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51/ 58. The role of cooperatives in the |ight of
new econom ¢ and social trends

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions 47/90 of 16 Decenber 1992 and 49/ 155 of
23 Decenber 1994,

Wl comi ng the report of the Secretary-General on the status and rol e of
cooperatives in the light of new econom c and social trends,!?

Recogni zi ng that cooperatives in their various forns are becom ng a
maj or factor of economic and social devel opment by pronoting the full est
possi bl e participation in the devel opnment process of wonen and all popul ation
groups, including youth, ol der persons and people with disabilities, and are
i ncreasingly providing an effective and af fordabl e mechani sm for neeting
peopl e's needs for basic social services,

Recogni zing al so the inportant contribution and potential of all forns
of cooperatives to the followup to the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnent,
hel d at Copenhagen from6 to 12 March 1995,2% the Fourth Worl d Conference on
Wonen, held at Beijing from4 to 15 Septenber 1995° and the United Nations
Cbnference4on Human Settlenments (Habitat 11), held at Istanbul from3 to 14
June 1996,

! A/ 51/ 267.

2 See A/ CONF. 166/ 9.

3 See AJCONF. 177/20 and Add. 1
4 See A/ CONF. 165/ 14.
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1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-
Ceneral on the status and rol e of cooperatives in the |light of new economc
and soci al trends;

2. Urges Governments, relevant international organizations and the
speci al i zed agencies, in collaboration with national and internationa
cooperative organi zations, to give due consideration to the role and
contribution of cooperatives in the inplenentation of and followup to the
outcome of the Wrld Sunmit for Social Devel opnent, the Fourth Wrld
Conference on Wnen and the United Nations Conference on Human Settl enents
(Habitat 11) by, inter alia:

(a) Uilizing and developing fully the potential and contribution of
cooperatives for the attainment of social devel opnent goals, in particular the
eradi cati on of poverty, the generation of full and productive enpl oynent and
t he enhancenent of social integration;

(b) Encouraging and facilitating the devel opnment of cooperatives,
i ncl udi ng taking nmeasures ainmed at enabling people living in poverty or
bel ongi ng to vul nerabl e groups to engage on a voluntary basis in the creation
and devel oprment of cooperatives;

3. Encour ages CGovernnments to keep under review the | egal and
adm ni strative provisions governing the activities of cooperatives with a view
to ensuring a supportive environnent for cooperatives, so that they can nake
an appropriate contribution to the attai nnent of the goals of nationa
devel opnent, including that of neeting the basic human needs of all

4. Invites Governnents, relevant international organizations, the
speci al i zed agenci es and national and international cooperative organizations
to continue to observe annually the International Day of Cooperatives on the
first Saturday of July, as proclainmed by the General Assenbly in its
resol ution 47/90;

5. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral, within existing resources, to
continue to support the goals and objectives of the cooperative novenent and
to submt to the General Assenbly at its fifty-fourth session, through the
Conmi ssi on on Soci al Devel opnent, a report containing, inter alia, information
on legislative and administrative initiatives taken by countries, bearing in
m nd possi bl e nmeasures to inprove the reporting procedure;

6. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to ascertain, in cooperation
with the Conmttee for the Pronoti on and Advancenent of Cooperatives, the
desirability and feasibility of el aborating United Nations guidelines ainmed at
creating a supportive environment for the devel opnent of cooperatives and to
i nclude his findings and recommendations in his report referred to in
par agraph 5 above.
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