strategies for sustainable
development.

(j) Access to land and security of land tenure

96. Governments are encouraged to adopt policies
and implement laws that guarantee well-defined and
enforceable land property rights and improved access
to land and security of tenure, in particular for
disadvantaged groups, including people living in
poverty, women, indigenous groups and the landless.

(k) Emergency preparedness

97. International agencies and other relevant
organizations should assist Governments and regional
entities in developing and building capacity for
effective use of early warning and environmental
monitoring systems. Efforts to improve resilience of
both agricultural and social systems dealing with
natural hazards are also encouraged.

3. International cooperation

(a) Agricultural trade

98. Governments are urged to work towards
liberalization of trade in agricultural products, taking
into account non-trade concerns, including food
security and the need to protect the environment, as
well as country-specific conditions, and to avoid
unjustifiable trade distortions or trade barriers, in
particular those that do not allow small-scale farmers
access to industrialized country markets.

99. All relevant parties are encouraged to identify
and pursue opportunities for trade liberalization in
agricultural products, including addressing trade
distorting subsidies and measures, which holds
particular promise for promoting SARD.

100. Market access conditions for agricultural
products of export interest to least developed countries
should be improved, on as broad and liberal a basis as
possible, and urgent consideration should be given to
the proposal for a possible commitment by developed
countries to granting duty-free and quota-free market
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access for essentially all products originating in least
developed countries, coupled with efforts of more
advanced developing countries to improve market
access for these countries.

101. The Commission on Sustainable Development
stresses the need to implement the Marrakesh
Ministerial Decision on Measures Concerning the
Possible Negative Effects of the Reform Programme on
Least Developed and Net-Food Importing Countries,15

the comprehensive and integrated Plan of Action for
the Least Developed Countries of the World Trade
Organization and the joint commitment by the heads of
the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the World
Bank and the World Trade Organization to work
together to assist developing countries in their
adjustment process.

(b) Information exchange and dissemination

102. Governments and relevant international
organizations are urged to disseminate widely, and to
promote the access to farmers and those engaged in
agriculture of, information on relevant sustainable
agricultural practices, technologies and markets, inter
alia, through capacity-building programmes, by
utilizing information technology. In this context,
special attention must be paid to the needs of women,
marginalized groups and indigenous and local
communities.

(c) United Nations and other international
activities

103. FAO and other relevant international
organizations are urged to assist countries in
developing concrete policies, regulations and actions
for the implementation of Agenda 21 concerning
sustainable production and farming methods aimed at
achieving the goals of the World Food Summit and of
SARD.

104. FAO and other relevant international
organizations are also urged to assist countries in
developing policies aimed at providing food safety
nets.

105. IFAD is encouraged to strengthen its assistance to
rural communities in developing countries in support of
their efforts to achieve SARD, primarily as a means to
alleviate rural poverty.

106. FAO, UNEP, the Convention on Biological
Diversity and other relevant organizations are
encouraged to make further efforts in developing
methodologies and improving coordination for data
collection, analysis, monitoring and evaluation of
public and private efforts to support sustainable
agriculture.

107. Governments are urged to ratify the relevant
international instruments, if they have not already done
so, and to implement them in order to promote SARD.

108. The Consultative Group on International
Agricultural Research (CGIAR) is invited to increase
research in integrated natural resource management and
to disseminate the results.

(d) Participation

109. Effective implementation of the SARD objectives
requires participation of a wide range of stakeholders.
Empowerment, participation and partnerships are
critical to success in achieving SARD, in particular
involvement of women, bearing in mind their important
role in SARD. Governments and relevant international
organizations are therefore urged, as appropriate, to
further develop innovative institutional mechanisms to
ensure effective stakeholder participation in decision-
making related to SARD.

110. The United Nations Secretariat and FAO are
invited, in consultation with major groups,
Governments and other relevant organizations, to
jointly facilitate the establishment of an ad hoc
informal open-ended working group on SARD to
further develop the specific outcomes of the eighth
session of the Commission on Sustainable
Development, with a view to preparing for the
Commission�s tenth session.

