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| NTRODUCTI ON
1. In accordance with the mandate given by the General Assenbly and

reconfirned by the Comm ssion on Sustainable Devel opnent at its fourth session

t he Conm ssion convened a neeting of its Ad Hoc Inter-Sessional Wrking Goup in
New York from 24 February to 7 March 1997 to assist the Commission at its fifth
session in the preparations for the nineteenth special session of the Assenbly,
to be held in June 1997 in accordance with Assenbly resol utions 50/113 and

51/ 181 for the purpose of an overall review and appraisal of the inplenmentation
of Agenda 21.1

2. Section | of the present report, entitled "Proposed outcone of the specia
session” is a conpilation of the main proposals made and concerns expressed by
participants at the nmeeting regarding the key issues that should be addressed in
preparation for the special session. The proposed outcome was prepared by the
Co- Chai rmen of the Working Group on the basis of detail ed discussions at the
meeting; it is not a negotiated text.

3. It was agreed that the proposed outcone woul d be further studied by al

del egations and groups, including in their capitals, during the period between
the concl usi on of the Wrking Goup neeting and the opening of the fifth session
of the Commission and woul d serve as the starting point for further discussion
at the high-1evel segnent of the Conmm ssion
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I. PROPOSED QUTCOVE OF THE SPECI AL SESSI ON
A  Statenent of conmitnent
1. This could take the formof either a preanble to a consolidated text or a

sel f-standi ng conci se declaration, with other parts attached as annexes or
otherwi se referred to. The statenent, inter alia, should

(a) Be politically attractive and forward | ooki ng, and should provide a
cl ear focus;

(b) Reaffirmthe final outcome of the United Nations Conference on
Envi ronnent and Devel opnent (UNCED) as the foundation and | ong-term policy
framewor k for sustainabl e devel opnent;

(c) Highlight the main achi evements reached since UNCED at the
international, national and institutional |evels, and the significant
contributions made by the major groups;

(d) Address the vicious circle of poverty, lack of capacity and | ack of
resources in devel oping countries, and enphasi ze the inportance of gl oba
partnershi p and international cooperation for supporting efforts to achieve
sust ai nabl e devel opnent ;

(e) Reiterate the need for changi ng consunption and production patterns;

(f) Place strong enphasis on inplementation and conmm t ments.

B. Assessnent of progress nmade since the United Nations
Conf erence on Environnent and Devel opnent

2. The five years that have el apsed since UNCED have been characterized by the
accel erated gl obalization of interactions anong countries in the areas of world
trade, foreign direct investnment and capital markets. Some devel opi ng countries
have been able to take advantage of that trend, attracting |arge inflows of
external private capital and experiencing significant export-led growth and
accel eration of growh in per capita gross donmestic product (GDP). Many other
countries, however, have not been able to do so; as a result, they have
general | y experienced stagnating or falling per capita GDP through 1995. Wile
continuing their efforts to achieve sustai nabl e devel opnent and to attract new

i nvestnents, such countries remain heavily dependent on a declining vol unme of

of ficial devel opment assistance (CODA) for the capacity-building and
infrastructure devel opment required to provide basic needs and nore effective
participation in the globalizing world econony.

3. Al t hough econom c growth - reinforced by globalization - has all owed some
countries to reduce the proportion of people in poverty, marginalization has
increased for others; too many countries have seen econonic conditions worsen,
and the total nunmber of people in the world Iiving in poverty has increased.

I ncone inequality has increased both among and within countries, unenpl oynent
has worsened in nany countries, and the gap between the | east devel oped



E/ CN. 17/ 1997/ 13
Engl i sh
Page 5

countries and other countries has grown rapidly in recent years. On a nore
positive note, population growh rates have been declining globally, largely as
a result of expanded basic education and health care. That trend is expected to
lead to a stable world population in the mddle of the twenty-first century.
There has al so been progress in social services, with expandi ng access to
education, declining infant nortality and increasing |ife expectancy in nost
countries. However, many people, particularly in the | east devel oped countri es,
still do not have access to basic social services or to clean water and
sanitation. Reducing current inequities in the distribution of wealth and access
to resources, both within and anbng countries, is anbng the npbst serious
chal | enges faci ng humanki nd.

4. Five years after UNCED, the state of gl obal environment has continued to
deteriorate, as noted in the dobal Environment Qutlook of the United Nations
Envi ronnment Progranmme (UNEP), 2 and significant environnental problens remain
deeply enbedded in the socio-economc fabric of nations in all regions. Sone
progress has been nade in ternms of institutional devel opment, internationa
consensus- buil ding, public participation and private-sector actions, and as a
result a number of countries have succeeded in curbing pollution and slow ng the
rate of resource degradation. Overall, however, trends are worsening.

Em ssions of many pollutants, in particular toxic substances, greenhouse gases
and waste volunes, are continuing to increase in the industrialized countries,
and their wasteful production and consunption patterns remain fundanmentally
unchanged. Many countries undergoing rapid econonic growth and urbani zation are
al so experiencing increasing levels of air and water pollution, with

accumul ating inpacts on human health. Acid rain and transboundary air
pol l ution, once considered a problemonly in the industrialized world, are

i ncreasingly becom ng a problemin many devel opi ng regi ons. In many poorer
regions of the world, persistent poverty is contributing to accel erated
degradati on of productive natural resources and desertification has spread.

| nadequat e and unsafe water supplies are affecting an increasi ng nunber of
peopl e wor |l dwi de, aggravating problens of ill health and food insecurity anmbng
the poor. Conditions in natural habitats and fragile ecosystens are stil
deteriorating in all regions of the world, resulting in dimnishing biologica
diversity. At the global level, renewable resources, in particular freshwater
forests, topsoil and marine fish stocks, continue to be used at rates beyond
their natural rates of regeneration, a situation which is clearly unsustainable.

5. Trends in consunption and production patterns continue to deplete
non-renewabl e resources, despite some inprovenent in naterial and energy
efficiency. As aresult, increasing levels of pollution threaten to exceed the
capacity of the global environment to absorb them increasing the potential
obstacl es to econonic and soci al devel opment in devel opi ng countri es.

6. Si nce UNCED, extensive efforts have been nade by Governnents to integrate
envi ronnent and devel opnent concerns into decision-nmaki ng by el aborating new
policies and strategies for sustainable devel opment or by adapting existing
policies and plans. As nmany as 150 countries have established national-1leve
comm ssions or coordi nati ng mechani sns desi gned to devel op an integrated
approach to sustai nabl e devel opnent.
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7. The maj or groups have denonstrated what can be achieved by taking commtted

action, sharing resources and buil ding consensus, reflecting grass-roots concern
and invol verent. The efforts of |local authorities are maki ng Agenda 21 a
reality at the local |evel through the inplenentation of |ocal Agenda 21
programmes. Educational institutions and the nmedia have increased public

awar eness and di scussion of the relations between environnment and devel opnment in
all countries. Hundreds of small and | arge busi nesses have nade "green

busi ness" a new operating node. Wrkers and trade unions have established
partnershi ps with enpl oyers and communities to encourage sustai nabl e devel opnent
in the workplace. Indigenous peoples have played an increasing role in
addressing issues affecting their interests. Young people and wonmen around the
worl d have played a prominent role in galvanizing comunities to recognize their
responsibilities to future generations.

8. Anong the achi evenents that have been nade since UNCED are the entry into
force of the United Nations Framework Convention on Cinate Change

(A AC. 237/18 (Part 1)/ Add.1 and Corr.1, annex |), the Convention on Biol ogica
Di versity® and the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification in those
Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in
Africa (A 49/ 84/ Add. 2, annex, appendix I1); the conclusion of an agreement on
straddling and mgratory fish stocks (see A/50/550, p. 10); the adoption of the
Programe of Action for the Sustainable Devel opnent of Small |1sland Devel opi ng
States;* and the el aboration of the d obal Programme of Action for the
Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities (A 51/166,
annex I1). Inplenentation of those inportant commtnents at the gl obal |eve
and of others adopted before UNCED, however, still remains to be carried out,
and in many cases further strengthening of their provisions is required. The
establ i shnent, funding and repl eni shnent of the G obal Environnent Facility
(CEF) was a mmj or achievenent, but funding is still not sufficient to fully neet
its objectives.

9. Progress has been nmade in incorporating the principles contained in the Ro
Decl aration on Environnent and Devel opnent, ® including the principle of common
but differentiated responsibilities, in a variety of international and nationa

| egal instrunents.

10. A nunber of recent United Nations conferences have advanced internationa
commitment to addressing the social and econom c aspects of sustainable

devel opnent, such as the eradication of poverty, social integration, population
and gender issues, education, trade, growh and devel opment, human settl enents
and food security, thus contributing to the achi evenent of the | ong-term goals
and obj ectives of sustainability.

11. The Conmi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent, which was established to review
progress achieved in the inplenentation of Agenda 21, forward gl obal dial ogue
and foster partnerships for sustainabl e devel opnent, has catal ysed new action
and commtnents anong a wide variety of partners within and outside the United
Nations system |Its Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Panel on Forests has nmade a
significant contribution to the advancenent of the world forest agenda.
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12. However, much remains to be done to activate the neans of inplenentation
set out in Agenda 21, in particular in the areas of finance and technol ogy
transfer.

