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SUMMARY

At its thirty-seventh session, the Commission on the Status of Women
recommended to the Economic and Social Council the adoption of seven draft
resolutions and two draft decisions.

In draft resolution | (Improvement of the status of women in the
Secretariat), the Council would urge the Secretary-General to fully implement
the action programme contained in his report (A/47/508) in order to remove the
obstacles to the improvement of the status of women in the Secretariat and to
achieve the targets set for the participation of women in the Secretariat. It
would also request the Secretary-General to further develop policy measures
aimed at the prevention of sexual harassment in the Secretariat.

In draft resolution 1l (Draft declaration on the elimination of violence
against women), the Council would urge the General Assembly to adopt the draft
declaration, urge Member States to adopt, strengthen and enforce legislation
prohibiting violence against women, and request the Secretary-General to
report on implementation of the declaration, once adopted.

In draft resolution Il (Communications on the status of women), the
Council would request the Secretary-General to continue to publicize the
communications mechanism of the Commission and to report thereon to the
Commission at its thirty-eighth session. It would invite each regional group
to appoint, one week before each session of the Commission, a member to the
Working Group on Communications.

In draft resolution IV (Women, environment and development), the Council
would urge the Commission on Sustainable Development and other bodies to
develop appropriate mechanisms to ensure support for the objectives and
activities relating to the role of women in sustainable development, request
the Secretary-General to include information on the subject in the report on
the effective mobilization and integration of women in development, and
request the Commission to include the issue in its discussions of preparations
for the Fourth World Conference on Women. The Council would also agree to
review the current and planned activities of the Commission in order to assess
the degree to which the recommendations in Agenda 21 were already included in
its activities or could be included in future activities.

In draft resolution V (Women and children under apartheid), the Council
would demand the immediate and unconditional release of any political
prisoners and detainees, urge those involved in the multi-party forum to deal
with issues concerning women, request the Centre against Apartheid to
strengthen its cooperation with the Division for the Advancement of Women,
appeal to the international community to support programmes and projects
directed towards women, call upon the Secretary-General to monitor incidents
of political and domestic violence directed against women and children, decide
that the Commission would remain seized of the issue, and request the
Secretary-General to submit to the Commission at its thirty-eighth session a
report on the implementation of the resolution.

In draft resolution VI (Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women), the Council would support the request of the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women for additional
meeting time for its future sessions, welcome its draft general recommendation
on article 16 and related articles 9 and 15, request States parties to the
Convention to work to withdraw their reservations to the Convention, and urge
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the Secretary-General to widely publicize the decisions and recommendations of
the Committee.

In draft resolution VII (Situation of and assistance to Palestinian
women), the Council would demand that Israel accept the de jure applicability
of the Geneva Convention to the occupied Palestinian territory, appeal to
Governments and others to provide financial assistance to Palestinian women,
request the Commission on the Status of Women to continue monitoring those
paragraphs of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies concerning assistance to
Palestinian women, and request the Secretary-General to assist in and review
the situation of Palestinian women using all available resources, and submit
to the Commission at its thirty-eighth session a report containing
recommendations and a programme of action.

In draft decision I, the Council would approve the provisional agenda and
documentation for the thirty-eighth session of the Commission. In draft
decision Il, the Council would decide to convene an inter-sessional working
group of the Commission for a period of five working days during the first two
weeks of January 1994, open to all Member States and observer States, to
further develop the structure of the Platform for Action contained in the
annex to Commission resolution 37/7.

The Commission also adopted nine resolutions.

In resolution 37/1 (Preliminary proposals for the system-wide medium-term
plan for the advancement of women for the period 1996-2001), the Commission
recommended that the Council request the Secretary-General to revise the plan
after the Platform for Action and the second review and appraisal of the
Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies had been adopted in 1995; it recommended
that any revised system-wide plan be more concise, take into account changes
in the United Nations planning cycles and be more concrete. It recommended
that the Commission be given responsibility for monitoring progress in
implementing the system-wide plan, that all the United Nations entities be
held accountable for the components of the plan falling within their
competence. It made a series of detailed comments and recommended that they
be taken into account in the final version of the plan.

In resolution 37/2 (Inter-agency coordination), the Commission
recommended that the Secretary-General further promote and institutionalize
coordination of initiatives of United Nations programmes related to women,
promote the acceptance of gender-based strategic planning and assign the
Division for the Advancement of Women responsibility for coordinating
activities leading to the establishment of an official common definition of
gender-focused planning for the United Nations system.

In resolution 37/3 (Rape and abuse of women in the territory of the
former Yugoslavia), the Commission condemned rape and abuse of women in the
territory, welcomed the request of the Commission on Human Rights to the
Special Rapporteur to pursue an investigation into the situation, urged that
the team of experts include a representative of the Division for the
Advancement of Women, the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women or both, urged the Security Council to reflect gender balance in
any international criminal tribunal that would be established, urged
development of long-term, action-oriented plans and programmes for
rehabilitation, urged that counselling and other support form an integral part
of health and welfare services, and requested the Secretary-General to make
the reports of the Special Rapporteur available to the Commission at its
thirty-eighth session.




In resolution 37/4 (World Conference on Human Rights), the Commission
decided to present a contribution to the Preparatory Committee for the World
Conference on Human Rights.

In resolution 37/5 (Women and legal literacy), the Commission made
recommendations to Governments and other institutions to promote legal
literacy, and requested the Preparatory Committee for the World Summit for
Social Development to include in its agenda consideration of education for
all, the eradication of illiteracy, and the promotion of legal literacy,
particularly among women, and urged the World Conference on Human Rights to
address the issue.

In resolution 37/6 (Women and development), the Commission made
recommendations to Governments and other institutions to take a number of
specific steps to improve the integration of women in development, requested
the Secretary-General to include policy and programme recommendations on the
basis of gender analysis in his biennial monitoring report on the
implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies and to ensure that
the issues of women and development and of the integration of women in
development programmes were an integral part of the International Development
Strategy for the Fourth United Nations Development Decade.

In resolution 37/7 (Preparations for the Fourth World Conference on
Women: Action for Equality, Development and Peace), the Commission urged
Governments to establish national preparatory committees and requested the
Secretary-General to ensure that documentation was accessible and that
Conference facilities catered to the needs of people with disabilities. It
requested a series of steps to permit non-governmental organizations not in
consultative status with the Economic and Social Council to participate in the
Conference. It requested the Secretary-General to present a first draft of
the Platform for Action to the Commission at its thirty-eighth session, taking
into account the structure of the Platform agreed on at the thirty-seventh
session and the results of the inter-sessional working group. It made a
series of recommendations on the process and content of the second review and
appraisal of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies. It suggested that steps
be taken to strengthen an information campaign about the Conference. Finally,
it requested that the Secretary-General prepare for the Commission at its
thirty-eighth session a report on institutional arrangements for the
implementation of the Platform for Action containing options for considering
that item at the Conference.

In resolution 37/8 (Women in extreme poverty), the Commission made a
series of detailed recommendations to governmental and other institutions on
measures to alleviate the situation of women in extreme poverty.

In resolution 37/9 (Work programme on the advancement of women and the
proposed restructuring of the economic and social activities of the United
Nations), the Commission called upon the Secretary-General to take the
necessary steps to strengthen the structure for the advancement of women and
maintain its identity with adequate resources, urged that in making decisions
on the Division for the Advancement of Women and the Centre for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs, due consideration be given to the long-
and short-term impact of the decisions on the priority, substance and
visibility of the United Nations commitment to women and to social
development, requested the Secretary-General to ensure that any institutional
arrangements strengthened the work programme on the advancement of women and
improved coordination, and encouraged Member States to send high-level
representation to future sessions of the Commission.
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Chapter |

MATTERS CALLING FOR ACTION BY THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL
OR BROUGHT TO ITS ATTENTION

A. Draft resolutions

1. The Commission on the Status of Women recommends to the Economic and Social
Council the adoption of the following draft resolutions:

DRAFT RESOLUTION |

Improvement of the status of women in the Secretariat *

The Economic and Social Council ,

Recalling Articles 1 and 101 of the Charter of the United Nations,

Recalling also Article 8 of the Charter, which provides that the
United Nations shall place no restrictions on the eligibility of men and women
to participate in any capacity and under conditions of equality in its principal
and subsidiary organs,

Recalling further the relevant paragraphs of the Nairobi Forward-looking
Strategies for the Advancement of Women, 1 _| especially paragraphs 79, 306,
315, 356 and 358,

Recalling the relevant resolutions and decisions of the General Assembly,
the Economic and Social Council and other bodies that have continued to focus on
this area since the adoption of Assembly resolution 2715 (XXV) of
15 December 1970, in which the question of the employment of women in the
Professional category was first addressed,

Noting with concern that the goal of a 30 per cent participation rate of
women in posts subject to geographical distribution by the end of 1990 was not
achieved,

Noting also with concern that the participation rate of women in posts at
the D-1 level and above remains unreasonably low, although some welcome
improvements have been made in the form of recent appointments by the
Secretary-General,

Aware that a comprehensive policy aimed at preventing and combating sexual
harassment should be an integral part of personnel policy,

* For the discussion, see chap. Il.

1/ Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements

of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace ,
Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.85.1V.10),
chap. I, sect. A.
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Commending the Secretary-General for his administrative instruction
containing procedures for dealing with cases of sexual harassment, 2 /

Recalling the goal set by the General Assembly in resolutions 45/125 of
14 December 1990, 45/239 C of 21 December 1990, 46/100 of 16 December 1991 and
47/93 of 16 December 1992 of a 35 per cent overall participation rate of women
in posts subject to geographical distribution by 1995,

Recalling also the goal set in General Assembly resolution 45/239 C of a
25 per cent participation rate of women in posts at the D-1 level and above by
1995,

Bearing in_mind that a visible commitment by the Secretary-General,
especially during the continuing restructuring phase, is essential to the
achievement of the targets set by the General Assembly,

Welcoming the commitment of the Secretary-General, expressed in his
statement to the Fifth Committee of the General Assembly on 6 November 1992 to
bringing the gender balance in policy-level positions as close to 50:50 as
possible, 3 _/ and his commitment, expressed in his message on the occasion of
International Women'’s Day, to ensuring that the number of women in Professional
posts in the Secretariat reflected the world population as a whole by the
fiftieth anniversary of the United Nations in 1995, 4 !

Welcoming also  the evaluation and analysis of the main obstacles to the
improvement of the status of women in the Secretariat contained in the report of
the Secretary-General, 5 !

Welcoming further the action programme of the Secretary-General designed to
remove the obstacles to the improvement of the status of women in the
Secretariat, 6 _/

Welcoming the development by the Secretary-General of a plan of action for
1993 and 1994 to improve the status of women in the Secretariat by 1995, 7

1. Urges the Secretary-General to implement fully the action programme
designed to remove the obstacles to the improvement of the status of women in
the Secretariat, 6 _/ and notes that his visible commitment is essential to the
achievement of the targets set by the General Assembly;

2. Also urges the Secretary-General to further examine existing work
practices within the United Nations system with a view to increasing flexibility
so as to remove direct or indirect discrimination against staff members with
family responsibilities, including further consideration of such issues as
job-sharing, flexible working hours, child-care arrangements, career break
schemes and access to training;

2/  ST/IAI379.

3/ A/C.5/47/SR.21, para. 58.

4/  See E/CN.6/1993/15, para. 14.
5/ A/47/508.

6/  Ibid., sect. IV.

7/  See E/CN.6/1993/15, para. 13.



3. Further urges the Secretary-General, in accordance with the Charter of
the United Nations, to accord greater priority to the recruitment and promotion
of women in posts subject to geographical distribution, particularly in senior
policy-level and decision-making posts, in order to achieve the goals set in
resolutions 45/125, 45/239 C, 46/100 and 47/93 of an overall participation rate
of 35 per cent by 1995 and 25 per cent in posts at the D-1 level and above
by 1995;

4, Strongly urges the Secretary-General to make further use of the
opportunity offered by the United Nations reorganization process to promote more
women into senior-level positions;

5. Urges the Secretary-General, in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations, to increase the number of women employed in the Secretariat from
developing countries, particularly those that are unrepresented or
underrepresented, and from other countries that have a low representation of
women;

6. Strongly encourages Member States to support the efforts of the
United Nations and the specialized agencies to increase the percentage of women
in Professional posts, especially at the D-1 level and above, by identifying and
submitting more women candidates, encouraging women to apply for vacant posts
and creating national rosters of women candidates;

7. Requests  the Secretary-General, within existing resources, to ensure
that adequate machinery, with the authority of enforcement and the
responsibility of accountability, including a senior-level official devoted to
the implementation of the action programme and the recommendations in the report
on obstacles to the improvement of the status of women in the Secretariat, is
maintained and strengthened during the course of the programme for the period
1991-1995;

8. Also requests the Secretary-General to further develop comprehensive
policy measures aimed at the prevention of sexual harassment in the Secretariat;

9. Further requests the Secretary-General to ensure that a progress
report containing, inter alia , policy measures aimed at the prevention of sexual
harassment in the Secretariat is submitted to the Commission on the Status of
Women at its thirty-eighth session and to the General Assembly at its
forty-ninth session and to ensure that it is issued in accordance with the
six-weeks’ rule for the circulation of documentation.

DRAFT RESOLUTION I

Draft declaration on the elimination of violence
against women *

The Economic and Social Council ,

Recalling its previous resolutions on the elimination of violence against
women, especially its resolutions 1991/18 of 30 May 1991 and 1992/18 of
30 July 1992 related to the elaboration of a United Nations declaration on the
subject,

* For the discussion, see chap. lll.



Bearing in_mind that the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women 1 / identify violence as a major obstacle to the achievement
of the objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development
and Peace,

Recognizing  that the elimination of violence against women is essential to
the achievement of equality for women and is a requirement for the full respect
of human rights,

Convinced  that a United Nations declaration on the elimination of violence
against women would make a positive contribution to the achievement of full
equality for women,

Recognizing _ that the effective implementation of the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, 8 _/ would contribute
to the elimination of violence against women and that the declaration would
strengthen and complement that process,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the experts, Member States and
United Nations organizations that contributed to the elaboration of the
draft declaration on the elimination of violence against women by the Expert
Group Meeting on Violence against Women held at Vienna from 11 to
15 November 1991, 9 / and the Working Group on Violence against Women, held
at Vienna from 3| August to 4 September 1992; 10 |

2. Urges the General Assembly to adopt the draft resolution on the
declaration on the elimination of violence against women contained in the annex
to the present resolution;

3. Urges Member States to adopt, strengthen and enforce legislation
prohibiting violence against women and to take all appropriate administrative,
social and educational measures to protect women from all forms of physical,
sexual and psychological violence, whether occurring in public or private life,
in accordance with the measures contained in the draft declaration;

4, Calls on States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women to continue to prepare their reports in
accordance with general recommendation 19 on violence against women, adopted by
the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women at its eleventh
session; 11/

5. Invites United Nations entities, as well as intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations, to take all possible steps to implement the
declaration, once adopted, to disseminate information on it and to promote its
understanding;

6. Requests  the Secretary-General to provide all facilities and
assistance necessary, within existing resources, for the dissemination of
information on the declaration, once adopted;

8/ General Assembly resolution 34/180, annex.
9/ EICN.6/1992/4.
10/ See E/CN.6/1993/12.

11/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-seventh Session
Supplement No. 38  (A/47/38), sect. .
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7. Also requests the Secretary-General to report, in consultation with
Member States, to the Commission on the Status of Women at its thirty-ninth
session, in 1995, and to the Commission on Human Rights at its fifty-second
session, in 1996, on the implementation of the Declaration, once adopted;

8. Urges Governments to include an evaluation of the impact of the
Declaration, once adopted, in their preparations for the Fourth World Conference
on Women: Action for Equality, Development and Peace, to be held at Beijing
from 4 to 15 September 1995.

Annex

Declaration on the elimination of
violence against women

The General Assembly

Recognizing  the urgent need for the universal application to women of the
rights and principles with regard to equality, security, liberty, integrity and
dignity of all human persons,

Noting that these rights and principles are enshrined in international

instruments, including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 12 __| the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 13 __| the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 13 __/ the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, 14 __ | and the

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment, 15 /

Recognizing  that the effective implementation of the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women would contribute to the
elimination of violence against women and that the Declaration on the
Elimination of Violence against Women, annexed to the present resolution, will
strengthen and complement that process,

Concerned that violence against women is an obstacle to the achievement of
equality, development and peace, as recognized in the Nairobi Forward-looking
Strategies for the Advancement of Women, 1 _/ which recommend a set of measures to
combat violence against women, and to the full implementation of the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women,

Affirming that violence against women both violates and impairs or
nullifies the enjoyment by women of human rights and fundamental freedoms, and
concerned about the long-standing failure to protect and promote these rights
and freedoms in relation to violence against women,

Recognizing  that violence against women is a manifestation of historically
unequal power relations between men and women, which have led to domination over
and discrimination against women by men and to the prevention of their full
advancement, and that violence against women is one of the crucial social

12/ General Assembly resolution 217 A (lll).

13/ General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
14/ General Assembly resolution 34/180, annex.

15/ General Assembly resolution 39/46, annex.
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mechanisms by which women are forced into a subordinate position compared to
men,

Concerned that some groups of women, such as women belonging to minority
groups, indigenous women, refugee women, migrant women, women living in rural or
remote communities, destitute women, women in institutions or in detention,
female children, women with disabilities, elderly women and women in situations
of armed conflict, are especially vulnerable to violence,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 1990/15 of 24 May 1990, in
the annex to which it was recognized that violence against women in the family
and society was pervasive and cut across lines of income, class and culture, and
had to be matched by urgent and effective steps to eliminate its incidence,

Recalling further Economic and Social Council resolution 1991/18 of
30 May 1991, in which the Council recommended the development of a framework for
an international instrument that would address explicitly the issue of violence
against women,

Welcoming the role that women’s movements have played in drawing increasing
attention to the nature, severity and magnitude of the problem of violence
against women,

Alarmed that women’s opportunities to achieve legal, social, political and
economic equality in society are limited, inter alia , by continuing and endemic
violence,

Convinced that in the light of the above there is a need for a clear and
comprehensive definition of violence against women, a clear statement of the
rights to be applied to ensure the elimination of violence against women in all
its forms, a commitment by States in respect of their responsibilities, and a
commitment by the international community at large towards the elimination of
violence against women,

Solemnly proclaims the following Declaration and urges that every effort be
made so that it becomes generally known and respected:

Article 1

For the purposes of this Declaration, the term "violence against
women" means any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely
to result in, physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women,
including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of
liberty, whether occurring in public or private life.

Article 2

Violence against women shall be understood to encompass, but not be
limited to, the following:

(@) Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring in the
family, including battering, sexual abuse of female children in the
household, dowry-related violence, marital rape, female genital mutilation
and other traditional practices harmful to women, non-spousal violence and
violence related to exploitation;
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(b) Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring within the
general community, including rape, sexual abuse, sexual harassment and
intimidation at work, in educational institutions and elsewhere,
trafficking in women and forced prostitution;

(c) Physical, sexual and psychological violence perpetrated or
condoned by the State, wherever it occurs.
Article 3
Women are entitled to the equal enjoyment and protection of all human

rights and fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social,
cultural, civil or any other field. These rights include, inter alia

(@) The right to life; 16 |

(b) The right to equality; 17 |

(c) The right to liberty and security of person; 18 |
(d) The right to equal protection under the law; 19 |

(e) The right to be free from all forms of discrimination; 19

() The right to the highest standard attainable of physical and
mental health; 20 /

(g) The right to just and favourable conditions of work; 21 /

(h) The right not to be subjected to torture, or other cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment or punishment. 22 _

Article 4

States should condemn violence against women and should not invoke any
custom, tradition or religious consideration to avoid their obligations
with respect to its elimination. States should pursue by all appropriate

16/ Universal Declaration of Human Rights, article 3; and International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, article 6.

17/ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, article 26.

18/ Universal Declaration of Human Rights, article 3; and International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, article 9.

19/ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, article 26.

20/ International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,
article 12.

21/ Universal Declaration of Human Rights, article 23; and International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, articles 6 and 7.

22/ Universal Declaration of Human Rights, article 5; International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, article 7; and Convention against
Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.
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means and without delay a policy of eliminating violence against women and,
to this end should:

(@) Consider, where they have not yet done so, ratifying or acceding
to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women or withdrawing reservations to that Convention;

(b) Refrain from engaging in violence against women;

(c) Exercise due diligence to prevent, investigate and, in accordance
with national legislation, punish acts of violence against women, whether
those acts are perpetrated by the State or by private persons;

(d) Develop penal, civil, labour and administrative sanctions in
domestic legislation to punish and redress the wrongs caused to women who
are subjected to violence; women who are subjected to violence should be
provided with access to the mechanisms of justice and, as provided for by
national legislation, to just and effective remedies for the harm that they
have suffered; States should also inform women of their rights in seeking
redress through such mechanisms;

(e) Consider the possibility of developing national plans of action
to promote the protection of women against any form of violence, or to
include provisions for this purpose in plans already existing, taking into
account, as appropriate, such cooperation as can be provided by
non-governmental organizations, particularly those concerned with this
subject;

(f) Develop, in a comprehensive way, preventive approaches and all
those measures of a legal, political, administrative and cultural nature
that promote the protection of women against any form of violence, and
ensure that the re-victimization of women does not occur because of gender-
insensitive laws, enforcement practices or other interventions;

() Work to ensure, to the maximum extent feasible in the light of
their available resources and, where needed, within the framework of
international cooperation, that women subjected to violence and, where
appropriate, their children have specialized assistance, such as
rehabilitation, assistance in child care and maintenance, treatment,
counselling, health and social services, facilities and programmes, as well
as support structures, and should take all other appropriate measures to
promote their safety and physical and psychological rehabilitation;

(h) Include in government budgets adequate resources for their
activities related to the elimination of violence against women;

(i) Take measures to ensure that law enforcement officers and public
officials responsible for implementing policies to prevent, investigate and
punish violence against women receive training to sensitize them to the
needs of women;

() Adopt all appropriate measures, especially in the field of
education, to modify the social and cultural patterns of conduct of men and
women and to eliminate prejudices, customary practices and all other
practices based on the idea of the inferiority or superiority of either of
the sexes and on stereotyped roles for men and women;

(k) Promote research, collect data and compile statistics, especially
concerning domestic violence, relating to the prevalence of different forms
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of violence against women and encourage research on the causes, nature,
seriousness and consequences of violence against women and on the
effectiveness of measures implemented to prevent and redress violence
against women; these statistics and findings of the research will be made
public;

() Adopt measures directed to the elimination of violence against
women who are especially vulnerable to violence;

(m) Include, in submitting reports as required under relevant human
rights instruments of the United Nations, information pertaining to
violence against women and measures taken to implement the present
Declaration;

(n) Encourage the development of appropriate guidelines to assist in
the implementation of the principles set forth in the present Declaration;

(o) Recognize the important role of the women’'s movement and
non-governmental organizations world wide in raising awareness and
alleviating the problem of violence against women;

(p) Facilitate and enhance the work of the women’'s movement and
non-governmental organizations and cooperate with them at local, national
and regional levels;

(q) Encourage intergovernmental regional organizations of which they
are members to include the elimination of violence against women in their
programmes, as appropriate.

Article 5

The organs and specialized agencies of the United Nations system
should, within their respective fields of competence, contribute to the
recognition and realization of the rights and the principles set forth in
the present Declaration, and to this end should, inter alia

(@) Foster international and regional cooperation with a view to
defining regional strategies for combating violence, exchanging experiences
and financing programmes relating to the elimination of violence against
women;

(b) Promote meetings and seminars with the aim of creating and
raising the awareness among all persons in respect of the issue of the
elimination of violence against women;

(c) Foster coordination and exchange within the United Nations system
between human rights treaty bodies to effectively address the matter;

(d) Include in analyses prepared by bodies and agencies of the United
Nations system of social trends and problems, such as the periodic reports
on the world social situation, examination of trends in violence against
women;

(e) Encourage coordination between bodies and agencies of the United
Nations system to incorporate the issue of violence against women into
ongoing programmes, particularly with reference to groups of women
particularly vulnerable to violence;
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() Promote the formulation of guidelines or manuals relating to
violence against women, taking into account the measures mentioned herein;

(g) Consider the issue of the elimination of violence against women,
as appropriate, in fulfilling their mandates including with respect to the
implementation of human rights instruments;

(h) Cooperate with non-governmental organizations in addressing
violence against women.

Article 6

Nothing in the present Declaration shall affect any provision that is
more conducive to the elimination of violence against women that may be
contained in the legislation of a State or in any international convention,
treaty or other instrument in force in a State.

