UNITED
NATIONS E

Economic and Social Council
A/ Distr.
LI M TED

E/ CN. 17/ 1997/ L. 12
25 April 1997

ORI G NAL: ENGLI SH

COVWM SSI ON ON SUSTAI NABLE DEVELOPMENT
Fifth session
7-25 April 1997
PROPCSED DRAFT PQOLI Tl CAL STATEMENT

Note by the Secretari at

1. Upon request of the Comm ssion on Sustainable Devel opment at its fifth
session, the Secretariat is circulating a text entitled "Proposed draft
political statenent”, which was presented by the Chairman of the Comm ssion,
Dr. Mostafa Tol ba (Egypt), and the Vice-Chairperson, Ms. Monica Linn Locher
(Switzerl and).

2. The Conmi ssion agreed that the text of this docunent woul d be subject to
further consultations and negotiations in the context of the preparations for
and during the nineteenth special session of the General Assenbly (New York,
23-27 June 1997). Furthernore, it was agreed that comments on this text should
be sent by 30 May 1997 to the Chairman of the Conm ssion through the
Secretariat. Accordingly, delegations are invited to submt their coments to
the foll owing address - United Nations Secretariat, D vision for Sustainable
Devel opnent / DPCSD, Room DC2-2220, Two United Nations Plaza, New York, N.Y.
10017; fax: (212) 963-4260.
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PROPOSED DRAFT POLI TI CAL STATEMENT
1. At the nineteenth special session of the General Assenbly, held from23 to

27 June 1997, we, Heads of State and Governnent* and ot her Heads of Del egation
have gathered here to review progress in the inplenentati on of Agenda 21,! which
addresses the pressing problenms of today and al so ains at preparing the world
for the chall enges of the next century.

2. The United Nations Conference on Environnment and Devel opnent, held at R o
de Janeiro from3 to 14 June 1992, was a | andrmark event. At our Sunmt Meeting
at that Conference we | aunched a new gl obal partnership for sustainable

devel opnent - a partnership which respects the interests of all, and protects
the integrity of our global environnent. It reflects a global consensus and
political conmtnent at the highest |evel for cooperation on devel oprent and
envi ronnent .

3. We acknow edge that a nunber of positive results have been achieved in
several social, economc and environnmental conponents of sustainabl e devel opnment
since Rio. However, we are deeply concerned that the overall outl ook for
sust ai nabl e devel opment is not much better today than what it was in 1992 in
many parts of the world, especially in the | east devel oped countries.

4. In this context, we enphasize that, given the accelerating pace of the

gl obal i zati on process, the persistence of poverty and the grow ng gap between
devel oped and devel opi ng countries, the conprehensive inplenentation of

Agenda 21 remains vitally inportant and is even nore urgent now than ever. W
reaffirmthat all the principles contained in the Rio Declaration on Environnent
and Devel opnent? shall continue to guide us in this conprehensive

i npl enentation. W also reaffirmthe commtnents we pledged at R o; we consider
themall as the foundation and |long-term framework for sustainabl e devel opnent.
W pl edge to work together in good faith and in the spirit of partnership to
achi eve our commtnents. W decide to nove now fromwords to deeds.

5. We nust reverse the trend of deterioration of the environnent and natura
resource depletion everywhere. W shall work together to inprove the current
terns of international cooperation. W wll all work, at the national level, to
ensure good governance and full respect of human rights.

6. We shal |l ensure that globalization trends have a positive inpact on
sust ai nabl e devel opment. To this end we shall devel op, strengthen and inpl ement
national and international environmental and social policies and integrate them
fully with all economic policies. W reaffirmour commtnment to the enpower nment
and full participation of major groups of society and we underline, in
particular, the critical role of women in the achi evenent of sustainable

devel opnent .

