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 first is where a State attaches to its instrument of  acceptance  a  statement that simply�The
 
 declaration' [They are referred  to as  'mere  declaratory  statements'  by Detter, Essays on the Law
 of Treaties (1967), pp. 51-52]. The second situation is where a State makes its ratification  of or
 accession to a treaty subject to, or on condition of, a particular interpretation of the whole or part of
 the treaty. This may be called a  'qualified  interpretative  declaration'.  In the  first  situation  the 
 State  has simply indicated its view of the interpretation of the treaty, which may or may not be the
 one that will be accepted in any arbitral or judicial proceedings. In offering this interpretation the
 State has not ruled out subsequent interpretative proceedings  nor  has  it ruled out the possibitity
 that its interpretation will be rejected.  [...] If,  on the  other  hand,  the declaring  Sate  wishes  to
 assert its interpretation regardless  of  what subsequent  tribunal  might  conclude,   that  is,  the 
 State   when   making  the declaration has ruled  out  the  possibility  of  a subsequent inconsistent
 interpretation of the treaty, a different result should follow.This is a  'qualified  interpretative 
 declaration'.  The  State  is  making its  acceptance  of  the  treaty  subject   to  or  conditional  upon
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 "When the Secretary General notified IMCO of the instrument of ratification of India subject to the
 declaration, it was suggested that in view of the condition which was 'in the nature of reservation'
 the matter should be put before the IMCO assembly. The Assembly resolved to have the declaration
 circulated to all IMCO members but until the matter has been decided, India was to participate in
 IMCO without vote-France and Federal Republic of Germany lodged objections against the
 declaration made by India, France on the ground that India was asserting a unilateral right to
 interpret the Convention and Germany on the ground that India might in the future take measures
� that would be contrary to the Convention.

 ,In resolution 1452 (XIV) adopted on 7th December, 1959, the General Assembly of the United

 Nations, noting the statement made on behalf of India at the 614th meeting of its Sixth Committee
 (Legal) explaining that the Indian declaration on IMCO was a declaration of policy and that it did not
 constitute a reservation, expressed the hope 'that, in the light of the above mentioned statement of
 India an appropriate solution may be reached in the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative
 Organisation at an early date to regularise the position of India'.

 
 "In a resolution adopted on lst March, 1960, the Council of the Inter-Governmental Maritime
 Consultative Organisation. taking note of the statement made on behalf of India referred to in the
 foregoing resolution and noting, therefore, that the declaration of India has no legal effect with
� regard to the interpretation of the Convention 'considers India to be a member of the Organisation'"
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Western International Law Journal, 1985. p.104
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"... must be interpreted by examining its text in accordance with the ordinary meaning which
must be attributed to the terms in which it has been formulated within the general context of
the treaty (...). This approach must be followed except when the resultant interpretation
would leave the meaning ambiguous or obscure or would lead to a result which is manifestly
absurd or unreasonable.).(...)

 
"Thus, without excluding the possibility that supplementary means of interpretation might, in
exceptional circumstances, be resorted to, the interpretation of reservations must be guided

by the primacy of the text" �ÑÔ×�
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