DRAFT RESOLUTION 1lI

Communications on the status of women *

The Economic and Social Council ,

Recalling its resolutions 76 (V) of 5 August 1947 and 304 | (XI) of 14 and
17 July 1950, which form the basis for the mandate of the Commission on the
Status of Women to receive at each of its regular sessions a list of
confidential and non-confidential communications relating to the status of
women,

Taking into consideration its resolution 1983/27 of 26 May 1983, in which
it reaffrmed the mandate of the Commission to consider confidential and
non-confidential communications on the status of women and authorized the
Commission to appoint a working group to consider communications, with a view to
bringing to the attention of the Commission those communications, including the
replies of Governments, which appeared to reveal a consistent pattern of
reliably attested injustice and discriminatory practices against women,

Reaffirming that discrimination against women is incompatible with human
dignity and that women and men should participate on the basis of equality,
irrespective of race or creed, in the social, economic and political processes
of their countries,

Recalling its resolution 1990/8 of 24 May 1990, by which it requested the
Secretary-General to examine, in consultation with Governments, the existing
mechanisms for communications on the status of women, in order to ensure that
such communications received effective and appropriately coordinated
consideration in view of the role of communications in the work of the
Commission, and to report thereon to the Commission at its thirty-fifth session,

Recalling also its resolution 1992/19 of 30 July 1992, in which it
requested the Secretary-General to publicize widely the existence and scope of
the communications mechanism of the Commission and to ensure proper coordination
of the activities of the Commission in this area with those of the other bodies

* For the discussion, see chap. lll.
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of the Council and requested the Commission to consider ways of making the
procedure for receiving and considering communications, including the standard
of admissibility, more transparent and efficient,

Noting the conclusion of the Working Group on Communications on the Status
of Women, in its report to the Commission at its thirty-fifth session 23 |
that, while the communications procedure provided a valuable source of
information on the effects of discrimination on the lives of women, it should be
improved to make it more efficient and useful, and that clear criteria for
receiving communications should be given,

1. Reaffirms that the Commission on the Status of Women is empowered to
make recommendations to the Economic and Social Council on what action should be
taken on emerging trends and patterns of discrimination against women revealed
by such communications;

2. Requests  the Secretary-General to continue to publicize widely the
existence and scope of the communications mechanism of the Commission using all
available media;

3. Further requests the Secretary-General to continue to support the
activities of the Commission with regard to its consideration of communications
and to ensure proper coordination of the activities of the Commission in this
area and those of the other bodies of the Council;

4. Invites the Commission to take into account the report of the
Secretary-General on examining mechanisms for communications on the status of
women, 24/ submitted to the Commission at its thirty-fifth session, to
consider ways of making the existing procedure for receiving and considering
communications more effective;

5. Invites each regional group to appoint, one week before each session
of the Commission, a member of the Working Group on Communications on the Status
of Women;

6. Requests  the Secretary-General to report to the Commission at its
thirty-eighth session on the ways in which the communications mechanism of the
Commission has been publicized;

7. Also requests the Secretary-General to ensure that any costs resulting
from the activities set out in the present resolution are kept to a minimum and
that the activities are carried out within existing resources.

DRAFT RESOLUTION IV

Women, environment and development *

The Economic and Social Council ,

Taking into account General Assembly resolution 46/167 of 19 December 1991
on women, environment, population and sustainable development, in which the

* For the discussion, see chap. IV.

23/ See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1991 ,
Supplement No. 8  (E/1991/28), para. 48.

24/ E/CN.6/1991/10.
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Assembly requested the Secretary-General to include in the report on the
effective mobilization and integration of women in development, to be submitted
to the General Assembly at its forty-eighth session, a section on the role of
women in environment and sustainable development,

Recalling Commission on the Status of Women resolution 36/6 of
20 March 1992, in which the Commission, inter alia , urged Governments to adopt
laws, policies and programmes to promote women’'s participation in the
preservation of the environment, and invited the Governments of donor countries,
international organizations and relevant non-governmental organizations to
ensure that greater attention was given to women’s contributions to
environmental protection and management in their cooperation with and assistance
to developing countries, 25 |

Welcoming General Assembly resolution 47/191 of 22 December 1992, in which
the Assembly took note of the decision of the Secretary-General to establish a
new Department for Policy Coordination and Sustainable Development, headed at
the Under-Secretary-General level and called upon the Secretary-General to
establish a clearly identifiable, highly qualified and competent secretariat
support structure for the Commission on Sustainable Development, the
Inter-Agency Committee on Sustainable Development and the High-level Advisory
Board, taking into account gender balance at all levels,

Welcoming the inclusion of principle 20 in the Rio Declaration on
Environment and Development, adopted by the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, 26 _ / according to which women have a vital role
in environmental management and development and their full participation is
therefore essential to achieving sustainable development, and the integration of
gender issues into Agenda 21, 27 [/ including the special focus on women in
chapter 24 of Agenda 21,

Noting that in Agenda 21, paragraph 24.9, it is recommended that the
Secretary-General review the adequacy of all United Nations institutions in
meeting development and environment objectives, consider how the environment and
development programmes of each body of the United Nations system could be
strengthened to implement Agenda 21, consider how to incorporate the role of
women in programmes and decisions related to sustainable development, and, in
particular, make recommendations to strengthen the capacities of United Nations
entities with a special focus on women, such as the Division for the Advancement
of Women of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs of the
Secretariat, the United Nations Development Fund for Women and the International
Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women,

Noting also the recommendations and objectives proposed for Governments in
Agenda 21, chapter 24, including the objective, contained in paragraph 24.2 (d),
to establish by 1995 mechanisms at the national, regional and international
levels to assess the implementation and impact of development and environment
policies and programmes on women and to ensure their contributions and benefits,

25/ Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1992, Supplement

No. 4 (E/1992/24), chap. |, sect. C.

26/ See Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development, Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992 , vol. |, Resolutions Adopted by the

Conference  (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.93.1.8), resolution 1,
annex |.

27/ Ibid., resolution 1, annex Il
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Recognizing  that the Fourth World Conference on Women: Action for
Equality, Development and Peace will provide significant opportunities for
reviewing the current status of women and for establishing priorities for future
action, including action in relation to environment and development,

1. Urges the Commission on Sustainable Development, the Inter-Agency
Committee on Sustainable Development and the High-level Advisory Board to
develop appropriate mechanisms to ensure that the objectives and activities
relating to the role of women in sustainable development, both as agents and as
beneficiaries, in Agenda 21 are supported, the objectives are met and activities
and other recommended actions are implemented and that Governments and all
relevant United Nations entities monitor and report on the subject;

2. Requests  the Secretary-General to include information on the subject
in the section on the role of women in environment and sustainable development
in his report on the effective mobilization and integration of women in
development that is to be submitted to the General Assembly at its forty-eighth
session, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 46/167;

3. Urges Governments to take into account and to implement the
recommendations in Agenda 21 in order to ensure the participation of women in
developing, and making decisions on, policies and programmes relating to
environmental management and sustainable development;

4, Requests  Governments to include in their reports to the Fourth World
Conference on Women: Action for Equality, Development and Peace information on
the extent to which the objectives for Governments proposed in Agenda 21,
chapter 24, relating to women, have been met and the activities recommended in
that chapter have been implemented;

5. Agrees to review the current and planned activities of the Commission
on the Status of Women in order to determine which recommendations in Agenda 21
relating to women are already being included in those activities and to consider
how the others might be incorporated in future activities of the Commission,
including the preparations for the Fourth World Conference on Women;

6. Requests  the Commission on the Status of Women to examine, in its
discussion on the preparations for the Fourth World Conference on Women at its
thirty-eighth session, the recommendations in Agenda 21 relating to women, with
a view to:

(@) Identifying ways of facilitating implementation of the
recommendations, including consideration of the role of Governments,
intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental organizations;

(b) Considering ways in which the Commission on the Status of Women might
cooperate with and provide support for the Commission on Sustainable Development
in ensuring the effective integration of issues on the status of women in its
programme of work.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION V

Women and children under apartheid *

The Economic and Social Council ,

Recalling its resolution 1992/15 of 30 July 1992,

Reaffirming the provisions of the Declaration on Apartheid and its
Destructive Consequences in Southern Africa, contained in the annex to
General Assembly resolution S-16/1 of 14 December 1989,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 47/95 of 16 December 1992,

Alarmed by the grave socio-economic deprivation to which the majority of
the people, especially the women and children, are subjected as a direct
consequence of apartheid,

Deeply concerned about the politically motivated violence that has to date
claimed thousands of lives and has left hundreds of thousands of people
homeless, the majority of whom are women and children, especially in Natal and
Transvaal provinces,

Noting the positive changes initiated by the South African authorities
aimed at dismantling apartheid, which were the result of the relentless struggle
waged by the people of South Africa as well as of the pressure exerted by the
international community,

Welcoming the progress made by the Conference for a Democratic
South Africa, and encouraging the multi-party forum to discuss and debate the
political dispensation and future of a democratic, non-racial, non-sexist South
Africa,

Concerned at the fact that women are not integrated in the ongoing attempts
to resolve the problems of South Africa by peaceful means, as envisaged in the
Declaration on Apartheid, and stressing the need to ensure their full
participation in that process by, inter alia , directly involving the gender
advisory committee in the multi-party forum,

Taking note  of the report of the Secretary-General on women and children
living under apartheid, 28 __ | in which it is mentioned that the Government of
South Africa signed on 29 January 1993 a number of conventions aimed at
promoting and implementing fundamental rights and freedoms without distinction

as to sex, namely, the Convention on the Political Rights of Women, 29 |

the Convention on the Nationality of Married Women, 30 __| the Convention on the

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, 31 __| the Convention
* For the discussion, see chap. lll.

28/ E/CN.6/1993/11.

29/ General Assembly resolution 640 (VII), annex.
30/ General Assembly resolution 1040 (XI), annex.
31/ General Assembly resolution 34/180, annex.
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against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment 32 / and the Convention on the Rights of the Child, 33 |

Noting  the subsequent release by the Government of South Africa of the
draft bill on the promotion of equal opportunities and concerned that it failed
to deal with questions of substantive sexism that are integral to the problems
of poverty, ignorance and disempowerment,

Convinced that the present legal system requires structural changes to be
relevant to a new and just South Africa and that the draft bill should represent
the views and experiences of those mostly affected by it,

Recognizing  that the equality of women and men cannot be achieved without
the success of the struggle towards a united, non-racist, non-sexist and
democratic South Africa,

Commending the role played by the United Nations, particularly the Centre
against Apartheid and the Division for the Advancement of Women of the Centre
for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat, in helping
South African women to participate fully in the process of establishing a
non-racist, non-sexist democracy in South Africa,

1. Commends those women both inside and outside South Africa who have
resisted oppression and have remained steadfast in their opposition to
apartheid;

2. Demands the immediate and unconditional release of any political
prisoners and detainees, among whom are women and children, in accordance with
the undertaking of the South African authorities;

3. Urges those involved in the multi-party forum to place high on their
agenda issues concerning women such as freedom, justice and equality,
development and the environment;

4. Appeals to all countries and United Nations bodies, in conformity with
General Assembly resolution 46/79 of 13 December 1991 and in consultation with
liberation movements, to increase their support for educational, health,
vocational training and employment opportunities for women and children living
under apartheid;

5. Requests  the Centre against Apartheid to widen and strengthen its
cooperation with the Division for the Advancement of Women of the Centre for
Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat, with a view to
creating specific programmes of assistance to South African women to enable them
to participate fully in the process of transition of their country towards a
non-racist democracy;

6. Appeals to the international community to give its full and concerted
support to the vulnerable and critical process now under way in South Africa
through a phased application of appropriate pressures on the South African
authorities as warranted by developments and to provide assistance to the
opponents of apartheid and the disadvantaged sectors of society in order to
ensure the rapid and peaceful attainment of the objectives of the Declaration on
Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences in Southern Africa;

32/ General Assembly resolution 39/46, annex.
33/ General Assembly resolution 44/25, annex.
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7. Further requests the international community to provide financial,
material and human resources to South African women towards the establishment of
special programmes and projects geared to women’s integration and advancement
now and in post-apartheid South Africa;

8. Calls _upon the Secretary-General to consolidate the United Nations
observer mission already deployed in South Africa to monitor and report on the
unprecedented proportion of incidents of political and domestic violence
directed against women and children from a variety of sources;

9. Decides that the Commission on the Status of Women should remain
seized of the question of women and children living under apartheid;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission on the
Status of Women at its thirty-eighth session a report on the implementation of
the present resolution.

DRAFT RESOLUTION VI

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women *

The Economic and Social Council ,

Bearing in _mind that the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women 34 /[ is the most important international human
rights instrument for the promotion of equality between women and men,

Welcoming the growing number of States parties to the Convention, which now
stands at one hundred and twenty,

Noting with concern that the Convention is still the human rights
instrument with the most reservations, despite the fact that some States parties
have withdrawn their reservations to it,

Noting the importance of the monitoring function of the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women, as demonstrated most recently
by the Committee at its twelfth session, at which the Committee adopted
suggestion 4 on the World Conference on Human Rights and also adopted, in
substance, and decided to place on the provisional agenda of its thirteenth
session for final approval without discussion, a draft general recommendation on
article 16 and related articles 9 and 15 of the Convention, to be its
contribution to the International Year of the Family,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 47/94 of 16 December 1992,
Recalling its resolution 1991/25 of 30 May 1991 and other General Assembly
and Economic and Social Council resolutions relating to support for the

Committee,

Noting that the annual session of the Committee is the shortest of all the
annual sessions of the human rights treaty bodies,

* For the discussion, see chap. Il

34/ General Assembly resolution 34/180, annex.
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Welcoming the expressed intention of the Committee to strengthen the
analysis of country reports provided to it,

1. Supports _ the request of the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women for additional meeting time for its future
sessions, as allocated to it for its twelfth and thirteenth sessions;

2.  Welcomes suggestion 4 on the World Conference on Human Rights, adopted
by the Committee at its twelfth session, and the draft general recommendation
adopted, in substance by the Committee at that session, both of which were
submitted to the Commission on the Status of Women at its thirty-seventh
session, and encourages the Committee to continue its work in developing
detailed general recommendations;

3. Requests  States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women to review regularly their reservations and
make efforts to withdraw them in order to enable the full implementation of the
Convention;

4, Urges the Secretary-General to continue to widely publicize the
decisions and recommendations of the Committee.

DRAFT RESOLUTION VI

Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women *

The Economic and Social Council ,

Having considered with appreciation the report of the Secretary-General on
the situation of Palestinian women in the occupied territory 35 __ | and previous
reports concerning the situation of Palestinian women inside and outside the
occupied Palestinian territory,

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of
Women, 1/ in particular paragraph 260 thereof,

Recalling also its resolution 1992/16 of 21 July 1992 and its other
relevant resolutions,

Deeply concerned about the additional suffering of women and children
living under occupation,

Expressing special concern about the tragic situation of the Palestinian
women in the occupied Palestinian territory, which has been dangerously
deteriorating at all levels,

Deeply alarmed by the deteriorating condition of Palestinian women and
children in the occupied Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem, as a result
of the continued Israeli violation of Palestinian human rights and oppressive
measures, including collective punishments, curfews, demolition of houses,
closure of schools and universities, mass deportation, confiscation of land and
settlement activities and denial of family unification, which are illegal and

* For the discussion, see chap. Il
35/ E/CN.6/1993/10.
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contrary to the relevant provisions of the Geneva Convention relative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, 36 /

1. Reaffirms that for Palestinian women, equality, self-reliance and
integration in the national development plan can be achieved only through the
termination of the Israeli occupation and the attainment of the inalienable
rights of the Palestinian people;

2. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, accept the de jure
applicability of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, to the occupied Palestinian
territory, including Jerusalem, and to respect the provisions of the Convention;

3. Appeals to Governments, financial organizations of the United Nations
system, non-governmental organizations and other relevant institutions to
provide financial assistance to Palestinian women towards the creation of
specific projects for them, in support of their attempts to achieve full
integration in the development process of their society;

4, Requests  the Commission on the Status of Women to continue monitoring
the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement
of Women, in particular paragraph 260 concerning assistance to Palestinian
women;

5. Requests  the Secretary-General to assist in and review the situation
of Palestinian women using all available resources, including missions of
experts to the occupied Palestinian territory and to submit to the Commission,
at its thirty-eighth session, a report on the implementation of the present
resolution, containing recommendations and a programme of action aimed at
improving the condition of Palestinian women under Israeli occupation.

B. Draft decisions

2. The Commission on the Status of Women recommends to the Economic and Social
Council the adoption of the following draft decisions:

DRAFT DECISION |

Report of the Commission on the Status of Women on
its thirty-seventh session and provisional agenda
and documentation for the thirty-eighth session of

the Commission *

The Economic and Social Council takes note of the report of the Commission
on the Status of Women on its thirty-seventh session and approves the
provisional agenda and documentation for the thirty-eighth session of the
Commission set out below.

* For the discussion, see chap. VI.

36/ United Nations, Treaty Series , vol. 75, No. 973.
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PROVISIONAL AGENDA AND DOCUMENTATION FOR THE THIRTY-EIGHTH
SESSION OF THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN

1. Election of officers.

(Legislative authority: rule 15 of the rules of procedure of the
functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council)

2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters.

(Legislative authority: Economic and Social Council resolution
1894 (LVID); rules 5 and 7 of the rules of procedure of the functional
commissions of the Economic and Social Council)

3. Programming and coordination matters related to the United Nations and
the United Nations system.

(Legislative authority: Programme planning regulation 4.12; General
Assembly resolutions 45/125, 45/239 C, 46/100, 47/93; Economic and
Social Council resolutions 1988/60, 1989/30, 1989/105; draft
resolution | above)

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General containing updated information on the
status of women in the Secretariat and a comprehensive policy on
measures aimed at the prevention of sexual harassment in the
Secretariat

For information

Report of the Secretary-General on the status of women in the
Secretariat (A/48/ )

4. Monitoring the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking
Strategies for the Advancement of Women.

(Legislative authority: General Assembly resolutions 34/180, 44/77,

45/124, 45/129, 46/79, 47/94, 47/95; Economic and Social Council

resolutions 1983/27, 1990/8, 1992/15, 1992/16, 1992/17; Commission
resolution 34/1, draft resolution Ill above and Commission resolution
37/3)

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General on the situation of and assistance to
Palestinian women

Report of the Secretary-General on women and children under apartheid

Report of the Secretary-General on the ways in which the
communications mechanism of the Commission has been publicized

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting a list of confidential and
non-confidential communications concerning the status of women
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5.

6.

For information

Report of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women on its twelfth session (A/48/ )

Report of the Secretary-General on the status of the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (A/48/ )

Reports of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in
the former Yugoslavia.

Priority themes.

(Legislative authority: Economic and Social Council resolution
1990/15)

(@) Equality: Equal pay for work of equal value, including
methodologies for measurement of pay inequities and work in the
informal sector

(b) Development: Women in urban areas: population, nutrition and
health factors for women in development, including migration,
drug consumption and acquired immune deficiency syndrome

(c) Peace: Measures to eradicate violence against women in the
family and society

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General on equal pay for work of equal value,
including methodologies for measurement of pay inequities and work in
the informal sector

Report of the Secretary-General entitled "Women in urban areas:
population, nutrition and health factors for women in development,
including migration, drug consumption and acquired immune deficiency
syndrome"

Report of the Secretary-General on measures to eradicate violence
against women in the family and society

Preparations for the Fourth World Conference on Women: Action for
Equality, Development and Peace.

(Legislative authority: General Assembly resolutions 44/171, 45/129,
46/98; Economic and Social Council resolutions 1987/20, 1990/9,
1990/12, 1990/15; Commission resolutions 35/4, 36/8 and 37/7)

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General on preparations for the Fourth World
Conference on Women (1995)

Report of the Secretary-General on the final version of the update of
the World Survey on the Role of Women in Development

Report of the Secretary-General on the draft rules of procedure for
the Fourth World Conference on Women
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Report of the Secretary-General on the first draft of the Platform for
Action

Report of the Secretary-General on existing technical and financial
cooperation targeting programmes in favour of women, as well as
guidelines for a comprehensive plan to overcome constraints and
increase such cooperation

Report of the Secretary-General on institutional arrangements for the
implementation of the Platform for Action and for the programme on the
advancement of women and an appraisal of options for considering the
item at the Fourth World Conference on Women

7. Provisional agenda for the thirty-ninth session of the Commission.

8.  Adoption of the report of the Commission on its thirty-eighth session.

DRAFT DECISION I

Inter-sessional working group of the Commission on the

Status of Women on the Platform for Action of the

Fourth World Conference on Women: Action for Equality ,
Development and Peace *

The Economic and Social Council, taking into account the need to provide
the Commission on the Status of Women with the necessary time to complete the
draft Platform for Action for further consideration by the Commission and
regional preparatory conferences, and bearing in mind the urgency of the need
for national preparatory committees and regional preparatory conferences to
consider the draft Platform for Action,

Decides that an inter-sessional working group of the Commission on the
Status of Women should be convened for a period of five working days during the
first two weeks of January 1994, open to all Member States and observer States,
to further develop the structure of the Platform for Action contained in the
annex to Commission resolution 37/7.

C. Resolutions of the Commission brought to the attention
of the Council

3. The following resolutions adopted by the Commission are brought to the
attention of the Council:

* For the discussion, see chap. V.
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Resolution 37/1. Preliminary proposals for the system-wide
medium-term plan for the advancement of
women for the period 1996-2001 *

The Commission on the Status of Women ,

Bearing in_mind that the system-wide medium-term plan for the advancement
of women for the period 1990-1995 (E/1987/52) has yet to be evaluated,

Bearing in_mind that the United Nations planning cycle to which the
system-wide medium-term plan for the advancement of women was matched has
changed and that there has been a general shift to a more strategic form of
planning,

Recognizing  that the Platform for Action to emerge from the Fourth World
Conference on Women: Action for Equality, Development and Peace cannot be
reflected in the system-wide medium-term plan for the advancement of women for
the period 1996-2001, which must be approved in 1993,

Having been informed that the Ad hoc Inter-agency Meeting on Women, at its
seventeenth session, held from 15 to 16 March 1993, recommended that the United
Nations system consider the establishment of a new kind of mechanism that would
allow system-wide planning that was more dynamic and flexible with a shorter
time-period and that would serve as a more useful instrument for coordination
within the system,

Noting that programme 7 (The role of women in sustainable development) of
the system-wide medium-term plan for the advancement of women for the period
1996-2001 has yet to be reformulated in the light of Agenda 21, 37 |

Noting that the Secretary-General requested the Commission on the Status of
Women to make comments and suggestions regarding any necessary changes to the
draft system-wide medium-term plan for the advancement of women for the period
1996-2001,

1. Recommends that the Economic and Social Council request the
Secretary-General to revise the system-wide medium-term plan for the advancement
of women for the period 1996-2001 after the Platform for Action and the second
review and appraisal of the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking
Strategies for the Advancement of Women have been formulated and adopted by the
Fourth World Conference on Women: Action for Equality, Development and Peace,
in 1995;

2. Recommends that the Secretary-General ensure that any revised
system-wide medium-term plan for the advancement of women be more concise, take
account of the changes in the United Nations planning cycle, take a more
strategic approach highlighting policy implications, and include more
substantial strategies, time-frames, concrete measures, resources and allocation
of responsibility for implementation;

* For the discussion, see chap. Il

37/ Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development, Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992 , vol. |, Resolutions Adopted by the

Conference  (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.93.1.8), resolution I,
annex |l.
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3. Recommends that the Commission on the Status of Women be given
responsibility for monitoring progress on the system-wide medium-term plan for
the advancement of women;

4. Recommends that all United Nations entities be held accountable for
the components of the system-wide medium-term plan for the advancement of women
falling within their areas of responsibility;

5. Recommends that the Secretary-General take into account the detailed
comments annexed to the present resolution in formulating the final text of the

system-wide medium-term plan for the advancement of women for the period
1996-2001, to be submitted to the Economic and Social Council in 1993.

Annex

COMMENTS ON THE SYSTEM-WIDE MEDIUM-TERM PLAN FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN FOR THE PERIOD 1996-2001

A. General comments

The issues raised in Commission on the Status of Women resolution 35/4,
paragraph 3, should be taken up in a more substantive manner in the draft
system-wide medium-term plan for the advancement of women for the period
1996-2001.

That paragraph reads as follows:

"The Commission on the Status of Women ,

"3. Decides further that the programme of action should continue to
focus on equality, development and peace and should include the following
elements:

"(@) The strengthening of efforts at the national and international
levels, taking into account the circumstances in each country, to increase
awareness among men and women of women’s rights under international
conventions and national law;

"(b) The implementation of special measures to increase the proportion
of women involved in decision-making in the economic, social and political
spheres;

"(c) The strengthening of world-wide efforts to end illiteracy among
women and girls by the year 2000;

"(d) The establishment of specific programmes for improving the
conditions of women and girls living in poverty, particularly those living
in extreme poverty, by, inter alia , adequate training to develop their
skills and capabilities;

"(e) The establishment of specific programmes aimed at improving
women’s and girls’ health by ensuring them access to adequate maternal
health care, family planning and nutrition;

"(f) The implementation of policies to prevent, control and reduce
violence against women and girls in the family, the workplace and society;
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"(g) The establishment or strengthening of national institutional
mechanisms for the advancement of women;

"(h) The establishment of special programmes aimed at meeting the
specific needs of refugee, displaced and migrant women and girls and those
living in conflict areas;

"(i) The elaboration of ways and means of using new and high
technologies, as well as scientific research, to benefit women."

