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| NTRCDUCT1 ON

1. At its fourth nmeeting, in April 1996, the Comm ssion on Sustainabl e

Devel opnent, in paragraph 6 of its decision 4/8 on information provi ded by
Governnents and organi zations, noted that in the period followi ng the United
Nati ons Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent (UNCED), States were being
confronted with a grow ng nunber of reporting requirenents in the field of
sust ai nabl e devel opment. In order to reduce duplication of work, the Comm ssion
requested the Secretary-General, in cooperation with interested States, to
provide the Commission at its fifth session with proposals for streamining
national reporting in the field of sustainable devel opment. The country
profiles could be the initial step towards streanlining reporting requirenents.
The present report has been prepared in conpliance with that request.

2. Concern at the increasing nunber of national reports that countries are
required to submit has been growi ng and expressed in various foruns. Menber
States have noted that they must prepare reports not only for the Comm ssion but
also to conply with the requirenents of conventions, agreenents reached at nmjor
conferences and gl obal programmes of action. For all countries, the requests
constitute a burden; but for countries with Iimted capacity, the burden has
becone overwhelming. It has al so becone apparent that sone of the information
bei ng requested is duplicative and redundant.

. SCOPE OF THE REPCRTI NG REQUI REMENTS

A. Reports to the Comm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent

3. In pursuance to a decision taken by the Conm ssion at its first session, in
1993, Covernments and organi zations were invited to submt information to the
Conmmission in order to allow it to nonitor progress at the national level in the
i npl enent ati on of Agenda 21.

4. In preparation for its special session to review and appraise the

i mpl enent ati on of Agenda 21, the Ceneral Assenbly, in paragraph 13 (b) of its
resol uti on 50/113 of 20 Decenber 1995, requested the Secretary-General to
prepare country profiles providing a concise presentation of progress made and
constraints encountered in inplenenting Agenda 21 at the national |evel,
conpiled on the basis of national information received and in close cooperation
with the Governnments concerned. Those profiles, which cover all chapters of
Agenda 21, have been prepared and are available electronically as well as in
hard copy, facilitating their use, as suggested by the Conm ssion as a basis for
strean i ni ng.

B. Gher reporting requirenents

5. In the context of conventions, national information is requested with a
view to nonitoring conpliance with inplenentation by parties to the conventi ons.
The conventions requiring reporting on sustainabl e devel opnent issues incl ude:
the United Nations Franmework Convention on dinmate Change, the Convention on
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Bi ol ogi cal Diversity, the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification in
Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification

particularly in Africa, the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary
Movenent s of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal, the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea, and the Convention on the Elimnation of Discrimnation
agai nst Wonen. Requests vary frominformation on national legislation to highly
technical and detailed data at the national level. Mst of the conventions have
or are fornulating guidelines to assist countries in reporting, and nbst require
the formul ati on of national strategies.

6. A nunber of extensive national reports have al so been requested in the
context of the preparation of major conferences held since UNCED, such as the
Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnent, the International Conference on Popul ation
and Devel opnent, and the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen. Those conferences
have al so resulted in requests for informati on on agreenents reached and
requests for followup to global plans of action. The Econom c and Soci a
Counci| has discussed the issue, and in its agreed conclusions 1995/ 1, requested
the Secretary-General to prepare a standardi zed and sinplified format that could
be used by Governments in preparing information on a single subject or in
clusters of subjects. In response to that request, the Secretary-Ceneral, in
his report on the inplenmentation of agreed conclusions 1995/1 (E/ 1996/59), noted
that the General Assenbly had requested the Secretariat to prepare country
profiles for the special session to be held in June 1997 for the purpose of an
overal |l review and appraisal of the inplenentation of Agenda 21. It was also
noted that simlar efforts would need to be pursued in followi ng up the other
conf erences.

1. FOLLOW UP ACTI ONS/ CONSULTATI ON PROCESS

7. In that context and in order to ascertain the extent of reporting

requi renments and identify overlaps, a survey of reporting requirenents was
undertaken (see annex |) and a reporting cal endar prepared (see annex |1).

