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(A)     GE.06-65617    061206    071206 

 ٢٠٠٦ديسمبر / كانون الأول٨ -نوفمبر / تشرين الثاني٢٠جنيف، 
  من جدول الأعمال١٣البند 

 تقرير اللجنة الجامعة

 تقرير اللجنة الجامعة 

 من نظامه الداخلي، لجنة جامعة للنظر بتفصيل في المسائل         ٣٥راضي، طبقاً للمادة    أنشـأ المؤتمـر الاستع     -١
 .الموضوعية ذات الصلة بالاتفاقية بغية تيسير أعمال المؤتمر

، السفير  ٢٠٠٦نوفمبر  / تشرين الثاني  ٢٠وانتخـب المؤتمر بالتزكية، في جلسته العامة الأولى المعقودة في            -٢
والسفير بوميتسوي  ) كندا(وانتخب المؤتمر أيضاً السفير بول مايير       . ساً للجنة الجامعة  رئي) رومانيا(دورو كوستيا   

 .نائبين لرئيس اللجنة) بوتسوانا(موكغوتو 

 تشرين  ٣٠ إلى   ٢١وعقـدت اللجـنة الجامعـة، وفقاً لولايتها، إحدى عشرة جلسة خلال الفترة من                -٣
وقامت اللجنة خلال أعمالها . نة أيضاً مشاورات غير رسميةوبالإضافة إلى ذلك، عقدت اللج. ٢٠٠٦نوفمبر /الثاني

من جدول الأعمال، فضلاً عن     ) ج(١٠و) ب(١٠باسـتعراض مختلف مواد الاتفاقية وأحكامها بموجب البندين         
 : على النحو التالي١٢ و١١النظر في البندين 

 :مادتها الثانية عشرةاستعراض سير الاتفاقية طبقاً لما نصت عليه  - من جدول الأعمال ١٠البند 

 المواد من الأولى إلى الخامسة عشرة؛ )ب(  

 .فقرات الديباجة وأهداف الاتفاقية )ج( 

النظر في المسائل المحددة في استعراض سير الاتفاقية طبقاً لما نصت عليه  - من جدول الأعمال ١١البند 
 .اءمادتها الثانية عشرة وأي إجراء متابعة يمكن اتخاذه بتوافق الآر

 .مسائل أخرى، بما في ذلك مسألة الاستعراض المقبل للاتفاقية - من جدول الأعمال ١٢البند 
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وترد هذه الاقتراحات في المرفق الثاني . وقُدم أثناء عمل اللجنة، عدد من الاقتراحات بشأن مواد الاتفاقية    -٤
تراحات تضمنت مزيداً الاقتراحات    وجرت مناقشات مكثفة بشأن هذه الاق     ). بالإنكليزية فقط (بهـذا الـتقرير     

 .والتعديلات المقترحة على الاقتراحات

وبالاسـتناد إلى هـذه المناقشات أعد رئيس اللجنة مخططاً عاماً لمشروع الوثيقة الختامية للمؤتمر، وهذا                 -٥
لة لم يُتفق ولاحظت اللجنة أن اللغة المستخدمة في هذه الحصي. المخطـط مـرفق بهذا التقرير بوصفه المرفق الأول       

وقررت اللجنة إحالة هذا    . علـيها ولم تُناقش كلياً وكانت قد أُدرجت دون الإخلال بموقف أي وفد من الوفود              
المخطط إلى الجلسة العامة للمؤتمر لمزيد النقاش والتفاوض حسب الاقتضاء، بغية التوصل إلى توافق في الآراء حول         

 .وثيقة ختامية في أقرب وقت ممكن

نوفمبر / تشرين الثاني٣٠ اللجنة الجامعة تقريرها في جلستها الحادية عشرة والأخيرة المعقودة في واعتمدت -٦
٢٠٠٦. 
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 المرفق الأول

 مخطط عام لمشروع الوثيقة الختامية
 للمؤتمر الاستعراضي السادس

 من إعداد رئيس اللجنة الجامعة

 التقرير الإجرائي: الجزء الأول

 ]يناقش فيما بعد[

 مشروع الإعلان الختامي: نيالجزء الثا

 أداء العهد الرسمي/الديباجة

 ويمكن أن يتضمن فقرات منقولة من مواد محددة لأنها تنطبق على الاتفاقية ككل،              -يـناقش فيما بعد     ( 
، وأهمية الامتثال ١٥٤٠وإعادة تأكيد عامة لجميع المواد والتفاهمات السابقة، وإشارات عامة إلى قرار مجلس الأمن 

 .) المواد، والتعامل مع عدم الامتثال، إلخلجميع

 المادة الأولى

ويعلن المؤتمر أن الاتفاقية شاملة في . يعيد المؤتمر تأكيد أهمية المادة الأولى بقدر ما أنها تحدد نطاق الاتفاقية -١
بيولوجية نطاقهـا وأن المـادة الأولى تغطـي بشـكل لا لبس فيه جميع العوامل الجرثومية وغيرها من العوامل ال                   

والتكسينات المكونة بشكل طبيعي أو بشكل اصطناعي أو المحوَّرة، فضلاً عن العناصر المكونة لها بصرف النظر عن 
 .منشئها وطريقة إنتاجها وما إذا كانت تؤثر أم لا على الإنسان والحيوان والنبات

ويحيط . مية والتكنولوجية ذات الصلة   ويعيد المؤتمر تأكيد أن المادة الأولى تنطبق على جميع التطورات العل           -٢
المؤتمـر علماً بالتطورات العلمية والتكنولوجية، بما في ذلك في مجالات الميكروبيولوجيا، والتكنولوجيا الأحيائية،              
وبيولوجـيا الجزيئـيات، والهندسـة الوراثـية، والبيولوجـيا التخليقية، والمعلوماتية الأحيائية، والجينوميات،              

 .والنانوتكنولوجياوالبروتوميات، 

ويؤكد المؤتمر من جديد أن استعمال الدول الأطراف للعوامل الجرثومية أو العوامل البيولوجية الأخرى أو  -٣
التكسينات بأي وسيلة وتحت أي ظروف، على نحو لا يتسق مع أغراض الوقاية أو الحماية أو غيرها من الأغراض                

ويؤكد المؤتمر عزم الدول الأطراف على إدانة أي استخدام         . ن الاتفاقية السلمية، هو فعلاً انتهاك للمادة الأولى م      
من جانب أي جهة أو في أي وقت للعوامل البيولوجية أو التكسينات كأسلحة في الحرب أو النـزاعات المسلحة                  

 . أو لأغراض عدوانية
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 المادة الثانية

إلى الاتفاقية بعد بدء سريانها، أن تنجز عملية        يؤكد المؤتمر من جديد أنه يتعين، بالنسبة لأي دولة تنضم            -٤
 .التدمير أو التحويل إلى الأغراض السلمية حسب ما هو محدد في المادة الثانية

ويرحـب المؤتمر بالبيانات الصادرة عن الدول التي أصبحت أطرافاً في الاتفاقية بأنها لا تمتلك عوامل أو                  -٥
 . ال مما هو محظور في المادة الأولى من الاتفاقيةتكسينات أو أسلحة أو معدات أو وسائل إيص

ويشدد المؤتمر على أنه يتعين على الدول اتخاذ جميع احتياطات السلامة اللازمة لحماية السكان والبيئة عند  -٦
وعليها أن تقدم المعلومات المناسبة لجميع الدول الأطراف عن         . القيام بذلك التدمير أو التحويل للأغراض السلمية      

 ").واو"تدابير بناء الثقة، التدبير (طريق تبادل المعلومات 

 المادة الثالثة

يعيد المؤتمر تأكيد أن المادة الثالثة شاملة بما فيه الكفاية لتغطي أي متلق أياً كان على المستويات الدولية أو  -٧
 الملائمة لتنفيذ هذه المادة، وذلك      ويدعو المؤتمر الدول الأطراف كافة إلى اتخاذ التدابير       . الوطنـية أو دون الوطنية    

 :قصد ضمان ما يلي

ألا يُسـمح بإجـراء عملـيات نقل ذات صلة بالاتفاقية إلا إذا كان الاستخدام المزمع موجهاً                  `١`
 لأغراض غير محظورة بموجب الاتفاقية؛

سينات منع الأفراد أو الجماعات دون الوطنية بشكل فعال من الحصول على عوامل بيولوجية وتك `٢`
 من خلال عمليات النقل لأغراض أخرى غير الأغراض السلمية؛

حماية وضمان العوامل البيولوجية والتكسينات التي يمكن أن تستخدم لأغراض مسموح بها وفي              `٣`
نفس الوقت لأغراض تحظرها الاتفاقية، بما في ذلك من خلال اتخاذ تدابير لمراقبة الوصول إلى هذه 

 ومناولتها؛العوامل والتكسنيات 

حظر عمليات تحويل المواد التي تحظرها الاتفاقية إلى دول أو جهات أجنبية أو محلية غير حكومية،  `٤`
من خلال اتخاذ التدابير الأمنية الملائمة وفرض الرقابة على الصادرات، بما في ذلك وضع أحكام               

 عامة شاملة عند الاقتضاء؛

نقل المعارف العلمية والتكنولوجيا والمعدات والمواد      أو حدود على عمليات     /عدم فرض قيود و    `٥`
 .لأغراض سلمية تتفق مع أحكام الاتفاقية بأي طريقة من الطرق أو في ظرف من الظروف

 المادة الرابعة

يعيد المؤتمر تأكيد أن اعتماد وتنفيذ التدابير الوطنية اللازمة بموجب هذه المادة من شأنهما أن يعززا فعالية          -٨
 ـ وفي هذا السياق يدعو المؤتمر الدول الأطراف إلى اعتماد تدابير تشريعية وإدارية وقضائية وغيرها من               . يةالاتفاق