B. Other comments

The Commission on the Status of Women should call for the following:

(@) Giving more attention to system-wide coordination by, inter alia
defining parameters by which other agencies can measure the effect on their
programmes to implement the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women and the system-wide medium-term plan for the advancement of
women, for the period 1996-2001;

(b) Giving more attention to strengthening national machinery for the
advancement of women;

(c) Having strategies that go beyond research and place more emphasis on
making existing research accessible to interested entities and decision makers;

(d) Making research action-oriented;

(e) Having a representative group drawn from among the national machinery
examine the strategies proposed in the system-wide medium-term plan for the
advancement of women for the period 1996-2001 (e.g., E/CN.6/1993/9 paras. 30,
48-52 and 129) for their validity;

() Giving more attention to the development of institutional capacity,
awareness, commitment and competence;

(g) Articulating a vision and overall strategy to ensure that all entities
include in their planning:

(i) Consistent application of gender-analysis methodology;
(i) Consultation;
(iii) Participatory research;

(iv) Gender sensitization and training;

(h) Substantially reworking programmes;

(i) Having programme objectives that make linkages between development and
women’s roles and rights;

() Giving more attention to the lack of economic recognition of women’s
work;

(k) Focusing more strongly on the impact of micro- and macroeconomic
reform on women;
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(D Giving more attention to the needs of indigenous women, ageing women
and women with disabilities;

(m) Giving more appropriate coverage of population and reproductive health
issues;

(n) Giving more attention in programme 1 (Elimination of legal and
attitudinal forms of discrimination) to the elimination of gender bias in the
application of the law;

(o) Giving more attention to the alleviation of poverty;

(p) Giving more attention to civil and political rights;

(q) Recognizing the provisions and implications of the draft declaration
on the elimination of violence against women (E/CN.6/1993/12, annex, appendix )

when it is adopted;

() Giving greater attention to the implications of women’s involvement in
the informal sector;

(s) Giving greater attention to part-time, temporary and casual work and
to the need for further work on ensuring that such employment attracts equitable
pay and conditions;

(t) Using the term "gender" rather than "sex" in any revised document,
when appropriate;

(u) Programme 2 (Productive resources, income and employment) to be
revised to cater more effectively to the needs of women in developing countries.

Resolution 37/2. Inter-agency coordination *

The Commission on the Status of Women ,

Considering the efforts being made on behalf of women by the United Nations
through its various entities,

Taking into account the need to guarantee the effectiveness of the
investment inherent in those efforts, especially in programmes of international,
regional and national cooperation for women,

Recognizing  that enhanced communication, coordination and cooperation
between United Nations entities with programmes relating to women would
reinforce initiatives for cooperation among countries,

Calling attention to the desirability that United Nations entities take
advantage of the benefits of inter-agency coordination, given the growing
constraints on resources intended for women’s programmes,

Affirming the need to disseminate widely and fully among United Nations
entities a common understanding of gender-focused planning, in order to achieve
a systematic approach to their actions and proposals regarding initiatives
related to women,

* For the discussion, see chap. Il
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Recommends that the Secretary-General:

(@) Further promote and institutionalize, to the extent possible,
coordination of the initiatives of United Nations entities in respect of
programmes related to women in order to avoid duplication and gaps;

(b) Promote acceptance of gender-focused strategic planning in all the
United Nations specialized agencies, including all their decision-making bodies
concerned with women;

(c) Assign to the Division for the Advancement of Women of the Centre for
Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat responsibility
for coordinating activities leading to the establishment of an official common
definition of gender-focused planning for the United Nations system and for
promoting its acceptance in agencies of that system.

Resolution 37/3. Rape _and abuse of women in the territory
of the former Yugoslavia *

The Commission on the Status of Women ,

Guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations,
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 38 __ | the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 39 __ | and other
relevant human rights instruments,

Welcoming Commission on Human Rights resolution 1993/8 of 23 February 1993,

Appalled  at the recurring and substantiated reports of widespread rape and
abuse of women and children in the former Yugoslavia, in particular the
systematic use of those practices against Muslim women and children in Bosnia
and Herzegovina by Serbian forces,

Welcoming the initiative taken by the Special Rapporteur of the Commission
on Human Rights, Tadeusz Mazowiecki, particularly his prompt dispatch to the
former Yugoslavia of a team of experts, including a member of the Division for
the Advancement of Women of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian
Affairs of the Secretariat, to investigate the allegations of rape and abuse of
women,

1. Strongly condemns the abhorrent practices of rape and abuse of women
and children in the former Yugoslavia, which, in the circumstances, constitutes
a war crime;

2. Expresses its outrage that the systematic practice of rape is being
used as a weapon of war, in particular against Muslim women and children, and as
an instrument of the policy of "ethnic cleansing" that is being carried out in
Bosnia and Herzegovina by Serbian forces and that rape has also been used as an
instrument of "ethnic cleansing" in Croatia;

3. Welcomes the request of the Commission on Human Rights to the Special
Rapporteur to pursue an investigation into the rape and abuse of women and

* For the discussion, see chap. Il
38/ General Assembly resolution 217 A (llI).
39/ General Assembly resolution 34/180, annex.
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children in the former Yugoslavia, including the dispatch of a qualified team of
experts;

4, Urges the Special Rapporteur to include in the team of experts a
representative of the Division for the Advancement of Women, the Committee on
the Elimination of Discrimination against Women or both;

5. Welcomes Security Council resolution 808 (1993) of 22 February 1993,
establishing an international criminal tribunal to try cases involving
violations of international humanitarian law occurring within the territory of
the former Yugoslavia, and urges the Security Council to reflect gender balance
in the composition of the tribunal;

6. Urges all States and all relevant intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations to consider long-term action-oriented plans and
programmes and the provision of adequate financial resources for the physical,
social and psychological rehabilitation of women and children subjected to rape
and other forms of violence, utilizing where possible community self-help
groups;

7.  Also urges all States and all relevant intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations to ensure that counselling and other support for
women subjected to rape and other types of violence form an integral part of
health and welfare services in order to encourage women to avail themselves of
such assistance;

8. Requests  the Secretary-General to make available to the Commission on

the Status of Women at its thirty-eighth session the reports of the Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the former Yugoslavia.

Resolution 37/4. World Conference on Human Rights *

The Commission on the Status of Women ,

Conscious  of the importance of the international instruments and standards,
particularly the specific guarantees set forth in the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, 39 __/ and the mechanisms
established by the United Nations for the promotion, protection and
implementation of human rights and their full enjoyment by women,

Recalling the importance of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women 1 / to the enjoyment by women of their human rights,

Convinced that women’s contribution to the ways and means of promoting all
human rights for women, men and children alike is invaluable to the achievement
of a dignified life for all,

Recognizing  that all civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights
and fundamental freedoms are universal, inalienable, indivisible and
interrelated and, as such, must be applied and be of benefit to all women
without discrimination and must therefore be approached from a gender
perspective,

* For the discussion, see chap. lll.
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Noting with satisfaction the resolutions referring to women’s rights
adopted in regional meetings as part of the preparatory process for the World
Conference on Human Rights, especially resolution 13 entitled "Protection of the
rights of women", adopted at the African regional meeting held at Tunis from
2 to 6 November 1992,

Welcoming Commission on Human Rights resolution 1993/46 of 8 March 1993,
entitled "Integrating the rights of women into the human rights mechanisms of
the United Nations", and resolution 1992/4 of 14 August 1992 of the
Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities,
entitled "Discrimination against women",

Fully recognizing women’s democratic rights in society and emphasizing the
importance of equal access to all aspects of development activities, in
particular to education and training, health care, employment, and the use of
technologies,

Concerned that women in all regions continue to be discriminated against,
because of their sex, in terms of being able to recognize, exercise and enjoy
human rights and are subject to specific forms of violence such as those listed
in the draft declaration on the elimination of violence against women
(E/CN.6/1993/12, annex, appendix I),

Decides to present to the Preparatory Committee for the World Conference on
Human Rights the contribution set out below and urges Member States
participating in the Preparatory Committee at its fourth session and in the
World Conference on Human Rights to ensure that women’s rights and concerns are
considered under all the substantive items of the provisional agenda for the
World Conference annexed to General Assembly resolution 47/122 of
18 December 1992.

WOMEN'S RIGHTS AND CONCERNS TO BE CONSIDERED UNDER THE
SUBSTANTIVE ITEMS OF THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE
WORLD CONFERENCE ON HUMAN RIGHTS

l. ITEM 9: GENERAL DEBATE ON THE PROGRESS MADE IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS
SINCE THE ADOPTION OF THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND ON THE
IDENTIFICATION OF OBSTACLES TO FURTHER PROGRESS IN THIS AREA AND WAYS IN
WHICH THEY CAN BE OVERCOME

1. The prohibition of discrimination on the basis of sex is a part of all
human rights instruments. Underdevelopment, certain social and traditional
practices and cultural patterns and all forms of violence and extremism create
obstacles to the full realization by women of all of their rights. Human rights
are universal and indivisible and should apply to women and men equally.
Violations of the human rights of women have not been fully dealt with by the
overall mechanism of human rights instruments, the means for recourse in the
case of violations are not adequate and the process of achieving de facto
equality has been slow.

2. The work of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against

Women in advancing a multidisciplinary gender-based approach to the enjoyment of
human rights, empowering women in the spirit of the Nairobi Forward-looking
Strategies for the Advancement of Women, 1 _/ has made progress in overcoming
obstacles related to gender.
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II. ITEM 10: CONSIDERATION OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN DEVELOPMENT, DEMOCRACY
AND THE UNIVERSAL ENJOYMENT OF ALL HUMAN RIGHTS, KEEPING IN VIEW THE
INTERRELATIONSHIP AND INDIVISIBILITY OF ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, CULTURAL, CIVIL
AND POLITICAL RIGHTS

3. Ensuring the promotion of development and equal enjoyment of universal
human rights for women should be emphasized under item 10 of the provisional
agenda for the World Conference on Human Rights. The role of women in
sustainable development as adopted in the Rio Declaration on Environment and
Development 40 / should be implemented.

4, Moreover, democracy implies that all women and men have the right and
responsibility to participate equally in political, civil, economic, social and

cultural life; unless women are able to participate on the same basis, democracy
cannot be secured.

5. It is accordingly recommended to the World Conference that:

(@) All necessary steps be taken to develop a political, economic, social
and cultural environment conducive to the full integration of women in
sustainable development;

(b) The necessary steps be taken to increase cooperation between
developing and developed countries in order to enhance the role of women in
development, promote the full and equitable participation of women in
partnership with men as active agents and beneficiaries in all development
activities, particularly at all levels of decision-making;

(c) Special attention should be given to the problems of women in
situations of extreme poverty and of rural women, as concluded by the Summit on
the Economic Advancement of Rural Women held at Geneva on 25 and
26 February 1992;

(d) Efforts should be intensified to ensure the participation of women on
an equal footing with men in all national and local government bodies and to
achieve equity in the appointment, election and promotion of women to high posts
in executive, legislative and judiciary branches of these bodies.

lll. ITEM 11: CONSIDERATION OF CONTEMPORARY TRENDS IN AND NEW CHALLENGES TO THE
FULL REALIZATION OF ALL HUMAN RIGHTS OF WOMEN AND MEN, INCLUDING THOSE OF
PERSONS BELONGING TO VULNERABLE GROUPS

6. More attention should be given to the problem of violence against women.
In the draft declaration on the elimination of violence against women

(E/CN.6/1993/12, annex, appendix I), it is affirmed that violence against women
both violates and impairs or nullifies the enjoyment by women of human rights.

7. In addition, attention should be given to the contemporary trend of seeing
the realization of human rights from a gender perspective.

40/ See Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and

Development, Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992 , vol. |, Decisions Adopted by the
Conference  (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.93.1.8), resolution 1,
annex |.
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8. Accordingly, it is recommended:

(@) That the World Conference take into account in its deliberations the
draft declaration on the elimination of violence against women;

(b) That Member States ensure equitable participation of women and men in
their delegations to the World Conference and integrate women'’s rights issues in
their national preparations for the World Conference;

(c) That all national, regional, intergovernmental and international
organizations promote the full participation of women, especially at all levels
of the decision-making process, in their activities;

(d) That, in the preparations for the World Conference, the rights of all
women, including women with disabilities, be included at all levels of
participation, including physical accessibility as well as access to information
and communication, and in decisions of the Conference;

(e) That a comprehensive gender perspective should be always applied when
considering de jure and de facto enjoyment of human rights.

IV. ITEM 12 (c): RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ENHANCING THE EFFECTIVENESS OF UNITED
NATIONS ACTIVITIES AND MECHANISMS

9. The valuable work of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination

against Women in monitoring and implementing the Convention on the Elimination

of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 39 __ | and the relationship between
the Committee and the Commission on the Status of Women should be recognized.

It is recommended that the World Conference take the following measures:

(@) Women’s rights and concerns should be fully integrated into the
implementation of universal human rights and the gender approach should be
applied in the work of all human rights bodies and instruments, and this process
should be periodically reviewed and evaluated;

(b) Member States should ensure equitable representation of women and men
as members of all treaty bodies and working groups and in the appointment of
special and thematic rapporteurs;

(c) All human rights treaty bodies should be placed on the same footing
and, accordingly, the United Nations General Assembly should consider ways and
means of increasing the meeting time of the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women, taking into account the specific needs to fulfil
its mandate;

(d) Coordination and cooperation between the Commission on Human Rights
and the Commission on the Status of Women, as well as between the Committee on
the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and other human rights treaty
bodies and national machinery should be improved by, inter alia , mutual
representation;

(e) Reservations in all human rights treaties should be carefully
examined, especially those that might raise questions concerning their
compatibility with the object and purpose of the treaties;

() The Commission on Human Rights at its fiftieth session should consider
appointing a special rapporteur on violence against women;
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(g) The gender perspective should be included in human rights education at
all levels and efforts should be made to increase the awareness of women and men
of women’s rights under international conventions and national law including
legal literacy;

(h) The monitoring work and participation of the non-governmental
organizations with expertise in human rights and/or development issues
concerning women, especially those in developing countries, should be
recognized, through their national machinery, and should be encouraged and
utilized in the implementation of human rights instruments;

(i) The participation of non-governmental organizations, including those
concerned with women’s rights, should be supported in the World Conference and
adequate communication between the non-governmental organization meetings and
the World Conference should be guaranteed.

Resolution 37/5. Women and legal literacy *

The Commission on the Status of Women ,

Guided by Economic and Social Council resolution 1990/15 of 24 May 1990, in
which the Council selected the issue of increased awareness by women of their
rights under international conventions and national law, including legal
literacy, as a priority theme in the area of equality to be considered by the
Commission on the Status of Women,

Guided also by the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement
of Women, 1/ in particular, paragraphs 43 to 92 thereof,

Noting that the lack of awareness of women’s rights is a critical area of
concern in the proposed Platform for Action under preparation for the Fourth
World Conference on Women: Action for Equality, Development and Peace, to be
held at Beijing from 4 to 15 September 1995,

Emphasizing  that literacy and increased awareness by women and men of
women’s legal rights under international conventions and national law and the
ability of women to access and use legal systems to secure their rights are
essential to the promotion, protection and improvement of the status of women
and the full realization of equality,

Expressing concern that, despite progress, there remains a significant
percentage of illiteracy among girls and women and that the rate of illiteracy
among women is considerably higher than that among men,

Recalling the World Conference on Education for All: Meeting Basic
Learning Needs, held at Jomtien, Thailand, from 5 to 9 March 1990, and noting
the follow-up work to that Conference that is being done,

Noting with concern that in some States multiple legal systems coexist and
that rights conferred under civil law may be undercut by their absence in
customary law when customary law is given equal status,

* For the discussion, see chap. IV.
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Also noting with concern that some customary and traditional views
regarding women contribute to discrimination against women and to gender
insensitivity in judicial and administrative systems and processes,

Recognizing  the importance of the use of equality legislation, national
institutions and special mechanisms to promote legal literacy both nationally
and internationally,

Welcoming the report of the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/1993/2) on increased
awareness of women of their rights, including legal literacy, submitted to the
Commission at its thirty-seventh session,

Noting with appreciation the efforts of the expert group on increased
awareness by women of their rights, including legal literacy, which met at
Bratislava from 18 to 22 May 1992 (E/CN.6/1993/2, annex),

Stressing that successful legal literacy and legal services and support
programmes require cooperation between all levels of government and
non-governmental organizations,

Also _stressing the role that the reporting systems of the international
human rights treaties can play in promoting national and international awareness
of women’s rights at all levels and in disseminating information on ways and
means of promoting legal literacy for women,

Bearing in_mind the important role that non-governmental organizations have
played in promoting legal literacy and services programmes and that their
experiences serve as models for future programmes,

Recognizing  the pioneering work done by researchers in women’s law in
various States aimed at enhancing gender sensitivity among members of the legal
profession and the general public,

1. Calls _upon all member States to further promote equality of
educational opportunities and education about legal rights under international
conventions and national law with a gender perspective and to take appropriate
measures to promote legal literacy at all levels of education;

2. Also calls upon national institutions, women’s and human rights
mechanisms, and ombudspersons to actively promote legal literacy for women and
to facilitate women’s access to judicial and administrative systems and
processes;

3. Emphasizes  the need to consider ways in which the United Nations
system can contribute to the eradication of illiteracy and the further promotion
of education, including education concerning legal rights;

4, Requests  all relevant entities of the United Nations system,
particularly the United Nations Children's Fund, the United Nations Development
Programme, the International Labour Organisation and the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, to support legal literacy
programmes for women and to dedicate existing resources to such programmes as
part of their efforts to promote international standards and norms;

5. Encourages  Governments and non-governmental organizations to produce
and disseminate information on women’'s rights under international conventions
and national law and on how to exercise those rights in understandable forms and
media, and in all appropriate forums, including the mass media and agencies that
provide social services to women;
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6. Encourages  Governments, in cooperation with non-governmental
organizations and women’s groups, to provide and make widely available support
and programmes for gender-sensitive legal literacy services, taking into account
models developed by non-governmental organizations;

7. Urges Governments to ensure that all persons responsible for enforcing
and interpreting the law are aware of, and act in accordance with, the rights
set out in international instruments, constitutions and the law as they pertain
to women and to promote gender sensitivity in all levels of legal and
administrative systems;

8. Requests  the Preparatory Committee for the World Summit for Social
Development to consider including in its agenda the consideration of education
for all, the eradication of illiteracy, and the promotion of legal literacy,
particularly among women;

9. Urges the World Conference on Human Rights, to be held at Vienna from
14 to 25 June 1993, to address itself to the issue of legal literacy and
services and to include recommendations on legal literacy and services in any
plan of action or declaration that it may adopt.

Resolution 37/6. Women and development *

The Commission on the Status of Women ,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 47/174 of 22 December 1992, Economic
and Social Council resolutions 1990/15 of 24 May 1990 and 1992/53 of
31 July 1992 and Commission resolutions 34/3 of 8 March 1990, 35/7 of
8 March 1991 and 36/5 of 20 March 1992,

Reaffirming the principles contained in the Declaration on the Right to
Development, adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 41/128 of
4 December 1986,

Convinced that the effective mobilization of women is an essential element
to achieving the objectives of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women 1 / and the International Development Strategy for the
Fourth United Nations Development Decade, 41 |

Aware that the slow progress in the implementation of the Forward-looking
Strategies as related to development necessitates urgent action to be taken by
all the parties concerned,

Aware also of the need to recognize the importance of gender in all areas
of social, economic and political life in order to bridge the gap between the
roles of men and women in development and to train planners, policy makers,
decision makers and relevant staff in gender analysis,

Reaffirming that the full integration of women in development, both as
agents and beneficiaries, should concern all sectors of society,

* For the discussion, see chap. IV.

41/ General Assembly resolution 45/199, annex.
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Convinced that improving the distribution between both sexes of the tasks
related to productive and reproductive functions is an essential strategy for
development and has to be reflected in the implementation of concrete economic
and social policies,

Further convinced that international cooperation for development has a
fundamental role in the creation of proper conditions that allow women to
achieve full integration in development,

Deeply concerned  about the worsening situation of women in developing
countries, particularly in the least developed countries,

Expressing special concern about women living in extreme poverty, in rural
as well as in urban areas,

Expressing deep concern that, despite the fact that poor rural women
contribute to all aspects of the well-being of rural families and account for
more than half of the food production of developing countries, they are often
the most vulnerable and disadvantaged group in society,

Welcoming the organization of the Summit on the Economic Advancement of
Rural Women, held at Geneva on 25 and 26 February 1992, and the adoption by the
Summit of the Geneva Declaration for Rural Women,

Aware of the need for women, as agents and beneficiaries of development, to
be empowered to define their own means of development, as well as of the need to
guarantee them access to services, such as education, health, maternity and
child care and credit, among others, in order to fully integrate women into the
development process,

Keeping in mind  the fact that the impact of structural adjustment policies,
adverse terms of trade and the growing foreign debt on developing countries,
particularly the least developed countries, has had a negative effect on efforts
for the full integration of women in development,

1. Urges Governments to foster women’s full participation in the
elaboration, planning, execution and evaluation of development policies and
projects so that they can be agents and beneficiaries of development;

2. Also urges Governments to adopt policies to promote economic
development that will ensure the full and explicit integration of women’'s needs
and concerns;

3. Further urges Governments to include gender perspectives in the major
guidelines for economic and social policies and to increase their capacities and
capabilities in gender-responsive and gender-sensitive planning of development
programmes;

4, Urges Governments to foster the access of women to income-generating
activities as a means of stimulating economic independence, a basic requirement
for women’s self-sufficiency;

5. Urges Governments to identify their own quantitative and qualitative
national targets in such fields as education and training, employment, income
generation, health and women in public life with regard to the full integration
of women in development and to commit adequate resources to women and
development programmes;
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6. Recommends that Governments create or strengthen national machinery
for the advancement of women, placing it at the highest level, and ensure its
greater involvement in the political, economic and social planning processes;

7. Also recommends _ that Governments, international donors and
non-governmental organizations further develop gender-oriented research in all
development areas, particularly by the involvement of national research
institutes, and promote specific measures in the field of training in gender
analysis programmes for development decision makers and the relevant staff
involved in the policy and programme areas, in addition to implementation
processes;

8. Calls _upon Governments, international financial and other relevant
institutions and non-governmental organizations to promote measures to stimulate
the economies of developing countries and the full integration of women in the
development process and to provide financial services on the basis of equal
opportunity for women and men, while avoiding adverse effects on their
well-being, particularly that of vulnerable groups;

9. Calls _upon donor Governments and international financial institutions
to provide adequate and timely support for the efforts of the developing
countries, particularly the least developed countries, in reducing the negative
effects of the external debt burden, structural adjustment policies and adverse
terms of trade, with a view to integrating women in mainstream development;

10. Urges all States to work for the achievement of the goals endorsed in
the Geneva Declaration for Rural Women and all organs, organizations and bodies
of the United Nations system to take into account the goals of the Geneva
Declaration in carrying out their programmes, and invites the relevant governing
bodies to consider the adoption of specific measures, within their respective
fields of competence, with a view to meeting the special needs of rural women in
the light of the Geneva Declaration;

11. Appeals to Governments, donor countries, international organizations
and appropriate financial institutions to make greater efforts to support the
establishment of cooperative rural banks and other development-related
institutions to assist women, particularly those engaged in small- and
medium-scale productive activities;

12. Requests Member States to make provision for specific training
programmes for women in rural and urban areas aimed at developing their
technical and management skills and to give financial support, fellowships or
both for training women, particularly those from developing countries, in
science, technology, agriculture and management;

13. Calls upon Governments, donor countries and relevant international
organizations to take further coordinated measures to facilitate the access of
women, particularly rural and urban poor women, to basic education and health
and child-care facilities;

14. Requests the Secretary-General, in reporting on the implementation of
the present resolution in his biennial monitoring report on the implementation
of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women, to
include policy and programme recommendations on the basis of gender analysis;

15. Also requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the issues of women
and development and of the integration of women in development programmes are an
integral part of the International Development Strategy for the Fourth United
Nations Development Decade.
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Resolution 37/7. Preparations for the Fourth World Conference

on Women: Action for Equality, Development

and Peace *

The Commission on the Status of Women ,

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of
Women, 1/ endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution 40/108 of
13 December 1985,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution 1987/20 of
26 May 1987, in which the Council decided that the Commission on the Status of
Women should be designated as the preparatory body for world conferences on
women,

Recalling further Economic and Social Council resolution 1990/15 of
24 May 1990, on the recommendations and conclusions arising from the first
review and appraisal of the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking
Strategies for the Advancement of Women to the year 2000,

Recalling further its resolutions 35/4 of 8 March 1991, on preparations for
the world conference on women in 1995, and 36/8 A to E of 20 March 1992, on
preparations for the Fourth World Conference on Women: Action for Equality,
Development and Peace,

Preparations at the national, regional and international levels

Noting with concern that, according to the report of the Secretary-General
(E/CN.6/1993/5, para. 3) on preparations for the Fourth World Conference on
Women: Action for Equality, Development and Peace, only a few Governments have
established national committees or designated national focal points to initiate
and promote preparations for the Conference,

1. Urges all Governments that have not already done so to establish
national committees or to designate national focal points without delay, in
accordance with Commission on the Status of Women resolution 36/8 B of
20 March 1992;

2. Requests  the Secretary-General to ensure that preparatory and
conference documentation is accessible and that facilities at the Fourth World
Conference on Women: Action for Equality, Development and Peace cater to the
needs of people with disabilities;

Il
Participation of non-governmental organizations in the

preparatory process and in the Fourth World Conference
on Women: Action for Equality, Development and Peace

Taking into account Commission on the Status of Women resolution 36/8,
approved by the General Assembly, which provided for the participation at the
Fourth World Conference on Women of non-governmental organizations in
consultative status with the Economic and Social Council,

* For the discussion, see chap. V.
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Bearing in_mind the important role of non-governmental organizations in all
activities for the advancement of women and the fact that some of them,
specially those from developing countries, do not enjoy consultative status with
the Economic and Social Council,

