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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON
1. The present report has been prepared pursuant to paragraph 4 of Genera

Assenbly resolution 51/209 of 17 Decenber 1996, in which the Assenbly requested
the Secretary-General, taking into account the views expressed and the practica
suggesti ons made during the debate held within the franework of the Sixth
Committee, to expedite the preparation and publication of supplenents to the
Repertory of Practice of United Nations Organs and the Repertoire of the
Practice of the Security Council and to subnit a progress report on the matter
to the Assenbly before its fifty-second session

2. General information regarding the Repertory of Practice of United Nations
Organs and the Repertoire of Practice of the Security Council, their origins and
hi story, the arrangenents for their preparation and publication and their
current status may be found in the note which the Secretariat prepared in order
to facilitate consideration of the status of those publications by the Speci al
Conmittee on the Charter of the United Nations and on the Strengthening of the
Rol e of the Organization pursuant to paragraph 4 (f) of General Assenbly

resol ution 50/52 of 11 Decenber 1995.1

I'l.  REPERTORY OF PRACTI CE OF UNI TED NATI ONS ORGANS

A. Steps taken by the Secretariat to expedite the
preparation of supplenments to the Repertory

3. Fol | owi ng the adopti on of General Assenbly resolution 51/209, the
Interdepartnental Commttee on Charter Repertory was convened. The Committee is
conposed of representatives of all of the Secretariat units involved in the
producti on of supplenents to the Repertory and is responsible for directing and
overseeing the preparation and publication of those supplenments. The Conmittee
made a detail ed exam nation of ways to elimnate the existing backlog in the
producti on of supplenents to the Repertory and of possible neans of placing the
producti on of the publication on a basis which would ensure its regul ar and
timely appearance in the future. It also gave consideration to a number of
matters with a view to coordinating action for the production of supplenents to

the Repertory.

4. On the basis of the Commttee's recommendati ons, the follow ng steps have
been taken.

1. Allocation of Repertory studies to Secretariat units

5. Responsibility for the preparation of draft studies on the provisions of
the Charter has been distributed and assi gned anong Secretariat units, taking
i nto account the changes occurring in the Secretariat (see annex | to the
present report). In cases in which nore than one Secretariat unit is
responsi ble for preparing a study, one of the Secretariat units concerned has
been assigned as bearing primary responsibility for its preparation.
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2. Simplification of the format of Repertory studies

6. During the debate which took place in 1996 within the framework of the
Special Committee on the Charter of the United Nations and on the Strengthening
of the Role of the Organization, the suggestion was nmade that, in order to
facilitate the nore expeditious preparation and publication of supplenents to
the Repertory, the format of the studies which appeared in those suppl enments

m ght profitably be sinmplified.?

7. In order to ensure that the practice of United Nations organs is presented
in the manner nost apt to assist the reader in acquiring a better understanding
of the Charter, the format of individual studies necessarily varies fromone
study to the next in the light of the widely differing characteristics of the
Charter provisions concerned and of the practice relating to them Accordingly,
a particular sinplification which m ght be advantageously made to the format of
one study is not necessarily appropriate for another and nmay not necessarily
expedite work on the publication

8. That being so, it has been decided that a flexi bl e approach shoul d be
adopted to the sinplification of the format of Repertory studies. Each
Secretariat unit is in the process of exam ning those particular studies for the
preparation of which it is responsible and of identifying, in the Iight of the
ci rcunmst ances surroundi ng each study, any ways in which its format m ght

advant ageously be changed with a viewto facilitating its expeditious
preparation. Any alterations which it is proposed to make as a result of this
review are to be reported to the Interdepartnmental Conmittee on Charter
Repertory for its approval

3. Consideration of alternative nmethods for preparing
and publishing supplenments to the Repertory

9. In view of the problens affecting the method which has hitherto been

enpl oyed for produci ng supplements to the Repertory, it was thought appropriate
that the nethod be subjected to a thorough review and that consideration be
given to its nodification or replacenent. As a result of this review, it has
been decided that a new method shoul d be adopted for organizing the
publication's production

10. Under this new nethod, there will be a fixed or permanent subdivision of
suppl enents into volumes based on the structure of the Charter and/or United
Nati ons organs. The responsibility for coordinating the production of each

vol une of a supplenment, in ternms of arranging for and securing the subm ssion of
drafts of the studies of which it is conposed and organizing its publication
once those studies have been approved, is devolved to the Secretariat unit which
is nost directly concerned with that volune's subject matter and which is
responsi bl e for nost of its content. The particular Secretariat unit which is
to be responsible for coordinating the production of each volune of a suppl enent
is identified in annex Il to the present report.

