
Resolutions adopted on the reports of the First Committee 5 

arranging for an international periodical devoted to the 
peaceful uses of atomic energy. 

550th plenary meeting, 
3 December 1955. 

913 (X). Effects of atomic radiation 

The General Assembly, 

Recognizing the importance of, and the widespread 
attention being given to, problems relating to the effects 
of ionizing radiation upon man and his environment, 

Believing that the widest distribution should be given 
to all available scientific data on the short-term and long
term effects upon man and his environment of ionizing 
radiation, including radiation levels and radio-active 
"fall-out", 

Noting that studies of this problem are being con
ducted in various countries, 

Believing that the peoples of the world should be more 
fully informed on this subject, 

1. Establishes a scientific Committee consisting of 
Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Czecho
slovakia, Egypt, France, India, Japan, Mexico, Sweden, 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, the United States of America and the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, and requests the Govern
ments of these countries each to designate one scientist, 
with alternates and consultants as appropriate, to be its 
representative on thi~ Committee ; 

2. Requests the Committee: 

(a) To receive and assemble in an appropriate and 
useful form the following radiological information fur
nished by States Members of the United Nations or 
members of the specialized agencies : 

( i) Reports on observed levels of ionizing radiation 
and radio-activity in the environment; 

(ii) Reports on scientific observations and experi
ments relevant to the effects of ionizing radia
tion upon man and his environment already 
under way or later undertaken by national scien
tific bodies or by authorities of national Govern
ments; 

(b) To recommend uniform standards with respect 
to procedures for sample collection and instrumentation, 
and radiation counting procedures to be used in analyses 
of samples; 

( c) To compile and assemble in an integrated man
ner the various reports, referred to in sub-paragraph 
(a) ( i) above, on observed radiological levels; 

( d) To review and collate national reports, referred 
to in sub-paragraph (a) (ii) above, evaluating each 
report to determine its usefulness for the purposes of 
the Committee; 

( e) To make yearly progress reports and to develop 
by 1 July 1958, or earlier if the assembled facts warrant, 
a summary of the reports received on radiation levels 
and radiation effects on man and his environment to
gether with the evaluations provided for in sub-para
graph ( d) above and indications of research projects 
which might require futher study; 

(f) To transmit from time to time, as it deems ap
propriate, the documents and evaluations referred to 
,bove to the Secretary-General for publication and dis-

semination to States Members of the United Nations 
or members of the specialized agencies ; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the 
Committee with appropriate assistance in organizing and 
carrying on its work, and to provide a secretary of the 
Committee; 

4. Calls upon all concerned to co-operate in making 
available reports and studies relating to the short-term 
and long-term effects of ionizing radiation upon man 
and his environment and radiological data collected by 
them; 

5. Requests the specialized agencies to concert w:ith 
the Committee concerning any work they may be domg 
or contemplating within the sphere of the Committee's 
terms of reference to assure proper co-ordination; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to invite the Gov
ernment of Japan to nominate a scientist, with alternates 
and consultants as appropriate, to be its representative 
on the Committee; 

7. Decides to transmit to the Committee the records 
of the proceedings of the General Assembly on the pres
ent item. 

550th plenary meeting, 
3 December 1955. 

914 (X). Regulation, limitation and balanced 
reduction of all armed forces and all arma
ments; conclusion of an international conven
tion (treaty) on the reduction of armaments 
and the prohibition of atomic, hydrogen and 
other weapons of mass destruction 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 808 (IX) of 4 November 
1954, which established the conclusion that a further ef
fort should be made to reach agreement on comprehen
sive and co-ordinated proposals to be embodied in a draft 
international disarmament convention providing for: 

(a) The regulation, limitation and major reduction 
of all armed forces and all conventional armaments, 

( b) The total prohibition of the use and manufacture 
of nuclear weapons and weapons of mass destruction of 
every type, together with the conversion of existing 
stocks of nuclear weapons for peaceful purposes, 