1. Invites Governments to include, whenever possible, non-governmental
organizations in their delegations;

2. Requests  the Secretary-General of the Conference taking as a guideline
practices being used by such other world conferences as the International
Conference on Population and Development, to propose to the regional commissions
a formula to determine the eligibility of non-governmental organizations not in
consultative status with the Economic and Social Council to participate in
preparatory activities and/or regional meetings, which would make them eligible
to apply for accreditation to the World Conference;

3. Also requests the Secretary-General of the Conference to obtain from
the regional commissions a list of those non-governmental organizations not in
consultative status with the Economic and Social Council which were determined
to be eligible, which will be submitted to the Commission at its thirty-ninth
session so that the Commission may make the list of those to be invited to the
World Conference, bearing in mind that for the proper functioning of the
Conference and the efficient participation of non-governmental organizations
themselves, their number should not be excessive and that the list should have a
regional balance; attention will be given to the existing resources and
facilities available in the host country;

4, Further requests the Secretary-General of the Conference to submit to
the Commission at its thirty-ninth session a proposal for criteria to be used by
the Commission in drawing up the final list;

Platform for Action

Conscious  of the importance of the approval of the Platform for Action,

Taking note  of the report of the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/1993/6, annex)
containing a draft outline of the Platform for Action,

Emphasizing  that the Platform for Action should be concise and accessible
and should accelerate, through concerted and intensive action in the coming
years, the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women 1 / in critical areas so that equality becomes a reality by
the twenty-first century,

Taking note  of the need to bring the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies
into line with the challenges facing women in the twenty-first century,

1. Requests  the Secretary-General to prepare, and to present to the
Commission at its thirty-eighth session, a draft of the Platform for Action,
following the structure and guidelines set out in the annex to the present
resolution and in the results of the proposed inter-sessional working group;

2. Requests  national committees and focal points to initiate and promote
preparations for the Fourth World Conference on Women: Action for Equality,
Development and Peace to take into account the critical areas of concern in the
structure of the Platform for Action when preparing their reports;
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3. Requests  the Secretary-General to bring the structure of the Platform
for Action to the attention of the regional conferences to prepare for the
Conference so that they may take it into account in their deliberations;

v

Second review and appraisal of the implementation of the Nairobi

Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women

Recalling its resolution 36/8 A of 20 March 1992, in which it requested the
Secretary-General to submit to the Commission at its thirty-seventh session a
report containing an outline of the second report on the review and appraisal of
the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement
of Women, 1/ in which special emphasis should be given to the recommendations
and conclusions arising from the first review and appraisal of the
implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies, contained in the annex
to Economic and Social Council resolution 1990/15 of 24 May 1990,

Taking note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General
(E/CN.6/1993/7) on the outline and contents of the second review and appraisal
of the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies, which presented
the outlines for national and global reports and suggestions on the indicators
to be included in them,

Taking into account the need for the global report of the implementation of
the Forward-looking Strategies to reflect the situation of countries and regions
and the criteria of Governments as regards the implementation of the Strategies,

1. Urges Governments to initiate preparations for their national reports
as soon as possible and to ensure that they are submitted to the regional
conferences in time to serve as contributions to the regional review and
appraisal of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women
and to the Secretariat in time to serve as input for the global review and
appraisal;

2. Recommends that Governments, in preparing their national reports,
utilize available reports, such as those prepared by them for the Committee on
the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, taking into account the
guidelines given by the Committee for those reports;

3. Recommends that the review and appraisal at all levels focus on
priorities of Governments and highlight the critical areas of concern identified
in the structure of the Platform for Action;

4, Requests  the Secretariat to prepare a list of the most significant
indicators on the basis of the critical areas of concern identified in the
structure of the Platform for Action, taking into account the availability of
reliable national statistics, and to circulate it to national committees and
focal points to initiate and promote preparations for the Fourth World
Conference on Women: Action for Equality, Development and Peace;

5. Also requests the Secretariat to use the necessary machinery to
include the results of the regional conferences in the second report on the
review and appraisal of the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking
Strategies;
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Information campaign

Taking note  of the report of the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/1993/8) on the
preparations for the Fourth World Conference on Women: Action for Equality,
Development and Peace, which contained an outline of the objectives of the
public information strategy for the Conference,

Convinced that information and, most important, access to information on
the status of women worldwide, and plans and preparations for the Conference are
of the utmost importance if women at all levels are to be part of this major
United Nations initiative,

Noting with concern that international, regional and national women’s media
networks, computer networks, press services, women’'s newsletters and journals,
databases and other information channels that reach women where they live and
work in every country are not taken into consideration in the report of the
Secretary-General,

1. Suggests  that an informal, regionally representative team of United
Nations and non-governmental communication personnel be set up by the
secretariat of the Fourth World Conference on Women: Action for Equality,
Development and Peace in consultation with Member States to assist it in
disseminating widely information on the regional conferences to prepare for the
Conference, the World Conference itself and forums of non-governmental
organizations;

2. Also suggests that planned information materials for the Conference be
easily understandable and clearly presented and use visuals and simple language
to facilitate their adaptation, translation into local languages and
transcription in Braille;

3. Endorses  the emphasis given in the report of the Secretary-General to
national information campaigns and urges national committees and focal points to
initiate and promote preparations for the Conference to implement such
campaigns;

VI

Institutional arrangements for the implementation
of the Platform for Action

Convinced  that the preparations for the Fourth World Conference on Women:
Action for Equality, Development and Peace and implementation of the Platform
for Action require a strong institutional base within the United Nations and the
United Nations system, including both the Secretariat and operational
organizations,

Strongly emphasizing that the restructuring of the economic and social
sectors of the United Nations should include a strengthened and identifiable
entity to deal with both the advancement of women and the incorporation of
gender concerns in all economic, social and environmental policies at an early
stage,

1. Reiterates its request, contained in its resolution 35/4 of
8 March 1991, that the Secretary-General present to the Commission on the Status
of Women at its thirty-eighth session a report on existing technical and
financial cooperation targeting programmes in favour of women, as well as
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guidelines for a comprehensive plan to overcome constraints and increase such
cooperation;

2. Requests  the Secretary-General to prepare a report for the Commission
at its thirty-eighth session on institutional arrangements for the
implementation of the Platform for Action and for the programme on advancement

of women and an appraisal of options for considering the agenda item at the
Fourth World Conference on Women: Action for Equality, Development and Peace.

Annex
STRUCTURE OF THE PLATFORM FOR ACTION

. Statement of mission

To accelerate, through concerted and intensive action in the coming years,
the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement
of Women 1/ in critical areas so that equality becomes a reality by the
twenty-first century.

Il. Strategic diagnosis of critical areas of concern

[This part should be substantiated by objective,
concise and quantitative data.]

Inequality in the sharing of power and decision-making at all levels;
Insufficient mechanisms at all levels to promote the advancement of women;

Lack of awareness of, and commitment to, internationally and nationally
recognized women'’s rights;

Poverty;

Inequality in women’s access to and participation in the definition of
economic structures and policies and the productive process itself;

Inequality in access to education, health, employment and other means of
maximizing awareness of rights and the use of their capacities;

Violence against women;

Effects on women of continuing national and international armed or other
kinds of conflicts.

[In each of the critical areas, the diagnosis should take into account

women having special concerns such as refugee, displaced and migrant
women and women living in conflict areas.]
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Ill. Strategic goals to deal with the critical areas of concern

[Expressed in terms of slogans that might be adopted
by the Conference.]

Share power equally;

Full access to the means of development;

Overcome poverty;

Promote peace and defend women’'s human rights;

Inspire a new generation of women and men working together for equality.

IV. Strategic objectives and the action to be taken
to _achieve them

A. To strengthen factors that promote the full participation of women in power
structures at all levels of society and to eliminate factors that prevent
it:

[Examples of types of text]

1. Undertake positive action measures to increase the proportion of women
in decision-making structures and processes;

2. Undertake campaigns to educate women in the use of their votes and
other forms of direct participation to change political, economic and social
structures;

3. Provide the necessary financial and technical resources to strengthen
organizations working for the advancement of women;

4, Revise laws and procedures to make it easier for women to participate
in power structures;

5. Include gender factors in all national planning and policy-making;

6. Establish both national and decentralized mechanisms to formulate
policies and coordinate the execution of programmes to achieve equality;

7. Complete the process of achieving equal participation of men and women

in decision-making and policy implementation in the United Nations system and
other international bodies;

8. Complete studies that show the difference made by larger numbers of
women in decision-making structures and processes in Government, legislatures,
the judiciary, political parties, unions, private enterprises and other
organizations.

B. To eliminate the factors that accentuate poverty among women and prevent
them from overcoming the circumstances that keep them in that situation:

1.

2.
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C. To strengthen factors that ensure women’s equitable access to education,
health, employment and other means of maximizing the use of their
capacities:

1.
2.

D. To eliminate all kinds of violations of women’s human rights, and their
causes, and to promote the role of women in achieving and maintaining
peace:

E. To promote actions to develop the mutual responsibility of women and men to
achieve equality:

V. Financial arrangements

VI. Institutional arrangements for implementing
and monitoring the Platform for Action

[Including accountability]

Resolution 37/8. Women in extreme poverty *

The Commission on the Status of Women ,

Recalling the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women 39 / and the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement
of Women 1/ for the period up to the year 2000,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution 1990/15 of
24 May 1990,

Deeply concerned about the continued worsening of the economic situation in
many developing countries, particularly the least developed countries, the
deterioration of the external economic environment, the significant decline in
living conditions and the continued increase of widespread poverty in a large
number of those countries,

Welcoming with satisfaction General Assembly resolution 47/92 of
16 December 1992, in which the Assembly decided to convene a World Summit
for Social Development in Denmark early in 1995,

Convinced that the eradication of poverty constitutes one of the main
challenges for Governments, the international community and people themselves
and that the situation of continuous and growing deprivation impedes the full
enjoyment of fundamental human rights and hinders the achievement of sustainable
development of society as a whole,

Convinced of the essential role of international cooperation for
development in efforts at all levels aimed at eradicating poverty,

* For the discussion, see chap. IV.
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Convinced  that poverty affects women more deeply and disproportionately
than men, thus making indispensable the formulation of socio-economic policies
from a gender perspective,

Noting with concern that rural women, who are the backbone of the rural
economy, are most vulnerable to situations of extreme poverty,

Expressing deep concern over the fact that single-parent households headed
by women represent a considerable proportion of households living in extreme
poverty in numerous societies,

Conscious _ that the circumstances imposed upon women living in extreme
poverty constitute one of the fundamental means by which poverty is transmitted
from one generation to another,

Recognizing  in that regard the responsibility of Governments and their
citizens in efforts aimed at eradicating poverty,

Aware that the eradication of poverty demands a vigorous and sustained
response at all levels and that, in order to be effective, national efforts
should be complemented by international cooperation,

1. Takes note  of the report of the Secretary-General entitled "Women in
extreme poverty: integration of women’s concerns in national development
planning” (E/CN.6/1993/3), in particular the conclusions and recommendations
contained therein;

2. Urges Governments, international organizations, intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations and community-based organizations to continue to
examine more closely the structural causes of poverty and ways and means of
overcoming it and to evaluate from a gender perspective the effects of current
socio-economic policies;

3. Recommends that in formulating strategies to eradicate poverty, Member
States take into account the specific requirements of women living in poverty,
in both rural and urban areas, in order to enable them to fully exercise their
social, economic, cultural, civil and political rights, as well as to maximize
their resources and to increase their productivity;

4, Calls _upon Governments to adopt or strengthen measures to facilitate
women’s access to education, training, health, family planning, productive
resources and income-generating employment and to ensure their full
participation in the decision-making process;

5. Requests  Governments to strengthen the effectiveness of national
machinery for the advancement of women, in order to guarantee the inclusion of a
gender perspective in the mainstream of socio-economic policies at the national
level, giving particular attention to women living in extreme poverty;

6. Appeals  to Governments to share national experiences, at the regional
and international levels, relating to their efforts to deal with extreme
poverty, in particular the effects of those efforts on women;

7. Appeals  to the Governments of developing countries to strengthen
collaborative technical assistance and to exchange practical experiences in
poverty eradication programmes by establishing a network of focal points;

8. Requests  Member States and international, intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations to allocate or reallocate national resources

-49-



through appropriate channels with a view to assisting women living in poverty to
be active agents as well as direct beneficiaries of poverty eradication
programmes;

9. Calls upon multilateral institutions and donor countries to provide
assistance to developing countries to improve the availability and reliability
of statistics and baseline data on the situation of women in extreme poverty;

10. Encourages _ multilateral institutions, bilateral mechanisms and donor
countries to provide technical and financial cooperation to developing
countries, in particular the least developed countries, in order to complement
and strengthen national efforts, taking into account that such assistance, while
continuing to address emergency situations, should also be directed to medium-
and long-term self-sustaining programmes.

Resolution 37/9. The work programme on the advancement of women

and the proposed restructuring of the economic

and social activities of the United Nations *

The Commission on the Status of Women ,

Stressing the importance of women in economic, social, political, cultural
and all other aspects of human life,

Affirming the central role of the United Nations in advancing the status of
women through, inter alia , its efforts to draw world attention to issues
affecting women and to integrate a gender perspective into issues considered
throughout the United Nations system,

Recognizing  the importance of the achievements of the Division for the
Advancement of Women and the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian
Affairs of the Secretariat to United Nations efforts for the advancement of
women,

Emphasizing  the importance to the work of the Commission on the Status of
Women of the continuing inclusion of experts in women's affairs as members of
the delegations of Member States,

Acknowledging  the increasing priority being given to women’s issues and
human development issues and recognizing the role of the Centre for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs in giving visibility to those concerns,

Recognizing  the interrelationship between the goals and likely outcome of
the Fourth World Conference on Women: Action for Equality, Development and
Peace, to be held at Beijing from 4 to 15 September 1995, and the World Summit
for Social Development, to be held at Copenhagen early in 1995,

Noting  that the Fourth World Conference on Women and the World Summit for
Social Development will consider institutional mechanisms in their respective
areas,

* For the discussion, see chap. V.
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Emphasizing  the importance of the restructuring proposals included in the
report of the Secretary-General containing revised estimates of the programme
budget for the biennium 1992-1993 (A/C.5/47/88) in relation to the Division for
the Advancement of Women and the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian
Affairs,

1. Calls upon the Secretary-General to take the necessary steps to
strengthen the structure for the advancement of women and maintain its identity
and status, to ensure adequate resources on an ongoing basis before and beyond
the Fourth World Conference on Women and to report to the Commission on the
Status of Women at its thirty-eighth session;

2. Urges that, in making decisions in relation to the Division and the
Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs, due consideration be
given to the long- and short-term impact of those decisions on the priority,
substance and visibility of the United Nations commitment to women and to social
development;

3. Requests  the Secretary-General to ensure that any institutional
arrangements resulting from the current restructuring exercise strengthen the
work programme of the United Nations on the advancement of women and improve
coordination of this programme with other programmes in the economic and social
fields;

4, Encourages  Member States to consider sending high-level

representation, including that of national machinery on the advancement of
women, to future sessions of the Commission.
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Chapter 1l

PROGRAMMING AND COORDINATION MATTERS RELATED TO THE UNITED NATIONS
AND THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

1. The Commission considered item 3 of its agenda at its 1st, 2nd, 7th, 8th,
10th and 12th meetings, on 17 and from 22 to 24 March 1993. It had before it
the following documents:

(&) Note by the Secretariat on preliminary proposals for the system-wide
medium-term plan for the advancement of women for the period 1996-2001
(E/CN.6/1993/9);

(b) Report of the Secretary-General containing updated information on the
status of women in the Secretariat (E/CN.6/1993/15);

(c) Note by the Secretariat on the proposed programme of work of the
Division for the Advancement of Women for the biennium 1994-1995
(E/CN.6/1993/16).

In addition, the Commission had before it, for information, the report of the
Secretary-General on the improvement of the status of women in the Secretariat
(AJ47/508).

2. In introducing the item, the Director of the Division for the Advancement

of Women stated that the system-wide medium-term plan was an indicative one that
had to be incorporated into the respective medium-term plans of the United

Nations organizations and specialized agencies. With regard to the proposed
programme of work for the Division for the Advancement of Women for the biennium
1994-1995, the Director said that the Commission was requested to provide its
guidance in setting priorities for the activities contained in the proposed

programme of work.

3. The Coordinator, Focal Point for Women, Office of Human Resources
Management, informed the Commission of the progress made towards improving the
status of women in the Secretariat. She said that the Secretary-General had
accorded greater priority to the recruitment and promotion of women in the posts
subject to geographical distribution.

4, She further indicated that progress in higher-level posts was more
encouraging and that the Secretary-General had appointed five senior women,
three at the Under-Secretary-General level and two at the Assistant
Secretary-General level. She referred also to the administrative instruction
(ST/AI/382) on appointments and promotions, which provided that in all
departments and offices with less than 35 per cent women overall and in those
with less than 25 per cent women at levels P-5 and above, vacancies overall and
those in high-level posts should be filled by women, if there were women
candidates whose qualifications matched all the requirements of the vacant post.
She further informed the Commission that the Office of Human Resources
Management had been requested to prepare a plan of action for 1993 and 1994 in
the context of reaching the 1995 targets.

Improvement of the status of women in the Secretariat

5. Most representatives noted with concern the slow progress that had been
made in improving the situation of women in the Secretariat. It was felt that
at that rate, the Secretariat would be unlikely to achieve the targets set for
1995. Some representatives expressed their disappointment that the United
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Nations, as the leading international organization promoting and setting
policies for the advancement of women, was lagging behind Member States, who
implemented United Nations recommendations at the national level.

6. Many representatives were also concerned about the low representation of
women in policy- and decision-making positions. A few representatives noted the
underrepresentation of women from developing countries, especially in the
higher-level posts. It was suggested that the ongoing restructuring in the
Secretariat should be used as an opportunity for improving the representation of
women from developing countries at those levels, particularly women from those
countries that were unrepresented or underrepresented.

7. Several representatives supported the action programme (see A/47/508) that
had been submitted by the Secretary-General to the General Assembly at its
forty-seventh session. They particularly welcomed the new mechanisms adopted in
the recruitment and promotion policy, the career development plan, the
accountability to be placed on the managers concerned, and the roster of
qgualified women candidates. Member States were urged to assist the
Secretary-General in achieving the target set for 1995 by forwarding the names

of qualified women candidates, especially at the decision-making level.

8. One representative, speaking on behalf of a group of countries, expressed
concern over the findings in the report on the barriers to the advancement of
women in the Secretariat, noting that the obstacles encountered in 1985 were
still valid. The representative urged the Secretary-General to give priority to
the implementation of the recommendations contained in the report.

9. One representative commented on the existence of sexual harassment cases in
the workplace. She deemed the Secretary-General’'s action in releasing
administrative instruction ST/AI/379 on procedures for dealing with incidents of
sexual harassment in the Secretariat as a first step in the right direction, and
recommended that the Secretary-General develop a comprehensive policy to combat
sexual harassment, which would have to include counselling practices and

measures aimed at preventing sexual harassment.

Coordination matters

10. Several representatives supported the general focus of the system-wide
medium-term plan for the advancement of women for the period 1996-2001, but
suggested including additional items such as the strengthening of national
machinery for the advancement of women. With relation to gender and gender
planning, it was considered that the United Nations should define basic criteria
for the term "gender" and encourage the inclusion of the gender dimension in
national and community planning. One representative stressed that in
formulating plans, their implementability should be considered and the diverse
geographical, social, cultural conditions taken into account. A plan should
concentrate on activities that were focused and attainable but that had a wide
spiral effect. Another representative welcomed the statement that the main
monitoring mechanisms should be the extent to which the system-wide medium-term
plan was included in various medium-term plans and programmatic statements of
individual organizations covering the period 1996-2001. It was also proposed to
increase inter-agency coordination in order to avoid the duplication of effort

and to increase cooperation.
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ACTION TAKEN BY THE COMMISSION

Preliminary proposals for the system-wide medium-term plan
for the advancement of women for the period 1996-2001

11. At the 7th meeting, on 22 March 1993, the representative of Australia, on

behalf of Australia, Canada, 42 __| Finland, Ireland, 42 __| Mexico, the

Netherlands, Portugal, 42 _ / and Venezuela, subsequently joined by Belarus,

Brazil, 42 __/ Denmark, 42 / Egypt, Germany, 42 | Greece, 42/ ltaly, New Zealand, 42
the Russian Federation, Sweden, 42 _ / Thailand and the United States of America,
introduced a draft resolution (E/CN.6/1993/L.2) entitled "Preliminary proposals

for the system-wide medium-term plan for the advancement of women for the period
1996-2000".

12. At the 10th meeting, on 23 March, statements were made by the
representatives of Australia and Japan.

13. At the 12th meeting, on 24 March, the representative of Australia orally
revised the draft resolution as follows:

(@ In section B, the phrase "including through defining parameters by
which other agencies can measure the effect on their programmes of the
implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of
Women and the system-wide medium-term plan" was added at the end of
subparagraph (a);

(b) The words "when appropriate” were added at the end of
subparagraph (t);

(c) A new subparagraph was added, reading:

"(u) Programme 2 to be revised to cater more effectively to the needs
of women in developing countries".

14. At the same meeting, the representative of Venezuela made a statement.
15. The Commission then adopted the draft resolution, as orally revised (see

chap. I, sect. C, resolution 37/1).

Improvement of the status of women in the Secretariat

16. At the 7th meeting, on 22 March 1993, the representative of Finland, on

behalf of Algeria, Australia, Austria, the Bahamas, Bangladesh, Belgium, 42 |
Canada, 42 / Croatia, 42 __ | Denmark, 42 |/ Egypt, Ethiopia, 42 _ / Finland, Italy,
Ireland, 42 | Luxembourg, 42/ Morocco, 42 |/ the Netherlands, New Zealand, 42 [/

Nicaragua, 42__/ Norway, 42 [/ the Philippines, the Russian Federation,

Slovenia, 42/ Spain, Sweden, 42 |/ Turkey, 42/ the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, 42 _ / the United States of America, Venezuela, Zambia and
Zimbabwe, subsequently joined by Belarus, Brazil, 42 __| Cbte d'lvoire, Cyprus,
Germany, 42 /| Ghana, Greece, 42/ Israel, 42 | Japan, Jordan, 42 |/ Lebanon, 42 /
Mexico, Nigeria, Pakistan, Poland, 42 __ | the Republic of Korea, 42 [/ Slovakia, the
Sudan, Thailand, Tunisia 42 _ / and the United Republic of Tanzania, 42 __[ introduced
a draft resolution (E/CN.6/1993/L.3) entitled "Improvement of the status of

42/ In accordance with rule 69 of the rules of procedure of the functional
commissions of the Economic and Social Council.
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women in the Secretariat”, and revised the seventh preambular paragraph by
adding the words "and combating" after the words "aimed at preventing".

17. At the 10th meeting, on 23 March, statements were made by the
representatives of Greece, Finland and Japan.

18. At the 12th meeting, on 24 March, the Commission adopted the draft
resolution, as orally revised (see chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution I).

Inter-agency coordination

19. At the 8th meeting, on 22 March 1993, the representative of Venezuela, on

behalf of Chile, Colombia, Cuba and Venezuela, subsequently joined by

Argentina, 42 |/ Australia, Croatia, 42 __| Ecuador, Egypt, Mexico, Peru, Spain and
Thailand, introduced a draft resolution (E/CN.6/1993/L.4) entitled "Inter-agency
coordination".

20. At the 10th meeting, on 23 March, statements were made by the
representatives of Chile, the United States of America and the Netherlands. The
observer for the African National Congress also made a statement.

21. At the 12th meeting, on 24 March, the representative of Venezuela orally
revised the draft resolution as follows:

(@ In the first preambular paragraph the words "all the different
efforts” were replaced by the words "the efforts";

(b) The fourth preambular paragraph, which read:

"Calling attention to the fact that in some cases United Nations
entities do not recognize or are not inclined to take advantage of the
benefits of inter-agency coordination, despite the growing constraints on
resources intended for women’s programmes",

was replaced by the following text:

"Calling attention to the desirability that United Nations entities
take advantage of the benefits of inter-agency coordination, given the
growing constraints on resources intended for women’'s programmes";

(c) The words "regarding initiatives related to women" were added at the
end of the fifth preambular paragraph.

22. At the same meeting, after hearing a statement by the representative of

Australia, the Commission adopted the draft resolution, as orally revised (see
chap. I, sect. C, draft resolution 37/2).
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Chapter Il

MONITORING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NAIROBI FORWARD-LOOKING
STRATEGIES FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN

1. The Commission considered item 4 of its agenda jointly with agenda item 6
(Preparations for the Fourth World Conference on Women:; Action for Equality,
Development and Peace) at its 2nd to 6th, 9th and 11th to 15th meetings, from
17 to 19 and from 23 to 26 March 1993. It had before it the following
documents:

(&) Note by the Secretary-General on the situation of Palestinian women in
the occupied territory (E/CN.6/1993/10);

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on women and children under apartheid
(E/CN.6/1993/11);

(c) Report of the Secretary-General on the elimination of violence against
women (E/CN.6/1993/12);

(d) Report of the Secretary-General on women and the United Nations Decade
against Drug Abuse (E/CN.6/1993/13);

(e) Report of the Secretary-General on activities related to preparations
for the World Conference on Human Rights (E/CN.6/1993/14);

() Note by the Secretary-General transmitting a list of confidential
communications concerning the status of women (S.W. Communications List No. 27).

