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Item 2 of the provisional agenda

ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA AND OTHER ORGANI ZATI ONAL NMATTERS

Pr ovi si onal agenda

1. El ection of officers.

2. Adopti on of the agenda and other organizational matters.

3. Report of the Ad Hoc Intergovernnmental Panel on Forests.

4. Preparations for the special session of the General Assenbly for the
pur pose of an overall review and appraisal of the inplenentation of
Agenda 21.

5. Q her matters.

6. Provi si onal agenda for the sixth session of the Conm ssion

7. Adoption of the report of the Commission on its fifth session

Annot at i ons

ltem1l. Election of officers

1. Rul e 15 of the rules of procedure of the functional comm ssions of the
Economi ¢ and Social Council (E/ 5975/ Rev.1) provides that, at the commencenent of
the first nmeeting of a regular session, the Conm ssion shall elect, from anong
the representatives of its nenbers, a Chairman and such other officers as may be
required. At the first to fourth sessions, the Conm ssion elected, in addition
to a Chairman, four Vice-Chairnen, one of whom served al so as Rapporteur

2. The menbership of the Conmmission in 1997 is given in annex Il bel ow
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Iltem 2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters

3. Rule 7 of the rules of procedure provides that the Conm ssion shall, at the
begi nni ng of each session, after the election of its officers, adopt the agenda
for that session on the basis of the provisional agenda.

4. I n decision 1996/ 231, the Econonic and Social Council took note of the
report of the Comm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent on its fourth session and
endorsed the provisional agenda for the fifth session of the Comm ssion

Iltem 3. Report of the Ad Hoc Intergovernnental Panel on Forests

5. At its third session, the Conmm ssion decided to establish an open-ended

Ad Hoc I ntergovernnental Panel on Forests, conposed of representatives of
CGovernments, to pursue consensus and formul ati on of coordinated proposals for
action on the managenent, conservation and sustai nabl e devel opnent of forests,
particul arly by Governments, assessing action already undertaken to conbat
deforestation and forest degradati on and pronoting managenent, conservation and
sust ai nabl e devel opnent of all types of forests, including environmental and
soci o-econom ¢ i npacts. The Panel held its first (organizational) session from
11 to 15 Septenber 1995, its second session from1l to 22 March 1996, its third
session from9 to 20 Septenber 1996 and its fourth session from1l to

21 February 1997. The Panel's final report will be before the Conmi ssion at its
present session.

Docunent at i on

Report of the Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Panel on Forests on its fourth
session (E/CN. 17/1997/12)

Iltem4. Preparations for the special session of the General Assenbly for the
purpose of an overall review and appraisal of the inplenmentation of

Agenda 21

6. In resolution 51/181, the CGeneral Assenbly, recalling its resolution
47/190, in which it decided to convene, not |ater than 1997, a special session
for the purpose of an overall review and appraisal of the inplenmentation of
Agenda 21, and reaffirmng its resolution 50/113 as the agreed basis that
determ nes the nodalities for the preparations for the special session,

i ncluding the relevant role of the Conm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent as the
functional comm ssion of the Econom c and Social Council mandated to follow up
the United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent, as well as the
rol e of other relevant organi zations and bodies of the United Nations system
deci ded to convene the special session envisaged in its resolution 47/190 for a
duration of one week, from23 to 27 June 1997, at the highest political |evel of
partici pation.

7. The Assenbly al so decided that the Commi ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent
woul d devote its fifth session, to be held from7 to 25 April 1997 as a
negoti ating neeting, to final preparations for the special session for the
overal | review and appraisal of the inplenentation of Agenda 21
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Docunent ati on

Report of the Secretary-General on the overall progress achieved since the
United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent (E/ CN. 17/1997/2
and Add. 1-31)

Report of the Secretary-General on gl obal change and sustai nabl e
devel opnent: critical trends (E/ CN. 17/1997/3 and Corr. 1)

Report of the Secretary-General on an assessnent of activities that pose a
maj or threat to the environnent (E/ CN.17/1997/4)

Report of the Secretary-General on an assessnent of progress in the
i mpl ement ati on of Agenda 21 at the national |evel (E/ CN 17/1997/5)