B. Co-Chairmen’s summary of
discussions

1. Introduction

111. As part of the multi-year work programme of the
Commission on Sustainable Development adopted by
the General Assembly in 1997 at its nineteenth special
session, the eighth session of the Commission will
consider the topic of agriculture as an economic sector.
In this connection, the Commission�s Inter-sessional
Ad Hoc Working Group, meeting in New York from 28
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February to 3 March 2000, reviewed progress achieved
in the implementation of the objectives for �Promoting
sustainable agriculture and rural development� as set
out in chapter 14 of Agenda 21. It took into
consideration the comprehensive review of the
implementation of Agenda 21 undertaken in 1997.

112. The discussions of the Working Group were
intended as inputs for the consideration of agriculture
as an economic sector by the Commission on
Sustainable Development at its eighth session, to be
held from 24 April to 5 May 2000.

113. The Working Group�s discussion of the issue was
based upon the report of the Secretary-General entitled
�Sustainable agriculture and rural development� and its
addenda (E/CN.17/2000/7 and Add.1 and 2).

114. The Working Group examined the extent to which
SARD policies, strategies and programmes � as
outlined in chapter 14 of Agenda 21 � had been
implemented and how this progress had helped to
promote agriculture as an economic vehicle for
attaining the major objectives of SARD and the World
Food Summit Plan of Action in the post-United
Nations Conference on Environment and Development
period. Economic, social and environmental
dimensions of SARD were considered.

115. A number of delegations described their national
efforts to attain food security for their populations and
their efforts to reduce the number of undernourished
people. Agriculture sector policy reforms were meant
to provide a stable legislative framework and to
guarantee ownership of, and access to, productive
resources, especially on land; improve the functioning
of markets, inter alia, for labour and credit; and
sanction property rights and create risk-reduction,
among others things.

116. The multifunctional aspects of agriculture, as
described in chapter 14 of Agenda 21, and in the World
Food Summit Plan of Action, were emphasized by
some delegations, while some underlined that
consensus on the concept had not been achieved.

2. Food security and poverty alleviation

117. On the basis of current trends, the target
established by the World Food Summit of halving the
number of undernourished people by 2015 would not
be reached. Achieving food security is a global policy
objective of the highest priority. The developed

countries and the international community should
continue supporting food aid. Food-importing
countries, when formulating strategies for food
security, need to pay careful attention to vulnerabilities
in their food supply and to introduce concrete
complementary measures such as enhancement of
domestic food production, combined with improved
food-storage systems.

118. A direct consequence of slow progress in
achieving SARD is the persistent increase in the level
of poverty in developing countries. This has
contributed to widening the gap between rich and poor,
and has led to the marginalization of the poor in
general and women in particular.

3. Agricultural trade

119. Trade liberalization can have both positive and
negative impacts on agriculture and rural development.
Trade policies should be geared towards the
elimination of environmentally harmful subsidies and
any other trade distorting policies, which constitute
obstacles to market access for goods, including
possible environmental barriers to trade.

120. Trade liberalization can stimulate more efficient
use of natural resources and have positive impacts on
poverty eradication and the environment, provided that
mutually supportive social and environmental measures
are adopted. A more open multilateral trading system,
consistent with sustainable development, and the
elimination of protectionist practices are desirable.

121. A large number of small-scale subsistence
farmers in developing countries produce for
consumption, do not participate in the market and are
left behind by globalization. In addressing issues of
sustainability and liberalization of trade in the
agriculture sector, a balanced approach is needed,
bearing in mind the consensus reached in the series of
global conferences.

122. Because the internal market is no longer
protected in countries with economies in transition,
exporters from other countries with government
support are now gaining a greater share in the local
market for food.

4. Sustainable production systems

123. Terrestrial ecosystems and land productivity are
being threatened by unsustainable practices in
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agriculture, grazing and forestry. Many problems of
land degradation cannot be effectively addressed
without the reduction and eradication of poverty and
hunger. Soil protection measures are important for
increasing food production, ensuring food security and
protecting biological diversity. Identification of critical
areas of actual and potential land degradation is
important for determining priorities for land
conservation efforts and for protecting water resources
and biodiversity. Good agricultural practices can be
part of the solution to environmental degradation.