13. Mbst devel oped countries have still not reached the United Nations target,
reaf firmed at UNCED, of committing 0.7 per cent of their gross national product
(G\P) to official devel opment assistance (ODA), nor the agreed United Nations
target of committing 0.15 per cent of GNP as ODA to the | east devel oped
countries. On average, ODA as a percentage of GNP has declined in the
post - UNCED period from0.34 per cent in 1992 to 0.27 per cent in 1995,

14. In many devel opi ng countries, the debt situation renmains a najor constraint
to sustai nabl e devel opnent. While the debt situation of many m ddl e-i ncone
countries has inproved, enabling themto re-enter international capital markets,
nmany heavily indebted poor countries continue to face unsustai nabl e externa

debt burdens. The recent Wirld Bank/I|nternational Mnetary Fund (I MF) Heavily

| ndebt ed Poor Countries Initiative could help to address that issue with the
cooperation of creditor countries. Further efforts by the internationa
comunity will also be necessary to reduce debt as an inpedi nent to sustainable
devel opnent .

15. Sinmlarly, technology transfer and technol ogy-rel ated i nvestment from
public and private sources in devel oped countries directed to devel opi ng
countries has not reached the levels anticipated in Agenda 21. Although

i ncreased private flows have led to investnments in industry and technol ogy in
sone devel opi ng countries and econom es in transition, many other devel opi ng
countries have been | eft behind, slowing the process of technol ogical change in
those countries and limting their ability to neet their conm tnents under
Agenda 21 and other international agreenents. The commitnent nade by devel oped
countries to foster the transfer of technol ogy has not been fulfilled as agreed
in Agenda 21.

C. Inplenmentation in areas requiring urgent action

16. Agenda 21 and the principles contained in the Rio Declaration on

Envi ronnent and Devel opnent established a conprehensive gl obal approach to the
achi evenent of sustainabl e devel opment, recogni zing the principle of comon but
differentiated responsibilities and the inportance of international cooperation
That approach is as relevant and as urgently needed as ever. It is clear from
t he assessment above that although progress has been made in some areas, a nmjor
new effort will be required to achieve the goals established at UNCED. The
proposal s set out below outline strategies for accel erating progress towards
sust ai nabl e devel opnent. Sections 1, 2 and 3 are equally inportant, and they
nust be considered and inplenented in a bal anced and integrated way.

1. Integration of econonic, social and environnental objectives

17. Economic growth is an essential precondition of sustainable devel oprent,
especially in devel oping countries. Sustainable devel opment cannot be achi eved
wi t hout greater integration at the policy-nmaki ng and operational |evels.
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Econom ¢ sectors, such as industry, agriculture, energy, transport and tourism
must take responsibility for the inpacts of their activities on human well -bei ng
and the physical environment. As denonstrated above, the need for integration
is particularly urgent in the areas of energy and transport because of the
adverse effects that devel opnents in those sectors can have on human health and
ecosystens; in the areas of agriculture and water use, where inadequate |and-use
pl anni ng, poor water managenent and inappropriate technology can result in the
degradati on of natural resources and human i npoverishnment; and in the area of
nmanagenent of marine resources, where conpetitive overexploitation can danage
the resource base, food supplies and the livelihood of fishing comunities, as
wel |l as the environment. Sustainabl e devel opnent strategies are inportant
nechani sns for enhancing and |inking national capacity so as to integrate
priorities in social, economic and environmental policies. In the context of
good governance, properly constructed strategi es can enhance prospects for
econom ¢ growh and enploynment and at the sane tinme protect the environment.

Al'l sectors of society should be involved in their devel opnent and

i mpl ement ation, as foll ows:

(a) By the year 2002, national strategies for sustainabl e devel opnent
shoul d be adopted in all countries, with assistance provided, where needed,
t hrough international cooperation, taking into account the special needs of
| east devel oped countries. Countries which already have national strategies
shoul d continue their efforts to enhance and effectively inplenent them
Assessment of progress achi eved and exchange of experience among Governments
shoul d be pronpted. Local Agenda 21 progranmmes shoul d al so be actively
encour aged;

(b) A broad package of policy instrunents, including regulation, econonc
instruments, information, and voluntary partnershi ps between Governnments and
non- governmental actors, will be necessary to ensure that integrated approaches
are effective and cost-efficient;

(c) Transparent and participatory processes will also be required to
ensure the conplenmentarity of economic, environnental and social objectives. In
addition to the major groups identified in Agenda 21, other social actors and
groups, such as the elderly, the nedia, educators, the financial community and
parlianments, should be acknow edged and incl uded in the decision-naking process;

(d) The full participation of wonen in political, economc, cultural and
other activities is essential, both as a central objective of sustainable
devel opnent and to ensure that the skills and experience of wonen are fully used
in decision-naking at all |evels.

Er adi cati ng poverty

18. The eradication of poverty is one of the fundanmental goals of the

i nternational community and the entire United Nations system In the long term
the eradi cation of poverty will depend on the full integration of people living
in poverty into econonmic, social and political life. Policies to conbat
poverty, in particular policies for providing basic social services and food
security, pronote such integration, and broader soci o-econom c devel opnent is
effective as well since enhancing the productive capacity of poor people
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i ncreases both their well-being and that of their communities and societies, and
facilitates their participation in resource conservation and environment al
protection. Full inplenentation of the Programme of Action of the Wrld Summ t
for Social Devel opment® is essential, with the participation of non-governnenta
organi zati ons, wonen's groups and conmunity organizations. Priority actions

i ncl ude:

(a) Inproving access to sustainable livelihoods, entrepreneuria
opportunities and productive resources, including |and, water, credit, technica
and admini strative training, and appropriate technology, with particular efforts
to reach the rural poor and the urban informal sector

(b) Providing universal access to basic social services, including basic
education, health care, nutrition, clean water and sanitation

(c) Progressive devel opnent, in accordance with the financial and
admini strative capacities of each society, of social protection systens to
support those who cannot support thenselves, either tenporarily or permanently;

(d) Addressing the disproportionate inpact of poverty on wonen, in
particul ar by renoving |legislative, policy, adm nistrative and customary
barriers to wonen's equal access to productive resources and services, including
access to and control over |and and other forns of property, credit,

i nheritance, education, information, health care and technol ogy. Ful
i mpl ementation of the Beijing Platformfor Action (A CONF.177/20 and Add. 1,
resolution 1, annex I1) is essential

Changi ng consunption and production patterns

19. Unsustainabl e patterns of production and consunption, particularly in the
industrialized countries, are identified in Agenda 21 as the mmjor cause of
continued deterioration of the global environment. Simlar patterns are
energing in the higher income groups in some devel oping countries. Policy-
maki ng shoul d take place at both the international and national levels, in
accordance with the principle of cormmon but differentiated responsibilities,
appl yi ng the polluter pays principle, encouraging producer responsibility and
adopting a sectoral approach, where relevant. The pronotion of eco-efficiency,
cost internalization and product policies are key strategies for making
consunption and production patterns nore sustainable. Actions in that area
shoul d focus on:

(a) Pronoting nmeasures to internalize environnental costs and benefits in
the price of goods and services, particularly with a view to encouragi ng the use
of environnentally preferable products and conmodities, and noving towards
pricing natural resources in a way that fully reflects economc scarcity;

(b) Developing core indicators to nmonitor critical trends in consunption
and production patterns;

(c) Identification of best practices through evaluations of policy
neasures, especially in developed countries, with respect to their environmenta
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ef fecti veness, efficiency and inplications for social equity, and di ssem nation
of the results of such eval uati ons;

(d) Taking account of the |inkages between urbanization, the environmenta
and devel opnental effects of consunption and production patterns in cities, thus
pronoting nore sustainabl e patterns of urbanization

(e) Adopting international and national targets or action progranmes for
energy and naterial efficiency, with tinetables for their inplenentation,
thereby stimulating the continued inplenentation of eco-efficiency neasures in
both the private and public sectors. |In that context, establishing goals to
i nprove energy and material efficiency, such as those advocated in "factor 10"’
or simlar policy approaches, deserves attention

(f) Encouraging Governments to take the lead in changing consunption
patterns by inproving their own environnental performance w th tinmetabled,
action-oriented policies on procurenent, the managenment of public facilities and
the further integration of environmental concerns into national policy-making;

(g) Harnessing the role of nmedia, advertising and marketing in shaping
consunption patterns, and to that end encouragi ng the use of eco-I|abelling;

(h) In promoting neasures favouring eco-efficiency, devel oped countries
shoul d pay special attention to the needs of devel oping countries, in particular
encour agi ng positive inmpact, and avoi ding negati ve i npacts on export
opportunities and market access for those countries;

(i) Encouraging the creation of educational progranmes to pronote
sust ai nabl e consunpti on and production patterns.

