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  Intensification of efforts to eliminate all forms of violence 
against women 
 
 

 The General Assembly, 

 Recalling its resolution 61/143 of 19 December 2006, entitled “Intensification 
of efforts to eliminate all forms of violence against women”, 

 Reaffirming the obligation of all States to promote and protect all human rights 
and fundamental freedoms, and reaffirming also that discrimination on the basis of 
sex is contrary to the Charter of the United Nations, the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women1 and other international 
human rights instruments, and that its elimination is an integral part of efforts 
towards the elimination of all forms of violence against women,  

 Reaffirming also the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against 
Women,2 the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action,3 the outcome of the 
twenty-third special session of the General Assembly entitled “Women 2000: gender 

__________________ 

 1  United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1249, No. 20378. 
 2  See resolution 48/104. 
 3  Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 4-15 September 1995 (United 

Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.IV.13), chap. I, resolution 1, annexes I and II. 
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equality, development and peace for the twenty-first century”,4 and the declaration 
adopted at the forty-ninth session of the Commission on the Status of Women,5  

 Reaffirming further the international commitments in the field of social 
development and to gender equality and the advancement of women made at the 
World Conference on Human Rights, the International Conference on Population 
and Development, the World Summit for Social Development and the World 
Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related 
Intolerance, as well as those made in the United Nations Millennium Declaration6 
and at the 2005 World Summit, and noting the attention paid to the elimination of all 
forms of violence against indigenous women in the Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 61/295,  

 Recognizing that women’s poverty and lack of empowerment, as well as their 
marginalization resulting from their exclusion from social policies and from the 
benefits of sustainable development, can place them at increased risk of violence, 
and that violence against women impedes the social and economic development of 
communities and States, as well as the achievement of the internationally agreed 
development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals,  

 Deeply concerned about the pervasiveness of all forms of violence against 
women and girls in all its different forms and manifestations worldwide, and 
reiterating the need to intensify efforts to prevent and eliminate all forms of 
violence against women and girls throughout the world, 

 Stressing that States have the obligation to promote and protect all human 
rights and fundamental freedoms for all, including women and girls, and must 
exercise due diligence to prevent, investigate and punish the perpetrators of violence 
against women and girls, to eliminate impunity and to provide protection to the 
victims, and that failure to do so violates and impairs or nullifies the enjoyment of 
their human rights and fundamental freedoms,  

 Expressing its appreciation for the high number of activities undertaken by the 
United Nations bodies, entities, funds and programmes and the specialized agencies 
to eliminate all forms of violence against women, 

 1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General entitled “Intensification 
of efforts to eliminate all forms of violence against women” pursuant to resolution 
61/143;7  

 2. Welcomes the decision of the Secretary-General to spearhead a multi-year 
system-wide campaign to eliminate violence against women and girls through 2015, 
focusing on global advocacy, United Nations leadership and strengthened efforts 
and partnerships at the national and regional levels;  

 3. Calls upon the international community, including the United Nations 
system and, as appropriate, regional and subregional organizations, to support 
national efforts to promote the empowerment of women and gender equality in order 

__________________ 

 4  Resolution S-23/2, annex, and resolution S-23/3, annex. 
 5  See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2005, Supplement No. 7 and 

corrigendum (E/2005/27 and Corr.1), chap. I, sect. A; see also Economic and Social Council 
decision 2005/232. 

 6  See resolution 55/2. 
 7  A/62/201. 
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to enhance national efforts to eliminate violence against women and girls, including, 
upon request, in the development and implementation of national action plans on the 
elimination of violence against women and girls, through, inter alia, and taking into 
account, national priorities, official development assistance and other appropriate 
assistance, such as facilitating the sharing of guidelines, methodologies and best 
practices; 

 4. Calls upon all United Nations bodies, entities, funds and programmes 
and the specialized agencies and invites the Bretton Woods institutions to intensify 
their efforts at all levels to eliminate all forms of violence against women and girls 
and to better coordinate their work, inter alia, through the Task Force on Violence 
against Women of the Inter-Agency Network on Women and Gender Equality;  

 5. Calls upon the Inter-Agency Network on Women and Gender Equality to 
intensify its consideration of ways and means to enhance the effectiveness of the 
United Nations Trust Fund in Support of Actions to Eliminate Violence against 
Women as a system-wide funding mechanism for preventing and redressing all 
forms of violence against women and girls;  

 6. Stresses that within the United Nations system adequate resources should 
be assigned to those bodies, specialized agencies, funds and programmes 
responsible for the promotion of gender equality and women’s rights and to efforts 
throughout the United Nations system to eliminate violence against women and 
girls, supports the commitment of the Task Force on Violence against Women to 
undertake a resource flow analysis to assess the available resources for this work 
and elaborate recommendations for their most effective and efficient use, and calls 
upon the United Nations system to respond swiftly to those recommendations once 
issued;  

 7. Requests the Secretary-General to intensify his efforts to develop and 
propose a set of possible indicators on violence against women, building on the 
work undertaken by the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes 
and consequences, in order to assist States in assessing the scope, prevalence and 
incidence of violence against women, with a view to allowing its consideration by 
the Commission on the Status of Women at its fifty-second session and by the 
Statistical Commission at the earliest; 

 8. Also requests the Secretary-General, to present an oral report to the 
Commission on the Status of Women at its fifty-second session and thereafter to the 
General Assembly at its sixty-third session with information provided by the United 
Nations bodies, funds and programmes and the specialized agencies on recent 
follow-up activities to implement resolution 61/143 and the present resolution, 
including activities related to the United Nations Trust Fund in Support of Actions 
to Eliminate Violence against Women, and urges United Nations bodies, entities, 
funds and programmes and the specialized agencies to contribute promptly to the 
report. 

 