124. Urban and peri-urban agriculture could improve
rural/urban linkages, and rural development could
make an important contribution to food security and
nutritional status.

125. Regarding the relationship between biodiversity
and agriculture, action is needed to mitigate the
negative impacts from the expansion of agricultural
land and livestock grazing on natural ecosystems,
resulting in deforestation and the loss of biodiversity.
National and regional strategies and policies should be
introduced to reverse these trends and to reclaim and
rehabilitate degraded land and protect biodiversity.

126. An ecosystem approach to SARD has been
adopted in some countries. This approach views all
human activities in the context of the social, economic
and ecological environment in which they take place.

127. Unsustainable input use in agricultural production
needs to be eliminated, especially the use of chemicals
that result in an increase in water and soil pollution.
Practical ways need to be developed to enhance the
application of integrated pest management and the
sustainable use of fertilizers.

128. It is clearly impossible to resolve issues of
agriculture and rural development without dealing in a
substantial way with the issue of water. In this regard,
the reports emanating from Economic and Social
Council resolutions 1999/47, 1999/48 and 1999/49 will
be before the Commission on Sustainable Development
at its April 2000 session.

129. While organic farming had been promoted and
used in a number of countries, some countries were
cautious on this issue. They felt that there could be
limitations and risks in the organic production of food
in developing countries, and that this approach should
not be considered a solution for developing-country
needs. The use of organic agriculture as a basis for

setting standards that could lead to trade barriers
should be avoided. Nonetheless there are a number of
organic agricultural techniques that could be applied to
enhance traditional and other agricultural practices to
promote SARD. The international community should
assist developing countries in using and taking
advantage of these techniques.

130. One of the challenges for SARD is the
rehabilitation of agricultural and range lands by
harmonizing environmental and agricultural policies.
Another challenge is the conservation of farm land and
reclamation of degraded land by establishing
agricultural projects to meet basic food needs and
create job opportunities.

5. Biotechnology and biosafety

131. Research has an important role to play in
agricultural innovation, and biotechnology could
contribute to a great extent to food security. In order to
ensure that the use of biotechnology does not threaten
the conservation or sustainable use of biodiversity, the
precautionary approach, as articulated in principle 15
of the Rio Declaration on Environment and
Development, should apply. The use of biotechnology
should be introduced in such a manner as to ensure that
traditional farming practices are respected, equitable
access to farm inputs is ensured, the rights of
indigenous people and local communities are respected
and consumer concerns are met.

132. Governments should encourage investment in
research in the public domain for development of
affordable technology so as to enhance agricultural
productivity. The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to
the Convention on Biological Diversity is an important
instrument in the research, development and
application of biotechnology. It was felt that, because
existing plant-transformation technologies were
governed by stringent intellectual property rights
norms, access to these technologies and databases was
too costly to developing countries. There is a need to
recognize the issue of facilitated access to plant genetic
resources and technology.

133. Genetic approaches, including biotechnology,
could be a major avenue towards achieving increased
agricultural productivity. The environmental impact of
the use of genetically modified organisms for food and
agriculture must be subjected to proved tests before
their introduction into the international market.
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134. The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety should be
implemented. Appropriate strategies for sustainable
agriculture, for the protection of biodiversity and for
the assessment of genetically modified organisms
should be developed in line with the Protocol. Ways
and means to address consumers� concerns about
genetically modified organisms should be examined.
Cooperation within the international community is key
in the transfer of technology and exchange of
information for a better understanding of the harmful
effects of genetically modified food products.

6. Participation and empowerment

135. Empowerment, participation and partnerships are
critical to success in achieving SARD.

136. Community-based approaches to SARD and
natural resource management � where all key
stakeholders, including local communities, women and
indigenous people, play a part and accept an
appropriate level of responsibility for managing
resources and implementing appropriate solutions �
are crucial. Farmer participation is also critical in
agricultural research and extension endeavours.
Traditional and local knowledge should be recognized
and protected.

137. Security of land tenure provides confidence for
investment and management change. A legal
framework and institutions are needed to ensure secure,
equitable and transparent land tenure and access to
land, paying particular attention to gender aspects and
the rights of indigenous and local communities.