Maki ng trade, environnent and sustai nabl e devel opnent nutually supportive

20. In order to accelerate econonmc growh and poverty eradication there is a
need to establish nmacroeconom c conditions in both devel oped and devel opi ng
countries that favour the devel opnent of instruments and structures enabling all
countries to benefit fromglobalization. Cooperation and other support for
capacity-building in trade, environment and devel opnent shoul d be strengthened

t hrough renewed systemw de efforts in the United Nations, the Wrld Trade
Organi zation (WO and the Bretton Wods institutions. There should be a

bal anced and i ntegrated approach to trade and sustai nabl e devel opnent, based on
a conbi nation of trade liberalization, econon c devel opment and environment al
protection. To that end, trade liberalization should be acconpani ed by

envi ronnental and resource managenent policies in order to realize its ful
potential contribution to inproved environnmental protection and the pronotion of
sust ai nabl e devel opment through nore efficient allocation and use of resources.
The multilateral trading systemshould have the capacity to further integrate
envi ronnental consi derations and enhance its contribution to sustainable

devel opnent, w thout undermning its open, equitable and non-discrimnatory
character. International cooperation is needed and unilateralismshould be

avoi ded. The follow ng actions are required:
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(a) Timely and full inplenmentation of the results of the Uruguay Round of
nultilateral trade negotiations,® and full use of the Conprehensive and
I ntegrated WO Pl an of Action for the Least Devel oped Countries;?®

(b) There is a continuing need to pronote an open, non-discrimnatory and
equitable multilateral trading system as well as the rapid accession of
devel opi ng countries, while mtigating possible adverse economc effects on
certain devel oping countries that mght arise fromthe inplenentation of certain
aspects of the Uruguay Round agreenents;

(c) Further work is needed to ensure that the inplenmentation of
envi ronnent al neasures does not result in disguised or unnecessary restrictions
on trade, particularly any adverse effects on existing market access
opportunities of devel oping countries. There is also a need to strive for
conpl enentarity between gl obalization pronoted by trade |iberalization and the
envi ronnental , social and sustainabl e devel opnment goal s of UNCED and ot her
recent United Nations conferences;

(d) Further analysis of environnmental effects of international transport
of goods is warranted;

(e) National Governnments and private bodi es should explore such concepts
as nutual recognition and equival ency in the context of eco-labelling, taking
into account differing environmental and devel opnental conditions across
countri es;

(f) Positive neasures, including enhanced market access for products of
export interest to devel oping countries, should be pronmoted. The generalized
system of preferences could be used to provide incentives for sustainable
producti on;

(g) Further action should also focus on such issues as: (i) the role of
positive nmeasures in multilateral environnmental agreenents; (ii) the specia
condi tions and needs of small and medi umsized enterprises in the trade and
environnent interface; (iii) trade and environment issues at the regional |evel
including in the context of regional econonic and trade agreenents; and
(iv) environnent and sustainabl e devel opnent issues in the context of donestic
and foreign direct investnment, including in the context of the Agreenent on
Trade- Rel at ed | nvest ment Measures.

Popul ati on

21. The current decline in population growh rates nmust be further pronoted

t hrough national and international policies that pronpote econom c devel opnent,
poverty reduction, the further expansion of basic education, with equal access
for girls and wonen, and health care, including famly and maternal health care.
Priority actions required to reduce pressures from popul ati on growt h and neet

t he needs of grow ng urban and rural popul ations include the full inplenmentation
of the Programre of Action of the International Conference on Popul ati on and
Devel opnent,** with international assistance for inplenentation in devel oping
countri es.
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Heal th

22. The goal s of sustainabl e devel opnment cannot be achi eved when a high
proportion of the population is afflicted with debilitating illnesses. An
overriding goal for the future is to inplement the Health for Al programe!? and
to enable all people, particularly the world' s poor, to achieve a higher |eve

of health and well-being, and to inprove their econonm c productivity and soci al
potential. Protecting children fromenvironnental health threats is
particularly urgent since children are nore susceptible than adults to those
threats. Top priority should be attached to efforts on the part of countries
and international organizations to eradicate the nmajor infectious diseases,
particularly malaria, which is on the increase, and to the inprovenent and
expansi on of basic health and sanitation services and the provision of safe
drinking water. Strategies for local and indoor air pollution should be

devel oped, bearing in mnd their serious inpacts on human health. A clear

| i nkage between health and environnment needs to be established. Health issues
should be fully integrated into national and subnational sustainable devel opnment
pl ans, and shoul d be incorporated into project and progranme devel opment as a
conponent of environmental inpact assessnents.

Sust ai nabl e human settl enents

23. Approximately half the world' s population already lives in urban
settlenents, and by early in the next century the majority - nore than 5 billion
people - will be urban residents. Urban problens are concerns comon to both
devel oped and devel opi ng countries, although urbanization is occurring nost
rapidly in devel oping countries, |leading to increased social and environmental
stresses. Urgent action is needed to inplenent fully the commtnents nade at
the United Nations Conference on Human Settlenents (Habitat 11) (see

A/ CONF. 165/ 14, chap. |, resolution 1) and in Agenda 21. Technol ogy transfer
capaci ty-buil ding and private-public partnerships to inprove the provision and
managenent of urban infrastructure and social services should be accelerated to
achi eve nore sustainable cities.

2. Sectors and issues

24. The present section identifies a nunber of specific areas that are of
wi despread concern since failure to reverse current trends in those areas,
notably in resource degradation, will have potentially disastrous effects on
soci al and econom ¢ devel opnent, particularly in devel oping countries.

Fr eshwat er

25. Water resources are essential for satisfying basic human needs, health and
food production, and the preservation of ecosystens, as well as for econom c and
soci al devel opnent in general. There is growi ng concern at the increasing
stress on water supplies caused by unsustai nable use patterns, affecting both
water quality and quantity, and the w despread | ack of access to safe water
supply and suitable sanitation in many devel oping countries. This calls for the
hi ghest priority to be given to the serious freshwater problens facing nmany

regi ons, especially in the developing world. There is an urgent need to:
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(a) Assign high priority, in accordance with specific national needs and
conditions, to the fornmulation and inplenmentati on of policies and programes for
i nt egrated wat ershed managenent, including issues related to pollution and
waste, the interrel ationship between water and nountains, forests, upstream and
downstream users, biodiversity and the preservation of aquatic ecosystens, and
| and degradati on and desertification

(b) Strengthen regional and international cooperation for technol ogica
transfer and the financing of integrated water resources progranmes and
projects, in particular those designed to increase access to safe water supply
and sanitation;

(c) Manage water resource devel opnent and use in ways that provide for the
participation of |ocal communities and wonmen in particul ar;

(d) Provide an enabling environnment that encourages investnents from
public and private sources to inprove water supply and sanitation services,
especially in fast-growing urban areas, as well as in poor rural comunities;

(e) Recognize water as an econom c good, taking into account the
sati sfaction of basic human needs, gl obal food security and poverty alleviation
Gradual inplenmentation of pricing policies that are geared towards cost recovery
and an equitable and efficient allocation of water will be necessary to nanage
t he sustai nabl e devel opment of scarce water resources and generate financia
resources for investnent in new water supply and treatnment facilities;

(f) Strengthen the capability of Governnments and internationa
institutions to nmanage information, including scientific, social and
environnental data, in order to facilitate the integrated managenent of water
resources, and foster regional and international cooperation for information
di ssem nati on and exchange;

(g) Strengthen international cooperation for the integrated devel opment of
wat er resources in devel oping countries through such initiatives as the d oba
Wat er Part nership;

(h) Mdke progress on nultilateral agreenments anong riparian countries for
t he har noni ous devel opnent of international watercourses;

(i) Foster an intergovernnental dialogue, under the aegis of the
Commi ssion, ainmed at building a consensus on issues related to the sustainable
managenent and use of water resources at the national, regional and
international |evels.

Qceans

26. Some progress has been achi eved on various aspects of the protection of
oceans. To address the need for inproving global decision-nmaking in the marine
environnent, periodic intergovernnental reviews will be undertaken by the

Conmi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent of all aspects of the marine environnent
and its related issues, for which the overall |egal framework is provided by the
Uni ted Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, '®* as agreed by the Conmi ssion at

/...
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its fourth session in its decision 4/15. 1In that context, there is an urgent
need for:

(a) An integrated, conprehensive approach to the inplenentation and
nonitoring of existing legal instruments and nechani sns, based on nore effective
coordi nation of policies and actions at the national, subregional, regional and
international levels, and on international cooperation

(b) Urgent inplenentation, at the international, regional and nationa
| evel s, of relevant agreenents, instruments and decisions dealing with oceans
and seas. ! Despite the |large nunber of such agreenents, major problens persist
in sone areas of ocean nanagenent. The continuing decline of many marine fish
stocks and rising coastal pollution levels indicate the need for concerted
action;

(c) CGovernnents to consider the establishnment of neasurabl e objectives,
i ncl udi ng the phasi ng-out of subsidies, where appropriate, to elimnate or
reduce excess fishing fleet capacity at the global, regional and nationa
| evel s;

(d) In the context of the International Year of the Ccean, 1998, which was
procl ained by the General Assenbly in its resolution 49/131, Governnents should
take action, individually and through their participation in the Conmm ssion
UNEP and its Regional Seas Programme, the |ntergovernnental Oceanographic
Conmi ssion of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura
Organi zati on (UNESCO) and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO), to inprove the quality and quantity of scientific data related to
oceans, and to enhance public awareness of oceans as a finite econom c and
ecol ogi cal asset that must be preserved and protected. In particular, the
d obal Ccean oserving System should be fully inplenented, and the Joint G oup
of Experts on the Scientific Aspects of Marine Environnmental Protection should
be supported. Geater international cooperation is required to assist
devel opi ng countries, in particular small island devel oping States, to
operationalize data networks and cl earing houses for information-sharing on
oceans.

Forests

27. The report of the Comm ssion's Ad Hoc Intergovernnental Panel on Forests on
its fourth and final session (E/ CN 17/1997/12) includes a nunber of options that
wi Il be considered by the Comm ssion at its fifth session.