11. By decentralizing a large part of the responsibility for managi ng the
production of supplenents to the Repertory and allocating it on a vol une-
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by-vol une basis, corresponding generally to the principal organs of the United
Nations, the new met hod should reduce the problens involved in coordinating the
work of the many Secretariat units which have roles to play in that undertaking.
Since the nunmber of Secretariat units involved in the preparation of any one
volune is quite limted, it should be a less difficult task for the departnent
or office which is responsible for a volunme to coordinate work on its production
than it would, were responsibility for the preparation and publication of all of
the volunmes of a supplement to be concentrated, as hitherto, in a single office
or Secretariat unit.

12. Moreover, since responsibility for coordinating the production of each
volune will be located in the department or office which is nost substantially
and directly involved in that volune's preparation, the efficiency of the
process of preparing supplenments to the Repertory will be enhanced and the
accountability of the various departnents and offices involved in that work wll
be i ncreased.

13. The second major feature of the new nethod is that draft studies are
subjected to but a single review. Under the nmethod which has hitherto been
enpl oyed for produci ng supplements to the Repertory, each and every draft study,
once conpleted, was sent to the Ofice of Legal Affairs for a prelimnary
review. Once this process was conplete, the Ofice of Legal Affairs had to
conduct a still further review of the draft study, in its capacity as the

| eadi ng menber of the Interdepartnmental Conmittee's Review Committee. This
procedure invol ved a needl ess and wasteful replication of effort. It has
accordi ngly been decided that, henceforth, draft studies should be submtted
directly to the Interdepartnmental Conmittee's Review Conmittee for review and
final approval, without being first subject to any prelimnary review. The

| eading role which the Ofice of Legal Affairs will continue to play in that
Conmittee, both as one of its nenbers and as its chair, should be sufficient to
ensure that studies continue to exhibit the accuracy and to possess the content
and | evel of analysis which are appropriate to a |legal publication. The Ofice
of Legal Affairs will also remain available to give advice and assistance to
other Secretariat units in preparing the draft studies assigned to them

4., Schedule for production of supplenents to the Repertory

14. The | ast supplenent to the Repertory, of which volumes 1, 2, 5 and 6 have
been published - Supplenent No. 5 - covers the practice of United Nations organs
occurring in the period from1 January 1970 to 31 Decenber 1978.

15. The time periods which are to be covered in the supplenents which are stil
out standi ng are as foll ows:

Suppl emrent No. 6 1 January 1979 to 31 Decenber 1984
Suppl enent No. 7 1 January 1985 to 31 Decenber 1989

Suppl enent No. 8 1 January 1990 to 31 Decenber 1994
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16. It is intended that the next supplenent to be prepared and published be
Suppl emrent No. 6. However, in the case of volumes 3 and 4 of Supplenent No. 5,
which are still to appear, it is intended for these volunmes to be prepared
first, before work comences on the parallel volumes of Supplenent No. 6.

17. It is expected that final editing of the studies which make up volune 5 of
Suppl enent No. 6, covering the practice pertaining to Articles 92 to 111 of the
Charter, will be conpleted by the summer of 1998 and that the volunme will be
publ i shed by the end of that year

18. Depending upon the identification of appropriate resources, it is
anticipated that volunmes 3 (Articles 55-72) and 4 (Articles 73-91) of Suppl enent
No. 5 will be published by the end of 1999.

19. However, it has not otherw se been possible to establish a tinmetable for

t he production of the outstanding supplenents to the Repertory. Alluding to the
consi derati ons which are nentioned in section B of the present report, npst
Secretariat units are of the view that, until such tinme as additional human and
financial resources mght be nmade available to them for the purpose of

undert aki ng work on the Repertory, their circunmstances are such that it is
unlikely that they will be able to undertake sustained work on the project.

B. Assessment of the work required

20. The tasks to be perforned by the various Secretariat units responsible for
the preparation of Repertory studies generally consist in: planning and
supervision; research; drafting of initial studies; revising conpleted drafts;
obt ai ni ng cl earance within the author departnment or office and approval fromthe
Interdepartnental Committee; and editing and processing consultations. The work
of those units concerned exclusively with the processing of conpleted Repertory
studi es conprises editing, translating, indexing and printing individua

suppl enent vol umes.

