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718 (VIII). Admission of new Members

The General Assembly,

Having examined the report! of the Special Com-
mittee on Admission of New Members,

Considering that universality of membership in the
United Nations is subject only to the provisions of
the Charter,

Considering that the aims of the Charter of the
United Nations would be furthered through the co-
operation of all peace-loving States,

Believing that a new effort to find a solution to this
problem should be without prejudice to the juridical
positions maintained by individual Members of the
United Nations and to any further consideration of the
subject by the General Assembly,

1. Decides to establish a Committee of Good Of-
fices, consisting of the representatives of Egypt, the
Netherlands and Peru, empowered to consult with
members of the Security Council with the object of
exploring the possibilities of reaching an understanding
which would facilitate the admission of new Members
in accordance with Article 4 of the Charter;

2. Reguests the Committee of Good Offices to sub-
mit a report on its work to the General Assembly at
its eighth or, at the latest, at its ninth session.

453rd plenary meeting,
23 October 1953.

719 (VIII). Treatment of people of Indian
origin in the Union of South Africa

The General Assembly

1. Recalls that at its first, second, third, fifth, sixth
and seventh sessions it has given consideration to the
question of the treatment of people of Indian origin in
the Union of South Africa;

2. Further recalls:

(@) That resolution 44 (I) of 8 December 1946
expressed the opinion that the treatment of Indians

1 See document A/2400.

in the Union of South Africa should be in conform-
ity with the international obligations under the agree-
ments concluded between the Governments of India
and the Union of South Africa and the relevant pro-
visions of the Charter and requested the two Govern-
ments to report to the General Assembly on the meas-
ures adopted to this effect;

(b) That resolution 265 (III) of 14 May 1949 in-
vited the Governments of India, Pakistan and the Union
of South Africa to enter into discussion at a round
table conference, taking into consideration the Pur-
poses and Principles of the Charter and the Declara-
tion of Human Rights;

(¢) That resolution 395 (V) of 2 December 1950
held that a policy of “racial segregation” (apartheid)
was necessarily based on doctrines of racial discrim-
ination; repeated its recommendation that a round
table conference be held; and further recommended
that, in the event of failure to hold a conference or
reach agreement thereat, a commission of three mem-
bers be set up to assist the parties in carrying through
appropriate negotiations;

(d) That resolution 511 (VI) of 12 January 1952
reaffirmed the recommendation of resolution 395 (V)
that a three-member commission be established and
further requested the Secretary-General, in the event
of failure to establish such a commission, to lend his
assistance to the Governments concerned and if neces-
sary to appoint an individual who would render any
additional assistance deemed advisable;

(e) That resolution 615 (VII) of 5 December 1952
established a three-member United Nations Good Of-
fices Commission to arrange and assist in negotiations
between the Governments concerned in order that a
satisfactory solution in accordance with the Purposes
and Principles of the Charter and the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights might be achieved;

3. Also recalls that resolutions 395 (V), 511 (VI)
and 615 (VII) successively called on the Government
of the Union of South Africa to refrain from im-
plementing or enforcing the provisions of the Group
Areas Act;