Ener gy

28. Energy plays a key role in achieving the econom c, social and environnental
obj ectives of sustainable devel opnent, and access to reliable and cost-effective
supplies of energy is essential. However, the current patterns of production

di stribution and use of energy are not consistent with the pursuit of
sust ai nabl e devel opnent. Therefore, there is an urgent need for:
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(a) International cooperation for the provision of adequate energy
services to unserved popul ati ons, using nodern renewabl e energy sources where
that is the best option;

(b) Al countries to devel op conprehensive energy policies that include
t he economic, social and environnmental aspects of production, distribution and
use, and to pronote nore sustainable patterns of energy production and
consunpti on;

(c) Countries to systematically increase the use of nodern renewabl e
energy sources and cl eaner fossil fuel technologies in order to inprove
efficiency in energy production, distribution and use;

(d) Concerted efforts to increase investnent and research and devel opnent
in renewabl e energy technol ogies at the international and national |evels on the
part of the energy sector and institutions and Governnents;

(e) Governments and the private sector to nobve towards energy pricing that
reflects full econom c and environnental costs, as well as social benefits,
i ncl udi ng consi deration of the elimnation of environmentally danmagi ng subsi di es
for energy production and consunption, especially for fossil and nucl ear energy,
within 10 years, while taking into account specific conditions of countries;

(f) Devel opment of a common strategy as a reference framework for better
coordi nation of energy-related activities within the United Nations system

Transport

29. COver the next 20 years, transportation is expected to be the major driving
force behind growing world demand for energy, particularly oil. The transport
sector is the |argest end-user of energy in devel oped countries and the fastest
growi ng one in nost devel oping countries. Current |levels and patterns of fossi
energy use for transport have particularly damaging i npacts on the gl oba

at nosphere, as well as on local air quality and human health. There is an
urgent need for:

(a) Pronotion of integrated transport policies that consider alternative
approaches to neeting comercial and private nobility needs and inprove
performance in the transport sector, at the national, regional and gl oba
levels, with international cooperation to support the devel opnent of nore
sustai nabl e patterns of transport;

(b) Integration of |land use and urban, peri-urban and rural transport
pl anni ng, taking into account the need to preserve ecosystens;

(c) Use of a broad spectrum of policy instruments to inprove energy
efficiency and efficiency standards in transportation and rel ated sectors;

(d) Pronotion of guidelines for environnentally friendly transport,
targets for reducing vehicle em ssions of carbon nonoxi de, particulate matter
and vol atile organi c conpounds, and the phasing-out of |ead additives in notor
gasoline within the next 10 years;
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(e) Partnerships at the national |evel, involving Governnents, |oca

aut horities, non-governnental organizations and the private sector, for
strengthening transport infrastructures and devel opi ng i nnovative mass transport
schenes.

At nospher e

30. So far, very little progress has been nade in reduci ng greenhouse gas (GHG
emi ssions. There is a need to reinforce the United Nations Framework Convention
on Cimte Change with additional agreements to limt GHG emissions. It is nost
i mportant that the third neeting of the Conference of Parties to the Convention
to be held at Kyoto, Japan, later in 1997, adopt a |egally binding protocol or
other legal instrunment that fully enconpasses the renit of the Berlin Mandate. ®
The Conference of Parties should call upon the industrialized world to endorse a
substantial reduction target for GiGs from 1990 | evels by the year 2005, and to
agree on coordi nated measures to ensure the target's inplenmentation

31. The recent successful conclusion of the repl eni shnent negotiations of the
Montreal Protocol Miultilateral Fund is welconmed. Future replenishnents shoul d
al so be adequate to ensure tinmely inplenentation of the Montreal Protocol.
There is also a need to inplenment effective nmeasures against the illegal trade
i n ozone-depl eti ng substances. Rising |evels of transboundary air pollution
shoul d be countered through the further devel opment of regional agreenments and
conventions to reduce em ssion |evels.

Cheni cal s and wastes

32. Substantial progress has been made with the inplenentati on of the Basel '’
and Bamako Conventions'® and the establishment of the Intergovernnental Forum on
Chemical Safety (IFCS) and the Inter-organi zati onal Programre for the Sound
Management of Chemicals (IOMC). Further action at the international |eve

i ncl udes recent decisions of the UNEP Governing Council and of IFCS at its
second session to prepare for the expeditious conclusion of conventions on prior
i nfornmed consent and persistent organic pollutants (POPs), bearing in mnd the
need for a conprehensive approach to the control of such pollutants, including
necessary international mechanisns to assist devel opi ng countries and econom es
intransition in inplementing such conventions. There is also a need for |FCS

| OMC and rel evant United Nations and national agencies to develop criteria for
identifying any chemicals in addition to the 12 specified POPs that could be
included in a POPs convention. It is necessary to conclude a protocol on
liability and conpensation under the Basel Convention. Storage, transportation
transboundary novenents and di sposal of radio-active wastes nust be gui ded by
the principles of the Rio Declaration on Environnment and Devel opnent. |ncreased
regi onal cooperation is required to inprove the managenent of radioactive

wast es; storage of radioactive wastes in countries or territories wthout
internationally accepted safe storage facilities should be prevented.

Land and sustainable agriculture

33. Land loss and degradation threatens the livelihood of mllions of people
and future food security, with inplications for water resources and the
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conservation of biodiversity. There is an urgent need to define ways to conbat
or reverse the worl dwi de accel eration of soil degradation, and to integrate |and
and wat ershed managenent, taking into account the needs of populations living in
nount ai n ecosystens. The international community has recogni zed the need for an
i ntegrated approach to | and-use managenent that involves all stakehol ders, at
local as well as national |evels, including wonen, snall-scale food producers,

i ndi genous peopl es and comunity-Ievel non-governnental organizations. The
eradi cati on of poverty remains essential to inproving food security and
provi di ng adequate nutrition for the nore than 800 mllion undernourished peopl e
in the world, located mainly in devel oping countries. Conprehensive rura
policies are required to i nprove access to |and, conbat poverty, create

enpl oynent and reduce rural emigration. To neet those objectives, Governnments
shoul d attach high priority to inplenenting the commtnents of the Rone

Decl aration on Wrld Food Security and World Food Summt Plan of Action, adopted
at the Wrld Food Summt (Rome, 13-17 Novenber 1996), especially the call for a
m ni nrumtarget of halving the nunber of undernourished people in the world by

t he year 2015.

Desertification and drought

34. Covernnents are urged to ratify, accede to and inplenment as soon as

possi ble the United Nati ons Convention to Conbat Desertification in those
Countries Experiencing Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa,
whi ch entered into force on 26 Decenber 1996, and to support the first nmeeting
of the Conference of Parties to the Convention, which will be held in Rone in
Sept ember 1997. The international community should al so support the gl oba
mechani sm so as to ensure adequate financial resources for advancing the

i npl enentati on of the Convention and its annexes.

Bi odi versity

35. ldentifying values of biodiversity and integrating those values into

nati onal deci si on-naki ng poses a chall enge for econom sts and deci si on nakers.
It is of critical inportance that Governnents and the international community
fully inmplenent the conmtnents of the Convention on Biodiversity. Special
attention should be given to the Leipzig Declaration on Plant Genetic Resources
(see FAO'CL.111/17) and its plan of action, which focuses on the conservation
and sust ai nabl e use of agro-biodiversity. NMre attention nmust be given to the
equi tabl e sharing of the benefits arising fromthe utilization of genetic
resources, including access to genetic resources and transfer of technol ogies.
Governnents shoul d al so respect, preserve and mai ntai n know edge of innovations
and practices of indigenous and | ocal communities enbodying traditiona
lifestyles, and should encourage equitable sharing of the benefits arising from
i ndi genous peoples' traditional know edge so that they are properly rewarded. A
bi osaf ety protocol under the Convention on Biological Dversity should be
rapidly concluded. In the nmeantinme, countries should adhere to and inpl enent
the UNEP International Technical Cuidelines for Safety in Biotechnol ogy
(UNEP( 092. 1)/ UN3) .
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Sust ai nabl e tourism

36. The tourismsector is nowthe world s |argest industry and the fastest
growi ng econom c sector. Tourismis a major enployer and contributor to

nati onal and | ocal econom es. Tourism |ike other sectors, uses resources and
generates wastes, and creates environnmental, cultural and social costs and
benefits in the process. One particular concern is the degradation of

bi odi versity and fragile eco-systens, such as coral reefs, nountains, coasta
areas and wetlands. To achieve sustainable tourism it is essential to
strengthen integrated policy devel opment, nationally and internationally, using
physi cal pl anni ng, inpact assessnment, and econom c, social, and regul atory
instruments. Policy devel opnent and inpl enmentati on should take place in
cooperation with all stakehol ders, especially the private sector and | oca
comuni ties, including indigenous peoples. The Commi ssion should devel op an
action-oriented international programme of work on sustainable tourism to be
defined in cooperation with the World Touri sm Organi zation, the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Devel opnent (UNCTAD), UNEP and ot her rel evant

organi zations, and in support of related work in the context of the

i mpl ement ati on of the Convention on Biological Diversity. The sustainable

devel opnent of tourismis of particular inportance for small island devel opi ng
States. International cooperation is needed to facilitate tourism devel opnent
in snall island devel oping States, including the devel opment and nmarketing of

eco-tourism bearing in mnd the inportance of the conservation policies
required to secure long-termbenefits fromdevel opnment in this sector in the
context of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Devel opnent of Snal

I sl and Devel opi ng St at es.