21. In order to assess the human and financial resources required, Secretariat
units have made tentative estinmates, drawi ng on past experience, of the vol une
of work involved in the execution of the above-nentioned tasks for the Repertory
studi es assigned to them These estimates range fromtwo to nine work-nont hs
per study, depending on the particular study concerned, its conplexity and the
extent and the nature of the practice which need to be analysed. Wth 135
Repertory studies to be prepared for each supplement, work on the Repertory is
therefore extremely denmandi ng and resource-consuming. In this connection, it
shoul d be noted that in recent years there has been a significant increase in

t he nunber of agenda itenms and in the overall activities of the Cenera
Assenbly, the Security Council and their subsidiary organs and consequently in
the anpbunt of material to be reviewed and anal ysed. 3

22. The fundanental problem affecting the preparation and production of

suppl enents to the Repertory is that work on the Repertory has been treated as
an activity which should be carried out within existing resources. However, the
resource requirements for that work are such that nost of the Secretariat units
concerned find it increasingly difficult to prepare Repertory studies at the
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pace and in the manner required by Menber States. This probl em has become even
nore serious in recent years with staff reductions and budget cuts, together
with a significant increase in the workload of the Secretariat units concerned,
the result of which has been that those units have only been able to address the
nore urgent deadlines.

23. Furthernore, given the need to inplenent nandated activities within the
resources available for the Secretariat units, the flexibility to nmodify the
programe of work to accommopdate the preparation of the Repertory is limted.

24. As regards future planning, with a view to ensuring that work on the
Repertory continues to be supported with adequate resources, Repertory-rel ated
tasks will be included as distinct activities within future programe budgets of
the Secretariat units concerned.

C. Consideration of other neasures to facilitate the
production of supplenents to the Repertory

25. Wiile it is essential to secure the basic resource allocations for work on
the Repertory, consideration has been given to other neasures which m ght go
some way towards facilitating the inplementation of the work, taking into
account the suggestions nmade by Menmber States.

1. Reallocation of staff

26. The special programme initiated in 1996 for the redepl oyment* of staff

agai nst avail abl e vacanci es® has been conpleted and all "redeployed staff" under
t hat programe have been placed. This avenue is accordingly no | onger avail abl e
to the Secretariat units concerned as a neans to obtain staff support for the
preparati on of Repertory studies.

27. As regards the reallocation of staff resources to Repertory functions,
there are four principal nmethods by which staff resources within the Secretari at
m ght be reallocated: transfer, reassignnment, tenporary assignnent to a post
and tenporary assignnent with post. Gven the scarcity of funded posts
currently available in the Secretariat, the first three methods, which
presuppose the exi stence of a post to which a staff nenber may be transferred,
reassi gned or assigned on a tenporary basis, are sinply not avail able as viable
options. A tenporary assignnent with post, the last of the methods referred to
above, is not precluded by this factor. However, various Secretariat units are
of the view that, even such borrow ng of posts, whether wi thin the same
departnent or office or froma different departnent or office, is not a
practicabl e option, owing to the expandi ng workl oad of the departnents and

of fices concerned, coupled with the staff and budget reductions.

2. Recourse to interns

28. \Wiile the assistance of interns is surely of some value, reliance on them
has certain limtations. Interns need to be trained, directed and supervised

/...
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t hroughout the period of their service and their work thoroughly reviewed. A
substantial amount of staff tine is accordingly required to ensure their
efficient and neani ngful use. Recourse to interns cannot make up for the |ack
of regular staff.

29. Under the United Nations Internship Progranme, interns are, in principle,
not to be assigned to any tasks which are part of the regular activities of
staff nenbers. Their period of service is in principle linmted to two nonths
and is extended to three nonths only in exceptional cases. The experience of
those Secretariat units which have already nade significant use of interns for
the preparation of Repertory studies is that a substantial anmount of training is
required to enable themto make a useful contribution to the work in hand. Such
training is tine-consum ng and tends generally only to produce results after one
or two nonths, by which time the period of internship is al nost at an end.
Furthernore, applicants for the Programme nust be students who are currently
enrolled in a degree-granting progranme in a graduate school. Thus, those who
have conpleted their academ c studi es cannot be engaged under the United Nations
Internship Programre, even if they are interested in working as interns.

