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Agenda item 12
Draft plan of implementation of the World Summit on
Sustainable Development

Draft report of the Main Committee

At its ___ meeting, on __ September, the Main Committee approved chapter II
of the draft plan of implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable
Development and recommended it to the Summit for adoption. The chapter read as
follows:

II. Poverty eradication

6. [Agreed] Eradicating poverty is the greatest global challenge facing the world
today and an indispensable requirement for sustainable development, particularly for
developing countries. Although each country has the primary responsibility for its
own sustainable development and poverty eradication and the role of national
policies and development strategies cannot be overemphasized, concerted and
concrete measures are required at all levels to enable developing countries to
achieve their sustainable development goals as related to the internationally agreed
poverty-related targets and goals, including those contained in Agenda 21, the
relevant outcomes of other United Nations conferences and the United Nations
Millennium Declaration. This would include actions at all levels to:

(a) [Agreed] Halve, by the year 2015, the proportion of the world’s people
whose income is less than $1 a day and the proportion of people who suffer from
hunger and, by the same date, to halve the proportion of people without access to
safe drinking water;

(b) [Agreed] Establish a world solidarity fund to eradicate poverty and to
promote social and human development in the developing countries pursuant to
modalities to be determined by the General Assembly, while stressing the voluntary
nature of the contributions, the need to avoid duplication of existing United Nations
funds, and encouraging the role of the private sector and individual citizens relative
to Governments in funding the endeavours;

(c) [Agreed] Develop national programmes for sustainable development and
local and community development, where appropriate within country-owned poverty
reduction strategies, to promote the empowerment of people living in poverty and
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their organizations. These programmes should reflect their priorities and enable
them to increase access to productive resources, public services and institutions, in
particular land, water, employment opportunities, credit, education and health;

(d) [Agreed] Promote women’s equal access to and full participation, on the
basis of equality with men, in decision-making at all levels, mainstreaming gender
perspectives in all policies and strategies, eliminating all forms of violence and
discrimination against women, and improving the status, health and economic
welfare of women and girls through full and equal access to economic opportunity,
land, credit, education and health-care services;

(e) [Agreed] Develop policies and ways and means to improve access by
indigenous people and their communities to economic activities, and increase their
employment through, where appropriate, such measures as training, technical
assistance and credit facilities. Recognize that traditional and direct dependence on
renewable resources and ecosystems, including sustainable harvesting, continues to
be essential to the cultural, economic and physical well-being of indigenous people
and their communities;

(f) [Agreed] Deliver basic health services for all and reduce environmental
health threats, taking into account the special needs of children and the linkages
between poverty, health and environment, with provision of financial resources,
technical assistance and knowledge transfer to developing countries and countries
with economies in transition;

(g) [Agreed] Ensure that children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be
able to complete a full course of primary schooling and will have equal access to all
levels of education;

(h) [Agreed] Provide access to agricultural resources for people living in
poverty, especially women and indigenous communities, and promote, as
appropriate, land tenure arrangements that recognize and protect indigenous and
common property resource management systems;

(i) [Agreed] Build basic rural infrastructure, diversify the economy and
improve transportation and access to markets, market information and credit for the
rural poor to support sustainable agriculture and rural development;

(j) [Agreed] Transfer basic sustainable agricultural techniques and
knowledge, including natural resource management, to small and medium-scale
farmers, fishers and the rural poor, especially in developing countries, including
through multi-stakeholder approaches and public-private partnerships aimed at
increasing agriculture production and food security;

(k) [Agreed] Increase food availability and affordability, including through
harvest and food technology and management, as well as equitable and efficient
distribution systems, by promoting, for example, community-based partnerships
linking urban and rural people and enterprises;

(l) [Agreed] Combat desertification and mitigate the effects of drought and
floods through such measures as improved use of climate and weather information
and forecasts, early warning systems, land and natural resource management,
agricultural practices and ecosystem conservation in order to reverse current trends
and minimize degradation of land and water resources, including through the
provision of adequate and predictable financial resources to implement the United
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Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing
Serious Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa, as one of the tools for
poverty eradication;

(m) [Agreed] Increase access to sanitation to improve human health and
reduce infant and child mortality, prioritizing water and sanitation in national
sustainable development strategies and poverty reduction strategies where they
exist.

7. [Agreed] The provision of clean drinking water and adequate sanitation is
necessary to protect human health and the environment. In this respect, we agree to
halve, by the year 2015, the proportion of people who are unable to reach or to
afford safe drinking water (as outlined in the Millennium Declaration) and the
proportion of people who do not have access to basic sanitation, which would
include actions at all levels to:

(a) [Agreed] Develop and implement efficient household sanitation systems;

(b) [Agreed] Improve sanitation in public institutions, especially schools;

(c) [Agreed] Promote safe hygiene practices;

(d) [Agreed] Promote education and outreach focused on children, as agents
of behavioural change;

(e) [Agreed] Promote affordable and socially and culturally acceptable
technologies and practices;

(f) [Agreed] Develop innovative financing and partnership mechanisms;

(g) [Agreed] Integrate sanitation into water resources management strategies.