I nt er-agency consultations were held on 5 and 6 Decenber 1996, resulting in a
report with proposals on streamining for discussion at the ninth nmeeting of the
I nter-Agency Conmittee on Sustainabl e Devel opnent (1 ACSD) (20 and

21 February 1997). Subsequently, as requested by the Comm ssion, the
responsi bl e Vice-Chair of the Comm ssion convened informal consultations with
nmenber States on 25 February 1997

8. Throughout, the focus was on the stream ining of reporting processes, that
is, on requests for information nade to Governnents, and not on the products of
t hose requests, bearing in mnd that reports thenselves are generally prepared
in response to legal commtnments or |egislative nmandates. G ven that scope, the
exercise was limted to information requested within the context of the United
Nations. There was, however, recognition of the fact that many countries are
also required to submt reports in response to requests by regional and other
non- Uni ted Nations organi zations, such as the Oganisation for Econonic
Cooperati on and Devel opnent. In addition, the focus was prinarily on those
reporting requirements that have enmerged since UNCED
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[11. CONCLUSI ONS REACHED AND PROPCSALS FOR STREAMLI NI NG
9. Based on the neetings and consultati ons described above, the proposals set

out bel ow are brought to the attention of the Conmi ssion for its consideration
and deci si on.

10. Information relevant to Agenda 21 shoul d be shared by requesting it in such
a manner that CGovernments woul d not be requested to provide the sanme infornmation
to nmore than one United Nations organi zation or convention secretariat.

11. Information mandated fromlegally binding instrunents, as well as by
deci sions and resol utions of intergovernnental bodies should continue to be
provided to the respective secretariats. |In addition, other United Nations

system organi zati ons that request national information should continue to do so.
In both cases, the respective secretariats should nake that information

avail abl e, as appropriate for Agenda 21, to the secretariat of the Comm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent, for inclusion in future updated country profiles.
Wthout prejudice to future decisions of the Conmm ssion, countries should not be
requested to provide that information separately to the Comm ssion unless they
have not reported it previously (e.g., where reports are requested by a
convention but a country is not a party to that convention). It was also agreed
that, at all times, Governnents have the discretion to report further to the
Commi ssion or to any other body, particularly where they find the process of
reporting beneficial to their own strategic planning and participatory

deci si on- maki ng.

12. Organizations that have not yet done so shoul d nove towards making their
information available electronically, on a country-by-country basis, in a manner
that facilitates electronic |inkages anong the organi zati ons of the United
Nations system and the secretariats of the conventions. The streaniining
exerci se should be integrated with the progranme of work related to the

i nter-agency exercise to inprove access to United Nations systeminformation on
sust ai nabl e devel opment. Further to earlier decisions of the Conm ssion, and

| ACSD, such access is being provided through the creation of a systemw de
sust ai nabl e devel opment site on the Wrld Wde Wb in 1997, which will provide
the |inkages anong rel evant databases. Country files are intended to be part of
the Wb site (see annex |I1).

13. The reporting cal endar (see annex I1) should be updated annually and nade
avail abl e to the Comm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opment and ot her

i ntergovernnental bodies, as well as electronically. The cal endar was drafted
with a viewto identifying all major reporting requirenents in the field of

sust ai nabl e devel opment through the year 2000. It is intended to denobnstrate
how t he various reports requested interrelate, and to assist Governments in

pl anning for all reports related to sustainable developnment. |t has been
circulated to all convention secretariats and task nanagers, but still requires

conpl etion.

14. A longer-termobjective is also proposed for the consideration of the
Commi ssi on, nanely, nmovenment towards the eventual creation of nationa
sust ai nabl e devel opment Wb sites by each nenber State. Such Wb sites would
al |l ow each country to post the data necessary as a part of its reporting
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requirenents to all relevant bodies, as well as other information to be
determ ned by the country. Information could then be extracted fromthe
nati onal Wb site electronically, thereby circunventing the need to request
information. Such an approach would help link institutions and departnents
within a country; would provide all decision nakers in that country with
conprehensive information; and would facilitate the sharing of information
internationally.

