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PRESENTATI ONS

Since the United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent held at
Ri o de Janeiro, local authorities have been actively inplenmenting their
responsibilities as identified in Agenda 21. More than 1,800 |ocal authorities
from 64 countries have established Local Agenda 21 processes. They are working
to reorgani ze thensel ves and change m ndsets and practices in order to becone
nore effective agents of sustainable devel opnent. They are establishing new
nechani sns for international cooperation with each other and the United Nations
system as attested, for exanple, by the establishnent of WACLAC. In their 1995
neeting with the Comm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent, |ocal authorities called
for greater recognition of their key role in sustainable devel opnent. In
contrast, they are now focusing on the key issues and obstacles with respect to
i mpl ementi ng Agenda 21 at the | ocal |evel

Activities

Local authorities fromaround the world spoke about Local Agenda 21
initiatives in their communities. These efforts are described bel ow

. Local authorities have been heavily involved with the United Nations Centre
for Human Settlenments (Habitat) in followup to the United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat 11).

. The United Arab Enmirates have devel oped a best practices conpetition to
encour age sust ai nabl e devel opnent activities.

. The City of London has undertaken a nunber of Local Agenda 21 initiatives.
A focal point of its efforts involves steering groups and task forces
conprising a wi de range of stakehol ders. These groups have devel oped and
| aunched pl ans on a nunmber of Agenda 21 issues including energy, health and
the natural environnent. The City of London has al so established a green
belt to ensure open spaces; created the first snoke control zone; increased
use of public transport; launched an environnmental forum on environmental
ri sk managenment; and undertaken a nmaj or regeneration study. O her London-
based programes are providing support to local authorities in Africa and
exam ni ng sustainability indicators.

. Devel opnent of a sanitation progranme in Marrakech invol ved national/loca
government cooperation, a tax financing programre, citizen participation
and privatization. Qher Marrakech projects are providing housing to | ow
i ncomre people and restoring historic sites in Marrakech

. Barcelona is working to inplenment Agenda 21 via a consensus-buil ding forum
Components of the Barcel ona process include decentralization and citizen
partici pation.

. Leicester City Council reported on a national campaign for Local Agenda 21
Thi s campai gn provides training, guidance, research and technical support
to local authorities and comrunities for Local Agenda 21 planning and
i npl enentati on. The canpaign has recruited 75 per cent of |oca
authorities to establish a nmultisectoral forumto oversee planning of Loca

/...
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Agenda 21 inplenmentation. The canpaign has also resulted in a survey,
whi ch i ndi cates consi derabl e progress concerni ng awar eness and
i npl enent ati on of Agenda 21 throughout the United Ki ngdom

. In countries such as the United Ki ngdom and Sweden, national canpaigns are
proving instrumental in inplementing Local Agenda 21 initiatives.

bst acl es

Local authorities highlighted the obstacles they face in inplenenting Loca
Agenda 21. These obstacles include lack of political will; insufficient
resources; absence of partnerships; and policies that pronote unsustainable
practices. Specific difficulties include those described bel ow

. Part nershi ps between national and | ocal governnments are often
under devel oped.

. In sone cases, national Governments and their policies pose the npst
i mportant barriers to Local Agenda 21 inplenentation. These obstacles
i nclude lack of interest in and attention to Agenda 21; absence of
integrated transportation policies; unsustainable energy policies; |ack of
tax raising powers; and poor enforcement of environnental |aws.

. Subsi di es that encourage unsustai nabl e practices al so pose problens in many
countri es.
. Banki ng institutions often overl ook the social value of agriculture

programes which are in urgent need of financial assistance.
Priorities

The priorities outlined by |local authorities reflect the obstacles they
wi sh to overconme. Suggestions by local authorities include calls for enhanced
| ocal / national partnerships; capacity-building; attention to Agenda 21 and
Habitat 11 objectives; and information networks. Myre detailed priorities are
listed bel ow

. Devel op and enhance partnershi ps between | ocal and subnational governnents,
as well as national Governments, to create incentives and overcone
di sincentives to sustainable practices at the |local |evel.

. Support devel opnent of political will to address sustainability issues.

. Buil d capacities of local authorities particularly in the area of finance,
and provide powers equal to responsibilities.