30. In order to overconme these difficulties, steps have been initiated with a
view to establishing a special internship programme for the preparation of
Repertory studi es, under which the services of young jurists as well as students
may be engaged for periods beyond the standard two to three nonths.®

3. Soliciting human and financial resources from outside
institutions

31. Activities approved by the General Assenbly should be adequately funded by
t he regul ar budget. This basic principle should be observed with regard to the
producti on of Repertory supplenments just as nuch as in the case of any other
mandat ed activity of the Organization. At the sane tinme, because of the
budgetary constraints, it nmay be necessary to identify appropriate resources to
support the preparation of the Repertory.

32. It will not be possible to accept the services of gratis personnel’ to
assist in the preparation of supplenents to the Repertory, given the decision of
the General Assenbly, in its resolution 51/243 of 15 Septenber 1997, that the
Secretary-General can accept gratis personnel only in the follow ng

Ci rcumnst ances:

(a) After the approval of the budget, to provide expertise not avail able
within the Organization for very specialized functions, as identified by the
Secretary-CGeneral, and for a limted and specified tinme; and

(b) To provide tenporary and urgent assistance in the case of new and/or
expanded mandat es of the Organization, pending a decision by the Genera
Assenbly on the | evel of resources required to inplenment those nmandates.
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4, Use of new technol ogy

33. For the purpose of preparing Repertory studies, there are certain

el ectroni c resources avail able for conducting searches of the O ganization's
docunentation. These include the Internet, the optical disk system (CDS) and
the United Nations Bibliographic Information System (UNBIS), together with its
by-product UNBIS Plus on CD-ROM UNBI S provi des access to the docunentation and
proceedi ngs of the mmjor organs of the Organization. Both the ODS and the
Internet provide the full texts of parlianmentary docunents.

34. The Internet provides access only to a selection of United Nations
docunments, with a full-text search facility for Security Council resolutions
from 1994 onwards. Full docunentation is available on the ODS from 1993 onwar ds
only. Oficial documents fromprior years are limted to i maged versions of
resol utions and decisions of the General Assenbly, the Security Council, the
Econom ¢ and Social Council and the Trusteeship Council. As a result, nost of
the research which would be required to elinmnate the backlog in the production
of supplenents to the Repertory needs to be carried out by conventional nethods.
Under these circunstances, electronic resources will not, at |east for the
present, significantly facilitate the preparati on of Repertory studies.

5. Assistance in editing, printing and indexing

35. The Department for Ceneral Assenbly Affairs and Conference Services is
prepared to provide services for editing, translating, desktop publishing and
proofreading, as well as for printing and distribution. The editorial services
to be provided by the Departnment will be Iimted to ensuring conpliance with
basic United Nations editorial principles. Accuracy of the information to be
published in the Repertory, including bibliographic references and quotati ons,
will be the responsibility of the authors of individual studies.

36. As regards printing, provision has also been nmade in the proposed programe
budget of the Ofice of Legal Affairs for 1998-1999 for the printing of
suppl enents to the Repertory, if that proves necessary.

37. The Dag Hammarskj 6l d Library is able to provide sone research assistance
and to undertake the back-of-the-book indexing for the Repertory, provided that
addi ti onal human resources are made avail able for the performance of this
extremely tine-consum ng task

I1l1. REPERTA RE OF PRACTI CE OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

A. Status of the Repertoire

38. The Repertoire of the Practice of the Security Council is prepared by the
Security Council Practices and Charter Research Branch of the Departnent of
Political Affairs. Despite the |ack of inprovenent in staff resources, work on
the tenth Suppl ement covering the period 1985-1988 is progressing. Eleven of
the 12 chapters have been conmpleted and the draft will be submitted for

techni cal editing and production in October 1997. Further, for the subsequent

/...
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peri od, 1989-1992, a preparatory study has been carried out by a consultant and
wor k has al ready begun on sone of the chapters.

B. Background study on the practice of the Security Counci

(1989-1992)

39. The next, eleventh, Supplement to the Repertoire will cover the period in

whi ch the Security Council, in response to changes and new chal | enges on the
i nternational scene, resorted to various innovative practices in the conduct of
its work. It was felt that the reflection of new dinensions in the application

of the Charter in such areas as preventive dipl omacy, peacekeepi ng and peace
enforcenent, humanitarian intervention and el ectoral assistance, as well as the
presentation of such aspects as nmore frequent resort to informal consultations
and the brevity or infrequency of open debates, inter alia, will require special
treat nent.

