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 I have the honour to convey the Act on Greenland Self-Government (see annex I), 
which entered into force on 21 June 2009, Greenland’s National Day. The Act is 
based on an agreement between Naalakkersuisut (the Government of Greenland) and 
the Danish Government as equal partners. It was approved by the Greenlandic 
people at a referendum held on 25 November 2008 and adopted by the Danish 
Folketing (Parliament) on 12 June 2009. 

 It is acknowledged in the preamble of the Act on Greenland Self-Government 
that the people of Greenland are a people with the right to self-determination under 
international law. In that view, the Danish and Greenlandic Governments share the 
understanding, also recorded in the preparatory work of the Act on Greenland Self-
Government, that it would be contrary to the principles stated in the preamble were 
the Danish Government to repeal the Act unilaterally. 

 According to section 21 of the Act, decisions regarding Greenland’s 
independence shall be taken by the people of Greenland. Until any such decision has 
been endorsed by the Greenlandic and the Danish Parliaments, Greenland remains 
part of the Kingdom of Denmark. The Act does not prejudice the rights of the people 
of Greenland under international law. 

 Since 1979, Greenland has enjoyed home rule. The new Act on Greenland 
Self-Government opens for expansion and transfer of further competences and 
responsibilities from the Danish authorities to the Greenland authorities. 

 With self-government in place, the Government of Greenland has the right to 
take over the responsibility for and competences over, inter alia, administration of 
justice and the establishment of courts of law, the police, and mineral and oil 
resources. Public revenues from mineral and oil resource activities in Greenland 
shall accrue to Greenland. With self-government, Greenlandic has also become the 
official language in Greenland. 

 
 

 * The annexes are being circulated in the original language of submission only. 
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 Pursuant to section 12 of the Act, Naalakkersuisut (the Government of 
Greenland) may, on behalf of the Kingdom of Denmark, negotiate and conclude 
agreements with foreign states and international organizations, including 
administrative agreements, which exclusively concern Greenland and entirely relate 
to fields of responsibility taken over by Greenland. Where international 
organizations allow entities other than states and associations of states to attain 
membership in their own name Greenland can become member of such 
organizations in its own name, in so far as this does not conflict with Greenland’s 
constitutional status. The powers granted to the Government of Greenland shall not 
limit the Danish Government’s constitutional responsibility and powers relating to 
international affairs. 

 The Act was prepared by the Greenland-Danish Self-Government Commission, 
comprising members of the Greenland Landsting (now Inatsisartut — Parliament) 
and the Danish Folketing (Parliament). The Act on Greenland Self-Government is 
with slight technical changes identical to the draft found in the report of the 
Commission. The complete Act and the joint executive summary of the Greenland-
Danish Self-Government Commission’s report are annexed to the present letter 
(annexes I and II). 

 I should be grateful if you would have the present letter circulated as a 
document of the General Assembly under agenda item 39. 
 
 

(Signed) Carsten Staur 
Ambassador 

Permanent Representative 
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  Annex I to the letter dated 8 February 2010 from the Permanent 
Representative of Denmark to the United Nations addressed to the 
Secretary-General 
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  Annex II to the letter dated 8 February 2010 from the Permanent 
Representative of the Denmark to the United Nations addressed to 
the Secretary-General 
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