Report of the Secretary-General on an inventory of ongoing energy-rel ated
programes and activities of entities within the United Nations system on
coordi nati on of such activities and on arrangenents needed to foster the

I i nkage between energy and sustai nabl e devel opnment within the system
(E/CN. 17/ 1997/ 7)

Report of the Secretary-General on the R o Declaration on Environnent and
Devel opnent: application and inplenmentation (E/ CN. 17/1997/8)

Report of the Secretary-General on a conprehensive assessnent of the
freshwater resources of the world (E/ CN. 17/1997/9)

Report of the Hi gh-level Advisory Board on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent on its
sixth session (E/ CN. 17/1997/10)

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Executive
Secretary of the Convention on Biodiversity on the inplenentation of the
Convention (E/ CN.17/1997/11)

Report of the Ad Hoc Intergovernnental Panel on Forests (E/ CN. 17/1997/12)

Report of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Inter-sessional Wrking Goup of the
Commi ssion (E/ CN.17/1997/13)

Report of the Secretary-General on the inplenentation of the Progranmme of
Action for the Sustainable Devel opnment of Small |sland Devel opi ng States
(E/ CN. 17/ 1997/ 14)

Report of the Hi gh-level Advisory Board on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent on its
seventh session (E/CN. 17/1997/17 and Add. 1)

5. Oher mmtters

Docunent ati on

Report of the Secretary-General on proposals for the streamining of
nati onal reporting requirenents (E/ CN. 17/1997/6)
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Report of the Secretary-General on the inplenentation of the Programe of
Action for the Sustainabl e Devel opnent of Small Island Devel opi ng States
(E/ CN. 17/ 1997/ 14)

Note by the Secretary-CGeneral on the proposed programme of work of the
Di vi si on for Sustainable Devel opnent for the bienni um 1998-1999
(E/CN. 17/ 1997/ CRP. 1)

Item 6. Provisional agenda for the sixth session of the Conm ssion

8. In accordance with rule 9 of the rules of procedure of the functiona

conmi ssions of the Economic and Social Council, the Secretary-Ceneral shal

submt a draft provisional agenda for the Comm ssion's forthconm ng session
indicating in respect of each agenda itemthe docunents to be submtted under
that itemand the legislative authority for their preparation, in order to
enabl e the Commi ssion to consider the docunments fromthe point of view of their
contribution to the work of the Commi ssion and of their urgency and rel evance in
the Iight of the current session

Iltem 7. Adoption of the report of the Commi ssion on its fifth session

9. In accordance with rule 37 of the rules of procedure of the functiona
conmi ssions of the Economic and Social Council, the Comm ssion reports to the
Council on the work of each session
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Annex |

PROPOSED CRGANI ZATI ON OF WORK

The proposed organi zation of work for the fifth session of the Comm ssion
on Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent has been drawn up on the basis of the decisions taken
by the Comm ssion at its organizational session and on informal consultations
conducted by the Chairman with the Bureau

Week of 7-11 April*

Tuesday, 8 April Openi ng of the session
a.m ltem 1 El ection of officers
Iltem 2 Adopti on of the agenda and ot her

organi zational matters

Itens 3 and 4 H gh-l evel segnent:

Report of the Ad Hoc I ntergovernment al
Panel on Forests

Preparations for the special session of
the General Assenbly for the purpose of
an overall review and appraisal of

Agenda 21
p. m Items 3 and 4 (Hi gh-1evel segnent continued)
Wednesday, 9 Apri
a.m and p.m Itens 3 and 4 (Hi gh-1evel segnent continued)
Thursday, 10 Apri
a.m and p.m Itens 3 and 4 (Hi gh-1evel segnent continued)
Friday, 11 Apri
a.m Iltem 4 Presentations regardi ng preparations for
t he speci al session of the Genera
Assenbl y
p. m Item5 O her matters