40. A background study has been undertaken by a consultant with a viewto
identifying the major areas of the Security Council's practices and procedures,
as well as the incidents and cases that require special attention or are likely
to present difficulties in preparing the substantive and anal yti cal account of
t hese procedures and practices within the traditional format of the Repertoire.
In his study the consultant outlines the major international events of the
period and their effect on the performance of the Council. In the area of the
mai nt enance of international peace and security, the study describes certain

i ssues related to the authorized use of force, human rights and internationa
terrorism it also draws attention to the issues related to nmenbership and sone
aspects of the relations of the Security Council with other United Nations
organs and international organizations; it gives orientation or concrete
recomendati ons on the possible approach to them The Security Counci
Practices and Charter Research Branch worked closely with the consultant to
define the way in which the sensitive areas m ght be presented in the

Repertoire.

C. English and French indexing

41. The printing of the eighth and ninth suppl enents in French has been del ayed
owi ng to the absence of indexes. Under the past and still existing
arrangenents, the indexing of the original in English and of the French

transl ati on was done by the Departnent of Political Affairs in viewof its
conplexity and to ensure that the potential issues of |legal and politica
interest are taken into account.

D. Suggestions of Menber States

42. Taking into account the explicit intention of Menber States to have the
Repertoire updated and having in mnd the general goal of the Organization for
greater efficiency, the Departnent of Political Affairs explored various ways of
reconciling these two objectives. The suggestions nmade in the course of
deliberations in the Special Committee on the Charter of the United Nations and

/...
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on the Strengthening of the Role of the Organization provided a framework for
this exercise.?

1. Reallocation of staff

43. The reallocation of staff fromother areas of the Departnent of Politica
Affairs to the preparation of the Repertoire as suggested by Menber States has
not materialized owing to the expandi ng workl oad of the Departnment as a whol e
coupled with the process of downsizing which it has undergone. |In view of the
forthcom ng reduction of staff, it would seemthat reallocation of staff within
t he department woul d not be feasible. Note should also be taken of the fact
that with its present resources, the Security Council Practices and Charter
Research Branch woul d not be able to work sinmultaneously on the Repertoire and

the Repertory.

2. Revision of the format and elimnation of duplication
bet ween the Repertory and the Repertoire

44. In response to the request of Menber States to elimnate any duplication
between the two publications, a detailed conparison of the contents of the
Repertoire and the Repertory has been carried out in order to determ ne the
extent of duplication as well as the conplenentarity between them An

anal ytical account of the practices of the Security Council is presented in both
the Repertoire and the Repertory albeit in a somewhat different manner. The
structure, the tables of contents, the actual texts of the chapters and case
studi es and the tabul ati ons were conpared. This conparison showed that as both
publications are organi zed along the Iines of the Charter of the United Nations
and use the sanme basic information, the material presented in themis virtually

identical. This is true concerning both textual parts and tabul ations for al
the chapters and entries, as can be seen fromannex Ill to the present report.
The significant exception is chapter VIII, part Il of the Repertoire, which
presents in chronol ogi cal order the outlines of the issues and the summaries of
the deliberations in the Security Council. It constitutes a substantial part of

the Repertoire, but is not found in the Repertory. The Repertory, for its part,
reflects the material generated by the General Assenbly as well as by the

Security Council. In order to elimnate duplication between the two
publications, the Department of Political Affairs exam ned the possibility of
merging theminto one while retaining all the information found in each of them
t hrough the incorporation of the summaries in the unified volune at an
appropriate place. This nerger would give the users a conplete presentation of
all the information on the practices of the Security Council found in the two
publ i cati ons.