 :التدابير، بما في ذلك جزاءات جنائية ومدنية، بغية ما يلي
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تعزيز الامتثال للاتفاقية محلياً ومنع استحداث أو إنتاج أو تخزين أو حفظ أو استخدام الأسلحة                `١`
 ة والتكسينية في النـزاعات المسلحة لأغراض عدوانية أو في نشاط إرهابي أو إجرامي؛البيولوجي

تطبيق الدول الأطراف لهذه التدابير ضمن إقليمها أو تحت ولايتها أو سيطرتها والقيام، متى كان                `٢`
على ذلـك ممكـناً من الناحية الدستورية ومتفقاً مع القانون الدولي، بتطبيق هذه التدابير أيضاً                

 الأفعـال الـتي يقترفها في أي مكان أشخاص طبيعيون يحملون جنسيتها أو أشخاص مسجلون               
 على إقليمها؛

ضمان سلامة وأمن العوامل الجرثومية أو غيرها من العوامل البيولوجية والتكسينات في المختبرات  `٣`
ت والحماية الشخصية   والمنشآت، بما في ذلك من خلال تقييم المخاطر وحماية تكنولوجيا المعلوما          

 والعملـية والماديـة للمختـبرات والمنشآت لمنع الوصول غير المرخص إليها ونقل هذه العوامل               
 .أو التكسينات

ويرحـب المؤتمر بالتدابير التي اتخذتها الدول الأطراف بهذا الخصوص ويكرر نداءه إلى أي دولة طرف لم                  -٩
ويشجع المؤتمر الدول الأطراف على تقديم نصوص أية تدابير .  تأخيرتتخذ بعد التدابير اللازمة لأن تفعل ذلك دون

 .اتخذتها من هذا القبيل، فضلاً عن أية معلومات مفيدة عن تنفيذها إلى إدارة الأمم المتحدة لشؤون نزع السلاح

 المعلومات  ويحـث المؤتمر على تضمين المناهج والبرامج التعليمية في المجالات الطبية والعلمية والعسكرية             -١٠
ويحث المؤتمر الدول الأطراف على دعم استنباط برامج تدريبية . ١٩٢٥المتعلقة بالاتفاقية وببروتوكول جنيف لعام 

وتعليمية للجهات التي يُسمح لها بالوصول إلى العوامل البيولوجية والتكسينات التي يمكن أن تستخدم لأغراض غير 
ذلك للجهات التي تمتلك المعرفة أو القدرة لتغيير هذه العوامل          مـرخص بهـا ولأغـراض تحظرها الاتفاقية، وك        

 .والتكسينات، قصد إثارة الوعي بالمخاطر، فضلاً عن التزامات الدول الأطراف بموجب الاتفاقية

ويناشـد المؤتمـر الأوساط العلمية، من خلال الدول الأطراف، ألا تقدم دعمها إلا للأنشطة التي لها ما                   -١١
ض الوقاية والحماية وغيرها من الأغراض السلمية، وأن تمتنع عن تنفيذ أو دعم الأنشطة التي تشكل     يـبررها لأغرا  

ويشدد المؤتمر على مسؤولية فرادى العلماء والخبراء في التكنولوجيا . إخلالاً بالالتزامات المنبثقة عن أحكام الاتفاقية
وفي هذا السياق يسلم المؤتمر بأهمية مدونة قواعد        . الوجمعـياتهم المهنـية عن دعم الاتفاقية ومنع إساءة الاستعم         

 .السلوك وآليات التنظيم الذاتي في إثارة الوعي، ويدعو الدول الأطراف إلى دعم وتشجيع اعتمادها

ويشجع المؤتمر الدول الأطراف على اتخاذ التدابير اللازمة لتشجيع الوعي العام بالحاجة إلى تقديم التقارير                -١٢
 التي تقوم بها داخل أقاليمها أو الخاضعة لولايتها أو التي يمكن أن تشكل انتهاكاً للاتفاقية أو للقانون                  عن الأنشطة 

 .الجنائي الوطني ذي الصلة

ويحث المؤتمر الدول الأطراف على اتخاذ التدابير على المستويات الوطني والإقليمي والدولي لتعزيز السبل               -١٣
 .مراض الطبيعية أو العرضية أو غير المألوفة أو المشبوهةوالقدرات لمراقبة وكشف تفشي الأ
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ويحث المؤتمر الدول الأطراف التي لها خبرة ذات صلة في التدابير القانونية والإدارية لتنفيذ أحكام الاتفاقية  -١٤
 ى كما يشجع المؤتمر مثل هذه المبادرات عل      . عـلى تقـديم المسـاعدة للدول الأطراف الأخرى بناء على طلبها           

 .أساس إقليمي

الذي يضع التزامات على جميع الدول      ) ٢٠٠٤(١٥٤٠ويشـير المؤتمر إلى قرار مجلس أمن الأمم المتحدة           -١٥
 يؤكد دعم تنفيذ    ١٥٤٠ويلاحظ المؤتمر أن القرار     . ويـتفق مـع أحكام الاتفاقية، ولا سيما أحكام هذه المادة          

و منع انتشار أسلحة الدمار الشامل، بما فيها الأسلحة البيولوجية المعاهدات المتعددة الأطراف التي تهدف إلى إزالة أ
كما يلاحظ المؤتمر أن المعلومات المقدمة للأمم المتحدة من الدول وفقاً . والتكسينية، قصد تشجيع الاستقرار الدولي

تم التقدم (. لمادة يمكـن أن توفر مرجعاً مفيداً للدول الأطراف في الوفاء بالتزاماتها بموجب هذه ا          ١٥٤٠للقـرار   
الإعلان الرسمي، أو إلى إبقائها هنا بوصفها المرجع الوحيد في          /باقتراحات ترمي إلى نقل هذه الفقرة إلى الديباجة       

 )١٥٤٠إطار القرار 

ويشـجع المؤتمـر الدول الأطراف على تعيين جهات وصل وطنية لتنسيق الاتفاقية على الصعيد الوطني                 -١٦
: يمكن نقل هذه الفقرة إلى الفرع الثالث      (. ف الأخرى والمنظمات الدولية ذات الصلة     والاتصـال بالدول الأطرا   

 )القرارات والتوصيات

 المادة الخامسة

 :يعيد المؤتمر تأكيد ما يلي -١٧

أن هـذه المادة توفر إطاراً مناسباً للدول الأطراف للتشاور والتعاون مع بعضها البعض لحل أي                `١`
 ل بهدف الاتفاقية أو تطبيق أحكامها؛مشكلة قد تطرأ فيما يتص

أنه يتعين على أي دولة طرف يتبين لها وجود مشكلة من هذا القبيل أن تستخدم، كقاعدة عامة،  `٢`
 هذا الإطار للتصدي لهذه المشكلة وحلها؛

أنـه يتعين على الدول الأطراف أن تقدم ردوداً محددة وفي الوقت المناسب لأي قلق يثار بشأن                  `٣`
 . الخروج عن الالتزامات بمقتضى الاتفاقيةادعاء

ويشير المؤتمر إلى أن إجراءات التشاور التي اتُفق عليها في المؤتمرين الاستعراضيين الثاني والثالث يمكن أن                 -١٨
ويعيد المؤتمر تأكيد أن هذا التشاور والتعاون يمكن   . تستخدمها الدول الأطراف للتشاور والتعاون وفقاً لهذه المادة       

ن يـتما أيضاً على أساس ثنائي أو متعدد الأطراف، أو من خلال إجراءات دولية مناسبة أخرى في إطار الأمم                    أ
 .المتحدة ووفقاً لميثاقها

ويشـدد المؤتمـر على أهمية تبادل المعلومات فيما بين الدول الأطراف من خلال تدابير بناء الثقة التي تم الاتفاق                     -١٩
ويرحب المؤتمر بتبادل المعلومات بموجب هذه التدابير، ويلاحظ أن ذلك قد أسهم في             . ضي الثالث عليها في المؤتمر الاستعرا   

ويسلم المؤتمر مع ذلك بأن أغلبية الدول الأطراف لا تشارك          . تعزيـز الشـفافية وبناء الثقة، وبالتالي تحسين الأمن الدولي         
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لمؤتمر بالحاجة إلى تحسين إعمال التدابير لزيادة عدد الدول         ويسلم ا . بانـتظام وأن جميع الردود لم تقدم في الوقت المناسب         
ويحث المؤتمر . )المفاوضات متواصلة/والمشاورات(... وتحقيقاً لهذه الغاية وقصد تسهيل نقل المعلومات . الأطراف المشاركة

 .جميع الدول الأطراف على أن تقدم في المستقبل إعلانات كاملة وفي الوقت المناسب

 ادسةالمادة الس

 .يلاحظ المؤتمر أن أحكام هذه المادة لم يتم اللجوء إليها -٢٠

 :ويدعو المؤتمر مجلس الأمن إلى القيام بما يلي -٢١

النظر فوراً في أي شكوى مقدمة بموجب هذه المادة والشروع في أي تدابير يراها لازمة للتحقيق             `١`
 في الشكوى وفقاً للميثاق؛

 بطلب أن يحقق الأمين العام للأمم       ١٩٨٨ لعام   ٦٢٠رياً وفقاً لقراره    القيام، إذا رأى ذلك ضرو     `٢`
المـتحدة في الشكوى، مستخدماً المبادئ التوجيهية والإجراءات التقنية الواردة في المرفق الأول             

 ؛A/44/561لوثيقة الأمم المتحدة 

النظر فوراً في أي    إبلاغ كل دولة طرف بنتائج أي تحقيق يتم الشروع فيه بموجب هذه المادة، و              `٣`
 .إجراء مناسب آخر قد يكون لازماً

