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Agenda item 12
Draft plan of implementation of the World Summit on
Sustainable Development

Draft report of the Main Committee

At its ___ meeting, on __ August/September, the Main Committee approved
chapter III of the draft plan of implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable
Development and recommended it to the Summit for adoption. The chapter read as
follows:

III. Changing unsustainable patterns of consumption
and production

13. Fundamental changes in the way societies produce and consume are
indispensable for achieving global sustainable development. All countries should
promote sustainable consumption and production patterns, with the developed
countries taking the lead and with all countries benefiting from the process, taking
into account the Rio principles, including, inter alia, the principle of common but
differentiated responsibilities as set out in principle 7 of the Rio Declaration on
Environment and Development. Governments, relevant international organizations,
the private sector and all major groups should play an active role in changing
unsustainable consumption and production patterns. This would include the actions
at all levels set out below.

14. [Agreed] Encourage and promote the development of a 10-year framework of
programmes in support of regional and national initiatives to accelerate the shift
towards sustainable consumption and production to promote social and economic
development within the carrying capacity of ecosystems by addressing and, where
appropriate, delinking economic growth and environmental degradation through
improving efficiency and sustainability in the use of resources and production
processes, and reducing resource degradation, pollution and waste. All countries
should take action, with developed countries taking the lead, taking into account the
development needs and capabilities of developing countries through mobilization,
from all sources, of financial and technical assistance and capacity-building for
developing countries. This would require actions at all levels to:
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(a) [Agreed ad referendum] Identify specific activities, tools, policies,
measures and monitoring and assessment mechanisms, including, where appropriate,
life-cycle analysis and national indicators for measuring progress, bearing in mind
that standards applied by some countries may be inappropriate and of unwarranted
economic and social cost to other countries, in particular developing countries;

(b) [Agreed] Adopt and implement policies and measures aimed at
promoting sustainable patterns of production and consumption, applying, inter alia,
the polluter-pays principle described in principle 16 of the Rio Declaration on
Environment and Development;

(c) [Agreed] Develop production and consumption policies to improve the
products and services provided, while reducing environmental and health impacts,
using, where appropriate, science-based approaches, such as life-cycle analysis;

(d) [Agreed] Develop awareness-raising programmes on the importance of
sustainable production and consumption patterns, particularly among youth and the
relevant segments in all countries, especially in developed countries, through, inter
alia, education, public and consumer information, advertising and other media,
taking into account local, national and regional cultural values;

(e) [Agreed] Develop and adopt, where appropriate, on a voluntary basis,
effective, transparent, verifiable, non-misleading and non-discriminatory consumer
information tools to provide information relating to sustainable consumption and
production, including human health and safety aspects. These tools should not be
used as disguised trade barriers;

(f) [Agreed ad referendum] Increase eco-efficiency, with financial support
from all sources, where mutually agreed, for capacity-building, technology transfer
and exchange of technology with developing countries and countries with
economies in transition, in cooperation with relevant international organizations.

15. [Agreed] Increase investment in cleaner production and eco-efficiency in all
countries through, inter alia, incentives and support schemes and policies directed at
establishing appropriate regulatory, financial and legal frameworks. This would
include actions at all levels to:

(a) [Agreed] Establish and support cleaner production programmes and
centres and more efficient production methods by providing, inter alia, incentives
and capacity-building to assist enterprises, especially small and medium-sized
enterprises and particularly in developing countries, in improving productivity and
sustainable development;

(b) [Agreed] Provide incentives for investment in cleaner production and
eco-efficiency in all countries, such as state-financed loans, venture capital,
technical assistance and training programmes for small and medium-sized
companies while avoiding trade-distorting measures inconsistent with WTO rules;

(c) [Agreed] Collect and disseminate information on cost-effective examples
in cleaner production, eco-efficiency and environmental management, and promote
the exchange of best practices and know-how on environmentally sound
technologies between public and private institutions;

(d) [Agreed] Provide training programmes to small and medium-sized
enterprises on the use of information and communication technologies.
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16. [Agreed] Integrate the issue of production and consumption patterns into
sustainable development policies, programmes and strategies, including, where
applicable, into poverty reduction strategies.