45. The nerged publication, if accepted, could beconme an integral part of the
mul ti-volume Repertory of Practice of United Nations Organs, as Volune ||
(Articles 23 to 54 and 106-107), Security Council. Such a nove would lead in
the future to potential savings of time and resources. In the neantine, special
consi derati on needs to be given to the coverage of the period from 1979 to 1988
for which supplenments to the Repertoire have al ready been published. One of the
options would be to nake a special cross-reference to the already existing
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suppl enents of the Repertoire for the period in question, instead of preparing a
vol ume dealing with Articles 23 to 54 for Supplenents Nos. 6 and 7 of the
Repertory. In this case, a special conplenentary volunme m ght be needed to
provide the information on the decisions of the General Assenbly and its Min
Conmittees related to the Security Council. This volune, while a truncated one,
woul d need careful preparation. Another option would be still to produce the
full-fleshed suppl enents of the Repertory which enconpass the period 1979-1988
in order to preserve the integrity of the publication. The Security Counci
Practices and Charter Research Branch which is now working on the 1989-1992
Suppl emrent of the Repertoire, would accordingly have to convert it into the new
nmerged format. This would require adjustnent to the new nethod, as well as
special efforts, taking into account the conplexity of the period.

46. Wiile elimnation of duplication in the two publications through their
merger into one fromthe period starting in 1989 will in the long run expedite
the rel ease of this valuable research tool, closing the gap will require a
short-terminvestnent of resources.

3. Recourse to interns

47. The use of interns, as reconmended by Menber States, is viewed by the
Department of Political Affairs as an inportant source which can potentially
provi de substantial assistance in the preparation of the Repertoire. As in the
case of the use of interns for the Repertory, steps have been initiated with a
view to establishing a special progranme for the preparation of the Repertoire,
under which the services of young jurists and students may be engaged for

peri ods beyond the standard two to three nonths.

48. As was pointed out above in connection with the Repertory,® the use of
interns, helpful as it may be, can be really efficient only with proper training
and supervision provided by the regular Professional staff.

4., Soliciting human and financial resources from outside
institutions

49. As is the case with the preparation of the Repertory, it may be necessary
to identify appropriate resources to support the preparation of the Repertoire.
It will not be possible to accept the services of gratis personnel, given the

deci sion of the General Assenbly in its resolution 51/243 (see para. 32 above).

5. Use of new technol ogy

50. The Department of Political Affairs and its Security Council Practices and
Charter Research Branch have upgraded their equi pnent and al ready have

el ectroni c access to docunentation where it exists; they continue to create
links to databases within the Departnent and the Secretariat as a whole. In
addition, the Branch is developing its own databases to assist it in the
research process both for the preparation of the Repertoire (and the Repertory)
and for responding to requests. The Branch is inproving its systemfor informa

/...
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codification of the Security Council activities and procedures to be used for
the preparation of the el eventh Suppl enent of the Repertoire (1989-1992). The
common optical disk system (ODS), containing the docunents begi nning from 1993,
will definitely be useful for the preparation of future supplenents.

51. The Branch, in consultation with the conputer specialist of the Departnent
of Political Affairs, initiated contacts with the Sal es and Marketing Section of
the Ofice for Conmmunications and Public Information, concerning the conversion
of the original and consequent supplenents of the Repertoire (or the Repertory)
into electronic form which would nake it an easily searchabl e database. The
vol umes existing only in hard copy have to be scanned by the ODS; Suppl enent

No. 10, which already exists in electronic form can be reproduced from

di skettes. The cost of the project could be borne by the Applications

Devel oprment Service, which is in charge of ODS. Furthernore, having the
Repertoire (or the Repertory) transferred into electronic formwll permt its
production as a CO-ROM This mght require sone initial investnent but wll
generate considerable profit from sal es.

52. Apart fromthe possibility and the advantages of converting the Repertoire
into electronic form it would al so be advisable to reissue the hard copi es,
including the original and all the supplenments. Selective market analysis has
shown that these are out of stock and that the Repertoire is likely to attract
interest if available as a set (1945 to present).

E. Estimates of work-nonths requirenents for the Repertoire

53. It has to be spelled out clearly that, under the existing arrangenents, the
Department of Political Affairs is the only departnent that has responsibility
for both the Repertoire and Repertory. Both publications are produced on a
regul ar basis, and both of these mandated activities require nmore or |less stable
teans of core staff assigned to each of them The elim nation of backlogs for
the Repertoire and the Repertory should be viewed as separate assignnments, and
until the gap is closed, tenmporary arrangenents woul d be needed for both
publications. In case the decision is taken by Menber States to nerge the
Repertoire with the volume of the Repertory dealing with the Security Counci
(Articles 22 to 54), beginning with 1989, tenporary assistance would still be
necessary to nmake adjustnments for the period from 1979 to 1988. On the basis of
past experience, approximately 144 Professional work-nmonths for 6 Professiona
staff and 72 work-nmonths for support staff would be required.