ويسـلم المؤتمر بأنه طبقاً للأهداف المحددة في ديباجة الاتفاقية، يجوز للدولة الطرف أن تطلب من مجلس                  -٢٢
الأمـن الـنظر في اتخاذ أية إجراءات تتفق مع أغراض الاتفاقية ومقاصدها، بما فيها تلك التي تلتزم بها الدول التي    

 .ليست أطرافاً في الاتفاقية أو الجهات الفاعلة من غير الدول

ويعـيد المؤتمـر تأكـيد اتفاق الدول الأطراف على التشاور بناء على طلب أي دولة طرف فيما يتعلق                -٢٣
ويعيد المؤتمر تأكيد تعهد كل دولة      . بادعاءات استخدام الأسلحة البيولوجية أو التكسينية أو التهديد باستخدامها        

ن الدول الأطراف بالتعاون في أية تحقيقات يباشرها مجلس الأمن، والتعاون كلياً مع الأمين العام للأمم المتحدة في م
 .إجراء هذه التحقيقات

، على القيام، بمساعدة    ٦٠/٢٨٨ويشـجع المؤتمر الأمين العام للأمم المتحدة، وفقاً لقرار الجمعية العامة             -٢٤
 بالخبراء والمختبرات، فضلاً عن المبادئ التوجيهية والإجراءات التقنية المتاحة لـه من       خبرائه المعيّنين، بوضع سجل   

ويحث المؤتمر الدول الأطراف على الاحتفاظ . أجـل التحقـيق في الاستخدام المزعوم في الوقت المناسب وبفعالية     
 .أن تساعد الأمين العامبقوائم مستوفاة بالخبراء التقنيين والمختبرات الخاضعة لاختصاصها والتي يمكن 

ويلاحظ المؤتمر الاستعراضي أن الإجراء المبين في هذه المادة لا يمس حق الدول الأطراف في الاتفاقية في أن  -٢٥
تنظر بشكل جماعي في ادعاءات عدم الامتثال لأحكام الاتفاقية، واتخاذ القرارات المناسبة وفقاً لميثاق الأمم المتحدة 

 .ولي القابلة للتطبيقوقواعد القانون الد
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 المادة السابعة

 .يلاحظ المؤتمر بارتياح أنه لم يتم اللجوء بهذه الأحكام -٢٦

 :ويعيد المؤتمر تأكيد أنه في حالة اللجوء إلى هذه المادة -٢٧

 ينبغي النظر فوراً في أي طلب يقدم وفقاً لهذه المادة، وتوفير استجابة مناسبة؛ `١` 

 في انتظار اتخاذ مجلس الأمن لقرار، تقديم مساعدة طارئة في حينها إذا             يمكـن للدول الأطراف،    `٢`
 طُلب منها ذلك؛

يمكن للأمم المتحدة أن تلعب دوراً تنسيقياً في تقديم المساعدة، بمعونة الدول الأطراف وكذلك               `٣`
اقية الدولية المنظمات الحكومية الدولية المناسبة مثل منظمة الأمم المتحدة للأغذية والزراعة والاتف   

 .لحماية النباتات والمنظمة العالمية لصحة الحيوان ومنظمة الصحة العالمية

ويلاحـظ المؤتمـر أن التأهـب الوطني للدول الأطراف يساهم في القدرات الدولية على الاستجابة والتحقيق                  -٢٨
 .زعوم للأسلحة البيولوجية والتكسينيةوالتخفيف من تفشي الأمراض، بما فيها الأمراض التي يعود سببها إلى الاستخدام الم

ويعيد المؤتمر تأكيد ضرورة النظر في إجراء مفصل لتقديم المساعدة قصد ضمان أن تقوم الدول الأطراف التي                  -٢٩
وفي هذا السياق يطلب المؤتمر من إدارة الأمم المتحدة لشؤون نزع           . يُطلـب منها ذلك بتقديم مساعدة طارئة في حينها        

 .ء جرد لأنواع المساعدة التي يمكن للدول الأطراف تقديمها عملاً بهذه المادة متى طُلب منها ذلكالسلاح إجرا

ويؤكد المؤتمر تعهد الدول الأطراف بتقديم أو دعم المساعدة لأي دولة طرف تطلب ذلك، إذا قرر مجلس              -٣٠
أطرافاً في الاتفاقية أو جهات     الأمـن أن الدولة الطرف تعرضت لخطر أو أذى نتيجة أفعال ترتكبها دول ليست               

 .فاعلة من غير الدول ولا تتفق مع مقاصد الاتفاقية وأغراضها

 المادة الثامنة

 بأن تفي بالتزاماتها التي قطعتها      ١٩٢٥يناشـد المؤتمـر جميع الدول الأطراف في بروتوكول جنيف لعام             -٣١
 . البروتوكول على الانضمام إليه دون تأخيربموجب البروتوكول، ويحث كل الدول التي لم تصبح بعد أطرافاً في

، الذي يحظر استخدام أساليب الحرب البكتريولوجية،       ١٩٢٥ويقر المؤتمر بأن كلاً من بروتوكول جنيف لعام          -٣٢
 على أنه يحد أو     ويود المؤتمر تأكيد أن ليس في هذه الاتفاقية نص يصح تأويله          . والاتفاقـية، يكمـلان أحدهما الآخر     

 .١٩٢٥حال من الأحوال من الالتزامات المترتبة على أية دولة بموجب بروتوكول جنيف لعام ينتقص بأي 

 ذات الصلة ١٩٢٥ويكـرر المؤتمـر نـداءه إلى سـحب جميع التحفظات على بروتوكول جنيف لعام                -٣٣
 تحظرها الاتفاقية،   ويعيد المؤتمر تأكيد أن التحفظات المتعلقة بالرد الانتقامي عن طريق استخدام أشياء           . بالاتفاقية

 .ولو كان استخداماً مشروطاً، تتعارض كلياً مع الاتفاقية
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 المادة التاسعة

 يؤكـد المؤتمـر مجـدداً أن هـذه المـادة تحدد الهدف المعترف به والمتمثل في حظر الأسلحة الكيميائية           -٣٤
 . بصورة فعالة

واستخدام الأسلحة الكيميائية وتدمير تلك ويرحب المؤتمر بدخول اتفاقية حظر استحداث وإنتاج وتخزين  -٣٥
 صكاً من صكوك التصديق أو الانضمام لدى الأمم ١٨١ وبإيداع ١٩٩٧أبريل / نيسان٢٩الأسلحة حيز النفاذ في 

ويناشد المؤتمر جميع الدول الأطراف في اتفاقية الأسلحة الكيميائية أن تفي بالتزاماتها بموجب الاتفاقية              . المـتحدة 
 .لدول التي لم تنضم بعد إلى الاتفاقية إلى القيام بذلك دون تأخيرويدعو جميع ا

 المادة العاشرة

 .يؤكد المؤتمر أهمية الامتثال لهذه المادة وتنفيذها -٣٦

ويفهم المؤتمر أن هذه المادة توفر للدول وسيلة لتيسير تبادل المعدات والمواد والمعلومات والمشاركة في هذا  -٣٧
 .سلميةالتبادل للأغراض ال

 . تدابير تنفيذ المادة العاشرة مع أهداف الاتفاقية وأحكامهاتتسق  ضرورة أنشدد المؤتمر علىيو -٣٨

ويسلّم المؤتمر بأن    . المادة تنفيذاً كاملاً وشاملاً    بتنفيذ هذه  جميع الدول لتزام  على ا ويؤكـد المؤتمر مجدّداً      -٣٩
تزيد من إمكانات التعاون فيما بين       إذ س  التكنولوجيا الأحيائية ديثة في ميدان    الحتكنولوجية  العلمية و التطورات  ال

، ستزيد أيضاً من إمكانات إساءة جعل هذه الأنشطة ذات أهمية حاسمة لتعزيز الاتفاقية     سـت الـدول الأطـراف و    
أن لى  يحث هذا المؤتمر الدول الأطراف، وبخاصة أكثرها تقدماً في هذا الميدان، علذا .استخدام العلم والتكنولوجيا

لا تمييز، خاصة فيما يتعلق ب تعزيز التعاون الدولي ونقل التكنولوجيا على قدم المساواة و    قصدطوات إيجابية   بخ تقوم
، ويضمن أن يكون ترويج العلم      الأهداف الأساسية لهذه الاتفاقية   بما يعزز   بالـبلدان الأقل تقدماً في هذا الميدان،        

 .تفاقية وغرضها السلميينوالتكنولوجيا متسقاً بالكامل مع هدف الا

تعدد الم لضمان التعاون وجودة الطرق والوسائل المؤسسية الم من اللازم زيادة تطويريؤكد المؤتمر مجدداً أنو -٤٠
الاستخدامات السلمية في المجالات    المتعلق ب لتعاون الدولي   اتعزيز  بغية   ،الأطـراف فيما بين الدول الأطراف كافة      

 .بما يشمل الطب والصحة العامة والزراعة والبيئة، ذات الصلة بالاتفاقية

ويدعـو المؤتمر إلى استخدام الوسائل المؤسسية الموجودة داخل منظومة الأمم المتحدة والمنظمات الدولية               -٤١
وفي هذا الصدد، يحث المؤتمر الدول الأطراف . الأخـرى، وفقاً لولاية كل منها، من أجل دعم أهداف هذه المادة       

 لتشجيععلى أن تتخذ، كل في مجال اختصاصه، مزيداً من التدابير المحددة            تحدة ووكالاتها المتخصصة    والأمـم الم  
 العوامل خداماستالمتعلقة بدل المعدات والمواد والمعلومات العلمية والتكنولوجية    القـيام على أكمل وجه ممكن بتبا      

