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Summary report of the dial ogue session with farners

(16 April 1997)

Chai r man: Ms. Moni ka Linn-Locher (Switzerland), Vice-Chairman, Conm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent

Facilitator: M. Linda Elswi ck, Wrld Sustainable Agriculture Association
United States of America

Presenters: Farmers representing the foll ow ng organi zati ons made
presentations: Federation of Swedish Farners; Danish Farners
Uni on; National Farnmers' Union, Canada; Zanbian Wnen in
Agriculture; Union Nacional de Agricultores y Ganaderos,
Ni caragua; New Brunswi ck Federation of Agriculture, Canada; Centre
for Citizens Initiative - Mdscow, Russian Federation; and
Kar nat aka State Farners Associ ation, |ndia.

PRESENTATI ONS

The Earth Summit had hei ghtened awar eness of inportant |inks among farm ng,
envi ronnent and devel opnent. Farners have a greater awareness of their
environnental responsibilities to society, are increasingly addressing
environnental inpacts of their practices as well as identifying and carrying out
solutions. |ssues concerning food and agriculture transforned the abstract
concept of sustainabl e devel opnment into sonething tangi bl e and neani ngful to al
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peopl e. Farm managenent and resource conservation, technol ogi cal devel opnents,
land tenure, trade, and the role of wonen were just a few of the many issues
that surfaced in the discussion between farners and Governnents.

Activities

Farmers are undertaking initiatives to pronote sustainable agriculture.
Sone of these activities are indicated bel ow

. A voluntary farm programe in Denmark engaged partici pants at national and
| ocal levels, and allowed farners to view thenselves as an integrated part
of society. That programme educated farnmers and pronoted good farm ng
practices. The programme al so established standards for pesticide and
fertilizer use, animal manure, water quality, energy consunption and
research. It was carried out through a conbination of farner participation
in the regul atory process and support of consumners.

. Various other programes such as environnental farm plans based on self-
eval uation, eco-audits and codes of good farm practice have been initiated
(Canada, Sweden).

. Zanmbi an worren have organi zed a programme for wonen farners that has
enpower ed wonen and educated them about sustainable farm ng practices and
managemnent .

. Wth the hel p of an Anerican non-governnental organization, a group in the

Russi an Federati on devel oped a consultative process for farmers, with a
particul ar focus on wonmen farners. That programe educated both producers
and consuners about sustainabl e agriculture.

. Land tenure reforms, agricultural cooperatives, rural banks and rura
worren' s servi ces have helped in creating a supportive econom ¢ and soci al
framework for sustainable agriculture in several countries.

Obst acl es

onstacl es faced by farners concern poverty and | ow farminconme, |ack of
I and tenure, trade policies and attitudes towards biol ogi cal diversity.
Exanmpl es are gi ven bel ow.

. Farmers, historically, have been viewed as people who exploit the | and.

. Insecure | and tenure and poverty, governnent neglect and |ack of investnent
in rural areas underm ne sustainable farmng efforts, especially in
devel opi ng countri es.

. Low net farmincomes force farmers to consider only the short-term and not
to take into account the long-termeffects of their activities on the
environnent. Furthernore, such |ow prospects do not attract young peopl e
into farm ng, which is |leading to an ageing farm ng popul ation (in
i ndustrialized countries) or the fem nization of agriculture (in devel oping
countries).
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Pol i cies that favour cash crop production can | ead to unsustai nable
agricul ture.

The World Trade Organization and trade |iberalization have created a

wat ershed of adverse effects on farmers. The gl obal market is determ ning
what is produced, who is producing it and who has control over what is
produced. @ obalization of the econony has al so usurped the place of
instruments for ensuring food security, and noved deci si on-maki ng out si de
of public institutions.

For some countries, barriers to export, especially escalating tariffs on
processed and sem -processed agricul tural products, have detrinenta
effects on their agricultural activities and deny themthe opportunity to
devel op donestic agro-industrial processing.

Farmers find it difficult to participate in the international arena for a
variety of reasons, including financial constraints.

Vested interests in industrialized countries refuse to recogni ze peasants
and i ndi genous peopl es as generators, owners and guardi ans of biodiversity.

The spread of urban and industrial areas threatens prine agricultural [|and.

Organic farmng receives little attention and recognition from governnent.

Priorities

Priorities outlined by farners address environnental |y sound farm ng
techni ques, land tenure, partnerships and trade. Exanples are set forth
bel ow.

I denti fying probl ems using | ocal know edge and seeking | ocal solutions and
long-termland tenure are inperative for sustainable agriculture.

Agriculture is a long-term business. Farmers, therefore, need a long-term
predi ct abl e perspective and policy environnment in which to work.

Farmmers cannot pursue sustainable agriculture alone. C ose cooperation
between farmers and authorities is essential in establishing a |egislative
framework in such areas as the use of manure, fertilizer and pesti cides,
animal intensity, and protected natural areas.

Research is inportant for furthering the use of agricultural practices
Consequently, farners shoul d enhance alliances with scientific and
techni cal institutions.

| mproved di al ogue with agro-industry, environnental and conservation groups
and wi th consumer associations is al so necessary.

The effects of trade liberalization on farnmers require greater attention
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DI ALOGUE

Representatives of the foll owi ng Governnents made statenents during the
di al ogue session: Australia, Canada, Finland, Germany, Ireland, Japan, Peru
Philippines, United States of America. Farmers and representatives of
non- governmental organi zations fromthe floor also took part in the discussion

One organic farner called for increased attention to organic farm ng
(I'nternational Federation of Organic Agriculture Mwvenents (IFOAM). He pointed
out the increased demand for organic farmng products in Austria, Switzerland
and Dennark. The representative of a non-governnental organization noted that
t he Conm ssion on the Status of Wnen supported farners, especially organic
farmers. She pointed to references to organic farmng by the Fourth Wrld
Conference on Wnen. These references stress |inkages between heal th and
agricul ture.