( c) The establishment of effective international con
frol, through a control organ with rights, powers and 
functions adequate to guarantee the effective observance 
of the agreed reductions of all armaments and armed 
forces and the prohibition of nuclear and other weapons 
of mass destruction, and to ensure the use of atomic 
energy for peaceful purposes only, 

the whole programme to be such that no State would 
have cause to fear that its security was endangered, 

Expressing the hope that efforts to relax international 
tensions, to promote mutual confidence and to develop 
co-operation among States, such as the Geneva Confer
ence of the Heads of Government of the four Powers, 
the Bandung Conference of African and Asian countries 
and the United Nations tenth anniversary commemora
tive meeting at San Francisco, will prove effective in pro
moting world peace, 

Desirous of contributing to the lowering of interna
tional tensions, the strengthening of confidence between 
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States, the removal of the threat of war and the reduc
tion of the burden of armaments, 

Convinced there/ ore of the need to continue to seek 
agreement on a comprehensive programme for disarma
ment which will promote international peace and security 
with the least diversion for armaments of the world's 
human and economic resources, 

Welcoming the progress which has been made towards 
agreement on objectives during the meetings in 1955 of 
the Sub-Committee of the Disarmament Commission, 

Noting that agreement has not yet been reached on 
the rights, powers and functions of a control system, 
which is the keystone of any disarmament agreement, 
nor on other essential matters set out in General Assem
bly resolution 808 (IX), 

Noting also that special technical difficulties have 
arisen in regard to the detection and control of nuclejlr 
weapons material, 

Recognizing further that inspection and control of 
disarmament can best be achieved in an atmosphere 
which is free of fear and suspicion, 

1. Urges that the States concerned and particularly 
those on the Sub-Committee of the Disarmament Com
mission: 

(a) Should continue their endeavours to reach agree
ment on a comprehensive disarmament plan in accord
ance with the goals set out in General Assembly resolu
tion 808 (IX); 

( b) Should, as initial steps, give priority to early 
agreement on and implementation of : 

( i) Such confidence-building measures as the plan of 
Mr. Eisenhower, President of the United States 
of America, for exchan~ing military blueprints 
and mutual aerial inspection, and the plan of Mr. 
Bul~anin, Prime Minister of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, for establishing control posts 
at strategic centres, 

(ii) All such measures of adequately safeguarded 
disarmament as are now feasible; 

2. Suggests that account should also be taken of the 
proposals of the Prime Minister of France for exchang· 
mg and publishing information re~arding military ex
penditures and budgets, of the Pnme Minister of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

· for seeking practical experience in the problems of in-

spection and control, and of the Government of India 
regarding the suspension of experimental explosions of 
nuclear weapons and an "armaments truce"; 

3. Calls upon the States concerned, and especially 
those on the Sub-Committee of the Disarmament Com
mission, to study the proposal of the Prime Minister of 
France for the allocation of funds resulting from dis
armament for improving the standards of living through
out the world and, in particular, in the less-developed 
countries; 

4. Recommends further that scientific search should 
be continued by each State, with appropriate consultation 
between Governments, for methods that would make 
possible thoroughly effective inspection and control of 
nuclear weapons material, having as its aim to facilitate 
the solution of the problem of comprehensive disarma
ment; 

5. Suggests that the Disarmament Commission re
convene its Sub-Committee and that both pursue their 
efforts to attain the above objectives; 

6. Decides to transmit to the Disarmament Commis
sion, for its information, the records of the meetings of 
the First Committee at which the disarmament problem 
was discussed during the tenth session of the General 
Assembly, and requests the Disarmament Commission 
and the Sub-Committee to give careful and early consid
eration to the views expressed in those documents. 

559th plenary meetinJl., 
16 December 1955. 

915 (X). The question of West Irian 
(West New Guinea) 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the item on the agenda of its tenth 
session entitled "The question of West lrian (West 
New Guinea)", 

H aping that the problem will be peacefully resolved, 

Noting the joint statement issued by the Governments 
of Indonesia and the Netherlands on 7 December 1955, 

Expresses the hope that the negotiations referred to 
in the said joint statement will be fruitful. 

559th plenary meeting, 
16 December 1955. 