7. International cooperation

138. Many countries felt that the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification, which aims at
redressing land degradation in developing countries,
should receive adequate support, including financial
support, as one of the key instruments that would assist
in the implementation of SARD.

139. Other international instruments, including the
Convention on Biological Diversity, and the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
and its Kyoto Protocol, provide a framework for
international cooperation in SARD. Some delegations
felt that the mechanisms related to these Conventions
should be used to enhance the resource and financial
flows to SARD.

140. ODA has not reached the level agreed in Agenda
21. It has been consistently declining over the last 20
years, and ODA to agriculture has decreased by 50 per
cent in the last 10 years. Foreign direct investment
(FDI) has increased, but it has been highly uneven and
mainly directed outside the agriculture sector. FDI
should be used as a complementary investment to
domestic resources and ODA in promoting SARD.

141. International financial institutions should become
involved in transfer of technology, with emphasis on
allocation of funds to agricultural production and food
security. International organizations should encourage
developing countries in their efforts to achieve their
own food security.

142. United Nations agencies, programmes and funds
should provide support to implement Agenda 21 and to
achieve the targets of the World Food Summit. It was
noted, however, that food aid could have a negative
impact on SARD and on small-scale farmers.

143. International agencies, including financial
agencies, the private sector and other relevant
organizations should assist Governments and regional
entities in developing and building capacity for
effective use of early warning and environmental
monitoring systems. Efforts to improve resilience of
both agricultural and social systems in the face of
natural hazards are also encouraged.

144. Donor coordination and innovative partnerships,
including public-private partnerships, are important for
achieving greater investment in agriculture and the
rural sector.

145. To ensure food security in a sustainable manner,
new environmentally sound technologies, such as
integrated pest management and integrated plant
nutrition systems, should be adopted and adapted to
local conditions. The transfer of such technologies
should be promoted to assist developing countries in
coping with their challenges.

146. International agencies should assist Governments
in promoting sustainable agricultural research and
extension services, and in undertaking training
programmes for farmers and agro-food industries.

147. Effective international partnerships must be
established, when appropriate, among governmental,
non-governmental and private sector agencies to
transfer and adapt a broad range of knowledge,
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techniques and experience related to sustainable
agricultural development.

148. Action is needed on transfer of technology,
capacity-building and implementation of commitments
of Agenda 21 and other agreements.

149. The widespread dissemination of technological
information and innovative institutional practices to all
stakeholders is required to enhance the ability of
developing countries to introduce sustainable
agricultural practices.

150. Information technologies, including Internet
access, GIS, remote sensing and GPS offer valuable
technologies for SARD.

III. Other matters

151. No matters were discussed by the Working Group
under this agenda item.

IV. Adoption of the report of the
Working Group

152. At its 6th meeting, on 3 March 2000, the Working
Group had before it its draft report
(E/CN.17/ISWG.I/2000/L.1) as well as informal
papers.

153. At the same meeting, the Working Group took
note of the informal papers and adopted its report.

V. Organizational and other matters

A. Opening and duration of the session

154. The Inter-sessional Ad Hoc Working Group on
Integrated Planning and Management of Land
Resources; and Agriculture, of the Commission on
Sustainable Development, met in New York from 28
February to 3 March 2000, in accordance with
Economic and Social Council decision 1999/280 of 29
July 1999. The Working Group held 6 meetings (1st to
6th meetings).

155. The session was opened by the Co-Chairman of
the Commission on Sustainable Development, Choi
Seok-young (Republic of Korea).

156. The Director of the Division for Sustainable
Development of the United Nations Secretariat made
an introductory statement.

157. The Chairman of the inter-sessional event
�Cultivating Our Future� made a presentation.

158. The following made presentations on the Multi-
stakeholder Dialogue on Sustainable Agriculture: Leah
Porter (business and industry); David King,
International Federation of Agricultural Producers
(farmers); Lucien Royer, Trade Union Advisory
Council/Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development (trade unions); Carol Kalafatic,
indigenous people�s representative on the NGO
Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems Caucus
(non-governmental organization); and Gordon
Bispham, Southern Co-Chair of the NGO Sustainable
Agriculture and Food Systems Caucus.