Smal |l island devel opi ng St ates

37. The international community reaffirns its commtnent to the inplementation
of the Programre of Action for the Sustainable Devel opnent of Small 1sland
Devel opi ng States. The Conmi ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent carried out a
md-termreview of selected progranme areas of the Programe of Action at its
fourth session, in 1996; a full reviewis scheduled for 1999. (The Conmi ssion
shoul d make adequate provision at its fifth session for the full review, in
accordance with the provisions of the Programme of Action.)

38. Considerable efforts are being made at the national and regional levels to
i mpl ement the Programme of Action. Those efforts need to be suppl enmented by
effective financial support fromthe international community. Externa
assistance for the building of requisite infrastructure and national capacity-
bui | di ng, including human and institutional capacity, and for facilitating
access to informati on on sustai nabl e devel opnent practices and the transfer of
environnental |y sound technologies is crucial for small island devel oping States
to effectively attain the goals of the Programme of Action. To assist nationa
capaci ty-building, the small island devel oping States informati on network and
smal | island devel oping States technical assistance programe shoul d be
operationalized as soon as possible, with the support of existing regional and
subregional institutions.
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Nat ural disasters

39. Natural disasters have di sproportionate consequences for devel opi ng
countries, in particular small island devel oping States. Programes for
sust ai nabl e devel opnent shoul d give higher priority to inplementation of the
comm tnents made at the World Conference on Natural Disaster Reduction
(Yokohama, Japan, 23-27 May 1994) (see A/CONF.172/9 and Add.1l). There is a
particul ar need for the pronotion and facilitation of the transfer of

ear | y-war ni ng technol ogi es to devel oping countries and countries w th econom es
intransition that are prone to natural disasters.

3. Means of inplenentation

Financial resources and nechani sns

40. Financial resources and nechanisns play a key role in the inplenentation of
Agenda 21. Urgent and renewed efforts are essential to ensure that all sources
of funding - international and donestic as well as private and public -
contribute to sustainabl e devel opnent.

41. The conmitrments nade at UNCED to provide new and additional resources to
devel opi ng countries remain a key elenment for supporting their efforts to

achi eve sustai nabl e devel opment. In view of the need to ensure effective

i npl enent ati on of Agenda 21, there is an urgent need to fulfil all financia

comm tnents of Agenda 21, especially those contained in chapter 33. Devel oped
countries should therefore reaffirmtheir conm tnents, including the achi evenent
of the United Nations target of 0.7 per cent of GNP, as soon as possible, and in
particul ar should reverse the recent downward trend in the ratio of ODA to G\P
It is essential to consider strategies for restoring donor support to aid
programes and revitalizing the conmtnments that donors made at UNCED. Sone
countries already neet or exceed the 0.7 per cent agreed target. As a mnimum
donor countries with declining ODA should return to 1992 shares of GNP within
five years. Qher countries in a position to do so should al so be encouraged to
provi de ODA support.

42, Oficial financial flows to devel oping countries remain an essenti al

el enent of the partnership enbodied in Agenda 21. ODA plays a significant role
in capacity-building, infrastructure, conbating poverty and environmenta
protection in devel oping countries, and a crucial role in the | east devel oped
countri es.

43. Oficial financial flows can also play an inportant catalytic role in
supporting policy refornms, pronoting institutional devel opnent and | everagi ng
private investnment, and cannot be replaced by private flows.

44. Private foreign capital is a major engine of economic growh in a |large
nunber of devel oping countries. Enhancing its contribution to sustainable

devel opnent depends mainly on the support of sound and predictable donmestic
policies, including policies that internalize environnental costs. Therefore,

at both the national and international |evels, further work shoul d be undertaken
on the design of appropriate policies for attracting private foreign capital, in

l...
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particul ar foreign direct investnment (FD), reducing its volatility, and
enhancing its contribution to sustainabl e devel opnent, for exanple by pronoting
i nnovati ve schenes, such as co-financing and "green” credit |lines and investnent
f unds.

45. CGEF needs further expansion and developrment. |In the first instance, the
sati sfactory repl eni shnent of GEF resources, for exanple through a doubling,
deserves high priority; further consideration could then be given to the
expansi on of the scope and coverage of GEF beyond its existing nandate.

46. Further studies should be undertaken on foreign private flows to devel opi ng
countries, including studies of an appropriate policy environment for attracting
FDI and a neans for host countries to maximze the positive inpacts of FD on
sust ai nabl e devel opment by strengthening social policies and environnmenta
policies and regul ations.

47. To resolve the remai ning debt problens of the highly indebted poorest
countries, creditor and debtor countries and international financia
institutions should continue their efforts to find effective, conprehensive,

dur abl e and devel opnent-oriented solutions, including such neasures as debt
reduction, debt swaps, debt cancellation, and increased grants and concessi ona
flows. The joint Wirld Bank/International Mnetary Fund (I MF) Heavily | ndebted
Poor Countries Initiative is a step in the right direction, and effective and
flexible inplenentation of the Initiative prom ses to reduce debt as an

i npedi ment to sustainabl e devel opnent.

48. Since financing for Agenda 21 in all countries will come mainly fromtheir
own public and private sectors, policies ained at nmobilizing donestic financia
resources are crucial. Apart fromthe inportance of the support provided by

i nternational cooperation, sustainable devel opnment must rely on donmestic
efforts. Policies for pronpoting donestic resources nobilization should include
nmacroeconom ¢ and structural reforns, public expenditure reforns, the pronotion
of environnental taxes and charges, a review of existing subsidy policies, and
financial sector devel opnent to pronobte personal saving and access to credit,
taking into account the characteristics and capabilities of individua
countries. The expanded use of environnental taxes and user charges is
particularly attractive because such nmechani sns generate win-win possibilities
by shifting consumer and producer behaviour in nore sustainable directions, at
the sane time as generating financial resources that can be used for sustainable
devel opnent or reduci ng taxes el sewhere.

49. There is a need for naking existing subsidies nore transparent in order to
i ncrease awareness of their actual economic, social and environnmental inpact and
to reformthem Further national and international research in that area shoul d
be pronoted in order to assist Governments in identifying and reduci ng subsidies

t hat have trade-distorting and environnental ly damagi ng i npacts. |n general
subsi dy reductions should take full account of the specific conditions of
i ndi vi dual countries, and should consider potentially regressive inpacts. In

addition, it would be desirable to use international cooperation and
coordination to pronbte a concerted national reduction of subsidies where these
have inportant inplications for conpetitiveness.
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50. In order to reduce the barriers to an expanded use of econom c instrunents,
CGovernnments and international organizations should collect and share information
on the use of economic instruments, and should introduce pilot schemes. Wen

i ntroduci ng econom ¢ instruments that raise the cost of economc activities for
househol ds and snall and medi um si zed enterprises (SMEs), Governnments shoul d
consi der gradual phase-ins, public education programes and targeted technica
assi stance as strategies for reducing distributional inpacts.

51. A nunber of innovative financial nechanisns are currently under discussion
ininternational and national forunms. |In view of the wi despread interest in
them appropriate organi zations, including the Wrld Bank and I M-, are invited
to conduct forward-|ooking studies into concerted action on such nmechani sns so
that they can be taken up at neetings of the Comm ssion and ot her rel evant

i ntergovernnental bodies.

Transfer of environmentally sound technol ogi es

52. There is an urgent need for devel oping countries to acquire greater access
to environmental |y sound technology if they are to neet the obligations agreed
at UNCED and in the relevant international conventions. Hence, renewed
commitment is needed from devel oped countries to pronote, facilitate and
finance, as appropriate, the access to and the transfer of environnmentally sound
technol ogi es (ESTs) and correspondi ng know how, in particular to devel oping
countries, on favourable terns, including on concessional and preferenti al

terns, as mutually agreed, taking into account the need to protect intellectua
property rights as well as the special needs of devel oping countries for the

i mpl ement ati on of Agenda 21.

53. Technol ogy transfer and the devel opnent of the human and institutiona
capacity to adapt, absorb and diffuse technologies, as well as to generate
techni cal know edge and innovations, are part of the sane process and nmust be
gi ven equal inportance. Although technology transfer is usually a business-to-
busi ness transacti on, CGovernnents have a particular responsibility to devel op
the institutional and human capacities that formthe basis for effective

t echnol ogy transfer.

54. Mich of the nobst advanced environnental ly sound technol ogy i s devel oped and
held by the private sector. Creation of an enabling environnent, on the part of
bot h devel oped and devel opi ng countries, including supportive econom c and
fiscal measures, as well as a practical systemof environmental regulations and
conpl i ance nechani sns, can help to stimulate private-sector investnent in and
transfer of environmentally sound technol ogy to devel oping countries. New ways
of financial internmediation for the financing of ESTs, such as "green credit
lines", should be exam ned. The |Iinks between FDI, ODA and technol ogy transfer
shoul d be explored in greater depth. Further efforts could be nade by
Governnents of devel oped countries to acquire privately owned technology in
order to transfer it on concessional terns to devel oping countries, especially

| east devel oped countri es.

55. A proportion of technology is owed by public institutions or results from
publicly funded research and devel opnent activities. The Governnent's contro
over the technol ogi cal know edge produced in publicly funded research and
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devel opnent institutions opens up a potential for the generation of publicly
owned technol ogi es that could be nade accessible to devel opi ng countries, and
could be an inportant nmeans for Governnents to catal yse private sector

technol ogy transfer. Proposals for further study of those technol ogies to neet
devel opi ng country needs are to be wel coned.

