
n 
2. Decides to transmit to the petitioners the report 

and observations12 made by the Committee on South 
West Africa at its second session regarding conditions 
in the Territory of South West Africa. 

550th plenary meeting, 
3 Decem ber 1955. 

937 (X). Petition and related communication 
from the Reverend T. H. Hamtumbangela 
concerning South West Africa 

The Gener~ A ssembly, 

Having accepted the advisory opinion18 of 11 July 
1950 of the International Court of J ustice on the ques
tion of South West Africa, including the opinion that 
petitions concerning the T erritory of South West Africa 
are to be transmitted by the Government of the Union 
of South Africa "to the General Assembly of the United 
Nations, which is legally qualified to deal with them", 

Having authorized the Committee on South West 
Africa, by General Assembly resolution 749 A (VIII) 
of 28 November 1953, to examine petitions in accord
ance with the Mandates procedure of the League of 
Nations, 

Having received a report from the Committee on 
South W est Africa dealing with a petition, dated 5 
October 1954, and a related commumcation, dated 19 
February 1955, from the Reverend T . H . Hamtum
bangda,a 

Noting that the petitioner requests that the question 
of the future status of the Territory of South West 
Africa be submitted to the International Court of Justice 
for decision, 

Noting further that the petitioner raises questions 
concerning the racially discriminatory measures applied 
against the non-European population of the Territory, 

1. Decides to inform the petitioner that, according to 
the advisory opinion of 11 J uly 1950 of the Interna
tional Court of Justice : 

(a) "South W est Africa is a territory under the in
ternationa1 Mandate assumed by the U nion of South 
Africa on December 17th, 1920" ; 

tb) " ... the Union of South Africa continues to have 
the international obligations slated in Article 22 of the 
Covenant of the League of Nations and in the Mandate 
for South West Africa" ; 

(c) " . .. competence to determine and modify the 
international status of the T erritory [of South West 
Africa] rests with the Union of South Africa acting 
with the consent of the U nited Nations" ; 

and that the General Assemhly, by its reso1ution 449 A 
(V) of 13 December 1950, accepted the advisory opinion 
of the International Court of Justice on the question 
of South West Africa; 

N oting the observations of the Committee on South 
West Africa with respect to discriminatory measures 
applied in the Ter ritory against the non-European popu
lation, 

11 Ibid., annex II. 
• 11 Jnttrnational s tatus of Soutli -W tst Africa, Advisory Opin
con : I.CJ . R11>0,-tr 1950, p. 128. 

16 Offedal Rtcords of the Gener-al Assembly, Tenth S tstion, 
Suf'lltmtnt No. 12 ( A/29! n, (:'1ap VJTI and annex VIIJ. 

2. D,cides to transmit to the petitioner the ~rt 
and observations11 made by the Committee on South 
W est Africa at its second session regarding condition• 
in the T erritory of South West Afriea. 

550th pl,nary mttM_g, 
3 Dtcn,sbw 195'. 

938 (X). Petition from Mial Marpry F. Perham 
concerning South Weat Africa 

The General A ssembly, 

Having accepted the advisory oeinion11 of 11 July 
1950 of the International Court of Justice on the ques
tion of South West Africa, 

Having authorized the Committee on South West 
Africa, by General Assembly resolutior, 749 A (VIII) 
of 28 November 1953, to examine petitions in accord
ance with the Mandates procedure of the League of 
Nations, 

Having received a report from the Committee on 
South West Africa dealing with a petition dated Novem
ber 1953 from Miss Margery F. Perham,n 

N oting the petitioner's statement that Mr. Himwnuine, 
a Native school principal of South West Africa, has 
been unable to avail himself of a scholarship at Oxford 
University because the Government of the Union of 
South Afriea has refused to grant him a passport and 
has given no reason for its action, 

Noting that education forms the foundation of all 
development in the Territory and that educational facili
ties for Natives are still inadequate, 

1. Is of the opjnion that the withholding of a pus
port from a quabfied student for the purpose of 1tudy
mg abroad is not only a direct interference in the edu
cational and general advancement of an individual but 
a hindrance to the educational development of the Terri
tory of South West Africa which was entrusted under 
the Covenant of the Leai,ie of Nations to the adminis
tration of the Union of South Africa; 

2. Regrets that the Government of the Union of 
South Africa did not respond to the appeal addreased 
to it br the representatives of such an eminent educa
tional mstitution as Oxford U Diversity ; 

3. Invites the Secretary-General to use his ,ood 
offices with the Government of the Union of South 
Africa in order to assist Mr. Himumuine to obtain a 
passport and all other administrative facilities so that 
he may avail himself of the scholarship granted to him 
by Oxford University. 

550th pltw.wy JMtlif19, 
3 Dtcnnber 1955. 

939 (X), Pedtlon from Mr, Jarlretundu 
Kosonpid eoncernlng South W.a Afrlea 

The General Asumbly, 

Having accepted the advisory opinion11 of 11 July 
1950 of the International Court of Justice on the quea
tion of South West Africa, 

11 ll,id., annex II. 
• 11 Jntffllatio11afslotus of Sowlh-Wesl Afrka, Adwory o,.,. 
,011 : J.C./. R1Jcwls 1950, p. 128. 

u Olicial Records of th, G111,ral Azz,,,.1,1:,, Nilltls S1zzio., 
S wJpltffltlll N o. 14 (A/2«,6 and Corr.1) , chap. VII and annex 
VI. . 
• 11 lntff'f!Otional slatu.s of Sot1t1&-W1zt Africa, Adwory 01• 
w11: 1.C.J. R,ports 1950, p. 128. 