15. It is understood that sonme countries mght need technical and/or financia
assistance to acconplish this, as well as to build capacity in the area of
reporting in general, and that should be kept in mnd in the devel opnent of any
such progranmme of work.

16. Arelated activitiy is the production of a manual on sustainable

devel opnent reporting along the lines of the Manual on Human Rights Reporting.?
The latter Manual is a reference guide for countries that contains genera

i nformati on on the reporting process and guidelines for reporting under six
maj or human rights instruments. A simlar manual for sustainabl e devel opnent
could also serve as a training and reference guide for countries, and,

inter alia, could contain the matrix, cal endar and guidelines for reporting to
t he vari ous conventions and ot her organizations. |In the informal consultations
with nenber States, it was suggested that the conpilation and preparation of
such a manual be consi dered.

V. PROPCSALS FOR FUTURE WORK/ ACTI ON

17. Based on the above, the Comm ssion may w sh to consider the foll ow ng work
pr ogr ame:

(a) The Secretariat will continue its efforts to conplete and update the
information in the reporting matrix and cal endar (see annexes | and I1) so that
they may be circul ated and used as pl anni ng tools;

(b) The Secretariat will work together with other organizations in the
United Nations system as well as with the secretariats of the rel evant
conventions, to share informati on on sustai nabl e devel opnent in such a way as to
avoi d duplication of requests to Governnents for information

(c) In order to share information, efforts will continue within the United
Nations systemto nmake information available electronically, on a country-by-
country basis, in a manner that that facilitates electronic |inkages anpng the
organi zations of the United Nations systemand the secretariats of the
conventi ons;

(d) The streamining process will be linked to the parallel exercises of
ensuring common access to United Nations system databases and establishing the
sust ai nabl e devel opment Wb page;

(e) Consultations will be undertaken within the United Nations system
including with the system of resident representatives, to facilitate support for
capaci ty-building at the national level for both the preparation of nationa
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reports and their provision in an electronic format that is convenient for the
country concerned. Donor countries are called upon to assist countries in that
regard

Not es

1 United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 91. X V.1.
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Annex |

REPORTI NG MATRI X

The attached Matrix includes a list of the topics covered by Agenda 21, the
correspondi ng i ntergovernnental bodies, United Nations organizations and
convention secretariats that request such information on a regular basis, and
both the periodicity and manner in which information is sought from Governnents.
Information reflects the reporting status as of March 1997, as provided by the
rel evant secretariats.
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Annex 11

REPORTI NG CALENDAR

The attached cal endar of reporting requirenments through the year 2000 (see
annex I1), was drafted to denonstrate how the various reports requested
interrelate in terns of timng and periodicity. It is hoped that such a
cal endar m ght assist Governnents in planning for all reports related to
sust ai nabl e devel opnent, and give the various secretariats a clear idea of when
reports will be avail able.
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Annex |1

COMMON ACCESS TO UNI TED NATI ONS SYSTEM | NFORVATI ON ON SUSTAI NABLE
DEVELOPMENT:  SUSTAI NABLE DEVELOPMENT WEB S| TE

Mandat e

At its third session, in April 1995, the Conm ssion on Sustainabl e
Devel opnent :

"Noted the inportance of devel opi ng, anong the organi zations of the
United Nations system a common or conpatible system of access to their
respecti ve databases, in order to share data fully, to streamine the
collection and interpretation of data and to identify data gaps, for the
pur pose of providing nore conprehensive and integrated data to deci sion
makers at national, regional and international |evels."

The Conmi ssion also invited the Inter-Agency Conmttee on Sustainable
Devel opnent (1 ACSD):

"To refine neasures for establishing such a common or conpatible
systemand to report thereon to the Commission at its fourth session."

