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33/114. Comprehensive review of the whole accordance with the Charter, and to devote attention 
question of peace-keeping operations in to specific questions related to the practical implemen-
all their aspects tation of peace-keeping operations before the thirty­

fourth session of the General Assembly; 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 2006 (XIX) of 18 Feb­

ruary 1965, 2053 A (XX) of 15 December 1965, 
2249 (S-V) of 23 May 1967, 2308 (XXII) of 13 De­
cember 1967, 2451 (XXIII) of 19 December 1968, 
2670 (XXV) of 8 December 1970, 2835 (XXVI) 
of 1 7 December 1971, 2 965 ( XXVII) of 13 Decem­
ber 1972, 3091 (XXVIII) of 7 December 1973, 3239 
(XXIX) of 29 November 1974, 3457 (XXX) of 
10 December 1975, 31/105 of 15 December 1976 
and 32/106 of 15 December 1977, 

Reaffirming the responsibility of the United Nations 
for the maintenance of international peace and security 
as set out in the Charter of the United Nations, 

Also reaffirming the primary responsibility of the 
Security Council in this respect, 

Convinced that in this framework peace-keeping 
operations of the United Nations, conducted with the 
consent of the host country and respect for its sover­
eignty and territorial integrity, consistent with the 
Charter, are an essential function of the United Na­
tions, though not a substitute for the peaceful settle­
ment of disputes and therefore of a temporary nature, 

Expressing its concern at the lack of progress during 
the last year in the completion of agreed guidelines for 
conducting peace-keeping operations of the United 
Nations as requested in its resolution 32/106, 

Commending the Secretary-General for the way in 
which he is carrying out peace-keeping operations of 
the United Nations decided upon by the Security 
Council, 

Paying tribute to the memory of all those who have 
lost their lives in United Nations peace-keeping opera­
tions, 

Affirming that the principle of equitable geographical 
representation should be reflected in the composition 
of peace-keeping forces of the United Nations, 

Determined to pursue its efforts towards strength­
ening international peace and security, 

l. Appeals to Member States to support peace­
keeping operations of the United Nations, decided upon 
in accordance with the purposes, principles and pro­
visions of the Charter of the United Nations and con­
ducted, within this framework, with the consent of 
the host countries; 

2. Stresses the responsibility of Member States, in 
accordance with the Charter, to share equitably the 
financial burdens of such operations, which should 
continue to be conducted with maximum efficiency and 
economy; 

3. Appeals to Member States further to strengthen 
the peace-keeping capabilities of the United Nations 
by supplementary assistance to peace-keeping opera­
tions, in particular through logistic support and through 
making available to the United Nations any other 
peace-keeping potential to the best of their means; 

4. Urges the Special Committee on Peace-keeping 
Operations to expedite its work for an early completion 
of agreed guidelines, which will govern the conduct 
of peace-keeping operations of the United Nations in 

5. Invites all interested Member States to con­
sider the possibility of training their personnel for 
peace-keeping operations of the United Nations and 
to share, inter alia, by means of reports to the Secre­
ta~-General for consideration by the Special Com­
m1!tee o~ Peace-keepin_g Operatio!1s, experience already 
gau_1ed m peace-keepmg operations and in existing 
national programmes for peace-keeping training; 

6. Invites all interested Member States to consider 
supplying the Secretary-General with up-to-date in­
formation relating to possible stand-by capacities in­
cluding logistics, which could, without prejudice t~ the 
sovereign decision of the Member State on each oc­
casion, be made available if required; 

1. Urges all concerned to extend their fullest co­
oper~tion to en~ure the effective functioning of peace­
keepmg operations of the United Nations and in 
particular, the safety of all persons involved therei~; 

. 8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of 
1~s thirty_-fourth session the item entitled "Comprehen­
sive review of the whole question of peace-keeping 
operations in all their aspects". 
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33/115. Questions relating to information 

A 

CO-OPERATION AND ASSISTANCE IN THE APPLICATION 
AND IMPROVEMENT OF NATIONAL INFORMATION AND 
MASS COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS FOR SOCIAL PRO­
GRESS AND DEVELOPMENT 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 1778 (XVII) of 7 Decem­
ber 1962 and convinced that the establishment and/or 
development of national information and mass com­
munication systems will play an important role in 
the promotion of opportunities for the peoples of the 
developing nations to participate fully in national de­
velopment and in the promotion of international co­
operation, including the efforts to achieve the goals 
of the International Development Strategy for the 
Second United Nations Development Decade and the 
establishment of the new international economic order, 