 . التعاون الدولي في هذا المجالملدع و،لأغراض السلميةلوالتكسينية ) البيولوجية(البكتريولوجية 
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آليات فعالة للتنسيق بين الوكالات المتخصصة التابعة لمنظومة الأمم         ويسـلّم المؤتمر أيضاً بضرورة وجود        -٤٢
 . بغية تيسير التعاون العلمي ونقل التكنولوجيا،المتحدة والمنظمات الدولية والإقليمية

بغي ألا تستخدم أحكام الاتفاقية للقيام، بأي طريقة أو في أي ويشـدد المؤتمر على أن الدول الأطراف ين    -٤٣
 ظـرف، بتقيـيد أو تحديـد نقـل المعـارف العلمية والتكنولوجيا والمعدات والمواد لأغراض تتسق مع أهداف                   

 . الاتفاقية وأحكامها

ويحث المؤتمر  . عاشرةويسلّم المؤتمر بضرورة تنفيذ تدابير وطنية على نحو فعال بهدف تعزيز تنفيذ المادة ال              -٤٤
الـدول الأطراف، في هذا الصدد، على أن تتعهد باستعراض لوائحها الوطنية التي تنظم عمليات التبادل والنقل                  

 . الدولية بغية ضمان اتساقها مع أهداف جميع مواد الاتفاقية وأحكامها

راقبة الأمراض لدى الإنسان    ويحـث المؤتمر الدول الأطراف على أن تضع، بطرق منها التبرعات، أُطراً لم             -٤٥
والحيوان والنبات، وأن تدعم البرامج الفعالة للاستجابة على المستوى الوطني والثنائي والإقليمي والمتعدد الأطراف، 
 وذلـك بأسـاليب مـنها إبـرام اتفاقات مناسبة من شأنها تشجيع تبادل المعلومات العلمية والتقنية بانتظام في                   

 .المجال البيولوجي

ويحث المؤتمر الدول الأطراف على أن تقدم سنوياً تقارير عن كيفية تنفيذ هذه المادة، ويطلب إلى الأمين                  -٤٦
 .العام جمع هذه التقارير سنوياً وإتاحتها للدول الأطراف

 :والمؤتمر -٤٧

 العاملة في   أن تستمر في تعزيز المنظمات والشبكات الدولية القائمة       يشجع الدول الأطراف على      `١`
، لا سيما منها منظمة الصحة العالمية ومنظمة        مجـال الأمـراض المعدية، كل في مجال اختصاصه        

 ؛الأغذية والزراعة والمكتب الدولي للأوبئة الحيوانية والاتفاقية الدولية لحماية النباتات

ــية والمتصــلة بالصــحة   `٢` يلاحــظ أن دور هــذه المــنظمات ينحصــر في الجوانــب الوبائ
 النباتية لأي تفش مرضي، لكنه يقرّ بالفائدة من تبادل المعلومات معها؛/ةالحيواني/العامة

يشجع الدول الأطراف على تحسين الاتصال في مجال مراقبة الأمراض على جميع المستويات، بما في  `٣`
منظمة الصحة العالمية ومنظمة الأغذية والزراعة والمكتب الدولي        ذلك بين الدول الأطراف ومع      

 تفاقية الدولية لحماية النباتات؛الا ويوانيةللأوبئة الح

أو تحسين القدرات الوطنية والإقليمية في مجال       /يناشد الدول الأطراف أن تستمر في استحداث و        `٤`
مراقبة وكشف وتشخيص ومكافحة الأمراض المعدية فضلاً عن سائر الأخطار الأحيائية الممكنة،    

د الأحيائي، وأن تدرج هذه الجهود ضمن الخطط بطـرق مـن بينها إنشاء مراكز إقليمية للرص        
 أو الإقليمية لإدارة الطوارئ والكوارث؛/الوطنية و

 يدعو الدول الأطراف إلى استخدام المعايير والتوجيهات والتوصيات القائمة حيثما أمكن؛ `٥`
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واء  في دعم بناء القدرات، س   على أن تستمر   القادرة على تقديم الدعم   يحـث الـدول الأطراف       `٦`
بشـكل مباشر أو عن طريق المنظمات الدولية، في الدول الأطراف التي تحتاج إلى المساعدة في                

 ؛ وتشخيصها ومكافحتها وفي البحوث ذات الصلةهامجالات مراقبة الأمراض المعدية وكشف

يدعـو الدول الأطراف إلى تشجيع استحداث وإنتاج لقاحات وعقاقير لمعالجة الأمراض المعدية              `٧`
 .سطة التعاون الدولي علاوة على الشراكات بين القطاعين العام والخاص حيثما كان مناسباًبوا

ويقـر المؤتمر بالدور الهام الذي يؤديه القطاع الخاص في نقل التكنولوجيا والمعلومات إلى جانب الطائفة                 -٤٨
 .لتعاون الدولي المتصل بهذه الاتفاقيةالواسعة من المنظمات التابعة لمنظومة الأمم المتحدة التي تشارك بالفعل في ا

 المادة الحادية عشرة

 يؤكـد المؤتمـر مجدداً أن أحكام هذه المادة الحادية عشرة ينبغي من حيث المبدأ أن تنفذ بطريقة لا تمس                     -٤٩
 .بعالمية الاتفاقية

لمادة، بإخطار جميع   ويؤكـد المؤتمر مجدداً أن الجهات الوديعة تقوم، في حال تقديم اقتراح بموجب هذه ا               -٥٠
الـدول الأطراف بالاقتراح وتشجيعها على موافاتها بآرائها بشأن لزوم تعديل الاتفاقية؛ وتتخذ الجهات الوديعة               
عـندئذ مـا قـد تطلبه أغلبية الدول الأطراف من تدابير، بما في ذلك خيار عقد مؤتمر مفتوح أمام جميع الدول                      

 . الأطراف في الاتفاقية

  عشرةالمادة الثانية

المؤتمرات الاستعراضية تشكل طريقة فعالة لاستعراض تنفيذ الاتفاقية بغية ضمان          يؤكـد المؤتمر مجدداً أن       -٥١
أحكامها، ولا سيما فيما يتعلق بأي تطورات علمية وتكنولوجية جديدة ذات صلة            إنفـاذ   تحقـيق أغراضـها و    

 . ستعراضية كل خمس سنوات على الأقل لذا، يوصي المؤتمر بالمضي في عقد المؤتمرات الا.بالاتفاقية

 وأن يقوم   ٢٠١١ويقـرر المؤتمـر أن يُعقـد المؤتمر الاستعراضي السابع في جنيف في أجل أقصاه عام                  -٥٢
 :باستعراض تنفيذ الاتفاقية آخذاً في الحسبان أموراً من بينها

 التطورات العلمية والتكنولوجية الجديدة ذات الصلة بالاتفاقية؛ `١`

 أحرزته الدول الأطراف من تقدم في تنفيذ الالتزامات بموجب الاتفاقية على المستوى الوطني؛ما  `٢`

 أية تطورات في البيئة الأمنية الدولية من شأنها أن تؤثر على تنفيذ الاتفاقية؛ `٣`

بين نتائج الأنشطة والإجراءات المتفق عليها في المؤتمر الاستعراضي السادس، بما في ذلك عملية ما  `٤`
 .٢٠١٠ إلى عام ٢٠٠٧الدورتين الممتدة من عام 
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 المادة الثالثة عشرة

يؤكـد المؤتمر مجدداً أن الاتفاقية ذات أمد غير محدود وأنها تنطبق في جميع الأوقات، ويعرب عن ارتياحه                -٥٣
 .لعدم ممارسة أي دولة طرف حقها في الانسحاب من الاتفاقية

 المادة الرابعة عشرة

ؤتمـر بارتياح أنّ تسع دول انضمت إلى الاتفاقية أو صدَّقت عليها منذ المؤتمر الاستعراضي               يلاحـظ الم   -٥٤
 .الخامس

ويدعو المؤتمر الدول التي لم تصدق بعد على الاتفاقية أو لم تنضم إليها بعد إلى أن تقوم بذلك دون تأخير،  -٥٥
  والإسهام بذلك في تحقيق الانضمام العالمي       والـدول الـتي لم توقـع الاتفاقية إلى اللحاق بركب الدول الموقعة            

 . إلى الاتفاقية

ويشـجع المؤتمر الدول الأطراف على اتخاذ إجراءات لإقناع الدول غير الأطراف بالانضمام إلى الاتفاقية               -٥٦
 .دون تأخير، ويرحب خصوصاً بالمبادرات الإقليمية التي من شأنها أن توسع نطاق الانضمام إلى الاتفاقية

 ادة الخامسة عشرةالم

يقـرر المؤتمـر أن تُعتبر العربية لغة رسمية من لغات الاتفاقية إلى جانب اللغات الخمس المذكورة في هذه        -٥٧
 المـادة، وذلـك لأغـراض أي اجـتماعات تعقدهـا الـدول الأطراف وغير ذلك من الرسائل الرسمية المتعلقة        

 . بتنفيذ الاتفاقية

 صياتالقرارات والتو: الجزء الثالث

 وقد تشمل برنامج العمل لفترة ما بين الدورتين، وخطط العمل، ووحدة دعم التنفيذ، وما -سوف تناقَش لاحقاً [
 .]إلى ذلك
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 المرفق الثاني

 ]بالإنكليزية فقط[

 الصيغة المقترحة المقدمة إلى اللجنة الجامعة

 
 
Preamble 
 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
 
1. THE STATES PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION ON THE PROHIBITION OF THE 
DEVELOPMENT, PRODUCTION AND STOCKPILING OF BACTERIOLOGICAL 
(BIOLOGICAL) AND TOXIN WEAPONS AND ON THEIR DESTRUCTION, WHICH MET IN 
GENEVA FROM 20 NOVEMBER TO 8 DECEMBER 2006 TO REVIEW THE OPERATION OF 
THE CONVENTION, SOLEMNLY DECLARE: 
 
