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I NTRCDUCT! ON

1. At its organizational session for 1995 (7-10 February 1995), the Economc
and Social Council decided, inter alia, "to request the Secretary-Ceneral to
submt a conprehensive report to the Council at its substantive session in 1995
to enable it to review the working nethods of the Committee, in line with the
provi sions of CGeneral Assenbly resolution 48/162 of 20 Decenmber 1993". The
present report, prepared in response to the request, attenpts to take into
account the restructuring of the Econom ¢ and Social Council as well as
reflections on the work of the Committee made in the course of its own
self-evaluations in 1987 1/ and 1990. 2/

. THE COW TTEE AND | TS TERVM5 OF REFERENCE

2. The Conmittee for Devel opnent Planning (CDP) was established by the Counci
to provide i ndependent expert advice on devel opnent trends and projections,

i ncl udi ng pl anni ng techni ques and devel opnent strategies, and on the activities
of the United Nations and its specialized agencies in those fields, in order to
propose neasures for their inprovenent. 1In resolution 1079 (XXXl X) of

28 July 1965, the Council also invited the Conmttee "to make any suggestions it
may consi der useful concerning the scope of its terns of reference".

3. At its first and second sessions, the Committee el aborated on its terms of
ref erence, enphasizing the need to devote attention to the design and

i mpl ementation of effective policies. Inits initial years, the Conmttee gave
consi derabl e attention to planning problens, especially those related to plan
i mpl ementation at the national and regional levels. In that context, the

Committee has dealt with a broad range of policy issues.

4. The focus of the Committee's work has evolved in accordance wth

devel opnents in the world econony and the evolution in the nodalities of

i nternational econom c cooperation. Accordingly, in the 1970s, the Committee
devoted considerable tine to the formulation of international devel opnment

strategies and their review and appraisal. |Its nmandate was al so enl arged by
specific requests fromthe Council, largely in connection with the
identification of the |east devel oped anong the devel oping countries. |Its

existing ternms of reference inpose few constraints on its freedomof action to
formulate its work programme as it sees fit.

5. Committee nenbers are appointed by the Council on nomination by the
Secretary-Ceneral. Nominees are selected with a viewto ensuring a high |eve
of practical and academni c experience in devel opnent policy design and

i mpl ement ati on and adequat e geographi cal and gender bal ance. Some have been
based in academic institutions; others have been senior governnmental officials,
including current or fornmer mnisters of devel opnent, directors of centra
banks, heads of research institutes etc. |In the past, nost Conmittee nmenbers
have been econonists, but a few have been from ot her disciplines such as
soci ol ogy, political science and law. At the sanme tinme, care has been taken to
ensure that the Commttee's collective expertise includes a w de range of
specialized interests - e.g., human resources devel opnent, environnmenta
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econom cs, macroeconom cs, international trade and finance, and | ega
f ramewor ks

1. THEMATI C CONTENT OF THE COW TTEE' S REPORTS AND I TS
RELEVANCE TO | NTERGOVERNMVENTAL BODI ES

6. The thematic content of the reports of the Committee has varied

consi derably over the years, due to changes in the relative inportance of
various issues on the agenda of the Council and the General Assenbly, changes in
the conposition of the Committee and interests of Conmmittee menbers thensel ves,
and the wide latitude for choice of thene inplied by the Commttee's terns of

ref erence. Annex | provides an illustrative (but not exhaustive) |ist of
topics on formul ating and i npl enenti ng devel opnent strategies at the nationa
and international |evels. An attenpt has been nmade to identify the

contributions made in the reports of the Comrttee to the various topics and to
i ndi cate whether the Commttee devoted a major or mnor portion of its report to
the issue in question. Annex Il contains a list of the topics that have been
the subject of particularly lengthy treatment in the reports of the Commttee.