17. [Agreed] Enhance corporate environmental and social responsibility and
accountability. This would include actions at all levels to:

(a) [Agreed] Encourage industry to improve social and environmental
performance through voluntary initiatives, including environmental management
systems, codes of conduct, certification and public reporting on environmental and
social issues, taking into account such initiatives as the International Organization
for Standardization (ISO) standards and Global Reporting Initiative guidelines on
sustainability reporting, bearing in mind principle 11 of the Rio Declaration on
Environment and Development;

(b) [Agreed] Encourage dialogue between enterprises and the communities in
which they operate and other stakeholders;

(c) [Agreed] Encourage financial institutions to incorporate sustainable
development considerations into their decision-making processes;

(d) [Agreed] Develop workplace-based partnerships and programmes,
including training and education programmes.

18. [Agreed] Encourage relevant authorities at all levels to take sustainable
development considerations into account in decision-making, including on national
and local development planning, investment in infrastructure, business development
and public procurement. This would include actions at all levels to:

(a) [Agreed] Provide support for the development of sustainable
development strategies and programmes, including in decision-making on
investment in infrastructure and business development;

(b) [Agreed] Continue to promote the internalization of environmental costs
and the use of economic instruments, taking into account the approach that the
polluter should, in principle, bear the costs of pollution, with due regard to the
public interest and without distorting international trade and investment;

(c) [Agreed] Promote public procurement policies that encourage
development and diffusion of environmentally sound goods and services;

(d) [Agreed] Provide capacity-building and training to assist relevant
authorities with regard to the implementation of the initiatives listed in the present
paragraph;

(e) [Agreed ad referendum] Use environmental impact assessment
procedures.

*  *  *

19. [Agreed] Call upon Governments, as well as relevant regional and
international organizations and other relevant stakeholders, to implement, taking
into account national and regional specificities and circumstances, the
recommendations and conclusions of the Commission on Sustainable Development
concerning energy for sustainable development adopted at its ninth session,
including the issues and options set out below, bearing in mind that in view of the
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different contributions to global environmental degradation, States have common
but differentiated responsibilities. This would include actions at all levels to:

(a) [Agreed] Take further action to mobilize the provision of financial
resources, technology transfer, capacity-building and the diffusion of
environmentally sound technologies according to the recommendations and
conclusions of the Commission on Sustainable Development as contained in section
A, paragraph 3, and section D, paragraph 30, of its decision 9/1 on energy for
sustainable development;

(b) [Agreed] Integrate energy considerations, including energy efficiency,
affordability and accessibility, into socio-economic programmes, especially into
policies of major energy-consuming sectors, and into the planning, operation and
maintenance of long-lived energy consuming infrastructures, such as the public
sector, transport, industry, agriculture, urban land use, tourism and construction
sectors;

(c) [Agreed] Develop and disseminate alternative energy technologies with
the aim of giving a greater share of the energy mix to renewable energies, improving
energy efficiency and greater reliance on advanced energy technologies, including
cleaner fossil fuel technologies;

(d) [Agreed] Combine, as appropriate, the increased use of renewable energy
resources, more efficient use of energy, greater reliance on advanced energy
technologies, including advanced and cleaner fossil fuel technologies, and the
sustainable use of traditional energy resources, which could meet the growing need
for energy services in the longer term to achieve sustainable development;

(e) Diversify energy supply by developing advanced, cleaner, more efficient,
affordable and cost-effective energy technologies, including fossil fuel technologies
and renewable energy technologies, hydro included, and their transfer to developing
countries on concessional terms as mutually agreed. With a sense of urgency,
substantially increase the global share of renewable energy sources with the
objective of increasing its contribution to total energy supply, recognizing the role of
national and voluntary regional targets as well as initiatives, where they exist, and
ensuring that energy policies are supportive to developing countries’ efforts to
eradicate poverty, and regularly evaluate available data to review progress to this
end;

(f) [Agreed] Support efforts, including through provision of financial and
technical assistance to developing countries, with the involvement of the private
sector, to reduce flaring and venting of gas associated with crude oil production;

(g) [Agreed] Develop and utilize indigenous energy sources and
infrastructures for various local uses and promote rural community participation,
including local Agenda 21 groups, with the support of the international community,
in developing and utilizing renewable energy technologies to meet their daily energy
needs to find simple and local solutions;