2. Their reaffirmation of their determination to act with a view to achieving effective progress 
towards general and complete disarmament, including the prohibition and elimination of all types 
of weapons of mass destruction, and their conviction that the prohibition of development, 
production, use and stockpiling of chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons and their 
elimination, through effective measures, will facilitate the achievement of general and complete 
disarmament under strict and effective international control; 
 
3. Their conviction that strengthening the Convention will be realized through the full 
implementation of all its provisions in a comprehensive and non-discriminatory manner, 
 
4. Their reaffirmation that under any circumstances the development, production, use, and 
stockpiling of bacteriological (biological) and toxin weapons is effectively prohibited under Article 
I of the Convention; 
 
5. Their recognition that purposes of this Convention include the prohibition of the use of 
biological weapons; 
 
6. Their continued determination, for the sake of mankind, to exclude completely the 
possibility of the use of bacteriological (biological) agents and toxins as weapons, and their 
conviction that such use would be repugnant to the conscience of mankind; 
 
7. Their reaffirmation of their firm commitment to the purposes of the Preamble and the 
provisions of the Convention, and of their belief that universal adherence to the Convention would 
enhance international peace and security; 
 
8. Their strong conviction that non-Parties to the Convention that enjoy advanced 
biotechnology, in particular those situated in volatile regions, are considered as a source of threat 
to the international and regional peace and security; 
 
9. Their conviction that the implementation of the provisions of the Convention should not 
hamper economic, scientific and technological development and International cooperation in the 
field of peaceful biological activities; 
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10. Their belief that imposing restrictions and/ or limitations on transfer for peaceful purposes 
of science, information, technology, equipment and materials is a violation of the Convention;  
 
11. Their affirmation that the Final Declarations of the previous BWC Review Conferences 
remain valid; 
 

12. Have agreed as follows: 
 
Article I 
 
Cuba on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement and other States 
 
13. The Final Declaration should: 
 

(i) Strongly support the provisions of Article I of the Convention; 
 

(ii) Strongly reaffirm that the use by the States Parties, in any way and under any 
circumstances, of microbial or other biological agents or toxins, that is not consistent 
with prophylactic, protective or other peaceful purposes, is effectively a violation of 
Article I of the Convention; 

 
(iii) Reaffirm that the Convention unequivocally covers all microbial or other biological 

agents or toxins, naturally or artificially created or altered, as well as their components, 
whatever their origin or method of production, of types and in quantities that have no 
justification for prophylactic, protective or other peaceful purposes;  

 
(iv) Reaffirm other understandings under this Article, reflected in the Final Declarations of 

earlier Review Conferences; 
 

(v) Reaffirm the undertaking given by the States Parties in previous review conferences that 
all developments and advances in science and technology relevant to the Convention 
apply to Article I. 

 
Finland on behalf of the European Union 
 
14. The Conference declares that the Convention is comprehensive in its scope and that all naturally 
or artificially created or altered microbial and other biological agents and toxins as well as their 
components, regardless of their origin and method of production, are unequivocally covered by the 
prohibitions as defined in Article I. Further, that the Convention prohibits the development, production, 
stockpiling, other acquisition or retention of such agents and toxins which are harmful to humans, animals 
and plants, of types and in quantities that have no justification for prophylactic, protective or other 
peaceful purposes. The Conference also declares that the prohibitions as defined in Article I apply to all 
scientific and technological developments in all fields of science relevant to the Convention. 
 
15. The Conference recalls that use, in any way and under any circumstances, of such agents or 
toxins that is not consistent with prophylactic, protective or other peaceful purposes is a violation of the 
Convention.  The Conference condemns any use of biological agents or toxins as weapons in war, armed 
conflict, or for hostile purposes, including as tools of terrorism. 
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India 
 
16. The Conference reaffirms that the Convention prohibits the development, production, stockpiling, 
other acquisition or retention of microbial or other biological agents or toxins harmful to plants and 
animals, as well as humans, of types and in quantities that have no justification for prophylactic, 
protective or other peaceful purposes. 
 
17. The Conference reaffirms that the use by the States Parties, in any way and under any 
circumstances, of microbial or other biological agents or toxins, that is not consistent with prophylactic, 
protective or other peaceful purposes, is effectively a violation of Article I of the Convention. 
 
18. The Conference reaffirms the undertaking in Article I never in any circumstances develop, 
produce, stockpile or otherwise acquire or retain weapons, equipment or means of delivery designed to 
use such agents or toxins for hostile purposes or in armed conflict, in order to exclude completely and 
forever the possibility of their use. 
 
19. The Conference also reaffirms that the Convention unequivocally covers all microbial or other 
biological agents or toxins, naturally or artificially created or altered, as well as their components, 
whatever their origin or method of production, of types and in quantities that have no justification for 
prophylactic, protective or other peaceful purposes. 
 
20. The Conference, conscious of apprehensions arising from relevant scientific and technological 
developments, inter alia, in the fields of microbiology, biotechnology, molecular biology, systems 
biology, synthetic biology, genetic engineering, genomics and proteomics, and the possibilities of their 
use inconsistent with the objectives and provisions of the Convention, reaffirms that the undertaking 
given by the States Parties in Article I applies to all such developments. 
 
21. The Conference notes that experimentation involving open-air release of pathogens or toxins 
harmful to man, animals and plans that have no justification for prophylactic, protective of other peaceful 
purposes is inconsistent with the undertakings contained in Article I. 
 
22. The Conference appeals through the States Parties to their scientific communities to lend their 
support only to activities that have justification for prophylactic, protective or other peaceful purposes, 
and refrain from undertaking or supporting activities which are in breach with the obligations deriving 
from provisions of the Convention. 
 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
 
23. The Conference considers biological weapons as a threat to humanity. 
 
24. The Conference emphasizes that the use of biological and toxin weapons in any way and under 
any circumstances, is effectively a violation of Article I of the Convention and the Protocol for the 
Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, poisonous or other Gases, and Bacteriological Methods of 
Warfare. 
 
25. The Conference expresses its concern on development, production and use of ethnic weapons and 
considers it as a crime against humanity. 
 
26. The Conference considers the development and use of biological agents and toxins for hostile 
purposes under any pretext and in any form as a violation of Article I of the Convention. 
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27. The Conference underlines that “hostile purposes” referred to in Article I of the Convention 
includes the use of biological agents and toxins in a military or covert operation against humans, animals 
and plants.  
 
28. The Conference emphasizes that “microbial or other biological agents, or toxins” referred 
to in Article I of the Convention include only the agents capable of being transformed to biological 
weapons against humans, animals and plants. The Conference also emphasizes that “types and 
quantities” referred to in the same Article needs to be defined in the framework of a multilaterally 
negotiated legally binding instrument to strengthen the Convention. 
 
New Zealand 
 
29. The Conference reaffirms the understanding that the scope of Article I includes a prohibition on 
the use of biological weapons, as well as prohibitions on development, production, stockpiling, 
acquisition and retention. 
 
Pakistan 
 
30. The Conference recognizes that Article 1 provides a comprehensive scope of prohibitions.  The 
scope of the Convention is robust enough to cover all substances produced by recent scientific and 
technological applications of biosciences which do not have peaceful applications.  
 
31. The Conference notes that the scope of Article 1 cannot be constrained by the state of scientific 
and technological knowledge at a particular time. Taking into account additional understandings, it is to 
be interpreted to take into account all developments in science and technology which can be seen in 
violation of the general prohibitions contained in this Article. 
 
32. The Conference reaffirms that the Convention effectively prohibits the use of biological and toxin 
weapons. 
 
United States of America 
 
33. The Conference notes the importance of Article I as the provision which defines the scope of the 
Convention. The Conference reaffirms its support for the provisions of this Article. 
 
34. The Conference understands that the States Parties’ compliance with their obligation not to 
“develop, produce, stockpile, or otherwise acquire or obtain, under any circumstances, biological agents 
or toxins, weapons, equipment, or means of delivery of agents for non-peaceful purposes” means that 
other States Parties or non-State actors will be effectively precluded from gaining access to such items 
from facilities operated by States Parties, thereby greatly complicating acquisition by such entities. 
 
35. The Conference emphasises that States Parties should commit to take measures to preclude non-
State actors from illicitly exploiting otherwise legitimate activities by national governments. They should 
effectively implement national measures, which may be of a legislative or regulatory nature, or may 
involve disease surveillance. The effective implementation of national measures is a central component of 
ensuring compliance, which is critical to stemming the new biological weapons threat. 
 
36. The conference encourages States Parties to promote ethical and responsible behaviour of 
scientists, an action that complements national compliance objectives and contributes to overall 
international security. Such conduct is especially significant given the desire to preserve the free flow of 
information coupled with potential misuse of biotechnology. 
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37. The Conference urges States Parties to ensure oversight of activities and facilities within their 
jurisdiction that engage in dual-use research and development to ensure compliance with Article I 
obligations, which can be done by developing and implementing national oversight plans that establish 
measures to ensure that appropriate biosecurity plans are in place. Such plans should be subject to regular 
review. 
 
Article II 
 
Finland on behalf of the European Union 
 
38. The Conference stresses the importance of the undertaking by each State Party, upon becoming a 
Party to the Convention, to destroy or to divert to peaceful purposes, all agents, toxins, weapons, 
equipment and means of delivery specified in Article I of the Convention, which are in its possession or 
under its jurisdiction or control.  
 
39. The Conference emphasises that States must take all necessary safety and security provisions to 
protect populations and the environment when carrying out such destruction and/or diversion.  They 
should provide appropriate information to all States Parties via the exchange of information under 
Form F. 
 