56. CGovernnments should play a key role in establishing public-private
partnershi ps, within and between devel oped and devel opi ng countries and
econom es in transition. Such partnerships are essential for linking the
advant ages of the private sector - access to finance and technol ogy, manageri al
efficiency, entrepreneurial experiences and engineering expertise - with the
capacity of Governments to create a policy environment that is conducive to
technol ogy-rel ated private-sector investnents and | ong-term sustai nabl e

devel opnent obj ecti ves.

57. CGovernnments have an inportant role to play in bringing together conpanies
from devel oped and devel opi ng countries and economes in transition so that they
can create sustainable and nutual ly beneficial business |inkages. Incentives
shoul d be given to stinulate the building of joint ventures between SMES in
devel oped and devel opi ng countries and economes in transition

58. CGovernnents of devel oping countries should take appropriate nmeasures to
strengt hen Sout h- South cooperation for technol ogy transfer and capacity-
bui | di ng. Such neasures could include the networking of existing nationa

i nformation systens and sources on ESTs, and the networking of national cleaner
production centres, as well as the establishnent of sector-specific regiona
centres for technol ogy transfer and capacity-building. Donor countries and

i nternational organizations should further assist devel oping countries in those
efforts.

59. There is a need to enhance exploitation of the potential of globa

el ectronic informati on and tel econmuni cati on networks that woul d enabl e
countries to choose anong the avail abl e technol ogi cal options that are nost
appropriate to their needs.

Capaci ty-bui |l di ng

60. Renewed commitnent and support fromthe international community is
essential to support national efforts for capacity-building in devel oping
countries and economes in transition

61. The Capacity 21 Programme of the United Nations Devel opment Programe
(UNDP) shoul d be further strengthened. It should give priority attention to
buil di ng capacity for the el aboration of sustainable devel opnent strategies
based on participatory approaches.

62. Capacity-building efforts should pay particular attention to the needs of
wonmen in order to ensure that their skills and experience are fully used in
deci sion-nmaking at all levels. The special needs of indigenous peoples nust be
recogni zed. International financial institutions should enhance their funding
of capacity-building for sustainable devel opnent in devel opi ng countries and
countries with economes in transition. Special attention should also be given

l.o..
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to strengthening the ability of devel oping countries to absorb and generate
technol ogies. The role of the private sector in capacity-building should be
further pronoted and enhanced. South-South cooperation in capacity-building
shoul d be further supported through "triangular" cooperative arrangenents.

Sci ence

63. Public and private investnent in science, education and training, and in
research and devel opment shoul d be increased significantly at the nationa
| evel .

64. International consensus-building is facilitated by the availability of
authoritative scientific evidence. There is a need for further scientific
cooperation, especially anong different academ c disciplines, in order to verify
and strengthen scientific evidence for environnental change.

65. Increasing efforts to build and strengthen scientific and technol ogi ca
capacity in devel oping countries is an extrenely inportant objective.

Mul tilateral and bilateral donor agencies and Governnents, as well as specific
fundi ng nmechani sns, such as GEF, should enhance significantly their support to
devel opi ng countries in that regard.

Educati on and awar eness

66. Education increases human welfare, and is a decisive factor in enabling
peopl e to becone productive and responsi bl e nenbers of a sustainable society. A
fundanment al prerequisite for sustainable devel opnment is an adequately financed
and effective educational systemat all levels, particularly at the primary and
secondary levels, including |ifelong education, accessible to all, that augnents
bot h human capacity and well-being. Priority should be given to wonen's and
girls' education since it also plays a critical role in inproving famly health,
nutrition and i ncone. Education should also be seen as a neans of enpowering
yout h and ot her vul nerabl e and margi nali zed groups, including those in the rura
areas. Even in nations with strong education systens, there is a need to
reorient education, awareness and training to i ncrease w despread public
under st andi ng and support for sustainable devel opnent. Education for a
sust ai nabl e future shoul d engage a wi de spectrum of institutions and sectors to
address the concepts and issues of sustainable devel opnent, as enbodi ed

t hroughout Agenda 21 and further enphasized in the Commission's work programme
on the subject adopted in 1996; the concept of education for a sustainable
future will be further devel oped by the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization, in cooperation with others.

International legal instrunents and the Ri o Declaration on Environnment and
Devel opnent

67. The inplenentation and application of the principles contained in the Rio
Decl arati on on Environment and Devel opnent shoul d be the subject of regular
assessnment and reporting.
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68. Access to information, public participation and the right to conmplaint are
hal | marks of environnmental denocracy; there should be w der access to rel evant
court systenms to pursue environmental justice.

69. Inplenentation of and conpliance with international treaties in the field
of sustai nabl e devel opnment needs further inprovenent. Secure, sustained and
predictabl e financial support, sufficient institutional capacity and human
resources, and adequate access to technol ogy nay pronote the inplenmentation of
international legal instruments. Full inplenentation of internationa
commtnents can elimnate potential sources of conflict, and the devel opnent of
cooperative, non-judicial and transparent nmechanisms for inplenmentation should
be pursued.

Information and tools to nmeasure progress

70. The further devel opnent of cost-effective tools to collect and di sseni nate
i nformati on for decision nmakers at all |evels, through strengthened data
col l ection, conpilation and analysis, is urgently needed.

71. The Conmi ssion's work progranme on indicators for sustainable devel opnent
should result in an adequate set of indicators, including a |limted nunber of
aggregated indicators, to be used at the national |evel by the year 2000.

I ndicators should play an inportant role in nonitoring progress towards
sust ai nabl e devel opnent and in facilitating national reporting, as appropriate.

72. National reports provided on the inplementati on of Agenda 21 have proven to
be a val uabl e neans of sharing information at the international and regi ona

| evel s, and even nore inportantly, of providing a focus for the coordination of

i ssues related to sustainabl e devel opnment w thin individual countries. Nationa
reporting should continue, and should reflect all aspects of Agenda 21

i ncl udi ng donestic action and international conmitnents. The reporting system
coul d be conpl enented by peer reviews organized at the regional |evel.

[ To be added in the course of the fifth session of the Conm ssion: action
regardi ng the streamining of national reporting.]

D. International institutional arrangenents?®

73. The achi evenent of sustainable devel opnent requires continued support from
international institutions. The institutional framework outlined in chapter 38
of Agenda 21 and determ ned by the General Assenbly in its resolution 47/191

i ncluding the specific functions and roles of various organs, progranmes and
organi zations within and outside the United Nations system wll continue to be
fully relevant in the period after the special session. Wthin that franework,
achi evenent of the goals and objectives set out bel ow would be particularly

i mportant.
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1. Geater coherence in various intergovernnenta
organi zati ons and processes

74. Gven the increasing nunber of decision-making bodi es concerned with the
various aspects of sustainable devel opment, including international conventions,
there is an ever greater need for better policy coordination at the

i ntergovernmental |evel to ensure consistent and coherent positions of
Governments in such processes, as well as enhanced col | aboration anmong their
secretariats. The Econom ¢ and Soci al Council should play a strengthened role
in that area, bearing in mnd its function of coordinating the activities of the
United Nations systemin the econonm c and social fields.

75. It is necessary to strengthen the ACC Inter-Agency Conmittee on Sustainabl e
Devel opnent and its system of task managers, with a view to further enhancing

i ntersectoral cooperation and policy coordination at the national, regional and
international levels for the inplenentation of Agenda 21 and for the pronotion
of a coordinated and integrated followup to the nmgjor United Nations
conferences in the area of sustainabl e devel opnent.

76. Appropriate and effective arrangenents shoul d be established in order to
better support regi onal and subregi onal organi zations, including the regiona
commi ssions, bearing in mnd the role that such bodies play in the achi evenent
of the sustainabl e devel opnent objectives agreed at the international |evel

2. Role of relevant organizations and institutions of the
United Nations system

77. Al organizations and programres of the United Nations system in their
further individual and joint efforts to inplenment Agenda 21 and in cooperation
wi th national Governnents, should give nore enphasis to action at the country

| evel , shoul d ensure greater support to conmunity-driven initiatives and shoul d
pronmote nore active invol vement of major groups

78. The role of UNEP and its Governing Council, as the principal United Nations
body in the field of environnent, should be further enhanced, in conformty with
the Nairobi Declaration on the Role and Mandate of UNEP,?° with a view to
enabling UNEP to serve as the | eading environnmental authority that sets the

gl obal environmental agenda, pronotes the coherent inplenmentation of the

envi ronnent al di mensi on of sustai nabl e devel opnent within the United Nations
system and acts as an authoritative advocate for the gl obal environment. The
role of UNEP in the further devel opment of international environmental |aw,

i ncludi ng the devel opnent of inter-linkages anobng exi sting environnenta
conventions, should be strengthened. A revitalized UNEP should be supported by
adequat e funding. UNEP should continue providing effective support to the
Commission in the formof scientific, technical and policy information and

advi ce on the environnent.

79. UNDP should strengthen its contribution to sustai nabl e devel opnent and the
i mpl ement ati on of Agenda 21 given its role at the national and |ocal |evels,
particularly in the area of pronoting capacity-building in cooperation with

ot her organi zations.
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80. UNCTAD should continue to play a key role in the inplenentation of
Agenda 21 through the integrated exam nation of |inkages anong trade,
i nvest ment, technol ogy, finance and sustai nabl e devel opnent.

81. The WO Committee on Trade and Environment, UNCTAD and UNEP shoul d advance
their coordi nated work on trade and environment, building upon their
acconpl i shnments to date and involving other appropriate international and
regional organizations in their cooperation and coordi nati on. UNCTAD and UNEP
should play a najor role in both analysis and action-oriented efforts to pronote
the integration of trade, environnent and devel opment. The Conmi ssion has an
inmportant role to play in the process of w dening the trade and environnent
debate to include an integrated consideration of all factors relevant for

achi evi ng sust ai nabl e devel opnent.

