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vening a conference of plenipotentiaries with a view to
the framing and signature of a Convention on Freedom
of Information;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to submit the
Committee’s report, together with the draft or drafts
of the Convention prepared by the Committee, to the
various governments concerned for their consideration;

4. Invites the governments so consulted to trans-
mit their suggestions and observations to the Secretary-
General by 15 June 1951;

5. Recommends the Economic and Social Council
to consider the Committee’s report at its thirteenth
session and if it thinks fit, in the light of the Com-
mittee’s recommendations and the observations of gov-
ernments, and also taking into consideration the Gen-
eral Assembly’s wish that one or more conventions
to ensure freedom of information in the world should
be adopted as soon as possible, to convene a conference
of plenipotentiaries to meet as soon as possible and not
later than 1 February 1952, with a view to the framing
and signature of a Convention on Freedom of Informa-
tion, based on the draft or drafts prepared by the above-
mentioned Committee and on the observations of
governments.

325th plenary meeting,
14 December 1950

427 (V). Measures for the peaceful solution of
the problem of prisoners of war

The General Assembly,

Mndful that one of the principal Purposes of the
United Nations 1s to achieve international co-opera-
tion in solving international problems of a humani-
tarian character and in promoting and encouraging
;espelcl:t for human rights and fundamental freedoms
or all,

Constdering that the General Assembly may recom-
mend measures for the peaceful adjustment of any
situation, regardless of origin, which it deems likely
to impair the general welfare or friendly relations
among nations,

Believing that all prisoners having originally come
within the control of the Allied Powers as a conse-
quence of the Second World War should either have
been repatriated long since or have been otherwise
accounted for,

Recalling that this is required both by recognized
standards of international conduct and the Geneva
Convention of 1949'" for the protection of war victims,
and by specific agreements between the Allied Powers,

L. Expresses its concern at the information pre-
sented to it tending to show that large numbers of
prisoners taken in the course of the Second World
War have neither been repatriated nor otherwise ac-
counted for;

2. Calls upon all governments still having control
of such persons to act in conformity with the recog-
nized standards of international conduct and with the

17 See Gemeva Convention relative to the Treatment of
Prisoners of War of August 12, 1949, International Committee
of the Red Cross, Geneva 1949.

above-mentioned international agreements and conven-
tions which require that, upou the cessation of active
hostilities, all prisoners should, with the least possible
delay, be given an unrestricted opportunity of repatri
ation and, to that end, to publish and transmit to the
Secretary-General before 30 April 1951:

(@) The names of such prisoners still held by them,
the reasons for which they are still detained and the
places in which they are detained;

(b) The names of prisoners who have died while
under their control as well as the date and cause of
death, and the manuer and place of burial in each case;

3. Kequests the Secretary-General to establish an
Ad Hoc Commission composed of three qualified and
impartial persons chosen by the International Red
Cross or, failing that, by the Secretary-General him-
self, with a view to settling the question of the pris-
oners of war in a purely humanitarian spirit and on
terms acceptable to all the governments concerned.
The Commission shall convene at a suitable date after
30 April 1951 to examine and evaluate, in the light
of the information made available to the fifth session
of the General Assembly, the information furnished by
governments in accordance with the terms of the pre-
ceding paragraph. In the event that the Commission
considers that this information is inadequate or affords
reasonable ground for helieving that prisoners coming
within the custody or control of any foreign govern-
ment as a consequence of military operations of the
Second World War have not been repatriated or other-
wise accounted for, the General Assembly:

(@) Requests the Commission to seek from the gov-
ernments or authorities concerned full information
regarding such prisoners;

(b) Requests the Commission to assist all govern-
ments and authorities who so desire in arranging for
and facilitating the repatriation of such prisoners;

(¢) Authorizes the Commission to use the good
offices of any qualified and impartial person or organiza-
tion whom it considers might contribute to the repatri-
ation or accounting for of such prisoners;

(d) Urges all governments and authorities concerned
to co-operate fully with the Commission, to supply all
necessary information and to grant right of access to
their respective countries and to areas in which such
prisoners are detained ;

(e) Requests the Secretary-General to furnish the
Commission with the staff and facilities necessary for
the effective accomplishment of its task;

4. Urgently requests all the governments to make
the greatest possible efforts, based in particular on
the documentation to be provided, to search for pris-
oners of war whose absence has been reported and
who might be in their territories;

5. Directs the Commission to report as soon as prac-
ticable the results of its work to the Secretary-Gen-
eral for transmission to the Members of the United
Nations.

325th plenary snceting,
14 December 1950.