2. In addition, the Commission had before it, for information, the following
documents:

(&) Report of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women on its eleventh session (A/47/38);

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on the status of the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (A/47/368);

(c) Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the Nairobi
Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women to the year 2000
(AJATI377);

(d) Extract from the note by the Secretary-General on the effective
implementation of international instruments on human rights, including reporting
obligations under international instruments on human rights (A/47/628);

(e) Extract from the report of the Third Committee (part Il)
(A/47/678/Add.1);

(H Results of the twelfth session of the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women (E/CN.6/1993/CRP.2 and Corr.1);

(g) Resolution 1992/3 of the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination
and Protection of Minorities (E/CN.6/1993/CRP.3).

3. In introducing the item, the Director of the Division for the Advancement

of Women elaborated on the various documents. She made an oral statement on the
preparation of a report on violence against migrant women workers, indicating

-56-



that information was being solicited from Governments. She invited the
Commission to express its views concerning the situation of migrant women, which
would be taken into account in preparing the oral reports to the Economic and
Social Council and the General Assembly. She highlighted the main issues
discussed by the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women at
its twelfth session, including the alleged violations inflicted upon women in

the territory of the former Yugoslavia.

Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women

4. Many representatives referred to the deteriorating situation of Palestinian
women in the occupied territory and in the refugee camps. While commending the
intense research efforts made by the Division for the Advancement of Women in
preparing the report on the subject (E/CN.6/1993/10), several representatives
expressed concern that the occupying power had not allowed any expert groups or
consultants to study the actual conditions of Palestinian women since 1989, thus
impeding the preparation of a report that would reflect more accurately the

living conditions of those women. Concern was also expressed by some
representatives over the recent deportation of Palestinians by the occupying

power. A few representatives stated that the Palestinian women living under
conditions of occupation for decades were deprived of the most fundamental human
rights. Many representatives and observers expressed their hope for the
establishment of a just and comprehensive peace in the region in accordance with
United Nations resolutions. It was suggested that a fact-finding mission should

be sent to the region.

Women and children under apartheid

5. Several representatives mentioned the positive changes in removing barriers
to apartheid in South Africa, but drew the attention of the Commission to the
need to continue to take measures to improve the situation of women and children
living under apartheid. A few representatives expressed concern over the
continuing political violence in South Africa. One representative welcomed the
action taken by various organizations of the United Nations system to provide
assistance to women living under apartheid. Another representative emphasized
the need for the Commission to monitor the evolving situation of women in a
post-apartheid society to ensure the full integration of all South African women

into the political process.

Violence against women in all its forms

6. Most representatives supported the draft declaration on the elimination of
violence against women (E/CN.6/1993/12, annex, appendix 1) and recommended its
adoption, which would constitute an important step forward in the promotion of
women’s fundamental human rights. Most representatives took the view that it
should be adopted by the General Assembly at its forty-eighth session.

7. Some representatives indicated that the text did not cover all possible
aspects of the issue of violence and said that a few additions should be made -
such as, a clear reference to a strict obligation of States to condemn acts of
violence against women that were committed in the name of political interests;
the need for further consideration to be given to penal and civil sanctions; and
the establishment of norms and codes of conduct applicable to military forces in
times of armed conflict.

8. Most representatives stated that violence against women was one of the
major obstacles hindering de facto equality between men and women, and that
measures, campaigns and programmes for education should be taken to eradicate
it, including the provision of heavier penalties for perpetrators and more
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shelters for victims. Others considered the issue of violence against women
within the context of human rights violations. They supported resolution

1993/46 of the Commission on Human Rights, in which it decided to consider the
appointment of a special rapporteur on violence against women at its fiftieth
session, the integration of women’s rights into the mainstream of human rights
and the need to work with other mechanisms of the United Nations system and the
European Economic Community. Those proposals should be taken into account in
the report being prepared by the Secretary-General on measures to eradicate
violence against women in the family and society and the fact that those issues
also required the full attention of, and active monitoring by, the Commission on
the Status of Women.

9. Several representatives expressed their concern over the situation of women
in the former Yugoslavia based on the results of the investigation and findings

of the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on the situation of
human rights in the territory. They strongly condemned the practice of rape and
abuse of women and children, and suggested that the Commission on the Status of
Women should take firm action. They emphasized that such mass rape constituted
a war crime that required action by an international tribunal. They further
expressed support for Security Council resolution 808 (1993), by which the

Council had decided that an International tribunal should be established for the
prosecution of persons responsible for serious violations of international

humanitarian law committed in the territory of the former Yugoslavia since 1991,

as well as for any initiative taken by the Commission on the Status of Women in
investigating those cases and in preparing long-term action-oriented plans and
programmes for the social and psychological rehabilitation of women victims.

While emphasizing the new developments taking place to combat violence against
women, particularly the steps taken towards the adoption of the draft

declaration on the elimination of violence against women, many representatives
indicated that a reversion to barbarism was taking place, as reflected in the
abuses perpetrated against women by the use of systematic sexual violence as a
weapon of war and as a means of "ethnic cleansing".

Violence against migrant women workers

10. With regard to violence against migrant women workers, several
representatives stated that the enjoyment by women of human rights had not been
fully realized in view of the existing unequal power relations between women and
men. That was reflected, inter alia , in the high incidence of violence against
women, and the abuses and acts of violence committed against women migrant
workers. It was emphasized that the problems faced by migrant women workers in
certain countries had not been able to attract international attention and that
women, lured by promises of a better life in a foreign country, often ended up

in a situation whereby they suffered mental, physical and sexual harm at the
hands of employers in the receiving countries. In most cases, failing to obtain
redress under the local legal system, they had no choice but to await

deportation.

11. It was further stated that socio-economic compulsions and the allurement of
a better life were the chief factors motivating the migration of workers. The
inherent vulnerability of job-seeking women made them easy targets for
exploitation in trafficking and for other kinds of maltreatment. It was

stressed also that the primary responsibility for creating safeguards against

the exploitation of migrant workers in general, and of women workers in
particular, rested with the host countries, and that any unilateral corrective
actions that might be initiated by a sending country might provoke retaliatory
action that could be counterproductive. One representative suggested some of
the immediate issues that could be addressed by the countries, such as the need
to institute a regulatory mechanism in the recipient countries to give proper
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status to migrant workers in the legal sense; to narrow the disparity in the

civil status of migrants compared with that of nationals; to make the problem
more visible and to take it up as a human rights issue; and to see that regional
and international forums take up the problem with the recipient countries.

12. One representative stated that, on account of their being poor, female and
foreigners in their places of employment, women migrant workers were doubly
vulnerable to all kinds of maltreatment. While acknowledging that it was the
primary duty of a State to provide employment and appropriate training and
education to its citizens to enable them to improve their lot in life, receiving
countries also had a moral obligation, as signatories to the Charter of the
United Nations, to ensure that the fundamental human rights and freedom of all
persons within their boundaries were protected. The representative stressed the
need for concerted efforts on the part of sending and receiving countries to

find ways of addressing the problem on the bilateral or multilateral level. She
believed that the measures mentioned in articles 4 and 5 of the draft
declaration on the elimination of violence against women were useful guidelines
for implementing the provisions of General Assembly resolution 47/95. In
particular, the compilation of statistics on the extent of violence against

women migrant workers could be undertaken as an initial measure. Furthermore,
it was suggested that the Commission consider the issue at its thirty-eighth
session as a sub-item of the item on the priority theme of Peace: measures to
eradicate violence against women in the family and society.

Committee _on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women

13. Several representatives urged those States that had not ratified the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women to do
so. Concern was expressed by many representatives about reservations that ran
counter to the object and purpose of the Convention in that they undermined the
very rights that the Convention was aiming to protect and eroded the competence
of the Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women. They stated that other States parties should object to such reservations
and they urged the States parties that had not yet done so to consider reviewing
and withdrawing their reservations. They recommended to the Committee that it
should include the issue of reservations in its work and raise the question of

the validity and legal effect of reservations in the appropriate bodies. A few
representatives, as well as the representatives of the United Nations system,
pointed out that the main obstacles to the implementation of the Convention were
the lack of appropriate national laws or of their enforcement in cases where

they existed, on the one hand, or the existence of laws that contained elements
of discrimination, on the other hand. Regarding the issue of additional

resources for the Committee to help it clear the backlog of reports awaiting
consideration, a few representatives supported the Committee’s request, and said
that if the Committee’s backlog in considering reports had not been reduced by
the end of its thirteenth session, an extension of the annual sessions by an
additional week on a regular basis ought to be granted.

Women and the United Nations Decade against Drug Abuse

14. Some representatives emphasized the crucial role that women played, and
especially non-governmental women’s organizations, in combating drug abuse and
trafficking. The importance of involving women at all stages, in a holistic
approach to the drug problem, was stressed. Others expressed satisfaction with
the activities being carried out by the United Nations system and suggested that
the matter be discussed further by the Commission on the Status of Women at its
thirty-eighth session under the key priority theme in the area of development -
namely, women in urban areas: population, nutrition and health factors for

women in development, including migration, drug consumption and AIDS. One
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representative drew attention to the fact that drug abuse among men was a
further potential source of violence against women and that women could be
exposed to abuse by drug addicts both in their homes and in society. Another
representative stressed the importance of developing strategies for creating
awareness about the bad effects of drugs in order to prevent abuse, as well as
of designing comprehensive treatment and rehabilitation programmes.

Activities related to preparations for the World Conference on Human Rights

15. The contribution of the Commission to the World Conference on Human Rights
was considered to be of particular significance in order that women’s rights, as

an inalienable, integral and indivisible part of universal human rights, were
addressed in depth on the global agenda. Several representatives urged that the
full realization of all human rights of women should be reflected in all agenda
items both at the fourth session of the Preparatory Committee for the World
Conference on Human Rights and at the Conference itself, as well as in any final
document that might emerge from the Conference.

16. Some representatives referred to suggestion 4 made by the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women at its twelfth session to the World
Conference on Human Rights as a good basis for the work of the Commission.
Several representatives stressed that the World Conference should examine the
guestion of the compatibility of the reservations made to the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women with those made to

other human rights treaties. Some representatives underlined the importance of
achieving an improved balance of men and women serving on human rights treaty
bodies and stressed that the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women should have a standing equal to that of other human
rights instruments.

17. Several representatives observed that the adoption of the draft declaration

on violence against women would be a major contribution to the World Conference
on Human Rights. Some representatives emphasized the need for a better
definition of international human rights; the Conference should be asked to
highlight the rights of women as part of the mainstream fundamental human rights
guaranteed under the Charter of the United Nations. The importance of focusing
on women's issues in the whole field of human rights - civil, political,

economic, social and cultural - was noted; some representatives described it as
calling for a qualitative change with regard to human rights philosophy and as a
new approach that would need to be fully applied by the World Conference.

18. Many representatives expressed the wish that the World Conference would
develop more responsive and effective enforcement mechanisms, especially in
addressing violations of women’s rights, particularly violence against women.
Among other specific violations of women’'s rights were mentioned violence
against migrant workers and violation of women’s labour rights as well as of
women’s equal participation in and de facto enjoyment of the benefits of
development and economic life. Some representatives urged that the opportunity
created by the World Conference should be used to establish the relationship
between universal human rights, democracy and development.

19. Several representatives urged that all human rights bodies should pay due
attention to gender aspects in implementing human rights, with a view to
integrating the human rights of women into the mainstream of the system for
monitoring human rights. Many representatives expressed the need for
cooperation and coordination between all the bodies concerned within the United
Nations system in order to strengthen the promotion and protection of the rights
of women. A few representatives referred to resolution 1993/46 of the
Commission on Human Rights on integrating the rights of women into the human
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rights mechanisms of the United Nations, and most representatives welcomed the
idea of appointing a special rapporteur on violence against women as an
important step in building on the draft declaration on violence against women.

A few representatives pointed to the urgent need to protect women’s rights in
situations of civil strife and to prevent human rights abuses against women in
times of armed conflict.

20. In accordance with the Economic and Social Council resolution 1992/20 on

the advancement of women and human rights, in which the Commission on the Status
of Women was requested to establish, during its thirty-seventh session, an

open-ended working group to consider its contributions to the World Conference,

two working group meetings were held and, as a result, a resolution on the World
Conference on Human Rights was drafted.

Communications concerning the status of women

21. On 17 March 1993, a list of confidential communications concerning the
status of women (S.W. Communications List No. 27) was distributed in a sealed
envelope to the representatives of each State member of the Commission.

22. At its 5th meeting, on 19 March 1993, the Commission appointed a Working
Group on Communications concerning the Status of Women. The Working Group held
two closed meetings.

23. Many representatives took the view that the communication procedure needed
to be further strengthened and suggested informal discussions on ways of making
the existing procedure more transparent and efficient. Specialized agencies

were encouraged to provide the Commission with information that was relevant to
the issue of discrimination against women. One representative observed that the
procedure would be enhanced by the adoption of the draft declaration on the
elimination of violence against women.

24. On 24 March, the representative of Chile, on behalf of the members of the
Working Group, introduced the report of the Working Group in a closed meeting of
the Commission. At the subsequent meeting, the Commission decided to adopt the
report of the Working Group as orally revised, and to include it in its entirety

in the report of the Commission.

25. The report of the Working Group read as follows:

"The Working Group on Communications concerning the Status of Women
was guided in its deliberations by the mandate given in resolution 1983/27
of 26 May 1983 of the Economic and Social Council.

"The Working Group had before it all communications received by the
Division for the Advancement of Women, United Nations Office at Vienna, as
well as those that had been extracted from the confidential list of
communications concerning human rights received by the Division from the
Centre for Human Rights, United Nations Office at Geneva and those received
from United Nations bodies and specialized agencies.

"The Working Group noted that among the five communications received
directly by the Division for the Advancement of Women there was a diversity
of alleged cases relating to de facto and de jure discrimination against
women in various areas, including aspects of everyday life, specifically
discrimination in marital relations, prohibition of the right of
association and participation in public life, restriction of the freedom of
movement, lack of economic opportunities leading to prostitution and
inequality in social security rights.
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"Among the 21 communications received from the Centre for Human
Rights, the Working Group noted alleged acts of sexual violence perpetrated
by the army or the police force in the wake of civil war and internal armed
conflicts and by prison guards as well as sexual assault on women in police
stations.

"Referring to the information received from units, bodies and
specialized agencies of the United Nations, the Working Group observed that
communications from the International Labour Organisation (ILO) dealt with
the non-observance of several ILO conventions, such as the Equal
Remuneration Convention, the Discrimination (Employment and Occupation)
Convention and the Maternity Protection Convention.

"Having considered all those communications, the Working Group took
the view that there had been a variety of cases received from all sources,
and that the communications that were directly received by the Division for
the Advancement of Women were related to areas that were within the
competence of the Commission on the Status of Women and were not dealt with
by other bodies and agencies of the United Nations. It noted also that in
spite of the diversity of cases the questions of sexual violence and equal
remuneration appeared to be the most prevalent.

"The Working Group noted with satisfaction the increasing number of
replies provided by Governments; however, it enjoined the Commission on the
Status of Women to urge Governments to supply more substantive replies.

"The Working Group proposed that further publicity be given to the
existing communications mechanism within the Commission on the Status of
Women.

"Based on those observations, the Working Group proposed to the
Commission, than, when considering the priority themes of 1994 related to
equality and peace, the Commission give due attention to the trends
emerging from the communications procedure for appropriate action by the
Economic and Social Council."

ACTION TAKEN BY THE COMMISSION

World Conference on Human Rights

26. At the 9th meeting, on 23 March 1993, the Vice-Chairperson of the
Commission, Mrs. Achie Luhulima (Indonesia) introduced a draft resolution
(E/CN.6/1993/L.5) entitled "World Conference on Human Rights", submitted on the
basis of informal consultations.

27. At the 13th meeting, on 25 March, the Vice-Chairperson informed the
Commission that during further informal consultations, the following revisions
had been agreed upon:

(& In the fifth preambular paragraph, the words "referring to women’s
rights" were inserted after the words "the resolutions";

(b) The operative paragraph, which had read:
"Urges  Member States participating in the Preparatory Committee for
the World Conference on Human Rights at its fourth session and in the World

Conference on Human Rights to ensure that women’s rights and concerns are
considered under the substantive items of the provisional agenda for the
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World Conference, annexed to General Assembly resolution 47/122 of
18 December 1992, as set out in the annex to the present resolution”,

was replaced by the following text:

"Decides to present to the Preparatory Committee for the World
Conference on Human Rights the contribution set out below and urges Member
States participating in the Preparatory Committee at its fourth session and
in the World Conference on Human Rights to ensure that women’s rights and
concerns are considered under all the substantive items of the provisional
agenda for the World Conference annexed to General Assembly resolution
47/122 of 18 December 1992";

(c) The heading "Annex" was deleted,;

(d) In paragraph 1, the words "and indivisible" were inserted after the
words "Human rights are universal”;

(e) In paragraph 5 (b), the words "full, quality participation” were
replaced by the words "full and equitable participation”;

(H In paragraph 5 (c), the words "the problems of rural women" were
replaced by the words "the problems of women in situations of extreme poverty
and of rural women";

(g) In paragraph 8 (d), the words "including disabled women" were replaced
by the words "including women with disabilities";

(h) In paragraph 9 (a), the phrase "Women’'s concerns should be fully
integrated into the implementation of all human rights" was revised to read
"Women'’s rights and concerns should be fully integrated into the implementation
of universal human rights";

(i) Paragraphs 9 (b) and (c), which had read:

"(b) Member States should ensure equitable representation of women and
men as members of all treaty bodies and working groups and as special and
thematic rapporteurs;

"(c) All human rights treaty bodies should be placed on the same
footing and, accordingly, the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women should be given the authority to determine its
own meeting time taking into account the specific needs to fulfil its
mandate”,

were replaced by the following text:

"(b) Member States should ensure equitable representation of women and
men as members of all treaty bodies and working groups and in the
appointment of special and thematic rapporteurs;

"(c) All human rights treaty bodies should be placed on the same
footing and, accordingly, the United Nations General Assembly should
consider ways and means of increasing the meeting time of the Committee on
the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, taking into account the
specific needs to fulfil its mandate";
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() In paragraph (i), the words "women’s issues" were replaced by the
words "women’s rights".

28. At the same meeting, statements were made by the representatives of Japan,
France and Venezuela.

29. The Commission then adopted the draft resolution, as orally revised (see
chap. I, sect. C, resolution 37/4).

Women and children under apartheid

30. At the 9th meeting, on 23 March 1993, the representative of Egypt, on
behalf of the African States that are members of the Commission, 43 /
introduced a draft resolution (E/CN.6/1993/L.6) entitled "Women and children

under apartheid”, which read as follows:

"Women and children under apartheid

"The Economic and Social Council ,

"Recalling its resolution 1992/15 of 30 July 1992,

"Reaffirming the provisions of the Declaration on Apartheid and its
Destructive Consequences in Southern Africa, contained in the annex to
General Assembly resolution S-16/1 of 14 December 1989,

"Recalling General Assembly resolution [...],

"Alarmed by the grave socio-economic deprivation to which the majority
of the people, especially the women and children, are subjected as a direct
consequence of apartheid,

"Deeply concerned about the alleged State complicity in politically
motivated violence that has to date claimed thousands of lives and has left
hundreds of thousands homeless, the majority of whom are women and
children, especially in Natal and Transvaal provinces,

"Noting  the positive changes initiated by the South African
authorities aimed at dismantling apartheid, which were the result of the
relentless struggle waged by the people of South Africa as well as the
pressure exerted by the international community,

"Welcoming the progress made by the Conference for a Democratic South
Africa and eventually the multiparty conference in discussing and debating
the political dispensation and future of a democratic, non-racial,
non-sexist South Africa,

"Concerned  about the fact that women are not integrated in the ongoing
attempts to resolve the problems of South Africa by peaceful means as
envisaged in the Declaration on Apartheid, and stressing the need to ensure
their full participation in that process by, inter alia , directly involving

43/ At the 13th meeting, on 25 March, the representative of Egypt informed
the Commission that the draft resolution was submitted on behalf of the States
Members of the United Nations that are members of the Group of 77.
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the gender advisory committee with the Conference for a Democratic South
Africa in the mainstream negotiations,

"Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on women and
children living under apartheid (E/CN.6/1993/11), in which it is mentioned
that the Government of South Africa signed on 29 January 1993 a number of
conventions aimed at promoting and implementing fundamental rights and
freedoms without distinction as to sex, namely, the Convention on the
Political Rights of Women (General Assembly resolution 640 (VII), annex, of
20 December 1952), the Convention on the Nationality of Married Women
(General Assembly resolution 1040 (XI), annex, of 29 January 1957), the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
(General Assembly resolution 34/180, annex, of 18 December 1979), the
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment
or Punishment (General Assembly resolution 39/46, annex, of
10 December 1984) and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (General
Assembly resolution 44/25, annex, of 20 November 1989),

"Noting  the subsequent release by the Government of South Africa of
the draft bill on the promotion of equal opportunities of 1993 and
concerned that it failed to deal with questions of substantive sexism that
will continue to operate through such disabilities as poverty, ignorance
and disempowerment,

"Convinced that the present legal system needs structural changes for
it to be in any way relevant to a new and just South Africa [and that
unless the draft Bill represents the views and experiences of those mostly
affected by it],

"Recognizing that the equality of women and men cannot be achieved
without the success of the struggle towards a united, non-racist,
non-sexist and democratic South Africa,

"Commending the role played by the United Nations, particularly the
Centre against Apartheid and the Division for the Advancement of Women of
the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs of the
Secretariat, in helping South African women to participate fully in the
process of establishing a non-racist, non-sexist democracy in South Africa,

"l. Commends those women both inside and outside South Africa who
have resisted oppression and have remained steadfast in their opposition to
apartheid;

"2. Demands the immediate and unconditional release of all political
prisoners and detainees, among whom are women and children, in accordance
with the undertaking of the South African authorities;

"3. Urges those involved in the Convention for a Democratic South
Africa to place high on their agenda issues concerning women such as
freedom, justice and equality, development and the environment;

"4, Appeals to all countries and United Nations bodies, in conformity
with General Assembly resolution 46/79 of 13 December 1991 and in
consultation with liberation movements, to increase their support for
educational, health, vocational training and employment opportunities for
women and children under apartheid;

"5. Regquests the Centre against Apartheid to widen and strengthen its
cooperation with the Division for the Advancement of Women, with a view to
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creating specific programmes of assistance to South African women to
participate fully in the process of transition of their country towards a
non-racist democracy;

"6. Appeals to the international community to give its full and
concerted support to the vulnerable and critical process now under way in
South Africa through a phased application of appropriate pressures on the
South African authorities as warranted by developments and to provide
assistance to the opponents of apartheid and the disadvantaged sectors of
society in order to ensure the rapid and peaceful attainment of the
objectives of the Declaration on Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences
in Southern Africa;

"7. Further requests the international community to provide
financial, material and human resources to South African women towards the
establishment of special programmes and projects geared to women's
upliftment, integration and advancement now and in post-apartheid South
Africa;

"8. Calls upon the Secretary-General to consolidate the United
Nations observer mission already deployed in South Africa by sending a
special envoy to that country to monitor and report on the unprecedented
proportion of incidents of political and domestic violence directed against
women and children from a variety of sources;

"9. Decides _ that the Commission on the Status of Women will remain
seized of the position of women and children under apartheid;

"10. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report on the
implementation of the present resolution to the Commission on the Status of
Women at its thirty-eighth session."

31. At the 13th meeting, on 25 March, the representative of Egypt orally
revised the draft resolution.

32. At the same meeting, statements were made by the representatives of
Australia, the Netherlands and Spain. The Observer for the African National
Congress of South Africa also made a statement.

33. At the 14th meeting, on 25 March, the Commission adopted the draft
resolution, as orally revised (see chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution V).

34. After the adoption of the draft resolution, a statement was made by the
representative of the Netherlands.

Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women

35. At the 9th meeting, on 23 March 1993, the representative of Algeria, on

behalf of Algeria, Bangladesh, Cuba, Cyprus, Egypt, Ghana, Indonesia,

Jordan, 42 / Lebanon, 42 / Malaysia, Morocco, 42 | Pakistan, the Philippines, the
Sudan, Tunisia, 42 _ |/ Turkey, 42/ the United Republic of Tanzania, 42 |
Viet Nam 42 / and Zimbabwe, introduced a draft resolution (E/CN.6/1993/L.8)

entitled "Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women". Subsequently India

joined in sponsoring the draft resolution.

36. At the 13th meeting, on 25 March, at the request of the representative of
Algeria, the Commission decided to defer taking action on the draft resolution.
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37. At the 14th meeting, on 25 March, the representative of the United States
of America made a statement.

38. At the 15th meeting, on 26 March, the representative of Algeria, on behalf
of the sponsors, introduced a revised draft resolution (E/CN.6/1993/L.8/Rev.1).
Subsequently, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya joined in sponsoring revised the draft
resolution.

39. At the same meeting, statements were made by the representatives of Egypt,
the Sudan and the United States of America and the observers for Israel and the
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. The observer for Palestine also made a statement.

40. The Commission then adopted the revised draft resolution by a roll-call
vote of 28 to 1, with 9 abstentions (see chap. I, sect. A, draft
resolution VII). The voting was as follows:

In_favour : Algeria, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Chile,
China, Colombia, Cuba, Cyprus, Egypt, Finland, Ghana, India,
Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Malaysia, Mexico,
Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Spain, Sudan, Thailand,
Venezuela, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Against : United States of America.
Abstaining : Belarus, Bulgaria, Ecuador, France, ltaly, Japan, Netherlands,

Russian Federation and Slovakia.
41. After the adoption of the revised draft resolution, statements were made by

the representatives of Australia, France, Japan, the Netherlands and the United
States of America.

