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Replies received from
Governments

Iraq

[Original: Arabic]
[10 September 2002]

1. The United Nations has taken great pains to point
out the dangers of nuclear weapons, their impact on the
environment and human beings and the enormous
threat they pose for humanity and civilization. General
Assembly resolutions have stressed the need for full
participation of all States through the adoption of
measures to guarantee compliance with environmental
standards in the performance of treaties and
conventions. Compliance with environmental standards
has also become a fundamental principle in the drafting
and execution of international conventions on
disarmament and arms limitation. It is now essential
for the international community and its organizations to
follow up this important question on the basis of the
standards adopted at the 1992 United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development and in
various conventions.

2. Yet despite the fact that such conventions and
General Assembly resolutions call for the performance
of the commitments undertaken by the States Members
of the United Nations with regard to the preservation of
the environment, we observe that two States permanent
members of the Security Council, namely the United
States and the United Kingdom, have intentionally
violated, time and time again, their commitments under
the relevant resolutions and conventions on
disarmament and arms limitation. Indeed, in 1991 the
United States and Britain used, for the first time, a new
generation of radioactive weapons, i.e., depleted
uranium missiles, in their aggression against Iraq. In
1999 they again made use of such weapons in their
military operations against Yugoslavia, despite their
awareness of the adverse impact of those weapons on
human beings and the environment.

3. The American and British forces used more than
800 tons of depleted uranium munitions during their
aggression against Iraq in January 1991. That
aggressive activity had grave environmental and health
consequences due to exposure to the radioactive metal,
which brought the demise of thousands of victims,
especially children, women and the elderly. Moreover,

the disastrous consequences continue to affect
subsequent generations.

4. It has been shown that high-concentration
uranium missiles are made from radioactive nuclear
waste left over from the manufacture of nuclear fuel
and nuclear bombs. The impact of such a missile with
its target, such as a tank, armoured vehicle or building,
gives rise to chemical and radioactive dust that spreads
out over broad areas, contaminating the air, the soil,
plants and humans for hundreds of generations to
come, inasmuch as the half-life of depleted uranium is
4.5 billion years. This shows the dimensions of the
horrific tragedy inflicted by the use of those weapons
of mass destruction on human beings and the
environment in Iraq. Exposure of human beings to
radiation from depleted uranium affects the kidneys,
the liver and the immunological and reproductive
systems in addition to causing birth deformities and
cancer of various types. Among the consequences of
the widespread random use of this type of weapon of
destruction is a sizeable rise in the incidence of
different kinds of cancer, in particular leukaemia,
precisely in the southern governorates of Iraq which
were the theatre of the operations involving the use of
this horrible weapon.

5. The study entitled “The health hazards of
depleted uranium munitions”, carried out by the British
Royal Society, part I of which appeared in May 2001
and part II, in March, 2002, revealed that depleted
uranium contaminates drinking water sources and the
soil, exposing the civilian population in areas where it
is used to risks. It can cause renal disease if large
quantities of dust or water contaminated with it are
inhaled or swallowed. German Professor Siegwart-
Horst Günther states that at least half a million people
in the area suffer from diseases caused by the depleted
uranium missiles employed by America during the
1991 Gulf War. He adds that the region subjected to
bombing was a desert area and that, because the
particles remain in the air, they are carried by the wind
to other areas. Otherwise they remain in the ground and
are transported by rain to the groundwater as well as to
vegetation. He pointed out that the Americans were
aware of the studies he has conducted on such missiles
and know that they bring about the total collapse of the
immune system, especially in children, skin ulceration,
fever resembling the foot-and-mouth disease that
affects animals and cancer, especially of the blood. It
also causes liver and kidney failure, leukaemia and
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other forms of cancer, including bone and bone-marrow
cancer, and genetic deformities.

In a statement made in Geneva on 27 March
2002, Mr. Pekka Haavisto, Chairman of the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Depleted
Uranium Assessment Team created to ascertain the
effects of the use of depleted uranium missiles by the
American forces in Kosovo in 1999, said that the team
had found “widespread but low-level (uranium)
contamination” in Serbia and Montenegro. He added
that his team had been surprised to find depleted
uranium in air samples more than two years after the
end of the struggle in Kosovo. What was more
disquieting, he said, was the danger that any
disturbance of the soil was liable to cause particles of
uranium to fly up into the air. The greatest concern,
however, related to the future penetration of particles
of depleted uranium into the groundwater.

This testimony from the United Nations regarding
a region in which depleted uranium was used in
quantities far lower than those used against Iraq
confirms that the scope of the disaster in Iraq is several
times greater than that suffered by Yugoslavia.

6. We therefore consider it essential for the
international community, represented by its official
bodies concerned with disarmament, to make genuine
efforts towards the conclusion of an international
convention banning the use of depleted uranium
munitions and to strive to strengthen the international
conventions in force on the preservation of the
environment through the creation of additional
procedures and working mechanisms to compel States
parties to abide by them and to respect environmental
principles.