Al t hough changes in production nethods could |lead to extra costs for
farmers, a panellist noted that there are win-win situations where, for exanple,
a reduction in the use of inputs through better managenent practices leads to a
decrease both in costs and in the inpact on the environnent. Another panelli st
added that environnmentally friendly production nethods al so nake good busi ness
sense, since consuners are increasingly demandi ng that agricultural production
take the environment into consideration

Several speakers enphasi zed probl ens associated with the Wrld Trade
Organi zation and trade liberalization. One non-governnmental organization
representative said that farner nmarketing boards, backed by Governnments, were
essential for famly farmers. Yet such boards are currently being chall enged by
the World Trade Organi zation (Canadian farner). Another representative of a
non- governmental organi zation (Bolivia) called for protection of rural farmers
against free market forces. One governnent representative suggested that
gl obal i zati on responded to consuner demands by establishing |ower prices. As an
exanpl e, he pointed to decreased prices after his Governnent had joi ned the
European Union (Finland). A farner pointed out that not all farners were
benefiting fromthe so-called free trade (farner from N caragua). Even when
they wish to export their products, there are still trade barriers and the
dunpi ng of subsidized products continues to threaten the |ivelihoods of donmestic
product s.

One participant noted that the Conmi ssion on Sustainable Devel opnent inits
docunmentation had failed to mention the Leipzig International Technica
Conference on Plant Genetic Resources, efforts of the Food and Agriculture
Organi zation of the United Nations (FAO, and initiatives under the Convention
on Biological Diversity relevant to agriculture (India). She and others
enphasi zed |inks between biodiversity and agriculture, biosafety issues and the
threat of technol ogical totalitariani sm

One governnent representative asked how farners reconciled their roles as
busi ness peopl e and guardi ans of the earth, especially in the third world. He
asked about the possibility of having these two roles coincide, especially in
the third world (Germany). A panellist responded that |egislation was required
to help mesh the farnmer's different roles. A farmer representing a third world
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Governnent called attention to the fact that environnental subsidies in one
country can inmpact on another country's agricultural sector annihilating peasant
househol ds and smal | -scal e agriculture. One government representative

consi dered that the trade rules needed to be rewitten to encourage sustainabl e
agriculture (India).

One governnent representative asked whether the world's farners woul d be
capabl e of feeding the increasing world population. |In response, farnmers noted
the role of technology and | ocal agriculture. One non-governmental organization
representative pointed out that the question was one concerning not the quantity
of food, but rather its distribution

One governnent representative recogni zed the negative public inmage of
farmers in sonme countries. He asked whether farnmer/consunmer group partnerships
woul d be productive (lreland). A panellist suggested that what consuners said
and what they bought were two different matters. Farnmers will produce what
consunmers want. | n sone cases, they have to be prepared to pay higher prices
for food products.

One representative noted that many people in rural conmmunities were
| andl ess but contributed to food production as farmworkers. He urged
Governnents to address hunger and undernouri shment and stressed that each
househol d unit nust be able to neet daily food requirenents (Philippines).

CHALLENGES AND RECOMVENDATI ONS TO THE COWM SSI ON ON
SUSTAI NABLE DEVELOPMENT

Sone chal | enges and recomrendati ons are presented bel ow.

. The international community should take a nore conprehensive approach to
food security by involving representatives fromall sectors of society.

. Farmers' organi zati ons shoul d be included in national del egations attending
nmeetings that discuss issues related to the agricultural sector.

. I ncreased interaction between the United Nations and the Wrld Trade
Organi zation i s needed.

. The Conmi ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnment should facilitate approval of the
@ obal Plan of Action and the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic
Resources as a protocol to the Convention on Biological Diversity. This
requires inmrediate finalization of the revision to the Internationa
Undert aking as a protocol to the Convention on Biological Diversity.

. There is a need to review, assess and, if necessary, nodify existing
nati onal legislation and international agreenents concerning intellectua
property rights, land tenure and seed |l egislation (also post-Wrld Trade
Organi zation legislation) to ensure that they support and do not run
counter to farmers' rights and to the overarchi ng objectives of the
Convention on Biological Diversity.
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. The WIO revi ew process in 1999-2000 should |l ead to renmoval of agriculture

fromthe Uruguay Round of multilateral trade negotiations agreenents and to
the elimnation of trade-related intellectual property rights (TRIPsS) in
agricul ture.

. There shoul d be a noratoriumon bioprospecting activities, as well as on
the rel ease of genetically nodified plant varieties and organi sns.

. Devel oped countries and agri busi nesses shoul d provi de conmpensation for the
devel opi ng-country know edge and resources that they have been using for
many years.

. The Conmi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent shoul d pronote the establishnment
of a permanent working group on farmers' rights, biodiversity and
sust ai nabl e agricul ture.

. An international convention to address farner's rights and sustai nable
agriculture issues would help to build accountability within the structure
of international |aw

. The Conmi ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent shoul d arrange for consultative
status for farners as a major group by the tinme of the special session of
t he General Assenbly.

. Farmers' organi zations, especially those fromthe devel opi ng countries and
in countries in transition, should be supported and strengthened to becomne
effective partners in policy design and inplenentation

. Public research on sustainable farnm ng practices, inproved croppi ng nethods
and extension services should be increased at all |evels.