Recalling its resolution 3148 (XXVIII) of 14 De­
cember 1973 and convinced that the establishment 
and/ or the improvement of national information and 
mass communication systems will greatly help preserve 
and enhance the cultural values of a country and will 
be one of the most efficient methods for transmitting 
scientific and technological knowledge and the cultural 
values of a country, 

Recalling its resolution 31 / 139 of 16 December 
1976, in which, inter alia, it established the need to 
discuss this item and requested the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization to 
continue and intensify its programme for the develop­
ment of mass communication systems, especially for 
the benefit of developing countries, 
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Desirous that the benefits of co-operation and as­
sistance in the application and the establishment and/ 
or improvement of national information and mass 
communication systems for social progress and devel­
opment be considered with a view to disseminating 
those benefits to all countries regardless of their stages 
of economic and social development, 

Recognizing that the potential of the field of com­
munications should be applicable to all developing 
countries so that it could be used appropriately to en­
hance further the economic and social progress of 
developing countries and to allow all developing coun­
tries to have equal access to communication technology 
and principles in order to develop and operate their 
own communication systems and policies and to have 
equal access to the channels of information, 

Noting with appreciation the relevant decisions in 
the field of mass communications adopted by the Gen­
eral Conference of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and CUltural Organization at its twentieth 
session, 

Taking into consideration the need for finding ways 
to improve existing channels of communication within 
the United Nations and between developing countries, 

Convinced that consideration of ways and means 
of achieving the application and improvement of na­
tional information and mass communication systems 
for social progress and development will pave the way 
for improved international co-operation in the field of 
mass communications, 

l. Takes note with appreciation of the report of 
the Director-General of the United Nations Educa­
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization, prepared 
in co-operation with the International Telecommunica­
tion Union ;23 

2. Invites the Secretary-General, in co-operation 
with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization and other specialized agencies 
as well as interested organizations, to carry out con­
sultations on ways and means by which assistance for 
developing countries can be increased in the field of 
communication technology and systems for their so­
cial progress and economic development; 

3. Requests the Director-General of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza­
tion, on the basis of the result of the consultations 
referred to in paragraph 2 above, to draw up a model 
plan for co-operation and assistance in the application 
and improvement of national information and mass 
communication systems for social progress and devel­
opment, including the elaboration of a proposal for 
institutional arrangements to systematize collaborative 
consultation on communication development activities, 
needs and plans; 

4. Requests the Director-General of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza­
tion to submit a progress report, in pursuance of para­
graph 3 above, to the General Assembly at its thirty­
fourth session; 

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of 
its thirty-fourth session the item entitled "Co-operation 
and assistance in the application and improvement of 
national information and mass communication systems 

23 A/33/144, annex. 

for social progress and development" and to consider 
it at that session as a matter of priority. 

B 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS IN THE SPHERE OF 
INFORMATION AND MASS COMMUNICATIONS 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 3535 (XXX) of 17 De­
cember 1975 and 31/139 of 16 December 1976 and 
other relevant resolutions of the General Assembly 
relating to the question of information, 

Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 
( S-VI) of 1 May 197 4 containing the Declaration and 
the Programme of Action on the Establishment of a 
New International Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 
12 December 1974 containing the Charter of Economic 
Rights and Duties of States and 3362 (S-VII) of 
16 September 1975 on development and international 
economic co-operation, 

Taking note of the decisions and recommendations 
on the question of information made by the Fifth Con­
ference of Heads of State or Government of Non­
Aligned Countries, held at Colombo from 16 to 19 
August 1976,24 and the Conference of Ministers for 
Foreign Affairs of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Bel­
grade from 25 to 30 July 1978,25 and by the regional 
conferences on the same subject organized by the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization, 

A ware of the fundamental contribution that the in­
formation media can make to the establishment of 
the new international economic order and to the 
strengthening of peace and international understand­
ing, 

. Taking note with satisfaction of the report of the 
Director-General of the United Nations Educational 
Scientific and Cultural Organization26 and of that or~ 
ganization's contribution to international co-operation 
in the field of information and communication, 

Recalling the relevant decisions on information and 
mass communications adopted by the General Con­
ference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization at its nineteenth and twen­
tieth sessions, 

Recalling the Declaration on Fundamental Prin­
ciples concerning the Contribution of the Mass Media 
to Strengthening Peace and International Understand­
ing, to the Promotion of Human Rights and to Coun­
tering Racialism, Apartheid and Incitement to War 
adopted by the General Conference of the United Na­
tions Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
at its twentieth session, 

Reaffirming the manifest need to change the de­
pendent status of the developing countries in the sphere 
of information and communication, 