40. The Conference notes that any State that requires assistance or advice on the fulfilment of its 
obligations under Article II may consult and seek the cooperation or any other State Party in accordance 
with Article V. 
 
India 
 
41. The Conference recognizes that for any State acceding to the Convention after entry into force of 
the Convention, the destruction or diversion to peaceful purposes specified in Article II would be 
completed upon accession to the Convention. The Conference emphasizes that the destruction or 
diversion to peaceful purposes specified in Article II should be carried out completely and effectively. 
 
42. The Conference notes the importance of Article II and welcomes the statements made by States 
which have become Parties to the Convention since the Third Review Conference that they do not possess 
agents, toxins, weapons, equipment or means of delivery referred to in Article I of the Convention. 
 
43. The Conference stresses that Sates which become Parties to the Convention, implementing the 
provisions of this Article, shall observe all necessary safety precautions to protect population and the 
environment. 
 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
 
44. The Conference recognizes that for any State acceding to the Convention after the entry into force 
of the Convention, the destruction or diversion to peaceful purposes specified in Article II would be 
completed upon accession to the Convention. 
 
45. The Conference emphasizes that the destruction or diversion to peaceful purposes specified in 
Article II should be carried out completely and effectively. 
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Pakistan 
 
46. The Conference emphasizes the obligation for the complete and effective destruction or diversion 
to peaceful purposes, all agents, toxins, weapons, equipment and means of delivery specified in Article 1, 
for any State acceding to the Convention.  
 
United States of America 
 
47. The Conference notes the importance of Article II, which requires States Parties to “destroy or 
divert to peaceful purposes … all agents, toxin, weapons … in its possession or under its jurisdiction or 
control.” 
 
48. The Conference further notes that Article II obligates States Parties to ensure the identification 
and elimination of all illicit activities of either State or non-State actors, foreign or domestic, within their 
national territory or in other areas under their jurisdiction or control. 
 
Article III 
 
Brazil 
 
49. In order to fulfill the obligations under this article and to facilitate import and export 
control, the States Parties to this Convention agree to elaborate a harmonized reference list of 
microbiological and biological agents, toxins, materials and technologies, related to the production, 
development, stockpiling and use of biological weapons . 
 
China 
 
50. The Conference reaffirms the conviction of States Parties that the provisions of this article should 
not be used, in any way or under any circumstance, to impose restrictions or limitations on the transfers 
for purposes consistent with the objectives and purposes of the Convention of scientific knowledge, 
technology, equipment and materials under Article X. 
 
Finland on behalf of the European Union 
 
51. The Conference notes the importance of Article III and affirms that this Article is sufficiently 
comprehensive to cover any recipient whatsoever at international, national or subnational levels. 
 
52. The Conference acknowledges that the provision in Article III “…not to transfer…, directly or 
indirectly …” obligates States Parties to take legislative and other measures to prohibit and prevent both 
direct and indirect transfers relevant to the scope of this Convention as specified in Article I  to States or 
non-State actors for purposes prohibited under the Convention. 
 
53. The Conference agrees that such measures must include control of authorised access to and 
handling of dangerous biological agents and toxins for purposes not prohibited by the Convention, 
including measures to protect and safeguard such materials. 
 
54. The Conference notes that the provisions of Article III do not impose restrictions and/or 
limitations on transfers for purposes consistent with the objectives and purposes of the Convention. 
 



BWC/CONF.VI/3 
Page 19 

India 
 
55. The Conference notes the importance of Article III and reaffirms that Article III is sufficiently 
comprehensive to cover any recipient whatsoever at international, national and sub-national levels. 
 
56. The conference calls for appropriate measures by all Sates parties to give effect to their 
undertakings under this Article and emphasizes that transfers relevant to the Convention should be 
authorized only if the intended use is for purposes not prohibited under the Convention. 
 
57. The Conference reiterates that the provisions of this Article should not be used to impose 
restrictions and/or limitations on the transfers for purposes consistent with the objectives and purposes of 
the Convention of scientific knowledge, technology, equipment and materials under Article X. 
 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
 
58. The Conference reiterates that the provisions of this Article should not be used in any way and 
under any circumstance to impose restrictions and/or limitations on the transfer for purposes consistent 
with the objectives and the provisions of the Convention of scientific knowledge, technology, equipment 
and materials under Article X. 
 
59. The Conference calls upon States Parties not to transfer any biological agents, toxins, equipment 
and materials which may be used for hostile purposes to non Parties, in order to facilitate the realization 
of the universality of the Convention. 
 
60. The Conference stresses that the implementation of Article III must be carried out in accordance 
with the provisions of the Convention. 
 
Japan 
 
61. The Conference urges States Parties to take any legislative or administrative measures, within 
their constitutional and legislative procedures, to ensure effective implementation of Article III. The 
Conference calls for implementation and enforcement of these national measures, including the 
introduction of catch-all controls as deemed necessary, in order to prevent any recipient, including a State 
not party, from acquiring biological agents or toxins of types and in quantities that have not jurisdiction 
for prophylactic, protective or other peaceful purposes. In this regard, the Conference recognises the need 
to ensure that the effective implementation and enforcement of Article III is consistent with national 
obligations under United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 and 1673. 
 
62. The Conference invites the States Parties to promote, as appropriate, educational outreach to 
stakeholders such as their domestic industry and research institutions on national measures relevant to 
Article III.  
 
United States of America 
 
63. The Conference recognises the key importance of Article III, and affirms that Article III is 
sufficiently comprehensive to cover any recipient whatsoever at international, national or sub-national 
levels. 
 
64. The Conference emphasises that the provisions of Article III that “Each State Party to this 
Convention undertakes not to transfer to any recipient whatsoever, directly or indirectly …” obligates 
States Parties not only to refrain from direct transfers of items that are prohibited by the Convention, but 
also to take the steps necessary and foreseeable to preclude their indirect transfer. This step can be 
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completed in part by enacting adequate security measures and export controls that prohibit the diversion 
of such items to either State or non-State actors, foreign or domestic, for purposes prohibited under the 
Convention. 
 
65. The Conference notes that, in order to minimise the possibility that an indirect transfer to a State 
or non-State actor may occur through negligence on the part of a State Party rather than from an 
intentional act, States Parties should implement laws that define who may rightly receive, hold, and work 
with dangerous biological agents. 
 
66. The Conference encourages States Parties to ensure that all dangerous biological agents are 
adequately protected and safeguarded to avoid transfer to unauthorised entities. 
 
67. The Conference notes that Article III does not preclude sharing information concerning 
prohibited items and activities that supports peaceful activities, including biodefence and public health, at 
the international, national or sub-national level. 
 
68. The Conference also encourages States Parties to ensure that appropriate pathogen security 
practices are in place at relevant facilities to adequately control access and transfer of dangerous 
biological agents, and that programmes to assess the adequacy of such practices and the security of 
pathogens are established on a site-specific basis. 
 
69. The Conference urges States Parties to support the development of training and education 
programmes for those granted access to dangerous agents to ensure they know the risks of working with 
such agents as well as their country’s obligations under the Convention that impact the use of dual-use 
agents. 
 
70. The Conference stresses that implementation of this Article is consistent with national obligations 
under United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540. 
 
Article IV 
 
Canada 
 
71. The Conference underlines the importance of legislation and regulations regarding, inter 
alia, biosecurity which includes the protection of information technology, personnel, operational 
and physical protection of laboratories and facilities, to prevent unauthorised access to and removal 
of microbial and other biological agents and toxins. 
 
72. The Conference notes the importance of codes of conduct and ethical standards as enablers 
of awareness. 
 
China 
 
73. The Conference recognises the necessity to establish a national focal point in facilitating 
implementation of the Convention and encourages all States Parties to have the national focal point in 
place as soon as possible.  
 
Croatia 
 
74. Suggestion – addressing natural and legal persons: If States Parties would like to address 
natural and legal persons Croatia suggest replacement of the phrase “persons possessing the 
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nationality” by the phrase “nationals of the State Party and legal persons registered on its 
territory.” 
 
75. Alternative suggestion – addressing exclusively natural persons: If States Parties would 
like to address only natural persons we suggest replacement of the phrase “persons possessing the 
nationality” by the single world “nationals”.   
 
Finland on behalf of the European Union 
 
76. The Conference underlines the importance of Article IV under which each State Party shall, in 
accordance with its constitutional process, take any necessary measures to prohibit and prevent any acts 
or actions that could contravene the Convention anywhere within the territory of such State, under its 
jurisdiction or control.  States Parties welcomed the significant exchange of information on this issue at 
their Meeting in 2003 (BWC/MSP/2003/4 (Vol. I)) and endorsed the report of that Meeting. 
 
77. The States Parties recognise the need to ensure, through the review and/or adoption of national 
legislative and other measures, including criminal and civil penalties, the fulfilment of their obligations 
under the Convention in order, inter alia, to exclude the use of biological and toxin weapons by non-State 
actors in terrorist or criminal activities. The Conference invites each State Party to consider, if 
constitutionally possible and in conformity with international law, the application of such measures to 
actions taken anywhere by persons possessing its nationality.  
 
78. The Conference notes those measures already taken by a number of States Parties. In this context, 
the Conference also recalls United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004) that places 
obligations on all States.  
 

79. The Conference invites States Parties that are in a situation to assist other States in developing 
such national action plans to offer and provide assistance, if invited to do so. The Conference also 
encourages such initiatives on a regional basis. 
 
80. The Conference also notes the importance of inclusion of information dealing with prohibitions 
and provisions contained in the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention and the Geneva Protocol of 
1925 as well as respective national legislative and other measures in medical, scientific and military 
education programmes, and in this context recognises the value of codes of conduct. States Parties 
endorse the outcome of their Meeting in 2005 on this subject (BWC/MSP/2005/3). 
 