. Legalize and formalize the relationship between the United Nations and
i nternational organi zations of |ocal authorities.

. Encourage | ocal governments to be proactive through devel opment of
strategi c pl ans.
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. I ncrease harnoni zation of fiscal policy, and the internalization of socia

and environmental costs.

. Integrate the provisions of Habitat Il and Agenda 21

DI ALOGUE

Representatives of the foll owi ng Governnents made statenents during the
di al ogue session: Australia, China, Netherlands, France, Peru, Philippines,
Sweden, United States of America. Statenents were also made by the
representative of the United Nations Devel opnment Progranmme (UNDP) and by the
representative of a non-governnental organization (Brazil)

Several governnment representatives enphasi zed the inportance of the
di al ogue with |l ocal authorities and acknow edged that the chal |l enge for
sustainability ultimately lay within the world's cities (United States,
Net her | ands) .

One governnent representative noted that |ocal authorities should aimto
assist the United Nations rather than seek assistance fromit (France). A
panel | i st responded that |ocal authorities should work to ensure that WACLAC
becane a pernanent body, formally recognized by the United Nations. Another
panel list noted that |ocal authorities should have a | ouder voice in the
international community in order to ensure bal anced part nershi ps.

Several governnment representatives discussed Local Agenda 21 initiatives in
their countries. One representative described projects concerning | ake
nmanagenent, health and strategi c devel opnent plans (Philippines). Another
representative nentioned sustai nabl e devel opnent pilot projects in his country
(China). Gass-roots groups, non-governnental organizations and other nmgjor
group representatives have been especially inportant in sustainabl e devel opnent
efforts (Sweden). Australia will be hosting an international conference
entitled "Pathways to Sustainability" in Newcastle (1-5 June 1997). That
conference will showcase case studies of local initiatives and nake a
contribution to the special session of the General Assenbly (Australia).

One panellist called for a network that would enable | ocal authorities to
share experiences and information. One non-governnental organization
representative noted the need to coordi nate progranmes such as the d oba
Environnent Facility (GEF) and Capacity 21 with Local Agenda 21 initiatives.

One governnent representative commented that |ocal authority proposals did
not pay adequate attention to public participation in Local Agenda 21
i mpl ement ati on processes and stressed the inportance of engaging private sector
representatives early in the process of Local Agenda 21 inplenentation (United
States). Panellists acknow edged that nany groups were involved including
educat ors, non-governnmental organizations and the private sector and that
participation was the foundation of the Local Agenda 21 process. Particul ar
assistance is required to achieve greater private sector participation in Loca
Agenda 21 activities.
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CHALLENGES AND RECOMVENDATI ONS TO THE
COWM SSI ON ON SUSTAI NABLE DEVELGPMENT

Chal | enges and recomendations for the Conmi ssion on Sustainable
Devel opnent are ai ned at strengtheni ng partnershi ps anong | ocal, subnational and
national |evels, exam ning obstacles and pronoting decentralization. Loca
authorities highlighted the follow ng chall enges and reconmendati ons.

. Nat i onal campai gns: Local Agenda 21 programes shoul d be actively
encouraged in each country, particularly through establishment of Loca
Agenda 21 national canpaigns in partnership with |local authority
associ ati ons.

. @ obal targets and overcom ng obstacles: The Conmm ssion on Sustai nabl e
Devel opnent shoul d establish global targets to encourage Local Agenda 21
canpai gns, and to review and address obstacles to Local Agenda 21
initiatives.

. Fresh water: The international conmmunity should provide an enabling
envi ronnent that encourages subnational and | ocal authorities (with
i nvestments from public and private sources) to extend and increase
efficiency of water supply and sanitation services, especially in fast-
growi ng urban areas and poor rural comunities.

. Decentralization: Trends towards decentralization of governnent to | oca
| evel s shoul d be recogni zed and support should be given to | oca
authorities to assist in inplenentation of their new governance and service
provi sion responsibilities.

. Study of national barriers to Local Agenda 21 inplenentation: O her
proposal s requested the Conm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opment to comm ssion
a study that exam ned barriers (especially those erected and mai ntai ned by
nati onal CGovernnents) to Local Agenda 21 inplenentation. Barriers my
concern transportation, energy, tax policies, subsidies and poor
enf orcenent of regul ations.