Draft declaration on the elimination of violence against women

42. At the 11th meeting, on 24 March 1993, the representative of Australia, on

behalf of Algeria, Angola, 42 __ | Australia, Austria, the Bahamas, Bangladesh,

Belgium, 42 / Brazil, 42 _ / Bulgaria, 42 __/ Canada, 42 / Céte d'lvoire, Croatia, 42 |
Cyprus, Denmark, 42__/ Egypt, Ethiopia, 42 __/ Finland, France, Ghana, Hungary, 42 |
Ireland, 42 |/ the Netherlands, Nicaragua, 42 __| Nigeria, Norway, 42 _ |/ Panama, 42 /
the Philippines, Poland, 42 __ [ Portugal, 42 |/ the Republic of Korea, 42 |/

Slovenia, 42/ Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 42 __ | Tunisia, 42 | Turkey, 42__/ the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 42 __| the United Republic of
Tanzania, 42 / the United States of America, Venezuela, Zambia and Zimbabwe,

subsequently joined by Belarus, Chile, Colombia, Gabon, 42 __ | Germany, 42 | Greece,

42/ ltaly, the Russian Federation, Slovakia and Thailand, introduced a draft
resolution (E/CN.6/1993/L.9) entitled "Draft declaration on the elimination of
violence against women".

43. At the 13th meeting, on 25 March, the Commission adopted the draft
resolution (see chap. |, sect. A, draft resolution II).

Communications on the status of women

44. At the 11th meeting, on 24 March 1993, the representative of the United

States of America, on behalf of Bulgaria, C6te d’lvoire, Denmark, 42 __| Ghana,
Italy, the Netherlands, New Zealand, 42 __| the Philippines, the Russian

Federation, Sweden, 42 _ / Switzerland, 42 _ / Thailand, the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland 42 __ [/ and the United States of America, subsequently
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joined by Belgium, 42 _ / Croatia, 42 __ / Cyprus, Gabon, 42 | Germany, 42 / Japan,
Malaysia, Portugal, 42 __/ Slovakia and Slovenia, introduced a draft resolution
(E/CN.6/1993/L.10) entitled "Communications on the status of women".

45. At the 13th meeting, on 25 March, the Commission adopted the draft

resolution (see chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution IIl).

Rape and abuse of women in the territory of the
former Yugoslavia

46. At the 12th meeting, on 24 March 1993, the representative of the United
States of America, on behalf of Algeria, Australia, Austria, Bangladesh,

Belgium, 42 / Canada, 42 / Chile, C6te d'lvoire, Croatia, 42 __| Denmark, 42 [/ Egypt,
Finland, France, Germany, Ghana, Indonesia, Ireland, Italy, Jordan, 42 |
Lebanon, 42 / Malaysia, the Netherlands, New Zealand, 42 __/ Nigeria, Norway, 42 |/
Pakistan, the Philippines, Spain, the Sudan, Sweden, 42 __ | Switzerland, 42 |/
Thailand, Tunisia, 42 __ [/ Turkey, 42__/ the United Republic of Tanzania, the United

States of America, Venezuela and Zambia, subsequently joined by Argentina, 42 |

Ecuador, Greece, 42 [/ Israel, 42 _ |/ Luxembourg, 42/ Morocco, 42 |/ Poland, 42/
Portugal, 42 |/ Slovenia 42__/ and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, 42 | introduced a draft resolution (E/CN.6/1993/L.11) entitled "The rape

and abuse of women in the territory of the former Yugoslavia”.

47. At the same meeting, statements were made by the representatives of China,
Cyprus, Egypt, Finland (on behalf of Australia, Austria, Canada, Finland, New
Zealand, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United
States of America), Japan, Pakistan, the Russian Federation, the Sudan and the
United States of America and the observer for Denmark (on behalf of the States
Members of the United Nations that are members of the European Economic
Community). The observer for the African National Congress of South Africa also
made a statement.

48. Also at the same meeting, following statements by the representatives of
Ecuador and the Russian Federation, the Commission voted separately on the third
preambular paragraph and operative paragraph 2. The third preambular paragraph
was adopted by 34 votes to 1, with 4 abstentions; operative paragraph 2 was
adopted by 33 votes to 1, with 4 abstentions.

49. The Commission then adopted the draft resolution, as a whole, by 38 votes

to none, with 1 abstention (see chap. |, sect. C, resolution 37/3).

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women

50. At the 11th meeting, on 24 March, the representative of France,

subsequently joined by Chile, Colombia, Céte d’'lvoire, Egypt, Finland, Slovakia,
Slovenia, 42/ Sweden, 42 / Thailand and Venezuela, introduced a draft resolution
(E/CN.6/1993/L.14) entitled "Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women".

51. At the 14th meeting, on 25 March, the representative of France, on behalf

of the sponsors, now joined by Australia, Belgium, 42 __| Canada, 42 / Cuba,
Denmark, 42 / Gabon, 43 / Ghana, Italy, Mexico, New Zealand, 42 __| Norway, 42 / the
Philippines, Spain, the United Republic of Tanzania, 42 __ | Zambia and Zimbabwe,

introduced a revised draft resolution (E/CN.6/1993/L.14/Rev.1).

52. At the same meeting, the Commission adopted the revised draft resolution
(see chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution VI).
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Chapter IV

PRIORITY THEMES

1. The Commission considered item 5 of its agenda at its 6th to 11th and 13th
to 15th meetings, on 19 and from 22 to 26 March 1993. It had before it the
following documents:

(&) Report of the Secretary-General on increased awareness by women of
their rights, including legal literacy (E/CN.6/1993/2);

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on women in extreme poverty:
integration of women’s concerns in national development planning
(E/CN.6/1993/3);

(c) Report of the Secretary-General on women and the peace process
(E/CN.6/1993/4).

2. In addition, the Commission had before it, for information, the following
reports:

(a8 Recommendations of the Expert Group Meeting on Population and Women
(E/CONF.84/PC/6);

(b) Report of the Expert Group Meeting on Family Planning, Health and
Family Well-being (E/CONF.84/PC/7).

3. The Director of the Division for the Advancement of Women introduced the
item. Under the priority theme of "Equality: increased awareness by women of
their rights, including legal literacy”, the Director stated that, while most

countries had enacted legal measures to ensure that women had equal

opportunities before the law, de facto as well as de jure discrimination
continued. She stated that legal literacy was necessary for both women and men,
as a part of their roles as citizens of their country. Regarding the priority

theme of "development: women in extreme poverty: integration of women’s
concerns in national development”, the Director emphasized that an analysis of
poverty in a broad context had shown that women and men experienced poverty
differently and unequally, and that women constituted the majority of the poor.
Failure to take gender into account in micro- and macro-policies continued to

sustain poverty and hinder the achievement of the goals of sustainable

development and equality. With reference to the priority theme of "Peace:

women and the peace process”, the Director said that women had been absent from
the official peace process at the national level, but had been involved in the
military, especially during periods of mass mobilization, such as wars of

national liberation and responses to invasion, and included in all jobs

performed by men. Women had been extremely active in the non-governmental peace
movement.

A. Equality: increasing awareness by women of their rights

including legal literacy

4, Many representatives agreed that it was not enough to have constitutional
provisions and laws guaranteeing women equal rights with men. Women also had to
be aware of those provisions and laws and exercise them. One representative
defined the three factors in legal literacy as being the substance, the

structure and the culture of law. Legal literacy was defined as the process of
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acquiring a critical awareness of rights and the law; the ability to assert
rights; and the capacity to mobilize for legal and societal change.

5. Several representatives identified the obstacles to legal literacy that
were inherent in existing laws. Obstacles such as laws governing the
relationships between men and women in the family and society, the complex
structure of the legal system and the nature of the judicial process had their
cultural origins and were frequently gender-biased. It was stressed that, as a
consequence, women were prevented from or constrained in their ability to
exercise their rights or to have recourse to legal channels. The specificity of
legal terminology and the costs involved in seeking redress constituted
additional obstacles. All those factors were at the origin of women’s lack of
awareness and understanding of the legal and administrative system. One
representative pointed out that literacy was a prerequisite for legal literacy.

6. Several representatives reported on legal reforms in the field of civil and
labour rights and penal laws that their countries had undertaken in order to
overcome those obstacles at the governmental level. One representative
emphasized the need to make women aware of the limitations of existing laws and
to stimulate their active participation in revising those laws in order to

eradicate gender discrimination and to increase gender equity. The need for the
structural reform of the legal system was underlined by one representative. She
proposed that women’s access to justice could be promoted by employing female
judges, prosecutors and lawyers.

7. Many representatives considered opportunities for and various means of
promoting legal literacy for women. It was suggested that legal literacy should
be included in the framework of the various programmes for the advancement of
women such as employment, education and health. Several representatives
stressed the importance of formal, informal and non-formal education.

Strategies to educate the public on legal literacy needed the support of the
mass media and the structures of the legal system, particularly the police,
courts, schools and other public institutions. The establishment of model
programmes to sensitize and retrain judicial and administrative personnel was
emphasized by several representatives.

8. Many representatives underlined the role of various legal aid systems as an
important link between the individual and the legal system, in particular the
establishment of information centres on women’s rights that provided counselling
services. Speaking on behalf of a group of countries, one representative
reported that legal assistance programmes for individuals below certain income
levels had been introduced. Abused women and victims of rape and incest were
entitled to free legal aid, regardless of their level of income. A few
representatives suggested the establishment of an independent control body or
ombudspersons, which they had successfully introduced. Information campaigns
and the publication and dissemination of material on women’'s rights were
considered important. Several representatives observed that the material should
be easy to read and translated into local languages. Special editions focusing
on target groups, such as migrant women, were suggested. The collaboration of
the mass media was considered necessary for the success of any campaign.

9. Many representatives agreed that legal literacy programmes required a good
partnership between Governments and non-governmental organizations. It was
acknowledged that legal literacy programmes had been developed primarily by
non-governmental organizations. Another representative suggested that
government policy to promote legal literacy should include financial support to
groups and institutions working in that area, since their activities constituted

an essential part of a strategy for women's legal literacy.
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10. Several representatives stressed that legal literacy programmes for women
should be accompanied by training in building self-esteem, assertiveness and
leadership, because empowerment would not come automatically by having knowledge
but by using knowledge. It was said also that women had to make the step from
having passive knowledge of their rights to being critics of the law, which was

one way of gaining access to decision-making positions.

11. Several representatives and observers were alarmed that the actual economic
and political crisis might lead women to lose their conferred rights and full
equality. It was emphasized that equality and the recognition of women’s rights
constituted an obligatory step towards democracy, and that economic and social
rights could not be separated from civil and political rights.

12. Many representatives considered the issue of legal literacy to be of
primary importance for equality and established a link to other issues such as
women’s poverty. It was suggested that legal literacy should be included in the
Platform for Action of the Fourth World Conference on Women and should be
discussed at the World Conference on Human Rights in 1993.

B. Development: women in extreme poverty: integration of

women’s concerns in_national development planning

13. Many representatives emphasized that poverty was still a major challenge
for the world community and that the development and implementation of policies
and programmes for the elimination of poverty should be given top priority. The
success of such policies depended heavily on joint efforts at the international,
regional, national and local levels. Several representatives stated that
manifestations of poverty were common not only to developing countries, but also
to countries at a higher level of economic development, which had to deal with
the issue in terms of social and economic policies.

14. Many representatives stated that poverty affected women and men in
different ways, and women were in the majority among the poorest sections of the
population. Failure to take gender into account in micro- and macro-policies
continued to sustain poverty and to undermine the goals of overall development.
The growing feminization of poverty was prevalent and was one of the most
serious obstacles to the achievement of true equality between women and men.

15. Many representatives stressed that international as well as national
development planning processes should incorporate women'’s interests, and
expressed concern that those processes were still very slow. Women continued to
be denied productive resources and opportunities. They said that development
policies, at the international, regional and national levels, should ensure the

full integration of women into the mainstream of development actions throughout

all the phases of policy design, formulation, implementation and evaluation.

16. Many representatives endorsed the recommendations that had been adopted by
the seminar on women in extreme poverty: integration of women’'s concerns in
national development planning (E/CN.6/1993/3, annex), and said that all efforts

to eradicate poverty must be designed on the basis of a thorough gender

analysis. A number of representatives stressed that gender-sensitive planning
should be followed by the well-planned mobilization and coordination of

international, regional, national and local resources. It was noted that in

order to incorporate women'’s interests into national development policies, it

was necessary to improve statistical data and its collection in a

gender-sensitive way.
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17. Sustainable development should be based on the equal participation of women
and men as active agents and as beneficiaries. Several representatives referred
to the main document of the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development, Agenda 21, which took into account women’s vital role in
environmental management and development (A/CONF.151/26/Rev.1 (vol.l),
resolution 1, annex I, chap. 24). A number of representatives stated further

that the Fourth World Conference on Women, the World Summit for Social
Development, and the fiftieth anniversary of the United Nations should use those
unique opportunities to formulate a new poverty agenda, which would be more
cognizant of women’s contribution to development and more responsive to women's
needs.

18. Several representatives stressed that the empowerment of women would be a
significant step towards the eradication of extreme poverty. A number of
representatives emphasized that women in extreme poverty were not only deprived
of access to productive resources, but also of exercising their rights as

citizens as they were excluded from decision-making processes. That denial was
inconsistent with the important role that women performed in economic and social
life. It was stressed that the empowerment of women would require considerable
changes in the roles and responsibilities of men, especially in the reproductive
sphere. The importance of the role of non-governmental organizations in the
eradication of poverty and in the empowerment of women was also stressed.

19. A number of representatives noted that structural adjustment policies had
had a negative effect on efforts for the full integration of women into
development. It was emphasized that such macroeconomic strategies should be
based on gender-sensitive analysis, in order to take into account women’'s needs
and interests, and should be able to deal with the specific obstacles that women
faced. One representative noted that policies, programmes and projects should
address the triple role of women, as expressed in their productive, reproductive
and community-managing activities and find appropriate ways of meeting that
challenge. Several representatives emphasized that the international economic
situation and the debt burden had negative implications for the social and
economic conditions of women in poverty. It was noted that more attention
should be given to the economic causes of poverty, such as the price of raw
materials, trade imbalances and structural adjustment programmes.

20. Several representatives stressed the significance of the intergenerational
transmission of poverty as a final interaction between gender and poverty. They
emphasized that women’s role as mothers, and their ability to manage resources
within poor households, had important consequences for the ability of their
children to escape from poverty in the future. Several representatives drew
attention to the systematic discrimination against girls, who were often

deprived of their basic needs, such as sufficient intake of food, and education.
Expanding educational and training opportunities for girls and women was a
cost-effective measure and was directly connected to achieving global

well-being.

21. Many representatives stated that the number of women who were heads of
household had been steadily increasing and that they were likely to be among the
poorest as they faced severe constraints and restricted access to almost all

services. It was necessary to focus on different groups of women, such as

elderly women, refugees and displaced women, and migrant women, as well as women
with disabilities and indigenous women. It was considered that adequate

services and pension schemes for elderly women should be set up.

22. Many representatives emphasized the vital role of rural women in the social

and economic life of a society. In most developing countries, rural women
played an important role in agricultural production; however, such women still
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had limited access to land, credit and technology, as well as to essential

social services, such as education, training, health, and maternity and child

care. Several representatives stressed the need to support agricultural
development. Since women were the main producers of food in many regions, the
transfer of agricultural technology to women was of crucial importance, as well

as the support of small and medium-sized industries, in order to enhance income
and employment opportunities in rural areas.

23. Many representatives and observers stressed that poverty might be caused by
the insufficient education of girls and women, as education was a prerequisite

for improving economic self-reliance. Efforts should be taken to eradicate

illiteracy and to facilitate at all levels women’'s access to all types of

education and training. Better education also helped to reduce fertility rates,

to improve health and prevent the spread of sexually transmitted diseases and
HIV/AIDS, and to increase productivity.

24. A number of representatives considered the problem of unemployment as the
main source of poverty. It was stressed that poor women possessed only one
asset to contribute to the economic process and to improve their standard of
living, namely their labour. Efforts should be made to allow them to use their
labour in a productive and optimally effective way, thereby ensuring gainful
employment, and encouraging self-employment and entrepreneurial activity. The
right to work should be accompanied by the provision of essential social

services, in fields such as health, family planning, education and child care.

25. Many representatives expressed their commitment to strengthening
cooperation particularly in the provision of women’s basic needs, such as
primary education, health care, water and sanitation, in order to ensure their
function as agents, as well as beneficiaries of development. It was recognized
that investments channelled towards women often had a multiplier effect and that
women invested their income in the well-being of their families. A few
representatives urged all specialized agencies and bodies of the United Nations
dealing with development programmes to take gender issues into account in their
activities.

26. Many representatives described their experience in incorporating women’s
concerns into national development planning. It was indicated that programmes
assisting women to undertake small scale income-generating projects had led to
an improvement of the situation of women together with that of their families.
Such projects also included skill training, introduction to simple technologies

and management training, as well as access to financial assistance. A number of
representatives referred to the need for a wider development of labour-saving
technologies, which reduced time constraints and women’s workload and improved
their life in general.

27. It was stressed also that problems related to women migrant workers,
prostitution and sex-tourism, as a result of poverty among women, could not be
handled by a single country, but had to be dealt with at the international

level.

C. Peace: women and the peace process

28. Many representatives referred to women’s underrepresentation in
decision-making bodies at all levels, especially in international negotiations
related to the peace process, and emphasized that it was time to redress the
situation, particularly since women were the main victims of armed conflicts.
Others stressed the relationship between the low participation of women in
public life and decision-making at the national level, and the lack of women in
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the peace process at the international level, and suggested that the role of
women in the resolution of armed conflicts should be studied in more detail.

29. A few representatives stated that in order to assess fully the contribution

of women to the peace process, women’s traditional roles should be regarded in a
new light. Women should not only be seen as natural peacemakers and peace-
keepers in households, but also as effective participants in the larger process

of the quest for peace: in the armed forces, as well as in peacemaking
processes at national and global levels. A few representatives stated that the
contribution of women to the new movement for peace should include protection of
the environment, as well as a more equitable distribution of resources.

30. Several representatives welcomed the recent measures taken by the
Secretary-General to place more women in decision-making positions within the
Secretariat and stressed that that decision was in keeping with the larger role

that the United Nations had assumed in global peacemaking and peace-keeping.
Several representatives expressed the hope that the United Nations system would
take appropriate measures to ensure an enhanced participation of women in peace
negotiations at every level, particularly at the national level, and stressed

that, given the opportunity, women could make a difference in the peace process.

31. Many representatives emphasized that equality and development could only be
achieved with the attainment of peace. A few representatives emphasized that
there was a large amount of potential material and financial resources that

could be diverted from military to peaceful purposes, that would significantly
contribute to socio-economic development. One representative drew attention to
the detrimental effects of armed conflicts on the socio-economic development of
one affected country in particular and on the region in general. It stressed

further the linkage between the enjoyment of good health and peace, since the
enjoyment of a wholesome life could not be attained if the women’'s health was
poor.

32. Several representatives and observers emphasized that war and armed
conflict were the main obstacles to the achievement of equality for women
worldwide. They drew attention to the issue of violence against women during
times of war, referring especially to the situation prevailing in Bosnia and
Herzegovina and the incidences of armed conflict elsewhere, and urged the
Commission, as well as the international community, to take action and to
condemn violence against women as a violation of human rights. It was agreed
that all violence against women was barbaric and contemptible and they called
for strict legislation against violence directed at women during wartime.

33. A few representatives stated that violence against women during times of
war, when women were often used as instruments to humiliate the adversary,
should be denounced as a war crime. It was stated that the perpetrators of
violence against women during times of war should be judged by a United Nations
tribunal. Several representatives called upon the international community to

provide further humanitarian aid to women and children in situations of armed
conflict worldwide. It was suggested that the contribution of women’s
non-governmental organizations and individual women to alleviating the plight of
victims of armed conflict worldwide should be recognized by the international
community.

34. It was agreed that the concept of peace should be understood not only in
the context of the abolition of war and the resolution of conflicts, but also in
the context of the elimination of violence within the family and within society.

A few representatives supported the idea of the establishment of a special
rapporteur on violence against women under the auspices of the Commission on
Human Rights, as well as the establishment of a global monitoring system on
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violence against women and the formation of national, regional, subregional and
global surveillance committees on the subject reporting to the Commission on the
Status of Women.

35. One representative emphasized the necessity for national institutions to be

able to guarantee peace and security to the population in general and to women

in particular. Some representatives stated that, while the participation of

women in all decision-making levels in order to preserve peace was important,
women should be free to choose whether or not they would want to join the armed
forces or the police.

ACTION TAKEN BY THE COMMISSION

Women and development

36. At the 11th meeting, on 24 March 1993, the representative of Egypt, on
behalf of the States Members of the United Nations that are members of the Group
of 77, introduced a draft resolution (E/CN.6/1993/L.7) entitled "Women and
development”. Subsequently Australia joined in sponsoring the draft resolution.

37. At the 13th meeting, on 25 March, the representative of Australia orally
revised operative paragraph 7 of the draft resolution by inserting the word
"further" before the word "develop".

38. At the 14th meeting, on 25 March, the Commission adopted the revised draft
resolution by a roll-call vote of 39 to 1 (see chap. I, sect. C, resolution
37/6). The voting was as follows:

In favour :  Algeria, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Belarus,
Bulgaria, Chile, China, Colombia, Coéte d’lvoire, Cuba, Cyprus,
Ecuador, Egypt, Finland, France, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Iran
(Islamic Republic of), Italy, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico,
Netherlands, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Russian
Federation, Slovakia, Spain, Sudan, Thailand, Venezuela,
Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Against : United States of America.
Abstaining : None.

39. Before the draft resolution was adopted, the representative of the United
States of America made a statement; after it was adopted, the representative of
Japan made a statement.

Women, environment and development

40. At the 11th meeting, on 24 March 1993, the representative of Australia, on

behalf of Australia, Austria, the Bahamas, Bangladesh, Canada, 42 |

Coéte d’lvoire, Croatia, 42 __ | Denmark, 42 / Ecuador, Finland, Indonesia, New

Zealand, 42/ Portugal, 42 _ |/ Turkey, 42__/ the United Republic of Tanzania 42 __/ and
Zambia, subsequently joined by Angola, 42 __| Argentina, 42 __ / Ethiopia, 42 __/

Gabon, 42 / Ghana, Greece, 42__/ lIsrael, 42 __/ Italy, Malaysia, Nigeria, Norway, 42
Pakistan, the Republic of Korea, 42 __ | Sweden, 42 / Thailand, Tunisia, 42 [ the

United States of America and Zimbabwe, introduced a draft resolution
(E/CN.6/1993/L.12) entitled "Women, environment and development".
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41. At the 13th meeting, on 25 March, the Commission adopted the draft
resolution (see chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution IV).

42. Before the draft resolution was adopted, the representative of Australia
made a statement.

Women and legal literacy

43. At the 11th meeting, on 24 March, the representative of the United States
of America, on behalf of Australia, Austria, the Bahamas, Belarus, Canada, 42

Céte d'lvoire, Denmark, 42 | Ethiopia, 42 __ / Finland, France, Indonesia,

Ireland, 42 _ / Israel, 42 __ / ltaly, Lebanon, 42 /| Malaysia, New Zealand, 42 _ /
Norway, 42 / the Philippines, Poland, 42 __/ Portugal, 42 __/ The Republic of

Korea, 42 / the Russian Federation, Slovenia, 42 __| Thailand, Tunisia, 42 [
Turkey, 42 / the United Republic of Tanzania, 42 __/ the United States of America
and Venezuela, subsequently joined by Chile, Colombia, Croatia, 42 __ | Egypt,
Gabon, 42 / Germany, 42 |/ Ghana, Greece, 42 |/ Japan, Jordan, 42 _ / Nigeria, Pakistan,
Slovakia, the Sudan, Sweden, 42 _ / the United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland, 42 /| Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe, introduced a draft resolution

(E/CN.6/1993/L.13) entitled "Women and legal literacy".

44. At the 13th meeting, on 25 March, the representative of the United States
of America, orally revised the draft resolution, as follows:

(@ In the seventh preambular paragraph, the words "multiple and
conflicting legal systems" were replaced by the words "multiple legal systems";

(b) In the eighth preambular paragraph, the words "customary and
traditional views regarding women have often contributed to discrimination
against women" were replaced by the words "some customary and traditional views
regarding women contribute to discrimination against women".

45. Also at the 13th meeting, the Commission adopted the draft resolution, as
orally revised (see chap. I, sect. C, resolution 37/5).