(h) [Agreed] Establish domestic programmes for energy efficiency,
including, as appropriate, by accelerating the deployment of energy efficiency
technologies, with the necessary support of the international community;

(i) [Agreed] Accelerate the development, dissemination and deployment of
affordable and cleaner energy efficiency and energy conservation technologies, as
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well as the transfer of such technologies, in particular to developing countries, on
favourable terms, including on concessional and preferential terms, as mutually
agreed;

(j) [Agreed] Recommend that international financial institutions and other
agencies’ policies support developing countries, as well as countries with economies
in transition, in their own efforts to establish policy and regulatory frameworks
which create a level playing field between the following: renewable energy, energy
efficiency, advanced energy technologies, including advanced and cleaner fossil fuel
technologies, and centralized, distributed and decentralized energy systems;

(k) [Agreed] Promote increased research and development in the field of
various energy technologies, including renewable energy, energy efficiency and
advanced energy technologies, including advanced and cleaner fossil fuel
technologies, both nationally and through international collaboration; strengthen
national and regional research and development institutions/centres on reliable,
affordable, economically viable, socially acceptable and environmentally sound
energy for sustainable development;

(l) [Agreed] Promote networking between centres of excellence on energy
for sustainable development, including regional networks, by linking competent
centres on energy technologies for sustainable development that could support and
promote efforts at capacity-building and technology transfer activities, particularly
of developing countries, as well as serve as information clearing houses;

(m) [Agreed] Promote education to provide information for both men and
women about available energy sources and technologies;

(n) [Agreed] Utilize financial instruments and mechanisms, in particular the
Global Environment Facility (GEF), within its mandate, to provide financial
resources to developing countries, in particular least developed countries and small
island developing States, to meet their capacity needs for training, technical know-
how and strengthening national institutions in reliable, affordable, economically
viable, socially acceptable and environmentally sound energy, including promoting
energy efficiency and conservation, renewable energy and advanced energy
technologies, including advanced and cleaner fossil fuel technologies;

(o) [Agreed] Support efforts to improve the functioning, transparency and
information about energy markets with respect to both supply and demand, with the
aim of achieving greater stability and predictability and to ensure consumer access
to reliable, affordable, economically viable, socially acceptable and environmentally
sound energy services;

(p) [Agreed] Policies to reduce market distortions would promote energy
systems compatible with sustainable development through the use of improved
market signals and by removing market distortions, including restructuring taxation
and phasing out harmful subsidies, where they exist, to reflect their environmental
impacts, with such policies taking fully into account the specific needs and
conditions of developing countries with the aim of minimizing the possible adverse
impacts on their development;

(q) Take action, where appropriate, to phase out subsidies in this area that
inhibit sustainable development, taking fully into account the specific conditions
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and different levels of development of individual countries and considering their
adverse effect, particularly on developing countries;

(r) [Agreed] Governments are encouraged to improve the functioning of
national energy markets in such a way that they support sustainable development,
overcome market barriers and improve accessibility, taking fully into account that
such policies should be decided by each country, and that its own characteristics and
capabilities and level of development should be considered, especially as reflected
in national sustainable development strategies, where they exist;

(s) [Agreed] Strengthen national and regional energy institutions or
arrangements for enhancing regional and international cooperation on energy for
sustainable development, in particular to assist developing countries in their
domestic efforts to provide reliable, affordable, economically viable, socially
acceptable and environmentally sound energy services to all sections of their
populations;

(t) [Agreed] Countries are urged to develop and implement actions within
the framework of the ninth session of the Commission on Sustainable Development,
including through public-private partnerships, taking into account the different
circumstances of countries, based on lessons learned by Governments, international
institutions and stakeholders and including business and industry, in the field of
access to energy, including renewable energy and energy-efficiency and advanced
energy technologies, including advanced and cleaner fossil fuel technologies;

(u) [Agreed] Promote cooperation between international and regional
institutions and bodies dealing with different aspects of energy for sustainable
development within their existing mandate, bearing in mind paragraph 46 (h) of the
Programme of Action for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21, strengthening,
as appropriate, regional and national activities for the promotion of education and
capacity-building regarding energy for sustainable development;

(v) [Agreed] Strengthen and facilitate, as appropriate, regional cooperation
arrangements for promoting cross-border energy trade, including the interconnection
of electricity grids and oil and natural gas pipelines;

(w) [Agreed] Strengthen and, where appropriate, facilitate dialogue forums
among regional, national and international producers and consumers of energy.