54. The experience with consultancies in connection with certain aspects of the
preparation of the Repertoire proved to be beneficial and the Departnent intends
to continue to use this source of assistance to the extent possible.

55. The forthcom ng supplenents will be, understandably, nmore conmplex and
vol um nous. The use of technol ogy or a change in nethodol ogy can help to
expedite their production but cannot substitute for the intellectual component
of the work: the task of reading, appraising, analysing and interpreting the
information as well as drafting, which has to be perforned by qualified

Prof essionals. Therefore, the expectations with respect to the estimated tim ng
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of their preparation and rel ease should be realistically based on the resource
capacity of the Security Council Practices and Charter Research Branch

56. The Repertoire, as well as the Repertory, is considered a consolidated
record of the evidence of international lawin a readily available formand a
val uabl e docunent representing the institutional nmenory for the activities of
the Security Council. 1t also contributes to the transparency and
accountability of the Council's operations. It might be appropriate, therefore,
for Menber States to consider overall resource requirenents for the updating of
the Repertoire to ensure that their needs for this publication are fully
accommodat ed.

I'V. CONCLUSI ONS

57. The Secretariat has reviewed the situation to determ ne what action could
be taken to bring the Repertory and the Repertoire up to date. A nunber of
nmeasures will be taken to facilitate the preparation of the suppl enents,

i ncl udi ng del egation of responsibility to the Secretariat units concerned for
the preparation of the relevant volumes of the Repertory suppl ements and
sinmplification of the format. In an effort to elimnate duplication, a nerger
of the two publications is proposed.

58. However, even with these neasures, the flexibility of Secretariat units to
adapt to their new responsibilities, to nodify their programe of work or to
redirect resources to acconmpdate the preparation of the publications in the
next bienniumis limted. Wile the use of interns is a possibility, the

avail ability of an adequate number of staff to provide for their training and
supervision renmains a problem

59. In the light of the above, the General Assenbly may w sh to

(a) Take note of the efforts nade to address the difficulties faced by the
Secretariat in bringing the publications up to date;

(b) Note that, for the Repertory, volumes 3 (Articles 55-72) and
4 (Articles 73-91) of Supplenment No. 5 (covering the years 1970 to 1978) will be
conpl eted by the end of 1999 and volunme 5 (Articles 92-111) of Supplenment No. 6
(covering the years 1979 to 1984) will be conpleted by m d-1998;

(c) Note that Supplerment No. 10 of the Repertoire (covering the period
1985-1988) will be conpl eted by 1998;

(d) Endorse the proposal to nmerge the Repertory and the Repertoire;
(e) Request the Secretary-Ceneral to continue to make efforts to identify
resources to undertake the work required to issue the two publications in a

timely manner;

(f) Take note that Repertory-related tasks will be included as distinct
activities within future programe budgets of the Secretariat units concerned.
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1 AVAC. 182/ L.87 and Corr. 1.

2 O0ficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-first Session, Suppl enent
No. 33 (A/51/33), para. 119.

3 For exanple, the General Assenbly held 30 plenary nmeetings at its eighth
session, whereas, at its fiftieth session, it held 128. Again, the nunber of
resol uti ons which the General Assenbly adopted at its eighth session was 114,
whereas, at its fiftieth session, it adopted a total of 325 resolutions and
112 deci si ons.

4 The term "redepl oynent" used in paragraph 119 of the Report of the
Special Committee on the Charter of the United Nations and on the Strengthening
of the Role of the Organization (see note 2 above) is associated with the
specific activities in the franework of the ongoing reformof the Secretariat.
In order to avoid the confusion, the term"reallocation" is used in the present
report to describe generally the nmoving of the staff relieved from other

assignments to prepare the Repertory or the Repertoire.
5 ST/ Al/415.

5 The Departnent of Managenent has, in principle, approved the focused use
of interns for Repertory purposes.

" The term"gratis personnel” as used herein refers to type Il gratis
personnel, as defined in the report of the Secretary-General of 21 Novenber 1996
(A/51/688), nanely, personnel contributed on a voluntary basis (in principle, by
CGovernments) to support various activities outside the scope of the Associate
Experts programme, internship programe and technical cooperation experts.