46. Before the draft resolution was adopted, the representatives of Bangladesh,
France and Japan made statements.

Women in_extreme poverty

47. At the 13th meeting, on 25 March, the representative of Chile, on behalf of

the States members of the United Nations that are members of the Group of 77,
introduced a draft resolution (E/CN.6/1993/L.16) entitled "Women in extreme

poverty". Subsequently Australia, Denmark, 42 __| Finland, France, ltaly, the
Netherlands, Portugal, 42 ~_ / Spain and Turkey 42 / joined in sponsoring the draft
resolution, which read as follows:

"The Commission on the Status of Women ,

"Recalling the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women and the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for
the Advancement of Women for the period up to the year 2000,

"Recalling also the Economic and Social Council resolution 1990/15 of
24 May 1990,
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"Deeply concerned about the continued worsening of the economic
situation in many developing countries, particularly the least developed
countries, owing to, inter alia , the deterioration of the external economic
environment, as evidenced by the significant decline in living conditions,
and the continued increase of widespread poverty in a large number of those
countries,

"Welcoming with satisfaction General Assembly resolution 47/92 of
16 December 1992, in which the Assembly decided to convene a World Summit
for Social Development in Denmark early in 1995,

"Convinced  that the eradication of poverty constitutes one of the main
challenges for Governments, the international community and people
themselves and that the situation of continuous and growing deprivation is
a violation of fundamental human rights that hinders the achievement of
sustainable development of society as a whole,

"Convinced _ of the essential role of international cooperation for
development in efforts at all levels aimed at eradicating poverty,

"Convinced  that poverty affects women more deeply and
disproportionately than men, thus making indispensable the formulation of
socio-economic policies from a gender perspective,

"Noting with concern that rural women, who are the backbone of the
rural economy, are most vulnerable to situations of extreme poverty,

"Expressing deep concern over the fact that single-parent households
headed by women represent a considerable proportion of households living in
extreme poverty in numerous societies,

"Conscious _ that the circumstances imposed upon women living in extreme
poverty constitute one of the fundamental means by which poverty is
transmitted from one generation to another,

"Aware that the eradication of poverty demands a vigorous and
sustained response at all levels that, in order to be effective, requires
international cooperation to complement national efforts,

"l. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/1993/3)
on women in extreme poverty: integration of women’s concerns in national
development planning, in particular, the conclusions and recommendations
contained therein;

"2.  Urges Governments , international organizations, intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations, and community-based organizations to
examine more closely the structural causes of poverty and ways and means of
overcoming it and to evaluate from a gender perspective the effects of
current socio-economic policies;

"3. Recommends that Governments should formulate strategies to
eradicate poverty, taking into account the specific requirements of women
living in poverty, in both rural and urban areas, in order to enable them
to fully exercise their social, economic, cultural, civil and political
rights, as well as to maximize their resources and to increase their
productivity;

"4, Calls upon Governments to adopt measures to facilitate women’s
access to education, training, health, family planning, and income-
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generating employment and to ensure their full participation in the
decision-making process;

"5. Requests  Governments to strengthen the effectiveness of national
machinery for the advancement of women, in order to guarantee the inclusion
of a gender perspective in the mainstream of socio-economic policies at the
national level, giving particular attention to women living in extreme
poverty;

"6. Appeals to Governments to share national experiences, at the
regional and international levels, relating to their efforts to deal with
extreme poverty, in particular the effects of those efforts on women;

"7. Appeals to the Governments of developing countries to strengthen
collaborative technical assistance and to exchange practical experiences in
poverty eradication programmes by establishing a network of focal points;

"8. Requests  Member States and international, intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations to allocate or reallocate national resources
through appropriate channels with a view to guaranteeing that women living
in poverty are active agents as well as direct beneficiaries of poverty
eradication programmes;

"9. Calls upon multilateral institutions, bilateral mechanisms and
donor countries to provide technical and financial cooperation to
developing countries, in particular to least developed countries, in order
to complement and strengthen national efforts, taking into account that
such assistance, while continuing to address emergency situations, should
also be directed to medium- and long-term self-sustaining programmes."

At the 15th meeting, on 26 March, the representative of Chile, on behalf of

the sponsors, orally revised the draft resolution.

The Commission then adopted the draft resolution, as orally revised (see

chap. I, sect. C, resolution 37/8).
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Chapter V

PREPARATIONS FOR THE FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN:
ACTION FOR EQUALITY, DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE

1. The Commission considered item 6 of its agenda jointly with agenda item 4
(Monitoring the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women) at its 2nd to 6th, 11th, 13th and 16th meetings, from
17 to 19 and from 24 to 26 March 1993. It had before it the following reports:

(@) Report of the Secretary-General on the preparations for the Fourth
World Conference on Women: Action for Equality, Development and Peace
(E/CN.6/1993/5);

(b) Report of the Secretary-General containing a first draft to serve as a
working document for the elaboration of the Platform for Action (E/CN.6/1993/6);

(c) Report of the Secretary-General on the outline and content of the
second review and appraisal of the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking
Strategies for the Advancement of Women (E/CN.6/1993/7);

(d) Report of the Secretary-General on the planning and implementation of
the information campaign for the Fourth World Conference on Women: Action for
Equality, Development and Peace (E/CN.6/1993/8);

(e) Preliminary version of the 1994 World Survey on the Role of Women in

Development  (A/48/70-E/1993/16).

Preparatory activities

2. In introducing the item, the Secretary-General of the Fourth World

Conference on Women indicated the need for the Commission to agree on an outline
for the Platform for Action so that future sessions could be devoted to its
substantive content. She stressed that the Platform should be short and easily
understandable and she also emphasized the importance of the wide dissemination

of information. On the subject of finances, she stated that the Conference
secretariat should be strengthened and she invited contributions to the Trust

Fund for the Preparatory Activities for the Fourth World Conference.

3. Many representatives stressed the importance of the Conference as a means
of injecting momentum into the issue of the advancement of women and of
revitalizing the Forward-looking Strategies. A few representatives added that

it was of particular importance, in the light of the changes occurring in the

world and the difficulties being faced in social, economic and political

situations, that the issue of women’'s advancement should be approached on a
cross-sectoral and interdisciplinary basis.

4, Some representatives were concerned about the possible negative impact of
organizational reform within the United Nations, and the resulting relocation of
the Conference secretariat, on preparations for the Conference. Others
expressed their concern about the transfer of parts of the Centre for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs from Vienna to New York, hoping that the
move would not jeopardize the preparations for the Conference.

5. Many representatives stressed the importance of the preparatory process and
attached importance to joint and coordinated efforts of Governments,
non-governmental organizations, voluntary organizations and the United Nations
system. Many representatives were of the opinion that the inclusion of a gender
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dimension in other world conferences, particularly the World Conference on Human
Rights, the International Conference on Population and Development and the World
Summit for Social Development, should be highlighted as preparations for the
Conference.

6. Regarding preparations at the national level, many representatives reported
on the establishment of national committees or focal points as part of the
preparations for the Conference, most of which consisted of governmental and
non-governmental representatives. A few representatives presented reports on
national preparatory activities. A few representatives acknowledged the
preparations of the host country, which reported on its activities in

disseminating information and mobilizing the country. One representative

reported that the preparatory process was being used as a vehicle to achieve the
implementation of the Forward-looking Strategies.

7. Several reports were given on regional and subregional preparatory

activities. While some representatives regretted that no decision had been made
concerning a European regional preparatory conference, others reported on plans
within the Economic Commission for Europe to hold such a conference in 1994, the
main themes of which should be women’'s role in the economy, in particular in
countries in transition, compatibility between employment and family

responsibilities, and empowerment of women in society. Many international
organizations reported on their preparatory activities and a few mentioned

financial restrictions.

8. Many representatives stressed the importance of widespread and diversified
media coverage throughout the preparatory process, as well as during the
Conference. Others stated that information and publication services in all
languages of the United Nations should be reinforced. Some representatives
noted the importance of the access of the media to the Conference and to the
parallel NGO Forum.

9. Many representatives noted that the decision of the Commission in its
resolution 36/8 regarding the participation of non-governmental organizations in

the Conference might have been overtaken by events. Referring to the precedent
set by the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development and also to
the arrangements being made for the World Conference on Human Rights, the
International Conference on Population and Development and the United Nations
conference on human settlements (Habitat Il), the representatives questioned
whether the Commission should not reopen the issue in order to allow for a
broader representation of the world's women at the Conference. Many stressed
the importance of non-governmental organizations in the dissemination of
information and their influence at the community level. The importance of the
need for close proximity between the NGO Forum and the Conference, as well as
the hope that many women’s organizations would participate in the Forum, was
expressed by a few representatives.

Platform for Action

10. Many representatives stressed the crucial importance of the Platform for

Action as the main document to emerge from the Conference in 1995. They
stressed further that the Platform should be easily accessible to every woman
and man and serve as practical guidelines for action for the implementation of
the Forward-looking Strategies to the year 2000.

11. Several representatives emphasized the need to take global common issues
and problems into account in the Platform, such as sustainable development,
poverty, famine, environmental concerns, equality, peace, violence against
women, health and illiteracy. Many representatives underlined the important
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role of non-governmental organizations, and their innovative ideas and
experience, as well as the national reports of concrete suggestions based on
grass-roots experience, as important contributions for the formulation of the
Platform. Women’'s needs, particularly as regards health and at all stages of
life, should be viewed in a broader context and given attention in developing
the key priority issues for the Platform.

12. Many representatives indicated that the Platform for Action should be
action-oriented, concise and written in a language that was simple and easy to
understand. Several representatives said that it should contain clearly

specified and realistic goals, concrete recommendations, well-defined targets

and priorities, as well as indicators for measurable achievement. A few
representatives pointed to the need to organize the action required according to
short-, medium- and long-term plans and to call upon Governments to make new
political commitments and to specify the efforts required at the regional and
national levels.

13. Several representatives stressed the need to build into the Platform
carefully specified implementation and monitoring mechanisms, as well as
accountability measures. The Platform should focus on areas that had neither
been adequately discussed nor adequately implemented so far. A few
representatives emphasized that the special topics and concrete suggestions

given in earlier resolutions on the formulation of the Platform should be taken
into account. One representative questioned the need for a statement of mission
and a status report in the Platform, stating that their contribution to the

Platform would be limited. Another representative stated that equality was a
matter of human rights for women, and suggested that the statement of mission
should be reformulated to take that human rights approach into account, rather
than stressing the enhanced cost-efficiency and cost-effectiveness of power-
sharing. Several representatives indicated that the Platform should focus on

the idea that sustainable development could only be built upon the basis of
equitable partnership between women and men, and that the implementation of the
Forward-looking Strategies was to a great extent determined by solidarity

between women and men, and a redefinition of gender values.

14. One representative referred to the conceptual difficulties in drawing up

the Platform, and stated that approaches such as "mainstreaming" and
"empowerment" should be regarded as mutually complementary and not competing
approaches, and that institution-building was a necessary prerequisite for

the efficient implementation of new policy ideas on women.

Review and appraisal

15. Most representatives intervened on the issue of the review and appraisal of
the implementation of the Forward-looking Strategies and stressed its importance
both as a preparatory process for the Conference and as a means of implementing
of the Forward-looking Strategies. As such, the review and appraisal should

help countries and regions in identifying priorities and in focusing on them.

16. Some representatives recognized that the key to the success of the exercise
was at the national level and that it was therefore urgent to begin planning and
organizing the review and appraisal. A number of countries had already begun to
do so. It was indicated that preparations at the national level also required

the involvement of diverse actors, in particular non-governmental organizations

which were repositories of experience gained at the grass-roots level, of the

many innovations made since the World Conference to Review and Appraise the
Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and
Peace, Nairobi, and of qualitative data. Such information would be a useful
contribution to the Platform for Action.
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17. The complexity of the preparations necessary at all levels was stressed by
many representatives. At the national level, the availability of data and the
insufficiency of resources were highlighted. It was further indicated that

data on a number of important issues were often difficult to collect, whether at
the conceptual level (for example, on violence, the environment, poverty and
performance of national machinery) or at the field level, particularly for those
countries whose national machinery and statistical institutions were

overburdened. Therefore, while generally endorsing the approach proposed by the
Secretariat, some representatives expressed their concern over its feasibility

in some areas. A number of bilateral and multilateral donors and international
agencies indicated their willingness to assist in those areas.

18. The review and appraisal at the regional level raised issues such as the
need to hold a European preparatory conference in order that all regions should
be covered. Efforts had been initiated to convene one. Many representatives
stressed the fact that other regional or subregional forums were playing an
active and important role in contributing to the review and appraisal, in
particular through highlighting the progress made or obstacles remaining in
specific areas.

19. A number of representatives emphasized the importance of the coordination
required between all the levels and the difficulties in ensuring a flow of
information on the preparations carried out in order to maximize the impact of
the activities undertaken and to link them where and when necessary.

ACTION TAKEN BY THE COMMISSION

Work programme on the advancement of women and the proposed
restructuring of the economic and social activities of the
United Nations

20. At the 11th meeting, on 24 March 1993, the Chairperson, in her capacity as
representative of Egypt, on behalf of Egypt and the Philippines, introduced a

draft resolution (E/CN.6/1993/L.15) entitled "The work programme on the
advancement of women and the restructuring of the economic and social activities
of the United Nations".

21. At the same meeting, statements were made by the representatives of
Algeria, Australia, Austria, ltaly, Nigeria, the Russian Federation, Spain,
Tunisia, the United Republic of Tanzania and Venezuela. The Director of the
Division for the Advancement of Women also made a statement.

22. At the 13th meeting, on 25 March, the Commission had before it a revised

draft resolution (E/CN.6/1993/L.15/Rev.1) submitted by Egypt and the

Philippines. Subsequently the Bahamas, Chile, Cote d’lvoire, Croatia, 42 |
Ethiopia, 42 _/ Gabon, 42 / Ghana, Indonesia, Lebanon, 42 _ / Malaysia, Mexico,
Nigeria, Pakistan, the Russian Federation, Slovakia, 42 __/ the Sudan, Thailand,
the United Republic of Tanzania, 42 __| Venezuela, Zambia and Zimbabwe joined in
sponsoring the revised draft resolution.

23. At the same meeting, the representative of the Bahamas orally revised the
title of the revised draft resolution by inserting the word "proposed" before
the word "restructuring".

24, At the 14th meeting, on 25 March, the Commission decided to defer taking
action on the revised draft resolution to a later meeting.
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25. At the 16th meeting, on 26 March, the representative of the Bahamas further
revised the revised draft resolution as follows:

(@) In the third preambular paragraph, the words "the achievements and
importance of the Division" were replaced by the words "the importance of the
achievements of the Division";

(b) In operative paragraph 1, the words "Division for the Advancement of
Women" were replaced by the words "structure for the advancement of women" and
the words "Action for Equality, Development and Peace" after the words "Fourth
World Conference on Women" were deleted.

26. Also at the 16th meeting, the Commission adopted the draft resolution, as
orally revised (see chap. I, sect. C, resolution 37/9).

Preparations for the Fourth World Conference on Women: Action

for Equality, Development and Peace

27. At the 14th meeting, on 25 March, the Vice-Chairperson of the Commission,
Mrs. Olga Pellicer (Mexico), introduced a draft resolution (E/CN.6/1993/L.17)
entitled "Preparations for the Fourth World Conference on Women: Action for
Equality, Development and Peace", submitted on the basis of informal
consultations, and orally revised it by replacing operative paragraphs 2-4 of
section II, which had read:

"[2. Requests the Secretary-General of the Conference to propose to
the regional commissions a formula to determine eligibility for the
participation of non-governmental organizations not in consultative status,
taking as a guideline practices being used by other world conferences, such
as the International Conference on Population and Development, based on
which those non-governmental organizations will be invited to participate
in regional preparatory meetings and, having been determined to be
eligible, will be entitled to apply for participation in the Fourth World
Conference;

"3. Also requests the Secretary-General of the Conference to obtain
from regional commissions a list of the non-governmental organizations not
in consultative status that attended those meetings in order to present it
to the Commission at its thirty-ninth session, with a view to allowing the
Commission to compile the list of those who will be invited to the World
Conference, taking into account that for the good functioning of the
Conference and the efficient participation of non-governmental
organizations themselves, their number should not be excessive, the list
should have a regional balance and attention should be given to the
existing resources and facilities available at the host country;

"4. Further requests the Secretary-General of the Conference that a
proposal for criteria to be used by the Commission in order to draw the
final list should be presented to the Commission at its thirty-eighth
session],"

by the following text:

"2. Requests  the Secretary-General of the Conference, taking as a
guideline practices being used by such other world conferences as the
International Conference on Population and Development, to propose to the
regional commissions a formula to determine the eligibility of
non-governmental organizations not in consultative status with the Economic
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and Social Council to participate in preparatory activities and/or regional
meetings, which would make them eligible to apply for accreditation to the
World Conference;

"3. Also requests the Secretary-General of the Conference to obtain
from the regional commissions a list of those non-governmental
organizations not in consultative status with the Economic and Social
Council which were determined to be eligible, which will be submitted to
the Commission at its thirty-ninth session so that the Commission may make
the final list of those to be invited to the World Conference, bearing in
mind that for the proper functioning of the Conference and the efficient
participation of non-governmental organizations themselves, their number
should not be excessive and that the list should have a regional balance;
attention will be given to the existing resources and facilities available
in the host country;

"4. Further requests the Secretary-General of the Conference to
submit to the Commission at its thirty-ninth session a proposal for
criteria to be used by the Commission in drawing up the final list."

28. Also at the 14th meeting, the Commission adopted the draft resolution, as
orally revised (see chap. |, sect. C, resolution 37/7).

29. After the draft resolution was adopted statements were made by the

representatives of Algeria, Australia, the United States of America and
Venezuela and the observers for Ireland and the United Republic of Tanzania.
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Chapter VI

PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE THIRTY-EIGHTH SESSION
OF THE COMMISSION

1. The Commission considered item 7 of its agenda at its 16th meeting, on
26 March 1993. It had before it a note by the Secretariat containing the draft
provisional agenda and documentation for the thirty-eighth session
(E/CN.6/1993/L.18)

2. At the same meeting, statements were made by the representatives of
Bangladesh, Egypt, Mexico, the Netherlands, the Philippines and Venezuela. The
Director and the Deputy Director of the Division for the Advancement of Women
and the Secretary-General of the Conference also made statements.

3. The Commission then approved the provisional agenda for its thirty-eighth

session for submission to the Economic and Social Council (see chap. |, sect. B,
draft decision I).
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Chapter VII

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON ITS
THIRTY-SEVENTH SESSION

1. At the 16th meeting, on 26 March 1993, the Rapporteur introduced the report
on its thirty-seventh session (E/CN.6/1993/L.1 and Add.1-5), and orally revised
it.

2. At the same meeting, amendments were proposed by the representatives of the
Bahamas, the Philippines, Spain, Venezuela and the Russian Federation.

3. Also at the same meeting, the Commission considered a letter dated

25 March 1993 from the Alternate Permanent Representative of the Permanent
Mission of Yugoslavia to the United Nations Office at Vienna, the International
Atomic Energy Agency and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization
addressed to the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/1993/17). The following statements
were made for the record:

Statement made by the representative of Ghana on behalf
of the African States

The African Group totally rejects the letter and its annexes as
distributed by the Alternate Permanent Representative of the Permanent
Mission of Yugoslavia to the United Nations Office at Vienna
(E/CN.6/1993/17), and strongly condemns the conduct of the said
Representative and the contents of the above-mentioned letter.

As the Chairperson is acting on behalf of the Commission, we consider
this letter and its annexes not only as an affront to her authority but
also as a challenge to the dignity and authority of the Commission.

The African Group would like to express its full support for the
Chairperson and its appreciation of and satisfaction with the manner in
which she conducted the sessions, in particular in her handling of the
deliberations on resolution E/CN.6/1993/L.11 under the most difficult
circumstances.

The African Group categorically requests the withdrawal of the said
letter and its annexes, and asks that this statement be recorded and
reflected in the final report of the Commission and be sent to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations and all United Nations
organizations in Vienna.

Statement made by the representative of Denmark on behalf of

the States Members of the United Nations that are members of

the European Economic Community

| do not wish to go into the substance of this document.

However, with regard to the presence of the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) and consequently also its right to issue
documents, | wish to refer to the European Community’s statement made on
24 March, as follows:
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As we have already made clear on a number of occasions, the
European Community and its member States do not accept that the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia is the automatic continuation of the
Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia.

In this context, we take note of General Assembly resolution
47/1, adopted on 22 September 1992, in which the Assembly considered
that the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) cannot
continue automatically the membership of the former Socialist Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia in the United Nations, and decided that the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) should
therefore apply for membership in the United Nations and shall not
participate in the work of the General Assembly.

The European Community and its member States have also noted the
United Nations Legal Counsel's advice on the applicability of the
General Assembly resolution to the other United Nations bodies. We
regard General Assembly resolution 47/1 as a model for action in the
specialized agencies and other United Nations bodies in due course, as
appropriate.

We do not accept that representatives of the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) may validly represent Yugoslav in
this meeting. The presence of the representatives in question is
without prejudice to any future action which the Community and its
member States may take.

Statement made by the representative of the Netherlands
on behalf also of Belgium

My delegation supports the intervention of the Danish representative
in the name of the European Community and its member States.

I would like to add that regardless of the legal status of the
document, its content is totally unacceptable to my delegation. We
consider this to be an insult to the work of the Commission and to its
Chairperson.

We insist that this statement be reflected in the record of the
present session.

Statement made by the representative of Australia

Australia notes and supports the statement by the representative of
Denmark on behalf of the European Community on this matter. | would go
further on behalf of my delegation and indicate our firm objection to the
tenor and tone of the language of the document as wholly inappropriate to
the conduct and work of this Commission. We have confidence in the
competence and leadership of the Chair of this Commission. We wish this
statement to be recorded in the proceedings of this Commission.

4, Statements were also made by the representatives of Austria, the Bahamas,
Bangladesh, Chile (on behalf of the Latin American and Caribbean States that are
members of the Commission), Finland (on behalf of Canada, Denmark, Finland,
Hungary, Iceland, New Zealand, Norway, Slovakia, Slovenia, Sweden and
Switzerland), Indonesia, Mexico, Pakistan, the Philippines, Poland, Turkey, the
United States of America and Venezuela.

5. The Commission then adopted the report on its thirty-seventh session
(E/CN.6/1993/L.1 and Add.1-5), as orally revised and amended.
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Chapter VIl

ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION

A. Opening and duration of the session

1. The Commission on the Status of Women held its thirty-seventh session at
the Vienna International Centre from 17 to 26 March 1993. The Commission held
16 meetings.

2. The session was opened by the Secretary-General of the Fourth World
Conference on Women: Action for Equality, Development and Peace. In her
introductory statement, she said that by recommending to the Economic and Social
Council that a world conference on women be held in 1995, the Commission had
provided the international community with a mandate to pursue the development
goals that remained elusive to many women all over the world. The reference
point for the Fourth World Conference in 1995 would be the Nairobi Forward-
looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women, which remained the most
detailed expression of the international community’s position on the advancement
of women. It was also necessary to underscore the unprecedented changes that
had occurred since 1985. Moreover, she stressed the importance of building into
the preparations for the Fourth World Conference the work of the other
conferences being held up until 1995.

3. The Fourth World Conference would draw up a Platform for Action, in order
to ensure the implementation of the Forward-looking Strategies, which should
spell out the practical steps required to bring about the necessary policy and
societal changes to achieve the goals of equality, development and peace and
should be a document that was both evolutionary and revolutionary. It should
equip women to play their full and equal part in politics, economy and society
then and into the twenty-first century. Furthermore, the Platform must reflect
how the international community would be accountable to the world’'s women for
its implementation. It should be accompanied by clearly defined means of
implementation by the year 2000. She stressed that a recognition of the
contributions and the diversity of women should be underscored in national and
regional preparations as they proceeded to identify the continuing obstacles and
the most important priorities.

B. Attendance

4. The session was attended by representatives of 40 States members of the
Commission. Observers for other States Members of the United Nations and for
non-member States, representatives of organizations of the United Nations system
and observers for intergovernmental, non-governmental and other organizations
also attended. A list of participants is contained in annex | to the present
report.

C. Election of officers

5. In accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1987/21, the
officers of the Commission elected at its thirty-sixth session continued to

serve as officers for the thirty-seventh session, with the exception of the
Rapporteur, as Poland was no longer a member of the Commission. The following
persons therefore served as officers:

Chairperson: Mervat Tallawy (Egypt)
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Vice-Chairpersons: Achie Luhulima (Indonesia)
Olga Pellicer (Mexico)
Joke Swiebel (Netherlands)

Rapporteur:  Victor Tkachenko (Russian Federation)

D. Agenda and organization of work

6. At the 1st meeting, on 17 March 1993, the Commission adopted the
provisional agenda contained in document E/CN.6/1993/1, as follows:

1. Election of officers.
2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters.

3. Programming and coordination matters related to the United Nations and
the United Nations system.

4, Monitoring the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking
Strategies for the Advancement of Women.

5. Priority themes:

(@ Equality: Increased awareness by women of their rights,
including legal literacy;

(b) Development: Women in extreme poverty: integration of women's
concerns in national development planning;

(c) Peace: Women and the peace process.

6. Preparations for the Fourth World Conference on Women: Action for
Equality, Development and Peace.

7. Provisional agenda for the thirty-eighth session of the Commission.

8. Adoption of the report of the Commission on its thirty-seventh
session.

7. Also at its 1st meeting, the Commission approved the organization of the
work of the session (E/CN.6/1993/1, annex I), taking into account a proposal
made by Australia.

E. Appointment of the members of the Working Group
on Communications

8. At its 5th meeting, on 19 March 1993, the Commission decided to establish a
Working Group to consider, under agenda item 4, communications regarding the
status of women, pursuant to Economic and Social Council resolution 1983/27.

The following five members, nominated by their regional groups, were appointed:

Natalia Drozd (Belarus)
Aurelio Fernandez (Spain)
Fatma Zohra Ksentini (Algeria)
Imelda Nicolas (Philippines)
Maria Angélica Silva (Chile)
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F. Friends of the Rapporteur

9. At its 7th meeting on 22 March 1993, the Commission also decided to
establish an informal group of Friends of the Rapporteur, comprising the
following six members, nominated by their regional groups, to assist the
Rapporteur in completing the report of the Commission on its thirty-seventh
session.