*  *  *

20. [Agreed] Promote an integrated approach to policy-making at the national,
regional and local levels for transport services and systems to promote sustainable
development, including policies and planning for land use, infrastructure, public
transport systems and goods delivery networks, with a view to providing safe,
affordable and efficient transportation, increasing energy efficiency, reducing
pollution, reducing congestion, reducing adverse health effects and limiting urban
sprawl, taking into account national priorities and circumstances. This would
include actions at all levels to:

(a) [Agreed] Implement transport strategies for sustainable development,
reflecting specific regional, national and local conditions, so as to improve the
affordability, efficiency and convenience of transportation, as well as improving
urban air quality and health, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions, including
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through the development of better vehicle technologies that are more
environmentally sound, affordable and socially acceptable;

(b) [Agreed] Promote investment and partnerships for the development of
sustainable, energy efficient multi-modal transportation systems, including public
mass transportation systems and better transportation systems in rural areas, with
technical and financial assistance for developing countries and countries with
economies in transition.

*  *  *

21. [Agreed] Prevent and minimize waste and maximize reuse, recycling and use
of environmentally friendly alternative materials, with the participation of
government authorities and all stakeholders, in order to minimize adverse effects on
the environment and improve resource efficiency, with financial, technical and other
assistance for developing countries. This would include actions at all levels to:

(a) [Agreed] Develop waste management systems, with highest priorities
placed on waste prevention and minimization, reuse and recycling, and
environmentally sound disposal facilities, including technology to recapture the
energy contained in waste, and encourage small-scale waste-recycling initiatives
that support urban and rural waste management and provide income-generating
opportunities, with international support for developing countries;

(b) [Agreed] Promote waste prevention and minimization by encouraging
production of reusable consumer goods and biodegradable products and developing
the infrastructure required.

*  *  *

22. [Agreed] Renew the commitment, as advanced in Agenda 21, to sound
management of chemicals throughout their life cycle and of hazardous wastes for
sustainable development and for the protection of human health and the
environment, inter alia, aiming to achieve by 2020 that chemicals are used and
produced in ways that lead to the minimization of significant adverse effects on
human health and the environment, using transparent science-based risk assessment
procedures and science-based risk management procedures, taking into account the
precautionary approach, as set out in principle 15 of the Rio Declaration on
Environment and Development, and support developing countries in strengthening
their capacity for the sound management of chemicals and hazardous wastes by
providing technical and financial assistance. This would include actions at all levels
to:

(a) [Agreed] Promote the ratification and implementation of relevant
international instruments on chemicals and hazardous waste, including the
Rotterdam Convention on Prior Informed Consent Procedures for Certain Hazardous
Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade so that it can enter into force by
2003 and the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants so that it can
enter into force by 2004, and encourage and improve coordination as well as
supporting developing countries in their implementation;

(b) [Agreed] Further develop a strategic approach to international chemicals
management based on the Bahia Declaration and Priorities for Action beyond 2000
of the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety (IFCS) by 2005, and urge that
the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), IFCS, other international
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organizations dealing with chemical management, and other relevant international
organizations and actors closely cooperate in this regard, as appropriate;

(c) [Agreed] Encourage countries to implement the new globally harmonized
system for the classification and labelling of chemicals as soon as possible with a
view to having the system fully operational by 2008;

(d) [Agreed] Encourage partnerships to promote activities aimed at
enhancing environmentally sound management of chemicals and hazardous wastes,
implementing multilateral environmental agreements, raising awareness of issues
relating to chemicals and hazardous waste, and encouraging the collection and use
of additional scientific data;

(e) [Agreed] Promote efforts to prevent international illegal trafficking of
hazardous chemicals and hazardous wastes and to prevent damage resulting from the
transboundary movement and disposal of hazardous wastes in a manner consistent
with obligations under relevant international instruments, such as the Basel
Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and
Their Disposal;

(f) [Agreed] Encourage development of coherent and integrated information
on chemicals, such as through national pollutant release and transfer registers;

(g) [Agreed] Promote reduction of the risks posed by heavy metals that are
harmful to human health and the environment, including through a review of
relevant studies, such as the UNEP global assessment of mercury and its
compounds.