A ware of the need to mobilize assistance and make 
maximum use of all avenues of co-operation for the 
development of the information and communication 
systems of the developing countries, 

24 A/31/197, annex IV, sect. A, resolution 16. 
25 A/33/206, annex I, paras. 163-173. 
26 A/33/144, annex. 



74 General Assembly-Thirty-third Session 

Taking into account the widespread hopes that the 
United Nations and the specialized agencies, notably 
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization, will help to establish a new, more just 
and better balanced world information and communica­
tion order, 

1. Affirms the need to establish a new, more just 
and more effective world information and communica­
tion order, intended to strengthen peace and interna­
tional understanding and based on the free circulation 
and wider and better-balanced dissemination of infor­
mation; 

2. Approves the efforts being made to establish 
this new world order, which should reflect in particular 
the concerns and legitimate aspirations of the devel­
oping countries and the views expressed at the twen­
tieth session of the General Conference of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organi­
zation; 

3. Stresses the essential role of the United Nations 
system in the attainment of this objective; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to take the 
necessary measures to encourage, through the special­
ized agencies, especially the United Nations Educa­
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization, co-opera­
tion and assistance conducive to strengthening the 
information and communication systems of the devel­
oping countries; 

5. Requests the specialized agencies to provide co­
operation and assistance to the developing countries 
in order to help them to identify and eliminate obstacles 
to the establishment of greater reciprocity in the cir­
culation of information and to define needs and objec­
tives in the communication sector by drawing up action 
programmes and mobilizing the necessary resources to 
increase their ability to produce and disseminate in­
formation; 

6. Expresses its satisfaction to the Director-General 
of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul­
tural Organization for his efforts in the sphere of in­
formation and communication and requests him to 
submit to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth 
session a report on the activities of that organization in 
the field of information and mass communications; 

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of 
its thirty-fourth session an item entitled "International 
relations in the sphere of information and mass com­
munications". 

C 
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UNITED NATIONS PUBLIC INFORMATION POLICIES 
AND ACTIVITIES 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3535 (XXX) of 17 De­
cember 1975 and other relevant resolutions of the 
General Assembly relating to the question of informa­
tion, 

Bearing in mind the report of the Secretary-General 
on United Nations public information policies and ac­
tivities,27 

27 A/33/146. 

Conscious of the important role which the United 
Nations public information services should play in 
better disseminating to world public opinion the aims 
and achievements of the United Nations, 

Recognizing to that end the valuable assistance 
which Member States, the specialized agencies and 
non-governmental organizations concerned can give to 
the work of the United Nations public information 
services, 

Convinced of the need to strengthen and co-ordinate 
the activities and programmes of the United Nations 
system in the field of information and mass com­
munications, 

Bearing in mind the need to have Member States 
participate more actively in framing policies and pro­
grammes of the United Nations system in the field of 
information and mass communications, 

Recognizing further the essential role of information 
in the implementation of international decisions con­
cerning economic and social development, especially 
those concerning the establishment of the new interna­
tional economic order, 

Recognizing to that end the important role which 
can be played by the Division for Economic and Social 
Information of the Department of Public Information 
of the Secretariat, 

Considering the need to maintain a balance in the 
use of the official languages of the United Nations in 
information handled and disseminated by the Depart­
ment of Public Information, 

l. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Gen­
eral27 submitted in pursuance of General Assembly 
resolution 3535 (XXX) and observes with satisfaction 
the great interest taken by the Secretary-General in 
improving United Nations public information serv­
ices; 

2. Reaffirms the necessity to foster in world opinion 
better knowledge of the aims and achievements of the 
United Nations, including the principles and purposes 
of the new international economic order; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to take the 
necessary measures to ensure the close collaboration 
of Member States, the specialized agencies, non-govern­
mental organizations and other information bodies in 
framing public information policies and programmes 
of the United Nations system; 

4. Decides to establish a Committee to Review 
United Nations Public Information Policies and Ac­
tivities, consisting of forty-one Member States; 

5. Requests the President of the General Assembly, 
having consulted the regional groups, to appoint the 
members of the Committee on the basis of equitable 
geographical distribution; 

6. Requests the Committee to submit a report to 
the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth session on 
the policies and activities of the public information 
services of the United Nations system, giving particular 
attention to activities in the economic and social sphere; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to take the nec­
essary measures to enable the Department of Public 
Information to maintain an adequate balance in the 
use of the official languages of the United Nations with, 
inter alia, an increase in the number of publications 
in the languages which such balance would require; 
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8. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a 
report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth 
session on developments in the activities of the public 
information services of the Secretariat; 

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of 
its thirty-fourth session the item entitled "United Na­
tions public information policies and activities". 