Morgan Adokwei Brown (Ghana)

Ana Maria Luettgen Ros (Cuba)

Naana Agyeman-Mensah (Ghana)

Azizan Ayub Ghazali (Malaysia)

J. Veronica Biggins (United States of America)
Zuzana Vranova (Slovakia)

G. Consultation with non-governmental organizations

10. Written statements submitted by non-governmental organizations in
accordance with rule 76 of the rules of procedure of the functional commissions
of the Economic and Social Council (E/5975/Rev.1l) are listed in annex Il to the
present report.
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Algeria

Australia

Austria

Bahamas

Bangladesh

Belarus

Bulgaria

Chile

China

Colombia

Coéte d’lvoire

Cuba

Cyprus
Ecuador

Egypt

Finland

Annex |

ATTENDANCE

Members*

Ramtane Lamamra, Fatma Zohra Ksentini, Fouzia Boumaiza,
Lyés Nait-Tighilt

Helen I'Orange, Jo Crawford, Lee Kerr, Lydia Philippou,
Geoffrey Tooth

Johanna Dohnal, Richard Wotava, Franziska Friessnigg,
Brigitte Brenner, Sylvia Hahn, Christine Schneider,
Ingrid Nikolay-Leitner, Edda Weiss, Ewald Jager,
Renate Papsch, Birgit Stimmer, Ida Leeb-Jordanits,
Elfriede Fritz, Heidemarie Fenzl, Theresia Riedinger,
Gertraud Pichler, Sabine Brottrager,

Theodora Grausgraber, Renate Dorfmeister,
Gertraud Seiser, Christa Brukschlogl

Janet G. Bostwick, A. Missouri Sherman-Peter
Ismat Jahan

Natalia Brozd, Svetlana Soboleva, Vladimir Korolev

Petar Kolarov, Ivo Petrov, Rossen Popov

Maria Angélica Silva, Robert Alvarez Henriquez,
Emilio Lamarca Orrego

Wang Shuxian, Chen Shigiu, Du Yong, Huang Yongan,
Lin Chongfei, Chen Yongling, Meng Xianying, Yin Yungong,
Li Baodong, Chen Wangxia, Huang Shu

D. Guillermo Orjuela Bermeo,
D. Astrid Valladares Martinez, Adriana de la Espriella

Michele Allechi Donga

Yolanda Ferrer, Leyla Carrillo, Leonor Rodriguez,
Ana Maria Luettgen Ros, Elsa Agramonte

Athena Mavronicola

Leonardo Arizaga

Mervat Tallawy, Nahed EI Ashry, Tarek El Kouny
Tuulikki Petajaniemi, livo Salmi, Tuula Kuittinen,

Leena Krohn, Anja-Riitta Ketokoski, Sinikka Antila,
Anne Huhtaméki, Merja Lindroos-Binham, Marianne Laxén

* Guinea-Bissau, Jamaica, Madagascar, Rwanda and Uganda were not

represented at the session.
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France

Ghana

India

Indonesia

Iran (Islamic
Republic of

Italy

Japan

Malaysia

Mexico

Netherlands

Nigeria
Pakistan

Peru

Philippines

Russian Federation

Slovakia

Spain

Sudan

Thailand

Pierrette Biraud, Marcel Tremeau,
Olivier Maitland Pelen, Caroline Mechin, Eliane Rinaldo

Mary Grant, Rebecca Adotey, Naana Agyeman-Mensah,
Morgan Adokwei Brown

B. Balakrishnan, T. K. Sarojini, A. M. Gondane

Achie S. Luhulima, J. P. Louhanapessy, Ghaffar Fadyl,
Lies S. Siregar, K. Sumhadi, |I. Gusti A. Wesaka Puja,
Lasro Simbolon

Shahala Habibi, Seyed Majtaba Arastou, Mehdi Mir Afzal,
Zahra Abassi, Masoud Nili, Farideh Hassani,
Shahnaz Rahimi Ashtiani

Tina Anselmi, Daniela Colombo, Alberto Schepisi,
Francesco di Maggio, Guiseppe Deodato

Makiko Sakai, Kenji Tanaka, Eiko Nakamura,
Yumiko Kawano, Harumi Katsumata, Kunio Nakamura

Azizan Ayub Ghazali, Md. Hussin bin Nayan,
Sharifah Zarah Syed Ahmad, Ramani Gurusamy

Olga Pellicer, Julian Ventura Valero

Joke Swiebel, Hendrik-Jan Regeur, Enrik C. H. A. Plug,
Theresa Fogelberg, Antoinette Gosses, Margriet Landman,
Sita Dewkali

Aisha I. Ismail, Hanatu A. Fika, M. I. Omuso

Naeem Hussain Chatta, Salma Ahmed, Farman Ullah

Igor Valazquez, Alberto Salas, José Antonio Garcia,
Sergio Avila

Patricia B. Licuanan, Linglingay F. Lacanlale,
Imelda M. Nicolas, Victoria S. Bataclan,
Fait P. Bautista

L. Bezlepkina, Y. Zaitsev, M. Belyakov, L. Chipovalova,
B. Avramenko, V. Tkachenko, A. Fedulova, M. Korunova

Méria Kozianov4, Jozef Reinwart, Klara Orgovanova,
Zuzana Vranova

Fernando Arias-Salgado, Purificacion Butiérrez Lopez,
Aurelio Fernandez, Isabel Coddn Barrigon,
Isabel Pastor Garcia Moreno, Julia Tercero Valentin

Rabab Hamid ElI Mhina, Abdelraheem Siddig Mohamed,
Rabab Elgenaid, Ragaa El-Terefi, Khadija Karrar ElI Tayib

Saisuree Chutikul, Sriwatana Chulajata,
Benjamas Marpraneet, Sarikan Sirirat
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United States of Arvonne S. Fraser, Jane E. Becker, J. Veronica Biggins,
America Dorothy V. Lamm, Lotti L. Shackelford,
Caroline J. Croft, Nancy Hirsch Rubin, Thomas G. Martin,
Robert T. Anthony, Eric E. Svendsen, Richard Hoover,
Crayon C. Efird, Sharon B. Kotok, Kathryn Nutt Skipper,
Margaret Willingham, Judith Steihm

Venezuela Evangelina Garcia Prince, Elys Ojeda,
Iris Ramirez de Dombrowski, Jacquelinne Petersen Parra

Zaire Muana Mputu-zi-Kabuiku, Bolie Monkwa
Zambia Florence Mumba
Zimbabwe Salome D. Nyoni

States Members of the United Nations represented by observers

Angola, Argentina, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Costa Rica, Croatia,
Czech Republic, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Denmark, Ethiopia, Gabon,
Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Hungary, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon,
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Luxembourg, Morocco, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway,
Oman, Panama, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Slovenia, Sweden, Tunisia,
Turkey, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Viet Nam, Yemen,
Yugoslavia.

Non-member States represented by observers

Holy See, Switzerland

United Nations

United Nations Children’s Fund, United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development, United Nations Development Programme, United Nations Environment
Programme, United Nations Population Fund, Economic Commission for Africa,
Economic Commission for Europe, Economic Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean, Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, Economic and
Social Commission for Western Asia, United Nations International Drug Control
Programme, International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of
Women, International Trade Centre UNCTAD/GATT

Specialized agencies and related organizations

International Labour Organisation, Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, World Health Organization, World Bank, International Monetary
Fund, United Nations Industrial Development Organization, General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade

Intergovernmental organizations represented by observers

Commonwealth Secretariat, Council of Europe, European Economic Community,
League of Arab States, Organization of American States
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Other organization represented by an observer

Palestine

Liberation movements

African National Congress of South Africa, Pan Africanist Congress of
Azania

Non-governmental organizations

Category | : International Alliance of Women, International Confederation
of Free Trade Unions, International Council of Women, International Council on
Social Welfare, International Federation of Business and Professional Women,
International Planned Parenthood Federation, IPS - Inter-Press Service
International Cooperative, Society for International Development, Soroptimist
International

Category Il : CHANGE, Christian Democratic International, Disabled Peoples’
International, Friends World Committee for Consultation, International
Abolitionist Federation, International Council of Jewish Women, International
Federation for Home Economics, International Federation of Social Workers,
International Federation of University Women, International Movement for
Fraternal Union among Races and Peoples, International Social Service, Italian
Centre of Solidarity, Lutheran World Federation, Medical Women’s International
Association, National Council of German Women's Organizations-Federal Union of
Women's Organizations and Women's Groups of German Associations, E.V.,
Pan-African Women'’s Organization, Pan-Pacific and South-East Asia Women's
Association, Pax Romana (International Catholic Movement for Intellectual and
Cultural Affairs) (International Movement of Catholic Students), Refugee Policy
Group, St. Joan’s International Alliance, Women’s International League for Peace
and Freedom, World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts, World Federation
for Mental Health, World Federation of Methodist Women, World Leisure and
Recreation Association, World Union of Catholic Women’'s Organizations, World
Young Women's Christian Association, Worldview International Foundation

Roster :  Commonwealth Medical Association, European Union of Women, Helpage
International, International Association of Charities, International
Confederation of Midwives, International Inner Wheel, International Peace
Research Association, International Public Relations Association, International
Women’s Tribune Centre, National Congress of Neighborhood Women, World Peace
Council
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Document symbol

E/CN.6/1993/1
E/CN.6/1993/2

E/CN.6/1993/3

E/CN.6/1993/4

E/CN.6/1993/5

E/CN.6/1993/6

E/CN.6/1993/7

E/CN.6/1993/8

E/CN.6/1993/9

E/CN.6/1993/10

E/CN.6/1993/11

E/CN.6/1993/12

E/CN.6/1993/13

Annex I

LIST OF DOCUMENTS BEFORE THE COMMISSION
AT ITS THIRTY-SEVENTH SESSION

Agenda item Title or description
2 Provisional agenda

5

Equality: Increased awareness by women
of their rights, including legal
literacy: report of the Secretary-
General

Development: Women in extreme poverty:
integration of women’s concerns in
national development planning: report of
the Secretary-General

Peace: Women and the peace process:
report of the Secretary-General

Preparations for the Fourth World
Conference on Women: Action for
Equality, Development and Peace: report
of the Secretary-General

First draft to serve as a working
document for the elaboration of the
Platform for Action: report of the
Secretary-General

Outline and contents of the second review
and appraisal of the implementation of
the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies
for the Advancement of Women: report of
the Secretary-General

Planning and implementation of the
information campaign for the Fourth World
Conference on Women: Action for
Equality, Development and Peace: report
of the Secretary-General

Preliminary proposals for the system-wide
medium-term plan for the advancement of
women for the period 1996-2001: note by
the Secretariat

Situation of Palestinian women in the
occupied territory: note by the
Secretary-General

Women and children living under
apartheid: report of the Secretary-
General

Elimination of violence against women:
report of the Secretary-General

Women and the United Nations Decade
against Drug Abuse: report of the
Secretary-General
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Document symbol

E/CN.6/1993/14

E/CN.6/1993/15

E/CN.6/1993/16

E/CN.6/1993/17

E/CN.6/1993/INF/1

E/CN.6/1993/L.1 and

Add.1-5
E/CN.6/1993/L.2

E/CN.6/1993/L.3

E/CN.6/1993/L.4

Agenda item Title or description

4

Activities related to preparations for
the World Conference on Human Rights:
report of the Secretary-General

Improvement of the status of women in the
Secretariat: report of the
Secretary-General

Proposed programme of work of the
Division for the Advancement of Women for
the biennium 1994-1995. note by the
Secretariat

Letter dated 25 March 1993 from the
Alternate Permanent Representative of the
Permanent Mission of Yugoslavia to the
United Nations Office at Vienna, the
International Atomic Energy Agency and
the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization addressed to the Secretary-
General

Provisional list of participants

Draft report of the Commission on its
thirty-seventh session

Australia, Belarus, Brazil, Canada,
Denmark, Egypt, Finland, Germany, Greece,
Ireland, Italy, Mexico, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Portugal, Russian
Federation, Sweden, Thailand, United
States of America and Venezuela: draft
resolution

Algeria, Australia, Austria, Bahamas,
Bangladesh, Belarus, Belgium, Brazil,
Canada, Céte d'lvoire, Croatia, Cyprus,
Denmark, Egypt, Ethiopia, Finland,
Germany, Ghana, Greece, Ireland, Israel,
Italy, Japan, Jordan, Lebanon,

Luxembourg, Mexico, Morocco, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway,
Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Republic

of Korea, Russian Federation, Slovakia,
Slovenia, Spain, Sudan, Sweden, Thailand,
Tunisia, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, United
Republic of Tanzania, United States of
America, Venezuela, Zambia and Zimbabwe:
draft resolution

Argentina, Australia, Chile, Colombia,
Croatia, Cuba, Ecuador, Egypt, Mexico,
Peru, Spain, Thailand and Venezuela:
draft resolution
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Document symbol Agenda item Title or description

E/CN.6/1993/L.5 4 Draft resolution submitted by the
Vice-Chairperson, Mrs. Achie S. Luhulima
(Indonesia), on the basis of informal
consultations

E/CN.6/1993/L.6 4 Egypt (on behalf of the States Members of
the United Nations that are members of
the Group of 77): draft resolution

E/CN.6/1993/L.7 5 (b) Egypt (on behalf of the States Members of
the United Nations that are members of
the Group of 77) and Australia: draft
resolution

E/CN.6/1993/L.8 4 Algeria, Bangladesh, Cuba, Cyprus, Egypt,
Ghana, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Lebanon,
Malaysia, Morocco, Pakistan, Philippines,
Sudan, Tunisia, Turkey, United Republic
of Tanzania, Viet Nam and Zimbabwe:
draft resolution

E/CN.6/1993/L.8/Rev.1 4 Algeria, Bangladesh, Cuba, Cyprus, Egypt,
Ghana, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Lebanon,
Libyan Arab Jamabhiriya, Malaysia,
Morocco, Pakistan, Philippines, Sudan,
Tunisia, Turkey, United Republic of
Tanzania, Viet Nam and Zimbabwe: revised
draft resolution

E/CN.6/1993/L.9 4 Algeria, Angola, Australia, Austria,
Bahamas, Bangladesh, Belarus, Belgium,
Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile,
Colombia, Cobte d'lvoire, Croatia, Cyprus,
Denmark, Egypt, Ethiopia, Finland,
France, Gabon, Germany, Ghana, Greece,
Hungary, Ireland, ltaly, Netherlands,
Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway, Panama,
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic
of Korea, Russian Federation, Slovakia,
Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland,
Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
United Republic of Tanzania, United
States of America, Venezuela, Zambia and
Zimbabwe: draft resolution

E/CN.6/1993/L.10 4 Belgium, Bulgaria, Co6te d’lvoire,
Croatia, Cyprus, Denmark, Gabon, Germany,
Ghana, ltaly, Japan, Malaysia,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Philippines,
Portugal, Russian Federation, Slovakia,
Slovenia, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and United States of
America: draft resolution
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Document symbol Agenda item Title or description

E/CN.6/1993/L.11 4 Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Austria,
Bangladesh, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Cote
d’lvoire, Croatia, Denmark, Ecuador,
Egypt, Finland, France, Germany, Ghana,
Greece, Indonesia, Ireland, Israel,

Italy, Jordan, Lebanon, Luxembourg,
Malaysia, Morocco, Netherlands, New
Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan,
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Slovenia,
Spain, Sudan, Sweden, Switzerland,
Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
United Republic of Tanzania, United
States of America, Venezuela and Zambia:
draft resolution

E/CN.6/1993/L.12 5 (b) Angola, Argentina, Australia, Austria,
Bahamas, Bangladesh, Canada, Cote
d’lvoire, Croatia, Denmark, Ecuador,
Ethiopia, Finland, Gabon, Ghana, Greece,
Indonesia, Israel, Italy, Malaysia,

New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan,
Portugal, Republic of Korea, Sweden,
Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, United States
of America, United Republic of Tanzania
and Zambia: draft resolution

E/CN.6/1993/L.13 5 (a) Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Belarus,
Canada, Chile, Colombia, Co6te d’lvoire,
Croatia, Denmark, Egypt, Ethiopia,
Finland, France, Gabon, Germany, Ghana,
Greece, Indonesia, Ireland, Israel,
Italy, Japan, Jordan, Lebanon, Malaysia,
New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan,
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic
of Korea, Russian Federation, Slovakia,
Slovenia, Sudan, Sweden, Thailand,
Tunisia, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, United
Republic of Tanzania, United States of
America, Venezuela, Zaire, Zambia and
Zimbabwe: draft resolution

E/CN.6/1993/L.14 4 Chile, Colombia, Céte d'lvoire, Egypt,
Finland, France, Slovakia, Slovenia,
Sweden, Thailand and Venezuela: draft
resolution

E/CN.6/1993/L.14/Rev.1 4 Australia, Belgium, Canada, Chile,
Colombia, Coéte d’lvoire, Cuba, Denmark,
Egypt, Finland, France, Gabon, Ghana,
Italy, Mexico, New Zealand, Norway,
Philippines, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,
Sweden, Thailand, United Republic of
Tanzania, Venezuela, Zambia and Zimbabwe:
revised draft resolution

E/CN.6/1993/L.15 6 Egypt and Philippines: draft resolution
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Document symbol

E/CN.6/1993/L.15/Rev.1

E/CN.6/1993/L.16

E/CN.6/1993/L.17

E/CN.6/1993/L.18

E/CN.6/1993/NGO/1

Agenda item
Bahamas, Chile, Cote d’lvoire, Croatia,

Title or description

Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana, Indonesia,
Lebanon, Malaysia, Mexico, Nigeria,
Pakistan, Philippines, Russian

Federation, Slovakia, Sudan, Thailand,
United Republic of Tanzania, Venezuela,
Zambia and Zimbabwe: revised draft
resolution

Chile (on behalf of the States Members of

the United Nations that are members of
the Group of 77), Australia, Denmark,
Finland, France, Italy, Netherlands,
Portugal, Spain and Turkey

Draft resolution submitted by the

Vice-Chairperson, Mrs. Olga Pellicer
(Mexico), on the basis of informal
consultations

Draft provisional agenda and

documentation for the thirty-eighth
session of the Commission on the Status
of Women: note by the Secretariat

Statement submitted by the following

non-governmental organizations in
consultative status with the Economic and
Social Council: International Alliance

of Women, International Council of Women,
International Federation of Business and
Professional Women, Soroptimist
International, Zonta International
(category 1); Caritas Internationalis,
Coordinating Board of Jewish
Organizations, Disabled Peoples’
International, International Abolitionist
Federation, International Association of
Lions Clubs, International Council of
Jewish Women, International Council on
Alcohol and Addictions, International
Federation for Home Economics,
International Federation of University
Women, International Kolping Society,
Italian Centre of Solidarity, Pax Romana
(International Catholic Movement for
Intellectual and Cultural Affairs)
(International Movement of Catholic
Students), Salvation Army, Socialist
International Women, Women'’s
International Zionist Organization, World
Association of Girl Guides and Girl
Scouts, World Federation of Methodist
Women, World Young Women’s Christian
Organization (category Il); European
Union of Women, Helpage International,
International Association of Charities
(roster)
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Document symbol Agenda item Title or description

E/CN.6/1993/NGO/2 5 (a) Statement submitted by the International
Confederation of Free Trade Unions, a
non-governmental organization in
consultative status with the Economic and
Social Council (category )

E/CN.6/1993/NGO/3 6 Statement submitted by the following
non-governmental organizations in
consultative status with the Economic and
Social Council: International Council of
Women, International Federation of
Business and Professional Women,
Soroptimist International (category I);
International Federation of University
Women, Medical Women’s International
Association, World Association of Girl
Guides and Girl Scouts (category ll);
Commonwealth Medical Association (roster)

E/CN.6/1993/NGO/4 6 Statement submitted by the following
non-governmental organizations in
consultative status with the Economic and
Social Council: International Alliance
of Women, Zonta International
(category 1); Associated Country Women of
the World, International Commission of
Jurists, International Council of Jewish
Women, International Federation of Women
in Legal Careers, International
Federation of Women Lawyers,
International League for the Rights and
Liberation of Peoples, Union of Arab
Jurists, Women’s International League for
Peace and Freedom, World Federation of
Methodist Women, World Young Women’s
Christian Association (category Il);

World Peace Council (roster)
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Document symbol

E/CN.6/1993/NGO/5

E/CN.6/1993/NGO/6

E/CN.6/1993/NGO/7

Agenda item

Title or description

5 (b) Statement submitted by the following

non-governmental organizations in
consultative status with the Economic and
Social Council: International Alliance

of Women, International Council of Women,
International Council on Social Welfare,
Soroptimist International, Zonta
International (category 1); American
Association of Retired Persons;
Associated Country Women of the World,
Baha'i International Community, Council

of Jewish Women, International Federation
of University Women, International
Federation of Women in Legal Careers,
International Federation on Ageing,
Medical Women'’s International

Association, Socialist International

Women, Women’s International League for
Peace and Freedom, World Association of
Girl Guides and Girl Scouts, World
Federation of Methodist Women, World
Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations
(category II); World Alliance of Reformed
Churches (roster)

Report submitted by the following

non-governmental organizations in
consultative status with the Economic and
Social Council: International Alliance

of Women, International Council of Women,
International Council on Social Welfare,
International Federation of Business and
Professional Women, Soroptimist
International, Zonta International

(category 1); Associated Country Women of
the World, International Council of

Jewish Women, International Federation of
University Women, International

Federation of Women in Legal Careers,
International Movement for Fraternal

Union among Races and Peoples, Medical
Women’s International Association,
Women’s International League for Peace
and Freedom, Women’s International
Zionist Organization, World Association

of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts, World
Federation of Methodist Women, World
Movement of Mothers, World Union of
Catholic Women’s Organizations

(category IlI); International Inner Wheel;
International Peace Bureau (roster)

5 (c) Statement submitted by Baha'i

International Community, a
non-governmental organization in
consultative status with the Economic and
Social Council (category 1)
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Document symbol Agenda item Title or description

E/CN.6/1993/NGO/8 6 Statement submitted by the following
non-governmental organizations in
consultative status with the Economic and
Social Council: International Council on
Social Welfare, International Federation
of Business and Professional Women,
International Movement ATD Fourth World,
International Union of Family
Organisations, Society for International
Development, Women'’s International
Democratic Federation (category 1); All
India Women’s Conference, Bah@d'i
International Community, International
Association for Religious Freedom,
International Federation of University
Women, International Federation of Women
Lawyers, Pan-Pacific and South-East Asia
Women’s Association, Trickle Up Program,
Women'’s International Zionist
Organization, World Union of Catholic
Women's Organizations (category Il); Gray
Panthers, International Council of
Nurses, Population Communications -
International World Organization for
Early Childhood Education (roster)

E/CN.6/1993/NGO/9 4 Statement submitted by the following
non-governmental organizations in
consultative status with the Economic and
Social Council: International Alliance
of Women (category 1); Baha'i
International Community, International
Abolitionist Federation (category II)

E/CN.6/1993/NGO/10 5 (b) Statement submitted by the following
non-governmental organizations in
consultative status with the Economic and
Social Council: International Council of
Women, International Council on Social
Welfare, International Federation of
Business and Professional Women,
Soroptimist International, World
Federation of United Nations
Associations, Zonta International
(category 1); American Association of
Retired Persons, Associated Country Women
of the World, Bah&'i International
Community, International Council of
Jewish Women, International Federation of
Social Workers, International Federation
of University Women, International
Federation of Ageing, World Association
of Girl Guides and Girls Scouts, World
Organization of the Scout Movement (World
Scout Bureau), World Young Women's
Christian Association (category Il);
International Council of Nurses, La Leche
League International, Inc. (roster)
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Document symbol Agenda item Title or description

E/CN.6/1993/NGO/11 6 Statement submitted by the following
non-governmental organizations in
consultative status with the Economic and
Social Council: International Council on
Social Welfare, International Union of
Family Organisations (category I);
Population Communications -

International, Population Institute
(roster)

E/CN.6/1993/NGO/12 6 Statement submitted by the following
non-governmental organizations in
consultative status with the Economic and
Social Council: International Alliance
of Women, International Council of Women,
International Council on Social Welfare,
International Federation of Business and
Professional Women, International Planned
Parenthood Federation, International
Union of Family Organisations
(category 1); Baha'i International
Community, Caritas Internationalis,
International Council of Jewish Women,
International Federation of University
Women, Medical Women’s International
Association, Pan-Pacific and South-East
Asia Women's Association, Women'’s
International Zionist Organization, World
Federation for Mental Health, World
Federation of Methodist Women, World
Movement of Mothers, World Union of
Catholic Women’s Organizations
(category II); Gray Panthers, Population
Communications - International,

Population Institute, Servas
International (roster)

E/CN.6/1993/NGO/13 5 (b) Statement submitted by the following
non-governmental organizations in
consultative status with the Economic and
Social Council: CHANGE, Disabled
Peoples’ International, Women'’s
International League for Peace and
Freedom (category IlI); Institute for
Women, Law and Development (OEF
International), International Women'’s
Tribune Centre, National Congress of
Neighborhood Women (roster)
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Document symbol Agenda item Title or description

E/CN.6/1993/NGO/14 5 (c) Statement submitted by the following
non-governmental organizations in
consultative status with the Economic and
Social Council: Zonta International
(category 1); Women’s International
League for Peace and Freedom, World Union
of Catholic Women’s Organizations
(category II); International Women'’s
Tribune Centre, World Peace Council
(roster)
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