* No neetings will be held on Monday, 7 April.
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WORKI NG GROUP (parallel)

a.m

p. m

Week of 14-18 April*

Monday., 14 April

WORKI NG GROUP (parallel)

am

p. m

DRAFTI NG GROUP (parallel)

a.m and p.m ltem 4

Tuesday, 15 April

WORKI NG GROUP (parallel)

am

p. m

DRAFTI NG GROUP (parall el)

a.m and p.m ltem 4

Wednesday, 16 April

WORKI NG GROUP (parallel)

Di al ogue session with major groups
(Children and yout h)

Di al ogue session with nmajor groups

(Scientific and technol ogi cal
comuni ties)

Di al ogue session with major groups
(Vomen)

Di al ogue session with major groups
(Workers and trade unions)

Negoti ations on the final draft text

Di al ogue session with major groups
(1 ndi genous peopl es)

Di al ogue session with major groups
(Non- gover nment al or gani zati ons)

Negoti ations on the final draft text

a.m Di al ogue session with major groups (Local
aut horities)
p. m Di al ogue session with major groups
(Farmers)
* There will be no neeting on Thursday, 17 April, in view of the Islamc

hol i day of Eid Al Adha.



DRAFTI NG GROUP (parallel)

a.m and p.m Item 4

Friday, 18 April

WORKI NG GROUP (parallel)

a.m

p. m

DRAFTI NG GROUP (parallel)

a.m and p.m ltem 4

Week of 21-25 April*

Monday, 21 April

a.m and p.m

Tuesday, 22 April

a.m and p.m

Wednesday, 23 April

a.m and p.m

Thursday, 24 April

a.m and p.m

Friday, 25 April

a.m ltem5
p. m Item 6
ltem 7
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Negoti ations on the final draft text

Di al ogue session with major groups
(Busi ness and i ndustry)

Di al ogue session with major groups
(Synt hesi s sessi on)

Negoti ations on the final draft text

Work of the drafting groups

Work of the drafting groups

Work of the drafting groups

Work of the drafting groups

G her matters

Provi si onal agenda for the sixth session
of the Commi ssion

Adoption of the report of the Conm ssion
on its fifth session

* The work will be divided between either two or three drafting groups, on
t he understanding that no nore than two will neet simultaneously.
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Annex ||
MEMBERSHI P OF THE COVWM SSI ON ON SUSTAI NABLE
DEVELOPMENT | N 1997
(53 nmenbers; three-year tern
Term expires on
31 Decenber
Antigua and Barbuda ............. . .. .. 1998
Australia . ... .. 1997
BahamBs . ... .. e 1997
Bangl adesh . ... .. .. 1997
Bel gi um ... 1998
Beni N e 1998
Bolivia ... e 1998
Brazi |l ... 1997
Bul garia ... 1999
BUr UNdi .. 1997
Canada .. ... e 1999
Central African Republic ......... ... . ... ... . ... ........ 1998
China ... e 1998
Colombia ... 1998
D bouti ... 1999
EQY Pt 1999
Ethiopia ... .. 1997
Finland . ... 1997
France .. ... ... . e 1997
GabON . e 1998
GBI MBNY . oot e 1998
Ghana . ... e 1997
GUYANA . . o 1998
HUNGary ... 1997
I Ndi A .. 1999
I NdONEST A .. oot 1999
Iran (Islamc Republic of) ...... ... ... ... .. ... ....... 1997
Lrel and . ... .. 1999
JapaNn . 1999
VBXI CO o e 1999
Mozanmbi qUEe . ... 1998
Netherl ands . ... .. . 1998
N gEr 1999
Paki St an ... ... 1998
Panama .. ... .. e 1999
Papua New QUinea ........... i 1997
Peru .. e 1997
Philippines . ... .. 1997
Pol and . ... 1998
Russian Federation ........... ... 1998
Saudi Arabia ........ ... e 1998
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Term expires on

31 Decenber

Senegal ... 1997
Slovakia . ... .. e 1999
Pl N L 1997
SUdaN . . e 1999
SMBAEN . . e 1998
Switzerland . ... ... e 1998
Thai land .. ... e 1998
UKE @ DB ot e e e e e e e e 1997
Uni ted Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland .......... .. . . . . . 1999
United States of AmBrica ........... ... 1999
VenezZUEl @ . ... 1999

Zinmbabwe . ... 1998