India 
 
81. The Conference underlines the importance of Article IV. It reaffirms the commitment of States 
Parties to take the necessary national measures under this Article, in accordance with their constitutional 
processes. These measures are to ensure the prohibition and prevention of the development, production, 
stockpiling, acquisition or retention of the agents, toxins, weapons, equipments and means of delivery 
specified in Article I of the Convention anywhere within their territory, under their jurisdiction or under 
their control, in order to prevent their use for purposes contrary to the Convention. The States Parties 
recognize the need to ensure, through the review and/or adoption of national measures, the effective 
fulfillment of their obligations under the Convention in order, inter alia, to exclude use of biological and 
toxin weapons in terrorist or criminal activity. 
82. The Conference notes those measures already taken by a number of States Parties in this regard, 
for example the adoption of penal legislation, and reiterates its call to any State Party that has not yet 
taken any necessary measures to do so immediately, in accordance with its constitutional processes. Such 
measures should apply within its territory, under its jurisdiction or under its control anywhere. The 
Conference invites each State Party to consider, if constitutionally possible and in conformity with 



BWC/CONF.VI/3 
Page 22 

 

international law, the application of such measures also to actions taken anywhere by natural persons 
possessing its nationality. 
 
83. The Conference notes the importance of: 
 

(i) Legislative, administrative and other measures designed to enhance domestic 
compliance with the Convention; 

 
(ii) Legislation regarding the physical protection of laboratories and facilities to 

prevent unauthorized access to and removal of microbial or other biological agents, 
or toxins; 

 
(iii) Inclusion in textbooks and in medical, scientific and military education programmes 

of information dealing with the prohibitions and provisions contained in the 
Biological and Toxin weapons Convention and the Geneva Protocol of 1925. 

 
84. The Conference welcomes information provided by States parties in response to the confidence-
building measure agreed to at the Third Review Conference entitled “Declaration of legislation, 
regulations and other measures”. In addition, the Conference encourages all States Parties to provide any 
useful information on the implementation of such measures. 
 
85. The Conference encourages cooperation and initiatives, including regional ones, towards the 
strengthening and implementation of the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention regime. 
 
86. The Conference reaffirms under all circumstances the use of bacteriological (biological) and 
toxin weapons is effectively prohibited by the Convention. 
 
87. The Conference recalls that, at the 2003 Meeting of States Parties, States Parties had noted that, 
notwithstanding the differing legal and constitutional arrangements among the Sates parties to the 
Convention, States have adopted similar basic approaches and share common principles. The States 
Parties had stressed the need for undertaking activities at national level in keeping their obligations and 
responsibilities to strengthen and implement the Convention. The States Parties had agreed, to that end, 
on the value of reviewing, and where necessary, enacting or updating national legal, including regulatory 
and penal, measures which ensure effective implementation of the prohibition of the Convention, and 
which enhance effective security of pathogens and toxins. They had also agreed on the need for 
comprehensive and concrete national measures to secure pathogen collections and their control of their 
use for peaceful purposes. There was a general recognition of the value of bio-security measures and 
procedures, which will ensure that such dangerous materials are not accessible to persons who might or 
could misuse them for purposes contrary to the Convention. 
 
88. The Conference also recalls that, at the 2004 Meeting of States Parties, States Parties had 
recognized that: 
 

(i) infectious disease outbreaks can be contained and suppressed through early-
detection, immediate response and co-operation and support at the national and 
international level; 

(ii) strengthening and broadening national and international surveillance, detection, 
diagnosis and combating of infectious disease may support the object and purpose 
of the Convention; 
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(iii) the primary responsibility for surveillance, detection, diagnosis and combating of 
infectious diseases rests with States Parties, while the WHO, FAO and OIE have 
global responsibilities, within their mandates, in this regard. The respective 
structures, planning and activities of States Parties and the WHO, FAO and OIE 
should be co-ordinated with and complement one another; 

 
(iv) scientific and technological developments have the potential to significantly 

improve disease and surveillance and response. 
 
89. The States Parties had consequently agreed on the value of: 
 

(i) supporting the existing networks of relevant international organizations for the 
surveillance, detection, diagnosis and combating of infectious diseases and acting to 
strengthen the WHO, FAO and OIE programmes, within their mandates, for the 
continued development and strengthening of, and research into, rapid effective and 
reliable activities for the surveillance, detection, diagnosis and combating of 
infectious diseases, including in the cases of emergencies of international concern; 

 
(ii) improving, wherever possible, national and regional disease surveillance 

capabilities, and, if in position to do so, assisting and encouraging, with the 
necessary agreement, other States Parties to do the same; 

 
(iii) working to improve communication on disease surveillance, including with the 

WHO, FAO and OIE, and among States Parties. 
 
90. At the same Meeting, the States Parties had also recognized that: 
 

(i) capabilities for responding to, investigating and mitigating the effects of cases of 
alleged use of biological or toxin weapons or suspicious outbreaks of disease 
promote the object and purpose of the Convention; 

 
(ii) States Parties’ national preparedness and arrangements substantially contribute to 

international capabilities for responding to, investigating and mitigating the effects 
of cases of alleged use of biological or toxin weapons or suspicious outbreaks of 
disease; 

 
(iii) The Secretary-General�s investigation mechanism, set out in A/Res/45/561 and 

endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution A/Res/45/57, represents an 
international institutional mechanism for investigating cases of alleged us of 
biological or toxin weapons. 

 
91. The States Parties had consequently agreed on the value of continuing to develop their own 
national capacities for response, investigation and mitigation, in cooperation with the relevant 
international and regional organizations, and, is in a position to do so, assisting and encouraging, with the 
necessary agreement, other States Parties to do the same; 
 
92. The Conference further recalls that at the 2005 Meeting of States Parties, the States Parties 
recognized that: 
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(i) while the primary responsibility for implementing the Convention rests with States 
Parties, codes of conduct, voluntarily adopted, for scientists in the fields relevant to 
the Convention can support the object and purpose of the Convention by making a 
significant and effective contribution, in conjunction with other measures including 
national legislation, to combating the present and future threats posed by biological 
and toxin weapons, as well as by raising awareness of the Convention, and by 
helping relevant actors to fulfil their legal, regulatory and professional obligations 
and ethical principles; 

 
(ii) codes of conduct should reflect the provisions of the Convention and contribute to 

national implementation measures; 
 

(iii) a range of different approaches exist to develop codes of conduct in view of 
differences in national requirements and circumstances; 

 
(iv) codes of conduct should avoid impeding scientific discovery, placing undue 

constraints on research or international cooperation and exchange for peaceful 
purposes; 

 
(v) science should be used for peaceful purposes only but has the potential to be 

misused in ways that are prohibited by the Convention, and therefore codes of 
conduct should require and enable relevant actors to have a clear understanding of 
the content, purpose and reasonably foreseeable consequences of their activities, 
and of the need to abide by the obligations contained in the Convention. 

 
93. At the same Meeting, the States Parties had also recognized that all of those with a responsibility 
for, or legitimate interest in, codes of conduct should be involved in their development, promulgation and 
adoption. The States Parties agreed on the value of codes of conduct applying not just to scientists, but to 
all those involved in scientific activity, including managers and technical and ancillary staff. They had 
agreed on the importance of codes of conduct being: 
 

(i) compatible with national legislation and regulatory controls and contributing to 
national implementation measures; 

 
(ii) simple, clear and easily understandable both to scientists and to wider civil society; 

 
(iii) relevant, helpful and effective for guiding relevant actors in making decisions and 

taking action in accordance with the purposes and objectives of the Convention; 
 

(iv) sufficiently broad in scope; 
 

(v) regularly reviewed, evaluated for effectiveness, and revised as necessary. 
 
94. Recognizing that it is important to build on and coordinate with existing efforts, and avoid 
imposing burdensome and duplicative measures, they had agreed on the value of: 
 

(i) demonstrating the benefits of codes and encouraging relevant actors to develop 
codes themselves; 

(ii) using existing codes, mechanisms, frameworks and bodies as far as possible; and 
(iii) tailoring adoption strategies according to the needs of each relevant sector. 
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Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
 
95. The Conference underlines that the “necessary measures” referred to in Article IV of the 
Convention may take different forms such as legislation, regulations, etc. Each State Party can determine 
and adopt the above-mentioned measures in accordance with its constitutional process. A “one size fits 
all” approach can not apply to the implementation of this Article.  
 
Japan 
 
96. The States Parties recognise the need to ensure, through the review and/or adoption of national 
measures, the effective fulfilment of their obligations under the Convention in order, inter alia, to exclude 
the use of biological and toxin weapons in terrorist or criminal activity. The States Parties also recognise 
that the efficient fulfilment of such obligations requires broad and multi-layered measures including those 
as described below. 
 
97. The Conference urges the States Parties to take or complement, as appropriate for their domestic 
systems and requirements, national measures in different fields related to the Convention, in order to 
ensure fully and effectively the prohibitions and preventions as required by the Convention. 
 
98. The Conference welcomes that, during the Meeting of Experts and the Meetings of States Parties 
in 2003, 2004 and 2005, a number of States Parties provided information on discussed issues. The 
Conference further welcomes that some States Parties have provided information on any actions, 
measures or other steps that they have taken on the basis o the relevant discussions, and encourages all 
States Parties in this regard to continually provide any relevant information on such actions, measures or 
other steps. 
 