7. The focus of the Committee's work has evolved in accordance with

devel opnents in the world econony and the evolution in the nodalities of

i nternational econonic cooperation. Thus, the coverage of issues froma
national or regional perspective was fairly promnent during the first 10 years

of the Commttee's work. |In the 1970s, however, the Committee focused
increasingly on the formulation of international devel opnent strategies and
their review and appraisal. It also addressed itself to a nunmber of specific
requests fromthe Council, largely in connection with the identification of the

| east devel oped anong the devel opi ng countries. Beginning with the report on
the twenty-fourth session, the coverage of issues froma national or regiona
perspective once again gai ned sone prom nence. However, it mght be noted that
coverage of such issues has been unsystematic and far from conprehensive. The
regular inclusion in the reports of the Conmttee of a section on prospects for
the worl d econonmy and their policy inplication began only with the report on the
twentieth session, in 1994.

8. The work of the Conmmittee on the formulation of the internationa

devel opnent strategies is thought to have been very hel pful to the Council and
the General Assenbly, as has been its work on the identification of the |east
devel oped anong the devel oping countries. Wile the reports of the Comittee
are of uniformy high quality, a few of them- particularly those on its eighth,
tenth, twelfth and twenty-fourth sessions, dealing, respectively, with nass
poverty and unenpl oynent, industrialization, depressed regions of the world, and
human resources devel opnent - were particularly useful for the deliberations of

i ntergovernnmental bodies. The first two reports nentioned above contributed to
the intergovernmental processes of the International Labour O ganisation (ILO
and the United Nations Industrial Devel opnment Organization (UN DO,

respectively, as well as those of the Council. The third report nentioned above
concerned the review and apprai sal of the International Devel opnent Strategy for
t he Second United Nations Devel opnent Decade (1970s), which was a principa

focus of the Council. The fourth report led directly to the major enphasis on
human resources devel opnent in the International Devel opnent Strategy for the

l...
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Fourth United Nati ons Decade (1990s) and was associated with a shift in enphasis
by the United Nations Devel opment Programe (UNDP).

9. The Conmittee has been instrumental in devel oping or popul arizing a nunber
of key conceptual elenents in the area of devel opnment pl anni ng and poli ci es.
These include, inter alia, a conprehensive approach to devel opnent, which has
evol ved over tine to include social, economc and environnmental factors; the
category of |east devel oped countries; the close relationship between plans and
effective policies for their inplementation; and the useful ness of globa
projections as a background for international econom c cooperation

1. ROLE OF THE COM TTEE W TH N THE SYSTEM OF THE UN TED
NATI ONS AND | TS SPECI ALI ZED AGENCI ES

10. The status of CDP provides it with a unique opportunity to direct its views
and recommendations on critical devel opnent issues to the internationa
comunity. However, the effectiveness of the Conmttee could be much greater if
its relationship with the intergovernnental nachinery of the Council and the
General Assenbly were enhanced. The Committee could al so becone one of the nmain
instruments of the Secretary-General who could turn to the Conmttee for its
advice. Simlarly, the bureaux of the Council, its functional Conm ssions and
the Second and Third Committees of the General Assenbly could identify
forthcom ng issues where it is felt that expert advice provided by the Comittee
woul d be of particular inport. Functioning on the nodel of national councils of
econom ¢ or devel opnent advisers, the Commttee would then be able to draft its
views and recomrendations in a manner responsive to the priority concerns of the
Organi zation. In order to nake tinmely contributions to the deliberations of the
functional Comm ssions of the Council, working groups established by CDP could
submt their reports directly to the body concerned, on the authority of the
experts involved. At its plenary session, the full Commttee would, of course,
consi der the working group report, amend it, as necessary, and adopt it, as has
been the practice in the past.

11. If the thrust of this recommendation is to be pursued, however, it is of
the utnost inportance not to jeopardi ze the independent status of the nenbers of
the Commttee. Mre effective use of CDP could reduce - but not elimnate - the
need to convene ad hoc expert groups to advise the Secretary-General on specific
i ssues.

12. The Conmittee has often felt that, to introduce its report, it would be
hel pful if the Chairperson of the Conmttee could address the Council at its
substanti ve session, and can thus be expected to wel cone the recent Counci

deci si on which provides for this procedure, beginning in 1996. VWhen its work
is relevant to other intergovernmental bodies, a simlar practice nmght be
followed. Informal exchanges between nenbers of the Comm ttee and the del egates

to the Council or other bodies could enhance the effectiveness of this practice.