In January 1996, the first inter-agency neeting on comon and conpatible
systens of access to data was organi zed in New York. Anpbng the recommendati ons
of that meeting was that a sustainabl e devel opnment hone page be established on
the Wrld Wde Wb, with "hot links" to the "val ue-added" databases to be
identified by the Agenda 21 task managers

At its seventh neeting, in February 1996, |ACSD reviewed the
reconmendati ons of the above-nentioned inter-agency neeting and agreed that
there was need for further action, bearing in mnd the role of the Information
Systens Coordinating Commttee and the International Conputing Centre, and
invited the task managers for information for decision-nmaking and Eart hwat ch
(the Departnent for Policy Coordination and Sustai nabl e Devel opment of the
United Nations Secretariat and the United Nations Environnent Programe,
respectively), in consultation with focal points in concerned United Nations
organi zations, to consider, inter alia, howto address the issue of hone pages
rel ated to sustainabl e devel opnent on the Wrld Wde Wb and t he devel opnment of
hot |inks between them

The sust ai nabl e devel opnent honme page: organi zation and content

The 1 ACSD proposals were submitted to the Conmm ssion on Sustainabl e
Devel opnent at its fourth session, in April/My 1996, at which tine the
Conmi ssi on requested the Departnment, in cooperation with other organizations and
bodi es of the United Nations systemand within avail able resources to establish
a sust ai nabl e devel opment hone page on the Wrld Wde Wb, with hot links to
rel evant dat abases throughout the United Nations system as a nmeans of
facilitating access by countries to sources of information relevant to
sust ai nabl e devel opnent .



E/ CN. 17/ 1997/ 6
Engl i sh
Page 25

The issue of how to operationalize that decision was further discussed at
an inter-agency workshop on information for sustainable devel opment and
Eart hwat ch, organi zed at CGeneva, in Septenber 1996. The recommendati ons made at
that neeting are set out bel ow

1. The Web site shoul d contain:
(a) H storical information on sustainable devel opnent;

(b) Virtual regional and country files, and links to city files
el sewher e;

(c) VMrtual indicator files;

(d) A youth corner;

(e) Key issues, including small island devel oping States;

(f) Relevant docunentation of the Conm ssion and ot her bodi es;
(g) Information on partners in sustainabl e devel opnent;

(h) Sustainabl e devel opment activities.

The Wb site may al so contain a section on new and energi ng i deas, and
anot her on nechani sns for user feedback

2. Al'l information should be conpleted with data and source tags to
ensure that it is accurate and up to date.

3. Only official information woul d be posted on the Wb site.

4. Every effort would be made to nmake informati on as accessible as
possi bl e, including providing an option to turn off graphics;
establishing mirror sites in two or three different tinme zones; and
continuing to make information available both in print and by other
el ectroni ¢ neans, such as gopher sites and e-nail

5. The Wb site woul d be created and naintained by the Departnent for
Pol i cy Coordination and Sustai nabl e Devel opnent. Certain core data,
particularly for the regional and country files, would al so be
mai nt ai ned by the Departnent, based on the country profiles being
prepared for the special session of the General Assenbly in 1997.

6. Consistent with the principles of subsidiarity, efficiency and
econony, other information would be accessed through |inkages to the
Web sites of the other organizations and bodies of the United Nations
system Those organi zati ons woul d have a responsibility to organize
data on their home pages consistent with this approach
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The sust ai nabl e devel opnent Wb site: current status

Funds were made avail abl e through the existing regul ar budget of the
Department to support the work of two consultants, who are in the process of
designing the Wb site. The design will permt searching for information by
country, issue or indicator. It will also, as stipulated, place high priority
on linkages with other Wrld Wde Wb sites throughout the United Nations
system

A third consultant is being funded through the United Nations Devel opnent
Programme. Wirking within the format that is being designed specifically for
the United Nations system sustai nabl e devel opment Wb site, it is the task of
this consultant to populate the site with country data, as provided by
Governnents through their country profiles. As indicated, only official
information will be included in the virtual country files.

The new United Nations system sustainabl e devel opnment Wb site is intended
to be installed and accessible in time for the fifth session of the Comm ssion
on Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent, although the | oading of data and establishnment of
I i nkages may not be conplete by that tine.