8. [Agreed] Take joint actions and improve efforts to work together at all levels
to improve access to reliable and affordable energy services for sustainable
development sufficient to facilitate the achievement of the millennium development
goals, including the goal of halving the proportion of people in poverty by 2015, and
as a means to generate other important services that mitigate poverty, bearing in
mind that access to energy facilitates the eradication of poverty. This would include
actions at all levels to:

(a) [Agreed] Improve access to reliable, affordable, economically viable,
socially acceptable and environmentally sound energy services and resources, taking
into account national specificities and circumstances, through various means, such
as enhanced rural electrification and decentralized energy systems, increased use of
renewables, cleaner liquid and gaseous fuels and enhanced energy efficiency, by
intensifying regional and international cooperation in support of national efforts,
including through capacity-building, financial and technological assistance and
innovative financing mechanisms, including at the micro and meso levels,
recognizing the specific factors for providing access to the poor;

(b) [Agreed] Improve access to modern biomass technologies and fuelwood
sources and supplies, and commercialize biomass operations, including the use of
agricultural residues, in rural areas and where such practices are sustainable;

(c) [Agreed] Promote a sustainable use of biomass and, as appropriate, other
renewable energies through improvement of current patterns of use, such as
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management of resources, more efficient use of fuelwood and new or improved
products and technologies;

(d) [Agreed] Support the transition to the cleaner use of liquid and gaseous
fossil fuels, where considered more environmentally sound, socially acceptable and
cost-effective;

(e) [Agreed] Develop national energy policies and regulatory frameworks
that will help to create the necessary economic, social and institutional conditions in
the energy sector to improve access to reliable, affordable, economically viable,
socially acceptable and environmentally sound energy services for sustainable
development and poverty eradication in rural, peri-urban and urban areas;

(f) [Agreed] Enhance international and regional cooperation to improve
access to reliable, affordable, economically viable, socially acceptable and
environmentally sound energy services, as an integral part of poverty reduction
programmes, by facilitating the creation of enabling environments and addressing
capacity-building needs, with special attention to rural and isolated areas, as
appropriate;

(g) [Agreed] Assist and facilitate on an accelerated basis, with the financial
and technical assistance of developed countries, including through public-private
partnerships, the access of the poor to reliable, affordable, economically viable,
socially acceptable and environmentally sound energy services, taking into account
the instrumental role of developing national policies on energy for sustainable
development, bearing in mind that in developing countries sharp increases in energy
services are required to improve the standards of living of their populations and that
energy services have positive impacts on poverty eradication and improve standards
of living.

9. [Agreed] Strengthen the contribution of industrial development to poverty
eradication and sustainable natural resource management. This would include
actions at all levels to:

(a) [Agreed] Provide assistance and mobilize resources to enhance industrial
productivity and competitiveness as well as industrial development in developing
countries, including the transfer of environmentally sound technologies on
preferential terms, as mutually agreed;

(b) [Agreed] Provide assistance to increase income-generating employment
opportunities, taking into account the International Labour Organization (ILO)
Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work;

(c) [Agreed] Promote the development of micro, small and medium-sized
enterprises, including by means of training, education and skill enhancement, with a
special focus on agro-industry as a provider of livelihoods for rural communities;

(d) [Agreed] Provide financial and technological support, as appropriate, to
rural communities of developing countries to enable them to benefit from safe and
sustainable livelihood opportunities in small-scale mining ventures;

(e) [Agreed] Provide support to developing countries for the development of
safe low-cost technologies that provide or conserve fuel for cooking and water
heating;
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(f) [Agreed] Provide support for natural resource management for creating
sustainable livelihoods for the poor.

10. [Agreed] By 2020, achieve a significant improvement in the lives of at least
100 million slum dwellers, as proposed in the “Cities without slums” initiative. This
would include actions at all levels to:

(a) [Agreed] Improve access to land and property, to adequate shelter and to
basic services for the urban and rural poor, with special attention to female heads of
household;

(b) [Agreed] Use low-cost and sustainable materials and appropriate
technologies for the construction of adequate and secure housing for the poor, with
financial and technological assistance to developing countries, taking into account
their culture, climate, specific social conditions and vulnerability to natural
disasters;

(c) [Agreed] Increase decent employment, credit and income for the urban
poor, through appropriate national policies, promoting equal opportunities for
women and men;

(d) [Agreed] Remove unnecessary regulatory and other obstacles for
microenterprises and the informal sector;

(e) [Agreed] Support local authorities in elaborating slum upgrading
programmes within the framework of urban development plans and facilitate access,
particularly for the poor, to information on housing legislation.

11. [Agreed] Take immediate and effective measures to eliminate the worst forms
of child labour as defined in ILO Convention No. 182, and elaborate and implement
strategies for the elimination of child labour that is contrary to accepted
international standards.

12. [Agreed] Promote international cooperation to assist developing countries,
upon request, in addressing child labour and its root causes, inter alia, through social
and economic policies aimed at poverty conditions, while stressing that labour
standards should not be used for protectionist trade purposes.