B. Election of officers

159. At its 1st meeting, on 28 February, the Working
Group elected Patrick McDonnell (Ireland) and
Modesto Francisco Fernández Díaz-Silveira (Cuba) as
Co-Chairmen, by acclamation.

C. Agenda and organization of work

160. At its 1st meeting, on 28 February, the Working
Group adopted its provisional agenda contained in
document E/CN.17/ISWG.I/2000/1 and Corr.1, and
approved its organization of work. The agenda was as
follows:

1. Election of officers.

2. Adoption of the agenda and other
organizational matters.

3. Integrated planning and management of
land resources; and agriculture.

4. Other matters.

5. Adoption of the report of the Working
Group.

D. Attendance

161. The session was attended by representatives of 35
States members of the Commission on Sustainable
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Development. Observers for other States Members of
the United Nations and for the European Community,
and representatives of organizations of the United
Nations system and secretariats of treaty bodies, as
well as observers for intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations, also attended. The list of
participants is given in the annex to this report.

E. Documentation

162. The Working Group had before it the following
documents:

(a) Report of the Secretary-General on
integrated planning and management of land resources
(E/CN.17/2000/6);

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on
integrated planning and management of land
resources:   conservation of biological diversity
(E/CN.17/2000/6/Add.4);

(c) Report of the Secretary-General on
sustainable agriculture and rural development
(E/CN.17/2000/7);

(d) Report of the Secretary-General on
sustainable agriculture and rural development:
urbanization and sustainable agricultural development
(E/CN.17/2000/7/Add.1);

(e) Report of the Secretary-General on
sustainable agriculture and rural development:
biotechnology for sustainable agriculture
(E/CN.17/2000/7/Add.2);

(f) Letter dated 1 February 2000 from the
Permanent Representative of the Netherlands to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General,
transmitting the Chairman�s report on the
�Cultivating    Our Future� conference on the
multifunctional character of agriculture and land
(Maastricht, Netherlands, September 1999)
(E/CN.17/ISWG.I/2000/2).
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Annex
Attendance

Members of the Commission on Sustainable Development

Algeria: Abdallah Baali, Abderrahmane Merouane

Angola:

Belgium: André Adam, Dirk Wouters, Jan Verschooten, Gunther
Sleeuwagen, Chris Van den Bilcke, Rene Poismans,
Ulrich Lenaerts, Jean-Paul Charlier

Brazil: Maria Luiza Ribeiro Viotti, Barbara Briglia Tavora,
Antonio Ricardo Fernandes Cavalcante, Alexandre
Kotzias Peixoto, Audo Araujo Faleiro

Bulgaria: Vladimir Sotirov, Zvetolyuv Basmajiev

Cameroon:

Canada: Yvan Jobin, Kim Girtel, Craig Wilson, Tim Marta,
Jacques Forget, Andrew Kenyon, Iain MacGillivray,
Rasheda Nawaz, Sharon Lee Smith, Raina Ho, Janet
Stephenson

China: Zhang Xiaoan, Shi Weiqiang, Xie Junqi, Sun Zhen,
Bai Youngjie, Ni Hongxing

Colombia: Juan Mayr Maldonado, Alfonso Valdivieso, Fabio
Ocaziones, Mauricio Baquero, Adriana Soto

Côte d’Ivoire:

Cuba: Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla, Rafael Dausa Cespedes,
Modesto Fernandez Diaz-Silveira, Ileana Nuñez
Mordoche, Alfredo Curbelo

Czech Republic: Jan Kára, Martin Fanty�, Petr Pařízek

Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea: Kim Chang Guk, Mun Jong Chol

Democratic Republic
of the Congo: 

Denmark: Torben Mailand Christensen, Jørgen Hartnack, Peter
Gebert, Annette Samuelsen, Lisse Søe Naldal

Djibouti:

Egypt: Ahmed Aboul Gheit, Ahmed Darwish, Ahmed
Khorched, Hazem Fahmy, Ihab Gamaleldin, Riad El-
Badawy, Ahmed Fadel Bedewi, Hassan Wahbi Morsi,
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France: Alain Dejammet, Raymond Quereilhac, Genevieve
Verbrugge, Souad Le Gall, Paul Luu, Daniel Le
Gargasson

Germany: Martin Lutz, Stephan Contius, Reinhard Krapp, Joachim
Woiwode, Karl-Heinz Wittek, Cornelia Berns, Barbara
Schäfer, Peter Christmann, Raphael Breidenback, Astrid
Thyssen

Guyana: Samuel R. Insanally, Alison Drayton, George Wilfred
Talbot

Hungary: Sándor Mózes
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Indonesia: Makarim Wibisono, Makmur Widodo, Djauhari
Oratmangun, Ngurah Swajaya

Iran (Islamic
Republic of): Bagher Asadi, Mehdi Mirafzal, Mohsen Esperi

Ireland: Martin Farrell, Patrick McDonnell, Dympna Hayes

Italy: Sergio Vento, Valerio Astraldi, Corrado Clini,
Davide Morante, Giovanni Brauzzi, Valeria Rizzo, Paolo
Soprano, Fabio Cassese, Antonio Strambacci, Ines
Zezza, Giovannino Di Palma, Andrea Camponogara,
Walter Gallinetta, Umberto Binatti

Japan: Yuji Kumamaru, Koichiro Seki, Mitsuo Usuki,
Masatoshi Sato, Atsuhiro Meno, Shunichi Nakada,
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del Solar
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Republic of Korea: Suh Dae-won, Choi, Seok-Young, Yoon, Jong Soo, Shin
Won-woo, Kim Chan-Woo, Oh Youngju, Lee Sang-jae,
Jeong Young-Dae, Shin Chang-hyun, Kwak Il-Chyun

Russian Federation: Vassili A. Nebenzia, Aleksandr A. Pankin,
Dmitry I. Maksimychev, Sergey F. Bulgachenko,
Sergey O. Fedorov

Slovakia: Igor Vencel

Spain: Inocencio F. Arias, Juan Luis Flores, Francisco Rabena,
Luis Esteruelas, Adrian Vecino, Silvia Cortes

Sri Lanka: S. L. Weerasena

Sudan: Elfatih Mohamed Erwa, Mubarak Rahmtalla, Daffa-Alla
AlHag Ali Osman, Omer Dahab Fadol Mohamed, Tarig
Ali Bakhit

The former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia: Naste Čalovski, Vasko Grkov, Donka Gligorova, Goran

Stevčevski

Tunisia:

United Kingdom of
Great Britain and
Northern Ireland:

United States of
America: Mark G. Hambley, Adela Backiel, David Hales, Jennifer

Bergeron, Christine Bergmark, Thomas Brennan, Ann
Carey, James Colby, Wayne Denney, Michael Gallagher,
Melissa Kehoe, John Lewis, Daniel Magraw, Jonathan
Margolis, Franklin Moore, Christopher Muller, Lynette
J. Poulton, David Shark, Kenneth Thomas, David van
Hoogstraten, Kathryn Washburn, Norine Kennedy,
Thomas Rogers

Venezuela:
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States Members of the United Nations represented by observers

Azerbaijan, Austria, Barbados, Belarus, Croatia, Finland, Gambia, Greece,
Guatemala, Israel, Jordan, Kenya, Lithuania, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Poland,
Romania, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Sweden, Thailand, Trinidad and
Tobago

Entities represented by observers

European Community

Non-member States maintaining permanent observer missions
at Headquarters

Switzerland

Specialized agencies and related organizations

International Labour Organization, Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,
International Fund for Agricultural Development, United Nations Industrial
Development Organization, World Trade Organization

Intergovernmental organizations

Commonwealth Secretariat

Secretariats of treaty bodies

Convention on Biological Diversity

United Nations and related programmes

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, Economic
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia, United Nations Development Programme, United
Nations Environment Programme

Non-governmental organizations

International Chamber of Commerce, International Council for Local
Environmental Initiatives, The Popular Coalition to Eradicate Hunger and Poverty,
The Women�s Caucus, Third World Network


