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[Unofficial translation]

International Cooperation

Submitted by China

1. International Cooperation is one of the main pillars of the Biological Weapons
Convention and is of far-reaching significance to the comprehensive and effective
implementation of the Convention. Implementation of Article X can contribute to the
peaceful use of bioscience and technology, enhancing capacity of the States Parties for their
implementation efforts, and attracting more states to accede to the Convention.

2. China, as always, attaches great importance to International Cooperation. For many
years, China has cooperated with many countries in the fields of response to infectious
diseases, biosafety management, health care etc, and within its grasp provided supports and
assistances to others, and along with other States Parties, spared no efforts to promote new
progress in this regard. During the Seventh Review Conference, China submitted a working
paper on international cooperation, introducing its endeavours both multilaterally and
bilaterally. Several main activities conducted by China in 2012 are as follows:

(@ Prevention of human diseases

() In 2012, China's Ministry of Health continues to communicate and cooperate
with the World Health Organization (WHO) and other countries on implementation of The
International Health Regulation 2005 as well as the prevention and control over novel
coronavirus.

(i) In March, China's Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST) and the
Bureau of Science and Technology of Singapore held the first China-Singapore joint
scientific workshop on cancer, so as to promote cooperation on tumour research.

(iii) In May and July, MOST hosted two international workshops on digital
medical image equipment and Ultrasonic treatment of tumour respectively in Shenyang and
Chongging, sharing the progress made by China in these areas.

(iv) In November, MOST held a training course in Beijing on prevention and
diagnosis of severe diseases of Southeast Asia and Africa regions.

(b) Prevention of animal epidemics. In March, China's Ministry of Agriculture
dispatched an expert team to Middle East to assist the regional countries to control poultry
outbreaks.
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(c) Plant protection. In 2012, China held several technical training courses on
surveillance of rice pest and diseases, and donated relevant equipments to Vietnam and
other countries.

(d) Biosafety. In 2012, MOST, together with ASEAN, continue to build the alarm,
prevention and control platform against invasion of alien species, so as to prevent and slow
down its process and mitigate its threats to local agriculture and forestry and ecological
environment.

(e) Training Program for Scientists. Since 2004, the Chinese Academy of
Science (CAS) and the Academy of Sciences for Developing World (TWAS) have co-
hosted the CAS-TWAS program, and consistently train scholars of bioscience from
developing countries. Every year, more than 10 scholars receive training in CAS's Institute
of Biophysics.

3. Over the years, the States Parties have made a lot of efforts and certain achievements
for international cooperation. However, gaps exist between what have been done and the
expectation and actual needs of the vast developing countries. China holds that, the States
Parties could strengthen international cooperation and exchange in the following three
aspects:

(@ Information exchange and cooperation. States Parties should strengthen
information exchange related to advancement of bioscience and technology, sharing the
new achievements in this regard, notifying each other about the development which might
pose potential threats, and enhancing screening and monitoring relatively. It is also
important to improve existing notification mechanism on disease outbreaks and strengthen
the information sharing in counter-bioterrorism and other biosafety issues.

(b) Technology exchange and cooperation. States Parties should promote
biotechnology exchange and cooperation, through joint research, technology transfer and
other forms, especially by transferring technology and equipments to developing countries
to enhance their capacity on response to disease outbreaks, biosafety and health care, and
by removing the export restrictions against the objectives of international cooperation.

(c) Personnel exchange and cooperation. States Parties should strengthen
exchange and cooperation by hosting training programs, making study tour, holding
workshops and exchanging students in areas such as national implementation, bioscience
and technology and biosafety management, training personnel for implementation of the
Convention, and sharing views and experience in research, biosafety management and so
on.