* Wien the term "Government” is used, it will be deemed to include the
Eur opean Community within its area of conpetence
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7. We acknowl edge that unsustai nable and wasteful patterns of consunption and
producti on negatively affect the quality of life and well-being and inhibit
econom ¢ and soci al devel opnent. We commit ourselves to accel erate noves to
change such patterns. W further acknow edge that achieving this requires
changes i n human behavi our based on the best cultural, noral and environnenta
et hi cs.

8. We shall fornulate or strengthen national policies and strategies geared to
substantially reduci ng overall poverty in the shortest possible time, reducing

i nequalities and eradicating absolute poverty by a target date to be specified
by each country in its national context. As a step in this direction, we
intend, through effective national policies and adequate internationa

assi stance, including transfer of financial resources and of environnentally
sound technol ogi es, to reduce by half, by the year 2015, the proportion of
people living today in absol ute poverty.

9. We al so fully support the establishnment of other achievable tinebound goal s
and targets within the next five and ten years as well as longer-termtargets
for nmoving towards sustainabl e devel opnent. Certain goals and targets shoul d be
differentiated according to | evels of progress in different regions and of
nations within regions; they should be equitable and shoul d be nmeasurabl e

t hrough agreed neasurenent tools.

10. We commit ourselves to the expeditious conclusion of ongoing negotiations
rel ated to sustainabl e devel opnent (climate change, biodiversity, ozone

depl etion, desertification, and prior inforned consent relating to trade in
chemi cals) and to ensuring the participation of all States in relevant existing
conventions, in their full inplementation and in the conpliance with their
provi si ons.

11. W reaffirmour commtnent to continue to press ahead with the

i mpl ement ati on of the whol e of Agenda 21 but we wish to bring particular focus
in the discussions within the Comm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opment in the next
five years on ... [to be conpleted in the light of the outcome of the
negoti ati ons on the programe of work].

12. To deal with the major problens facing the world in a concerted gl oba
effort it is vital that nore resources are devoted to sustainabl e devel opnment.
We conmit ourselves to nobilize domestic resources for that purpose. Devel oped
countries commt thensel ves to support devel oping countries and countries with
economes in transition with adequate financial resources fromall sources.
They reaffirmtheir commtnent to the target of 0.7 per cent of gross nationa
product for official devel opnent assistance for devel oping countries. W stress
that we will work to ensure that investnment, including donestic and foreign
direct investnments, contribute to sustainable devel opnent. Devel oped countries
also confirmtheir intention effectively to assist in and facilitate the
transfer of environmentally sound technol ogies. The overall goal is to ensure
t hat devel opi ng countries becone full partners in the struggle against
unsust ai nabl e devel opment and the destruction of natural resources.

13. Wthin the franework of the Wrld Trade O gani zation we shall pronote the
i ntegration of sustainable developnent within the nmultilateral trading systens

/...
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and ensure that trade rules are conpatible with strong and effective
environnental policies. W shall ensure that the international economc climate
i s conduci ve to hel pi ng devel opi ng countries and countries with economes in
transition to produce goods and services and to have access to narkets. W
shal | support all efforts to ensure that goods and services produced by al
countries are environmentally friendly.

14. W confirmthe Comm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent as a main forumw thin
the United Nations systemfor ensuring the full integration of econom c and
soci al devel opnent considerations with those of environnental protection. W
reaffirmthat the United Nations Environnent Programe has been and shal
continue to be the principle United Nations body in the field of environnent and
that we shall strengthen its standing and reformit to becone the | eading
authority in that field.

15. Tine is of the essence. W need every hand to reverse the deterioration
trend. The attached programme for the further inplenentation of Agenda 21 is
our vehicle to achieve that. W shall do all we can to ensure that the public
at large feel ownership of this programme. Only then can the programme be fully
i mpl ement ed.

Not es

! Report of the United Nations Conference on Environnment and Devel opnent,
Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992, vol. |, Resolutions adopted by the Conference
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 93.1.8), resolution 1, annex II

2 1bid., annex |