13. In this context, a nunber of possibilities may be envisaged. |If the Counci
considers it useful for the Conmmttee to continue to prepare an annual appraisa
of the policy inplications of recent devel opments and projected trends in the
worl d econony, participation by the Chairperson of the Commttee in the high-

/...
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| evel segnment during its policy dialogues could be considered. This actually
occurred by special arrangenent in 1992 on an experinental basis. Should the
Conmi ttee have addressed an issue relevant to the deliberations of the Counci
inits coordination segnment or in its operational activities segnent, the

Chai rperson of the Conmttee or a nmenber designated by hinmher mght be invited
to address the Council when the issue in question is to be addressed. Finally,
t he Chairperson mght be invited to introduce the Commttee report during the
general segnent.

V. QUALITY OF PRODUCT

14. The thenes to be addressed by the Committee, their analyses and policy
reconmendati ons should be such as to serve as a catalyst to thinking in those
areas by all concerned with devel opnent problens. Such thenmes could relate to
emergi ng i ssues and negl ected areas of inportance to devel opnent.

15. For the Committee to do a thorough job, studies on selected themes need to
be prepared, by either outside experts or the Secretariat, for consideration by
ei ther working groups of the Comrmittee or the Conmttee itself. The

del i berations of the Commttee and its working groups on selected thenmes would
be enhanced through contacts with relevant research institutions, either within
the United Nations systemor outside of it.

16. CDP shoul d not, however, conpete with or duplicate the activities of the
various international agencies, including the United Nations itself, especially
where in-depth research is required. The limted tinme during which CDP and its
wor ki ng groups neet neans that they should, generally speaking, concentrate on
probl enms and issues for the elucidation of which the accunul ated know edge and
experience of menbers is the crucial input.

V. DI SSEM NATI ON

17. The effectiveness of the Committee's work could be enhanced by greater
outreach. Sel ective efforts might be nade to inprove the dissemnation of its
reports and additional resources be sought to acconplish this. Possibilities

m ght include systematic contacts with journalists who specialize in econom cs
and sel ected non-governnental organizations, use of the information centres of
the Departnent of Public Information, and a cycle of nmedia interviews on

devel opnent issues related to the Conmttee's ongoing work. It mght also w sh
to consider requesting the Secretariat to issue the reports of its working
groups under departnental "occasional papers" series so as to reach possibly a
wi der audi ence by targeting particular groups according to the subject-matter of
the reports. The Departnent for Devel opnent Support and Managenent Servi ces,
through its regional and interregional advisers, and the United Nations

Devel opnent Programme, through its resident representatives, could also help to
draw the attention of decision nakers at the national level to the work of the
Conmi tt ee.
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V. ORGAN ZATI ON OF WORK

A. Selection of thenes

18. Wthout jeopardizing the independent nature of the Committee, consideration
needs to be given to ways of ensuring that the thenes chosen by the Committee
are pertinent to the deliberations of the Council and/or its functiona

conmmi ssions. This task would be facilitated if the Council woul d encourage

mul ti-year work programmes in each of its functional conm ssions and agree on
the themes of each of its own segnents at |east one year in advance.

B. Plenary sessions and worKki ng groups

19. CDP neets in plenary session annually, for one week, usually in New York in
md April. The session is preceded by annual neetings of the three working
groups, usually in New York or Geneva in the fall or winter. Each working group
consists of fromfive to eight experts, conprising both CDP nenbers and co-opted
experts, who nmeet for fromthree to five days to explore specific topics. CDP
has i npl emented vari ous changes in its neeting schedule: shorter plenary
sessions; reduced processing of documents, particularly in-session documents;
and nore informal servicing of working groups, usually w thout sinultaneous
interpretation. |In the view of CDP, many of these changes have increased
efficiency and cost-effectiveness. The pattern of neetings permits the

ef fective consideration of CDP reports by the Council, at its annual substantive
session, in the general discussion on international econonm c and social policy.