8 See note 2 above.
9 See para. 28 above.

10 The Ofice of Legal Affairs has overall coordinating responsibility for
the Repertory.



A 52/ 317
Engl i sh
Page 18

O fice of Legal

Depar t ment

Depar t ment
with
Depar t ment

Depar t ment
Conf er ence

Depar t ment

Depar t ment
with

O fice of Legal

Depar t ment

Annex |

Secretariat units bearing primary responsibility for

the preparation of studies on individual

pr ovi si ons

of the Charter

Affairs

of Political Affairs

of Political Affairs
of Peacekeepi ng Operations

for Ceneral
Servi ces

Assenmbly Affairs and

of Managenent

of Managenent
Affairs

of Econom c¢ and Social Affairs

Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner
for Human Ri ghts

Articles 1 (1), (3) and (4),
2 (1) to (3) and (5) to (7),
7, 13 (1) (a), 92 to 99, 102
to 105 and 108 to 111

3to
12, 14,

Articles 1 (2), 2 (4),
6, 10, 11 (2) to (4),
23 to 39 and 107

Articles 40 to 54 and 106

Articles 9, 11 (1), 15, 16,
18, 20 to 22 and 73 to 91

Articles 8, 17, 19, 100 (1)
and 101

Article 100 (2)

Articles 13 (2), 55 (a) and
(b), 57 to 62 (1) and (3) to
(4) and 63 to 72

Articles 13 (1) (b),
56 and 62 (2)

55 (¢),
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Annex 11

Secretariat units responsible for the coordination of the

Vol ume 1 (Articles

Vol ume 2 (Articles

Vol ume 3 (Articles

Vol umre 4 (Articles

Volunme 5 (Articles

Vol unme 6 (Articles
to 111)

preparation of Repertory vol unes

1to 8)

9 to 22)

23 to 54, 106 and 107)

55 to 72)

73 to 91)

92 to 105 and 108

Ofice of Legal Affairs

Department of General Assenbly
Affairs and Conference Services

Departmment of Political Affairs

Department of Econom c and Soci al
Affairs

Departnment of General Assenbly
Affairs and Conference Services

Ofice of Legal Affairs
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Annex |1
Conparison of the Repertoire of Practice of the Security Counci
and the Repertory of Practice of United Nations O gans
Organi zed by Repertoire Chapter and the Charter articles
dealt with therein
Security Counci l Repertory
Repertoire chapter Article(s) Not es
I. Provisional rules of 27 (3); 28; 30; 98

procedure of the
Security Counci

1. Agenda 30

I1l. Participation in the 30; 31; 32; 35 (1) The Repertoire's
proceedi ngs of the tabul ati on concerning
Security Counci l invitations issued is

conparable to that of the

Repertory, under
Article 31; the

Repertoire's tabul ation
concerning participation
is nore detail ed than

that of the Repertory
under Article 30.

V. Voting 27; 39 This Repertoire chapter
and Article 27 in the
Repertory present voting
i nformation in tabul ar
form but with different
organi zati on and content.

V. Subsidiary organs of the 29
Security Counci

VI. Relations with other 12, 24 (3); 83; 87; |If there were material on
Uni ted Nations organs 88; 94; 96; 97 the Mlitary Staff
Conmittee, Articles 26
and 47 woul d al so be
i ncl uded here.

VIl. Practice relative to 4, 5; 6
reconmendations to the
General Assenbly
regardi ng menbership in
the United Nations
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Security Counci l Repertory
Repertoire chapter Article(s) Not es
VII1. Consideration of Chapters VI, VI The anal ytical table of
guesti ons under the and VII1: 33-54 Chapter VIIIl appears in
Council's responsibility t he Repertory under
for the maintenance of Article 24.
i nternational peace and
security
I X. Decisions in the 12; 93 (2); 97
exerci se of other
functions and powers
X. Consideration of the Chapter VI: 33-38 Tabul ation contrasting
provi sions of Chapter Vi itens brought as disputes
of the Charter or situations appears in
both Repertoire and under
Article 35 of the
Repertory, but is nore
detailed in the
Repertoire.
XI. Consideration of the Chapter VII: 39-51
provi si ons of
Chapter VII of the
Charter
Xl'l. Consideration of the 1(2); 2; 24; 25
provi si ons of ot her Chapter VIII
Articles of the Charter Chapter Xl
Chapter Xvl; 1083;

Chapter Xvili




