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WORKI NG PAPER OCONCERNI NG CD ACTI ON ON OQUTER SPACE

Canada proposes t hat

- a CD Ad Hoc Committee on Quter Space be established with the mandate to
negoti ate a convention for the non-weaponi zation of outer space.

BACKGROND

- There are a nunber of limted international agreenents that deal with
outer space, nost notably "The Treaty on Principles Governing the
Activities of States in the Exploration and use of Quter Space,

I ncl uding the Mbon and ther Celestial Bodies". This Treaty is commonly
referred to as the "Quter Space Treaty".

- Under Article IV of the Quter Space Treaty, States Parties to the Treaty
"undertake not to place in orbit around the Earth any objects carrying
nucl ear weapons or any kinds of weapons of nass destruction ... or
station such weapons in outer space in any other nanner."

- There is no current nultilateral agreenent banning the depl oynent of
weapons ot her than weapons of mass destruction in outer space.

- There is thus a need for the international community to address this
problem and to do so nultilaterally, particularly in view of the
growi ng nunber of states with the capacity or near-capacity to pl ace
objects into orbhit.

- W acknow edge that there is currently no arns race in outer space. W
accept the current mlitary uses of outer space for surveillance,
intelligence-gathering and communi cations. Qur focus is on the non-
weaponi zati on of outer space, i.e. no positioning of actual weapons in
out er space.

- On verification of such a Treaty many useful ideas already exist,
i ncl uding work done in earlier CD Ad Hoc Conmittees on CQuter Space. W
wel come a realistic and early reappraisal of these basic concepts.

- Canada has called for the establishment of a CD Ad Hoc Commttee with
the nandate gi ven above. W recogni ze that there remains a variety of
views on the possible scope of such a Treaty. As an interimstep towards
full negotiations, we support the appointnment of a CD Speci al
Coordinator with an appropriate mandate to expl ore prospects for the
early establishment of an Ad Hoc Conmittee with a negotiati ng nandat e.
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