82. The contribution and conmtnent to sustainabl e devel opnent of internationa
financial institutions should be further strengthened. The Wrld Bank has a
significant role to play, bearing in mnd its expertise and the overall vol ume
of resources that it commands. Governnents shoul d consi der approving the

twel fth I nternational Devel opment Association (I1DA) replenishment at a | evel at
| east conparable to the tenth | DA replenishment. Negotiations for the
repl eni shment of GEF will have special inportance for its future work, as well
as a direct inpact on the availability of new and additional grant and
concessional funding for sustainabl e devel opnent with gl obal benefits at the

gl obal, regional and national |evels.

3. Future role and programre of work of the Conmm ssion
on Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent

83. The Conmi ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent will continue to provide a
central forumfor reviewing further progress in the inplenentation of Agenda 21
and other conmtments made at UNCED; for conducting policy debate and
consensus- bui | di ng on sustai nabl e devel opnent; and for catal ysing action and

| ong-term comri tment to sustai nabl e devel opnent at all levels. The Commi ssion
shoul d performits functions in coordination with other subsidiary bodies of the
Economi ¢ and Social Council that contribute to the achi evenent of the specific
econom ¢ and soci al goals of sustainable devel opnent.

84. The Commission, in carrying out its functions - outlined in Genera
Assenbly 47/191 - should focus on issues that are crucial to achieving the goals
of sustai nabl e devel opnent; shoul d involve the pronotion of policies that

i ntegrate econonic, social and environnental dinmensions of sustainability; and
shoul d provide for integrated consideration of |inkages, both anbng sectors and
bet ween sectoral and cross-sectoral aspects of Agenda 21

85. In the light of the above, it is recomended that the Econom c and Soci al
Counci| decide on the multi-year programme of work of the Conm ssion for the
period 1998-2002 (text to be added in an annex after further discussion during
the fifth session of the Comm ssion; for the proposals of the Secretary-Genera
on this issue, see E/CN 178/1997/2).
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4. Methods of work of the Comm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent

86. Based on the experience gained in the period 1993-1997, the Conm ssion,
under the gui dance of the Econom ¢ and Soci al Council, shoul d:

(a) Strive to attract greater involvenent in its work of mnisters and
hi gh-1 evel national policy makers responsi ble for specific econom c sectors,
who, in particular, are encouraged to participate in the high-Ievel segnments of
t he Conmi ssion together with the mnisters and policy makers responsible for
envi ronnent and devel opnent. The hi gh-1evel segnments of the Comm ssion shoul d
becorme nore interactive, and should focus on the priority issues being
consi dered at a particul ar session

(b) Continue to provide a forumfor the exchange of national experience in
the area of sustainable devel opment. In that context, the Commi ssion shoul d
consi der nore effective nodalities for reviewing progress in the inplenentation
of commitnments nade in Agenda 21, with an appropriate enphasis on neans of
i mpl ement ati on;

(c) Develop a better regional focus. The Comm ssion should rmonitor the
growi ng nunber of regional initiatives and regional collaborations for
sust ai nabl e devel opment, and should link its work nore closely to such
devel opnent s;

(d) Establish closer interaction with international financia
institutions, GEF and WIO, which in turn are invited to take full account of the
results of policy deliberations in the Conm ssion in their own work progranmres
and activities;

(e) Continue to explore nore effective and systemati c ways to involve the
representatives of major groups in its work, including the business community,
with a view to enhancing their contribution and accountability in the
i mpl ement ati on of Agenda 21, thus denonstrating the value of their participation
nore w dely;

(f) Organize the inplementation of its next multi-year programme of work
in the nost effective and productive way. Preparation for consideration of
i ssues by the Comm ssion can take the formof ad hoc inter-sessional working
groups or arrangenents simlar to that of its Intergovernnmental Panel on
Forests. It should be borne in mnd that governnent-hosted inter-sessiona
expert neetings have proven to be effective;

(g) Consider the functioning of the High-level Advisory Board on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent with a view to pronoting nore direct interaction between
t he Conm ssion and the Board, and to enhancing the contribution of the Board to
the deliberations of the Comm ssion

87. The functioning of the Committee on New and Renewabl e Sources of Energy and
on Energy for Devel opnent and the Conmittee on Natural Resources should be nore
closely integrated with the work programe of the Conm ssion
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88. Arrangenents for the election of the Bureau should be changed in order to
all ow the sane Bureau to provide guidance for the preparation for and | ead work
during the annual sessions of the Conm ssion. The Comm ssion woul d benefit
greatly fromsuch a change, and the Econom c and Social Council is invited to
exam ne the possibility of taking the necessary action in that regard.

89. The next conprehensive review of progress achieved in the inplenmentation of
Agenda 21 will take place in the year 2002.
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1. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE WORKI NG GROUP

1. At the 17th nmeeting, on 7 March 1997, the Wirking G oup had before it the
draft report (E/CN 17/1997/WZF L.1), as well as an infornmal paper

2. At the sane neeting, the representative of the Netherlands, on behal f of
t he European Union, requested that the follow ng statenent be included in the
report:

"The final outcome of the special session will hopefully set out a
series of commtments, and sone of those commitnents will concern areas in
whi ch powers have been transferred to the European Comunity (EC) by its
nenber States. In order for the totality of any such commtnments to be
covered, therefore, EC has to be able to subscribe to the said comitnments
as well as its nenber States. EC has subscribed to an inpl enmented
Agenda 21, and EC therefore wishes to assune its full commitnents in the
revi ew and apprai sal of UNCED at the special session. At UNCED, the
solution devised to allow EC to subscribe to Agenda 21 was to insert a
footnote in the preanble of Agenda 21 assimilating EC to Governnents within
its areas of conpetence. That solution was also used for the Habitat
Agenda. It is suggested that the sane solution be used for the fina
out cone of the special session

Thi s arrangenent does not in any way change the status of EC, which
will be an observer at the special session. It only enables it to
subsequently fulfil the commtnents reached at the special session."

3. Al so at the same neeting, the Wrking Goup took note of the informal paper
and adopted its report.
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[11. ORGAN ZATI ONAL AND OTHER MATTERS

A. Opening and duration of the session

1. The Ad Hoc Open-ended Inter-Sessional Wrking G oup of the Comm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprent nmet in New York from 24 February to 7 March 1997, in
accordance with General Assenbly resolution 50/113. The Wbrking G oup held
17 meetings (1st to 17th neetings).

2. The neeting was opened by the tenporary Chairman, M. Paul de Jongh
(Net herl ands), Vice-Chairman of the Conmm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent.

3. The Under-Secretary-General for Policy Coordination and Sust ai nabl e
Devel opnment of the United Nations Secretariat nmade an introductory statenent.

4. The Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Progranme nade a
st at enent .

B. Attendance

5. The session was attended by representatives of 53 States nenbers of the
Conmi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent. (Cbservers for other States Menbers of
the United Nations, the European Conmmunity and one non-nenber State,
representatives of organizations of the United Nations system and observers for
i ntergovernmental and non-governnmental organi zati ons al so attended. The list of
participants is contained in the annex.

C. Election
6. At the 1st neeting, on 24 February 1997, the Wb rking G oup el ected, by
acclamation, HE M. Celso Luiz Nunes Anorim (Brazil) and M. Derek Gsborn

(United Kingdom of Geat Britain and Northern Ireland) as Co-Chairnen.

7. Al so at the same neeting, the Co-Chairnmen nmade introductory statenents.

D. Agenda and organi zation of work

8. At the 1st neeting, on 24 February 1997, the Wrking G oup adopted its
provi si onal agenda, contained in docunment E/CN. 17/1997/ W3 1, and approved its
organi zati on of work. The agenda read as foll ows:

1. El ection of officers.
2. Adopti on of the agenda and other organi zational matters.
3. Preparations for the special session of the General Assenbly for the

purpose of an overall review and apprai sal of the inplenmentation of
Agenda 21.
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4. G her matters.