1/ E/ 1987/ 23, paras. 77-83.

2/ E/ 1990/ 27, paras. 146-158.
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Annex |
THEMATI C CONTENT COF CDP REPORTS
Session for which report
was prepared
Maj or M nor

tr eat nent tr eat nent

1. Devel opnent strategi es from national /regi ona

per spective

1.1 Econom c pl anni ng

1.1.1 Ceneral observations 2 23
1.1.2 Regional practices and probl ens 2, 3
5 7

1.2 Sector-specific devel opnent strategies
and policies

1.2.1 |Industry 7, 10 11, 13,
15, 16
1.2.2 Agriculture and food 2, 5 11, 13,
15, 16
1.2.3 Energy 11, 15,
16
1.2.4 Environment 25 15
1.2.5 Physical infrastructure 12

1.3 Hunman resources and social aspects

1.3.1 Health and education (human 24 15, 16
resour ce devel opnent) 23

1.3.2 Poverty and incone distribution 8, 12, 24 7, 25

1.3.3 Wnen 13, 24

1.3.4 Popul ation 13, 16
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Session for which report
was prepared

Maj or M nor
t r eat nent t r eat nent
1.4 Donestic resource nobilization
1.4.1 Fiscal policy 5, 26 23
1.4.2 Domnestic capital markets
1.4.3 Entrepreneurship markets 23
1.4.4 |Inflation
1.5 National policies vis-a-vis internationa
system of trade and finance
1.5.1 International trade 25, 26 23
1.5.2 Foreign direct investnent 27
1.5.3 National debt managenent 27
1.5.4 Technol ogy transfer 15, 16
1.5.5 Economc reformin devel opi ng
countries 28
1.6 Econom c cooperation anong devel opi ng
countries 14, 17 3, 5 19
I nternational econom c cooperation for 19, 20,
devel opnent 21, 28
2.1 Role of the United Nations in the
framework of internationa
econom ¢ cooperation 28
2.2 International devel opnent strategy
2.2.1 Formulation 4, 6, 2, 3, 14,
16, 25 15
2.2.2 Review and apprai sal 9, 12, 13 7, 8
2.2.3 Projection nethodol ogy of
United Nations agencies 14, 24
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Session for which report
was prepared
Maj or M nor
tr eat nent tr eat nent
2.3 International trading system 21 23
2.3.1 Miltilateral trading system (GATT) 25 11
2.3.2 Protectionism 26 11

2.3.3 Commodities

2.4 International nonetary and financial

system 21
2.4.1 Balance of paynments and
adj ustnents (I M) 16, 18
2.4.2 International liquidity 12
2.4.3 dobal demand nanagenent 10, 17, 20, 23
18, 19,
22, 25

2.5 Finance and devel opnent

2.5.1 Oficial flows 22, 27 11, 12,
16, 18,
20, 21
2.5.2 Disarmanent and devel opnent

finance 16, 19
2.5.3 International capital markets and 20, 21, 12, 19

external debt probl ens 22, 24,

25, 27

2.6 Special neasures for specific country

gr oups
2.6.1 Least developed (including criteria) 7, 20, 27 15
2.6.2 Sub-Saharan Africa 20, 21 12
2.7 Technical cooperation for devel opnent 28
3. I nplications of energing trends for

devel opnent prospects of devel opi ng countries



3.2

3.3

3.4

Worl d econom ¢ outl ook on unchanged
pol i ci es

Economic and political reformin
soci alist countries

Econom ¢ integration anong devel oped
mar ket econom es

d obal environnental and natura
resource issues

Li nkages anong sectors/issues

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

Agricul ture, industry, population

Agriculture, industry, comodity trade
resource transfers

Envi ronnent, devel opnent, poverty
Rel ati on of popul ation growh and

mgration to natural resources
envi ronnent and devel opnent
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Session for which report
was prepared

Maj or M nor
t r eat nent t r eat nent
10, 17,
20, 21,
22, 23,
24, 25,
26, 27,
28, 29
27
26
25
13
11
28
28
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Annex 11
| SSUES TREATED I N DEPTH | N CDP REPORTS

