United Nations

A/C.3/61/L.6

draX), General Assembly Distr.: Limited
&/

~ NN

4 October 2006

Original: English

Sixty-first session

Third Committee

Agendaitem 60 (d)

Social development: follow-up to the International Year
of Older Persons: Second World Assembly on Ageing

South Africa:* draft resolution
Follow-up to the Second World Assembly on Ageing

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 57/167 of 18 December 2002, in which it endorsed the
Political Declaration and the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing, 2002,
as well as its resolution 58/134 of 22 December 2003, in which it took note, inter
alia, of the road map for the implementation of the Madrid Plan of Action, and its
resolutions 59/150 of 20 December 2004 and 60/135 of 16 December 2005,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution 2003/14 of 21 July
2003, in which the Council invited Governments, the United Nations system and
civil society to participate in a “bottom-up” approach to the review and appraisal of
the Madrid Plan of Action,

Recalling further Commission for Social Development resolution 42/1 of
13 February 2004, in which the Commission decided to undertake the review and
appraisal of the Madrid Plan of Action every five years,

Mindful that in its resolution 44/1 the Commission for Social Development
endorsed the calendar and the global theme for the first review and appraisal of the
implementation of the Madrid Plan of Action, “Addressing the challenges and
opportunities of ageing”, and decided to start the first global cycle of review and
appraisal in 2007 at its forty-fifth session and to conclude it in 2008 at its forty-sixth
session,

* On behalf of the States Members of the United Nations that are members of the Group of 77

and China.
1 Report of the Second World Assembly on Ageing, Madrid, 8-12 April 2002 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. 02.1V.4), chap. I, resolution 1, annexes | and II.
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Taking note of the report by the Secretary-General on follow-up to the Second
World Assembly on Ageing,2

1. Encourages Governments to pay greater attention to building capacity to
eradicate poverty among older persons, particularly older women, by mainstreaming
ageing issues into poverty eradication strategies and national development plans,
and by encouraging greater consultation with older persons in the course of
developing, implementing and monitoring poverty eradication plans;

2. Invites Governments to conduct their ageing-related policies through
inclusive consultations with relevant stakeholders and social development partners,
in the interest of creating national policy ownership and consensus-building;

3. Encourages the international community to support national efforts to
forge stronger partnerships with civil society, including organizations of older
persons, academia, research foundations, community-based organizations and the
private sector, in an effort to help build capacity on ageing issues;

4. Invites Governments that have not done so to designate focal points for
handling follow-up of national plans of action on ageing;

5. Calls upon Governments to promote a bottom-up participatory approach
throughout the entire implementation process;

6. Calls upon the international community to support national efforts to
provide funding for research and data-collection initiatives on ageing in order to
better understand the challenges and opportunities presented by population ageing
and provide policymakers with more accurate and more specific information on
gender and ageing;

7. Sresses the need for additional capacity-building at the national level in
order to promote and facilitate implementation of the Madrid International Plan of
Action on Ageing, 2002,3 and in this connection encourages Governments to
support the United Nations Trust Fund for Ageing to enable the Department of
Economic and Social Affairs of the Secretariat to provide expanded assistance to
countries, upon their request;

8. Recommends that ongoing efforts to achieve the internationally agreed
development goals, including those contained in the United Nations Millennium
Declaration, 4 take into account the situation of older persons;

9. Takes note of Commission on Social Development Resolution 44/1, and
in this context invites Member States to undertake an initial identification of actions
they have taken since the Second World Assembly on Ageing in 2002, and
encourages regional commissions to identify modalities for conducting the regional
review and appraisal, with the aim of presenting this information to the Commission
at its forty-fifth session in 2007;

10. Recommends to the Economic and Social Council the integration of
ageing into the monitoring, review and appraisal exercises of other major
international development initiatives and policy frameworks, including the United

2 A/61/167.

3 Report of the Second World Assembly on Ageing, Madrid, 8-12 April 2002 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.02.1V.4), chap. |, resolution 1, annex I1.

4 See General Assembly resolution 55/2.
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Nations Millennium Declaration, the Programme of Action of the International
Conference on Population and Development,> the Copenhagen Declaration on
Social Development,s the Programme of Action of the World Summit for Social
Development?” and the Beijing Platform for Action8 and their follow-up processes;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at its
sixty-second session on the implementation of the present resolution and to mark the

commemoration of the five-year review and appraisal of the implementation of the
Madrid Plan of Action in 2007.

5 Report of the International Conference on Population and Development, Cairo, 5 -13 September

1994 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.95.X111.18), chap. I, resolution 1, annex.

6 Report of the World Summit for Social Development, Copenhagen, 6-12 March 1995 (United

Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.1V.8), chap. |, resolution 1, annex |.

7 |bid., annex I1.
8 Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 4-15 September 1995 (United

Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.1V.13), chap. |, resolution 1, annex II.