* 
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* * 
The President of the General Assembly subsequently in­

formed the Secretary-General2 B that, in accordance with para­
graph 5 of resolution C above, he had appointed the members 
of the Committee to Review United Nations Public Information 
PoUcies and Activities. 

As a result, the Committee is composed of the following 
Member States: ARGENTINA, BENIN, CHILE, COLOMBIA, CoNGo, 

CYPRUS, EcUADOR, EGYPT, EL SALVADOR, ETHIOPIA, FINLAND, 

FRANCE, GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC, GERMANY, FEDERAL 
REPUBLIC OF, GUATEMALA, GUINEA, INDIA, ITALY, IVORY 

COAST, JAPAN, JORDAN, LEBANON, NIGER, NIGERIA, PERU, 
PHILIPPINES, ROMANIA, SOMALIA, SPAIN, SRI LANKA, SYRIAN 
ARAB REPUBLIC, TOGO, TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, TUNISIA, TUR­
KEY, UKRAINIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC, UNION OF SOVIET 
SoCIALIST REPUBLICS, UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN 
AND NORTHERN IRELAND, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, YEMEN 

and YUGOSLAVIA. 

33/138. Question of the composition of the rele­
vant organs of the United Nations: 
amendments to rules 31 and 38 of the 
rules of procedure of the General 
Assembly 

The General Assembly, 

Recognizing that the composition of the various 
organs of the United Nations should be so constituted 
as to ensure their representative character, 

Taking into account the considerable increase in 
the membership of the United Nations, 

Recalling its resolution 1990 (XVIII) of 17 De­
cember 1963, 

Taking also into account that the General Committee 
of the General Assembly should be enlarged with a 
view to providing for a more adequate geographical 
representation, 

Believing that it is desirable to distribute the vice­
presidencies of the General Assembly and the chair­
manships of the Main Committees separately between 
the African and Asian States, 

Noting that the General Committee is composed of 
the President of the General Assembly, the Vice-Presi­
dents of the Assembly and the Chairmen of the Main 
Committees, 

l. Decides to amend rules 31 and 38 of its rules 
of procedure as follows: 

"Rule 31 

"The General Assembly shall elect a President 
and twenty-one Vice-Presidents, who shall hold of-

2s A/33/561 and Corr.1 and Add.1. 

flee until the close of the session at which they are 
elected. The Vice-Presidents shall be elected, after 
the election of the Chairmen of the seven Main Com­
mittees referred to in rule 98, in such a way as to 
ensure the representative character of the General 
Committee." 

"Rule 38 

"The General Committee shall comprise the Presi­
dent of the General Assembly, who shall preside, 
the twenty-one Vice-Presidents and the Chairmen 
of the seven Main Committees. No two members of 
the General Committee shall be members of the 
same delegation, and it shall be so constituted as to 
ensure its representative character. Chairmen of 
other committees upon which all Members have the 
right to be represented and which are established 
by the General Assembly to meet during the session 
shall be entitled to attend meetings of the General 
Committee and may participate without vote in the 
discussions." 

2. Decides to replace the annex to General As­
sembly resolution 1990 (XVIII) by the annex to the 
present resolution concerning the election of the Presi­
dent_ of the General Assembly, the twenty-one Vice­
Presidents of the Assembly and the seven Chairmen of 
the Main Committees; 

3. Decides to include in the agenda of its thirty­
fourth session the item entitled "Question of the com­
position of the relevant organs of the United Nations". 
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ANNEX 

I. In the election of the President of the General Assembly, 
regard shall be had for equitable geographical rotation of this 
office among the regions mentioned in paragraph 4 below. 

2. The twenty-one Vice-Presidents of the General Assembly 
shall be elected according to the following pattern, subject to 
paragraph 3 below: 

(a) Six representatives from African States; 

( b) Five representatives from Asian States; 

(c) One representative from an Eastern European State; 

(d) Three representatives from Latin American States; 

(e) Two representatives from Western European or other 
States; 

(f) Five representatives from the permanent members of 
the Security Council. 

. 3. The election of the President of the General Assembly 
will, however, have the effect of reducing by one the number 
of vice-presidencies aUocated to the region from which the 
President is elected. 

4. The seven Chairmen of the Main Committees shall be 
elected according to the following pattern: 

(a) Two representatives from African States; 

(b) One representative from an Asian State; 

(c) One representative from an Eastern European State; 

(d) One representative from a Latin American State; 

(e) One representative from a Western European or other 
State; 

(j) The seventh chairmanship shall rotate every alternate 
year among representatives of States mentioned in subpara­
graphs (b) and (d) above. 