Sessi on
Pl anni ng and plan inplenentation in Latin America Second
Pl anni ng and plan inplenentation in Africa Third
Pl anni ng and pl an i nmpl enentation i n ECAFE regi on Fifth
Characteristics and identification of the |east
devel oped countries Sevent h
Long-term pl anni ng:  European experience Sevent h
Mass poverty and unenpl oynent Ei ght h
Industrialization of devel oping countries Tent h
Depressed regi ons of the world Twel fth
Transfer of resources to devel oping countries El event h
Econom ¢ cooperati on anong devel opi ng countries Fourteenth
Econom ¢ cooperati on anong devel opi ng countries Sevent eent h
Worl d economc recovery and international nonetary
and financial cooperation Ei ght eent h
I nternational economi c cooperation Ni net eent h
Breaki ng the barriers to devel opnent Twentieth
The challenge to nultilateralism Twenty-first
Doubl i ng devel opnent finance Twent y- second
Hurmman resource devel opnent Twenty-fourth
Ext ernal debt, devel opnent finance and
gl obal nacroeconom ¢ nmanagenent Twenty-fifth
Water: the fundanental resource Twenty-fifth
Enmergi ng tradi ng bl ocs Twent y-si xth

National fiscal policies Twent y-si xt h



Reforns in Eastern Europe and the USSR their
i npact on devel opi ng countries

Criteria for identifying the | east devel oped countries
Envi ronnent, devel opment and poverty
Economic reformin devel opi ng countries

Popul ation growh and mgration in relation to
natural resources environment and devel opnent

Techni cal cooperation for sustainabl e devel oprent
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Sessi on

Twent y- sevent h
Twent y- sevent h
Twent y-ei ghth

Twent y-ei ghth

Twenty-ninth

Twenty-ninth
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Annex 11
SYMBOLS OF REPORTS AND DATES OF THE REGULAR SESSI ONS
O THE COW TTEE

Sessi on Synbol of report Date of session
First E/ 4207/ Rev. 1 2-11 May 1966
Second E/ 4306 10-20 April 1967
Third E/ 4515 29 April-10 May 1968
Fourth and fifth E/ 4682 17-21 March 1969
Si xth E/ 4776 5-15 January 1970
Sevent h E/ 4990 22 March-1 April 1971
Ei ghth E/ 5126 10-20 April 1972
N nt h E/ 5293 2-12 April 1973
Tenth E/ 5478 25 March-3 April 1974
El event h E/ 5671 7-16 April 1975
Twel fth E/ 5793 29 March-7 April 1976
Thirteenth E/ 5939 11-21 April 1977
Fourteenth E/ 1978/ 46 6-16 March 1978
Fifteenth E/ 1979/ 37 26 March-5 April 1979
Si xt eenth E/ 1980/ 3 7-16 January 1980
Sevent eent h E/ 1981/ 27 23 March-1 April 1981
Ei ghteent h E/ 1982/ 15 19-28 April 1982
N net eent h E/ 1983/ 16 18-27 April 1983
Twenti eth E/ 1984/ 17 17-21 May 1984
Twenty-first and resuned 19-21 Novenber 1984

twenty-first E/ 1985/ 29 and 20-23 April 1985
Twent y- second E/ 1986/ 26 19-22 March 1986
Twenty-third E/ 1987/ 23 21-24 April 1987
Twenty-fourth E/ 1988/ 16 12-15 April 1988
Twenty-fifth E/ 1989/ 29 9-12 May 1989
Twent y- si xt h E/ 1990/ 27 30 April-4 May 1990
Twent y-sevent h E/ 1991/ 32 22-26 April 1991
Twent y-ei ght h E/ 1992/ 27 18-22 April 1992
Twenty-ninth E/ 1994/ 22 12-14 January 1994

Note: The first report issued as a sales publication was that of the sixth
session. Subsequently, the reports of the eighth to twenty-ei ghth sessions
(1972-1992) were also issued as sales publications.