5. Adoption of the report of the Working G oup

E. Docunentation
9. The Working G oup had before it the foll owi ng docunents:

(a) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral on overall progress achieved since the
United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent (E/ CN. 17/1997/2);

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on international cooperation to
accel erate sustai nabl e devel opnent in devel oping countries and rel ated donestic
policies (E/CN 17/1997/2/Add. 1);

(c) Report of the Secretary-General on conbating poverty
(E/ CN. 17/ 1997/ 2/ Add. 2) ;

(d) Report of the Secretary-General on changi ng consunption patterns
(E/ CN. 17/ 1997/ 2/ Add. 3) ;

(e) Report of the Secretary-General on denographic dynam cs and
sustainability (E/ CN. 17/1997/2/Add. 4);

(f) Report of the Secretary-General on protecting and pronoting human
heal th (E/ CN. 17/ 1997/ 2/ Add. 5) ;

(g) Report of the Secretary-General on pronoting sustai nabl e hunman
settl enent devel opnent (E/ CN.17/1997/ 2/ Add. 6);

(h) Report of the Secretary-General on integrating environment and
devel opnent in decision-making (E/ CN. 17/1997/ 2/ Add. 7);

(i) Report of the Secretary-General on protection of the atnosphere
(E/ CN. 17/ 1997/ 2/ Add. 8) ;

(j) Report of the Secretary-General on an integrated approach to the
pl anni ng and managenent of |and resources (E/ CN 17/1997/2/Add.9);

(k) Report of the Secretary-General on nmanaging fragile ecosystens:
conbating desertification and drought (E/ CN. 17/1997/2/Add. 11);

(1) Report of the Secretary-General on managing fragile ecosystens:
sust ai nabl e nmount ai n devel opnent (E/ CN. 17/ 1997/ 2/ Add. 12);

(mM Report of the Secretary-General on pronoting sustainable agriculture
and rural devel opment (E/ CN. 17/1997/2/ Add. 13);

(n) Report of the Secretary-General on conservation of biologica
diversity (E/ CN. 17/1997/2/ Add. 14);
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(o) Report of the Secretary-General on environnentally sound managenent of
bi ot echnol ogy (E/ CN. 17/ 1997/ 2/ Add. 15);

(p) Report of the Secretary-General on protection of the oceans, all kinds
of seas, including enclosed and seni-encl osed seas, and coastal areas and the
protection, rational use and devel opnent of their |iving resources
(E/ CN. 17/ 1997/ 2/ Add. 16) ;

(g) Report of the Secretary-General entitled "Protection of the quality
and supply of freshwater resources: application of integrated approaches to the
devel opnent, managenent and use of water resources" (E/ CN. 17/1997/2/Add. 17);

(r) Report of the Secretary-General on environmentally sound nmanagenent of
toxi ¢ chemicals, including prevention of illegal international traffic in toxic
and dangerous products (E/ CN. 17/1997/ 2/ Add. 18);

(s) Report of the Secretary-General on environnmentally sound nmanagenent of
hazardous wastes, including prevention of illegal international traffic in
hazardous wastes (E/ CN.17/1997/2/ Add. 19);

(t) Report of the Secretary-General on environmentally sound nmanagenent of
solid wastes and sewage-rel ated issues (E/ CN. 17/1997/ 2/ Add. 20);

(u) Report of the Secretary-General on safe and environnentally sound
managenent of radi oactive wastes (E/ CN.17/1997/2/ Add. 21);

(v) Report of the Secretary-General on the role and contribution of major
groups (E/ CN.17/1997/ 2/ Add. 22);

(w) Report of the Secretary-General on financial resources and nechani sns
(E/ CN. 17/ 1997/ 2/ Add. 23) ;

(x) Report of the Secretary-General on the transfer of environmentally
sound technol ogi es, cooperation and capacity-building (E/ CN 17/1997/ 2/ Add. 24);

(y) Report of the Secretary-General on science for sustainable devel oprment
(E/ CN. 17/ 1997/ 2/ Add. 25) ;

(z) Report of the Secretary-General on pronoting education, public
awar eness and training (E/ CN. 17/1997/ 2/ Add. 26);

(aa) Report of the Secretary-General on national mechani snms and
i nternational cooperation for capacity-building in devel oping countries
(E/ CN. 17/ 1997/ 2/ Add. 27) ;

(bb) Report of the Secretary-General on international institutiona
arrangenents (E/ CN. 17/1997/2/ Add. 28);

(cc) Report of the Secretary-General on international |egal instruments
and mechani sms (E/ CN. 17/ 1997/ 2/ Add. 29) ;
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(dd) Report of the Secretary-CGeneral on information for decision-nmaking
(E/ CN. 17/ 1997/ 2/ Add. 30) ;

(ee) Report of the Secretary-General entitled "d obal change and
sust ai nabl e devel opment: critical trends" (E/ CN. 17/1997/3 and Corr.1);

(ff) Report of the Secretary-General on an inventory of ongoing energy-
rel ated programmes and activities of entities within the United Nations system
on coordination of such activities and on arrangenents needed to foster the
I i nkage between energy and sustai nabl e devel opnent within the system
(E/CN. 17/ 1997/ 7);

(gg) Report of the Secretary-General entitled "Rio Declaration on
Envi ronnent and Devel opnent: application and inpl ementation”
(E/ CN. 17/ 1997/ 2/ 8) ;

(hh) Report of the Secretary-General on a conprehensive assessnment of the
freshwater resources of the world (E/ CN.17/1997/2/9);

(i1) Report of the Secretary-General on inplenentation of the Progranme of
Action for the Sustainable Devel opment of Small [|sland Devel opi ng States
(E/ CN. 17/ 1997/ 2/ 14) ;

(jj) Letter dated 29 January 1997 fromthe Permanent Representative of
Austria to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-Ceneral, transmtting
the report of an expert workshop on fostering the |inkage between energy and
sust ai nabl e devel opment within international institutions, held at Vienna from
22 to 24 January 1997 (E/ CN. 17/1997/2/ 16).

(kk) Note verbale dated 18 February 1997 fromthe Permanent Representative
of the Netherlands to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral,
transmtting the Chairman's summary of the Fourth Expert G oup Meeting on
Fi nanci al |ssues of Agenda 21, held at the headquarters of the Economnic
Commi ssion for Latin Anmerica and the Cari bbean at Santiago from8 to
10 January 1997 (E/ CN. 17/1997/18);

(I'l) Letter dated 18 February 1997 fromthe Permanent Representatives of
Brazil and Norway to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-Ceneral,
transmtting the conclusions of a synposium on sustainabl e production and
consunption patterns and policies, held at Brasilia from25 to 28 Novenber 1996
(E/CN. 17/ 1997/ 19) .

Not es

! Report of the United Nations Conference on Environnment and Devel opnent,
Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992, vol. |, Resolutions Adopted by the Conference
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 93.1.8 and Corrigendum, resolution 1,
annex ||

2 Oxford University Press, 1997.
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3 See United Nations Environnment Programe, Convention on Biol ogical
Diversity (Environnental Law and Institution Programme Activity Centre),
June 1992.

4 Report of the d obal Conference on the Sustainable Devel opnent of Small
I sl and Devel oping States, Bridgetown, Barbados, 25 April-6 June 1994 (United
Nati ons publication, Sales No. 94.1.18 and Corrigendunm), chap. |, resolution 1,
annex |1.

5 Report of the United Nations Conference on Environnent and
Devel opnent, ..., annex |.

5 Refers to a proposal by an informal group of concerned international
envi ronnent and devel opnent experts to inprove energy and resource efficiency by
a factor of 10.

7 Report of the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnent, Copenhagen,
6-12 March 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E 96.1V.8), chap. I,
resolution 1, annex I1.

8 See The Results of the Uruguay Round of Miltilateral Trade Negotiations:

The Legal Texts (CGeneva, GATT secretariat, 1994).

9 Adopted by the WIO M nisterial Meting at Singapore, Decenber 1996.

10 See The Results of the Uruguay Round of Miultilateral Trade
Negotiations ..., p. 163.

11 Report of the International Conference on Popul ation and Devel opnent,
Cairo, 5-13 Septenber 1994 (United Nations publications, Sales No.
E.95.XI11.18), chap. I, resolution 1, annex I.

12 See Report of the International Conference on Primary Health Care,
Al ma- At a, Kazakstan, 6-12 Septenber 1978 (Geneva, WHO, 1978).

13 United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 83.V.5.

4 The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (see footnote 13
above); the Agreenent relating to the Inplenmentation of Part XI of the
Convention; the Agreement for the Inplenmentation of the Provisions of the
Convention relating to the Conservation and Managenent of Straddling Fish Stocks
and H ghly Mgratory Fish Stocks (see A/50/550, p. 10); the Agreenent to Pronote
Conpliance with International Conservation and Managenent Measures by Vessel s
Fishing in the H gh Seas; the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries; the
d obal Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environnent from
Land- based Activities (A/51/116, annex I1); the Programme of Action for the
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent of Small |sland Devel oping States; the International
Coral Reef Initiative; the Rome Consensus on Wrld Fisheries of the 1995 FAO
M nisterial Meting on Fisheries; the Jakarta Mandate on the Conservation and
Sust ai nabl e Use of Marine and Coastal Biological Dversity; the Kyoto
Decl aration and Plan of Action on the Sustainable Contribution of Fisheries to
Food Security; the International Waling Conmm ssion's Mratoriumon Conmerci al

l...
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VWhal i ng; various international agreenments on the conservation of snall

cet aceans; Ceneral Assenbly resolutions 51/34, 51/35, 51/36 and 51/189; and
rel evant deci sions made at the nineteenth session of the Governing Council of
the United Nations Environnent Programe.

15 Berlin Mandate: Review of the adequacy of article 4, paragraph 2 (a) and
(b) of the Convention, including proposals related to a protocol and deci sions
on foll owup (FCCC CP/1995/7/Add. 1, decision 1/CP.1).

6 Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer,
International Legal Mterials, vol. 26, No. 6 (Novenber 1987), p. 1550.

17 Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movenents of Hazardous
Wast es and Their Disposal (UNEP/WH 190/4) (forthcom ng United Nations
publication, Treaty Series, vol. 1673, No. 28911).

8 Bamako Convention on the Ban of the Inport into Africa of Al Forns of
Hazar dous Wastes and the Control of Their Transboundary Movenents within Africa,
International Legal Materials, vol. 30, No. 3 (May 1991), p. 775, and vol. 31,
No. 1 (January 1992), p. 164.

9 The question of international institutional arrangenments in the area of
sust ai nabl e devel opnent should be seen in the overall framework of the ongoing
United Nations reform process.

20 See UNEP Governi ng Council decision 19/1 of 7 February 1997.
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