99. Considering the work of the States Parties in 2003, as reported in BWC/MSP/2003/4, the 
Conference stresses the importance of legislative, administrative and other measures designed to enhance 
domestic compliance with the Convention, in particular the enactment of effective legislative measures, 
including penal legislation, to ensure the prohibitions set forth in the Convention. The Conference notes 
those measures taken by a number of States Parties in this regard, for example the adoption of penal 
legislation and reiterates its call to any State Party that has not yet taken any necessary measures to do so 
immediately, in accordance with its constitutional processes. 
 
100. The Conference notes that such measures should apply within their territory, under their 
jurisdiction or control anywhere. The Conference invites each State Party to consider, if constitutionally 
possible and in conformity with international law, the application of such measures also to take actions 
taken anywhere, both domestically and abroad, by natural persons possessing its nationality. 
 
101. The Conference urges each State Party to provide appropriate legal assistance, in accordance with 
its national legislation and international agreements to which it is party, in connection with criminal 
investigations or criminal proceedings relating to the prohibited activities specified in Article I of the 
Convention. 
 
102. The Conference recognises the intricate relationship between the Convention and United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 1540 of 28 April 2004 and 1673 of 27 April 2006, and therefore, notes in 
this regard the importance of these resolutions. The Conference urges each State Party to fully implement 
the relevant Articles of the Convention consistent with those resolutions. 
 
103. Considering the work of the States Parties in 2003, as reported in BWC/MSP/2003/4, the 
Conference recognises the importance of measures to prevent the intentional theft, misuse, diversion or 
release of pathogens and toxins, as well as preventative measures against the accidental exposure to those 
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pathogens and toxins. The Conference, therefore, urges States Parties to consider, in accordance with 
their constitutional processes, adopting and implementing national legislation and regulations for the 
security and oversight of pathogens and toxins, and if necessary, with penalties. 
 
104. The Conference also calls upon States Parties to ensure the effective operation of those measures 
in their laboratories and facilities processing and handling pathogens and toxins, for example, through the 
standardisation and promulgation of a series of those measures, and the encouragement of continuous and 
systematic training to laboratory workers. 
 
105. Considering the work of States Parties in 2004, as reported in BWC/MSP/2004/3, the Conference 
calls for the continuous efforts of the States Parties for enhancing preventative and response capabilities 
for natural or deliberate epidemics in cooperation with relevant international mechanisms, for example: 
 

(i) Enhance national disease surveillance capabilities, including the establishment of 
mandatory reporting mechanisms, early detection and notification systems to enable rapid 
response, in coordination with appropriate international mechanisms for the surveillance 
and reporting of infectious diseases, such as the World Health Organization (WHO), 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and World Organization for Animal Health 
(OIE). In this regard, the Conference stresses the importance of enhanced coordination 
and cooperation between the States Parties to the Convention and the relevant 
international organizations; 

 
(ii) Enhance national capabilities for responding to, investigating and mitigating the effects 

of cases of alleged use of biological or toxin weapons or suspicious outbreaks of disease, 
in cooperation with the relevant international and regional organizations; 

 
(iii) Enhance and coordinate with existing initiatives relevant to bioterrorism, such as those in 

the framework of the Global Health Security Initiative, G8, APEC, and Interpol. 
 
106. The Conference stresses the importance of the inclusion in textbooks and in medical, scientific 
and military education programmes of information dealing with the prohibitions and provisions contained 
in the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention and the Geneva Protocol of 1925. 
 
107. Considering the work of the States Parties in 2005, as reported in BWC/MSP/2005/3, the 
Conference encourages each State Party to make continuous efforts for development, promulgation, and 
adoption of codes of conduct and/or ethical standards for scientists with the involvement of domestic 
industry and scientific community. 
 
108. The Conference recognises that while the primary responsibility to effectively implement above-
mentioned national measures rests with each State Party, some States Parties may need assistance and 
cooperation to that end. The Conference, therefore, therefore, encourages each State Party in a position to 
do so to provide necessary assistance and cooperation to he extent possible, upon request, to those States, 
including States not party to the Convention, that have not yet taken the appropriate national measures or 
who aim to further develop their national measures.  
 
Pakistan 
 
109. The Conference reaffirms the importance of the following measures: 
 

(i) Legislative, administrative and other measures designed to enhance domestic compliance 
with the BTWC;  
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(ii) Inclusion of information of the BTWC in text books and medical and scientific and 
military education programmes; 

 
(iii) Adoption of codes of conduct at the national level as well as by the scientific community 

within each State Party for those engaged in relevant areas of science and technology.  
 
United States of America 
 
110. The Conference reaffirms the commitment of States Parties to take the necessary measures, in 
accordance with their constitutional processes, to ensure the prohibition and prevention of the 
development, production, stockpiling, acquisition, or retention of the biological agents, toxins, weapons, 
equipment and means of delivery specified in Article I of the Convention anywhere within their territory, 
under their jurisdiction or under their control, in order to prevent their use for purposes contrary to the 
Convention. 
 
111. The Conference calls to the attention of the States Parties two key phrases contained in Article IV 
relevant to the new biological weapon threat. Those phrases are “take any necessary measures” and 
“within the territory of such State, under its jurisdiction, or under its control anywhere.” 
 
112. The Conference notes that these phrases clearly define an obligation for States Parties to ensure 
that the prohibitions of the Convention not only are applied and enforced, not only to government entities, 
but also to non-State actors within the jurisdiction or control of a State Party. 
 
113. The Conference urges States Parties not only pass laws but to take necessary steps for effective 
enforcement of those laws. 
 
114. The Conference understands that “necessary measures” to be taken by States Parties should 
include the promotion of public awareness of the need to report activities conducted within their territory 
that could conceivably be a violation of the Convention, and take action to mitigate the risk of 
Convention violations. 
 
115. The Conference urges States Parties to strengthen methods for disease surveillance (both 
naturally-occurring disease outbreaks and unusual or suspicious outbreaks) as an early indicator that 
individuals or groups within their territories might be violating the obligations of the Convention, and 
work cooperatively with relevant regional and international organizations, in keeping with their respective 
roles and responsibilities. 

 
116. The Conference reaffirms the commitment of States Parties to implement national legislation, 
including penal legislation, and to enforce the provisions of the Convention, and urges States Parties with 
relevant experience, and in a position to do so, to assist those States who request such assistance.  

 
117. The Conference encourages States Parties to implement national mechanisms to identify 
dangerous pathogenic microorganisms and toxins as well establish and maintain security of these agents.  
 
118. The Conference also encourages States Parties to promote a bottom-up national approach to 
adoption of codes of conduct for scientists working with dangerous pathogens and toxins. 
 
119. The Conference stresses that, as with other articles of the Convention, the implementation of 
Article VI of the Convention is consistent with national obligations under UNSCR 1540.  
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Article V 
 
China 
 
120. The Conference reaffirms the important role of the confidence-building measures agreed upon at 
the Second and Third Review Conference in preventing ambiguity, doubt or suspicion and strengthening 
the trust among States Parties. 
 
121. The Conference urges all States Parties to submit confidence-building measures declaration 
annually and in a timely manner. 
 
122. The Conference recognises the need of further deliberation before the Seventh Review 
Conference, on ways and means of enhancing participation of States Parties in the confidence-building 
measures declaration.  
 
Finland on behalf of the European Union 
 
123. The Conference stresses the fundamental nature of the provisions of Article V and again calls 
upon any State encountering difficulties in relation to the objective of, or in the application of the 
provisions of, the Convention to make use of the procedures provided. 
 
124. To prevent or limit any ambiguity, doubt or suspicion and to strengthen the trust which is 
essential to peaceful international cooperation in the field of biotechnologies, the Conference furthermore 
reiterates the importance of exchanges of information, as established at the Second and Third Review 
Conferences. 
 
125. The Conference notes the limited information which the States Parties have hitherto submitted 
and exchanged in this context.  It urges all States Parties to participate annually in this exchange and 
hence cooperate in preserving and reinforcing the transparency required to maintain the authority of the 
Convention.  
 
126. With the aim of ensuring that all States Parties take part in the exchange of information and to 
facilitate the transmission of such information, the Conference has agreed on the following adjustments: 
 

(i) The procedure for exchanging information shall be secured and computerised. The 
data supplied by the United Nations Department for Disarmament Affairs (UN-
DDA), and the information forwarded to it by the States Parties, shall be circulated 
by secure electronic means to other States Parties; 

 
(ii) The States Parties shall designate a national contact point, the contact details of 

which shall be sent to the UN-DDA.  The contact point shall be informed each year 
by the UN Secretary-General and by the UN-DDA of the deadline for submitting 
information under the information exchange procedure (15 April).  A reminder shall 
be issued after the deadline has passed if no data has been forwarded; 

 
(iii) The UN-DDA shall coordinate the exchange of information. 

 
India 
 
127. The Conference notes the importance of Article V and reaffirms the obligations assumed by 
States Parties to consult and cooperate with one and other in  solving any problems which may arise in 
relation to the objective of, or in the applications of the provisions of, the Convention. The Conference 
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reiterates its appeal to States Parties made at the Third Review Conference to make all possible efforts to 
solve any problems which may arise in relation to the objective of, or in the application of the provisions 
of the Convention with a view towards encouraging strict observance of the provisions subscribed to. The 
Conference notes that this Article provides an appropriate framework for resolving any such problems, 
and reaffirms that any States Party which identifies such a problem should, as a rule, use these procedures 
to address and resolve it. 
 
128. The Conference also reviewed the operation of the procedures to strengthen the implementation 
of the Provisions of Article V, which were adopted in the final Declaration of the Third Review 
Conference. While noting that these procedures have not yet been invoked, the Conference reaffirmed 
their present validity. The Conference calls upon any States Party which identifies a problem arising in 
relation to the objective of, or in the application of the provisions of the Convention to use these 
procedures, if appropriate, to address and resolve it.  
 
129. The Conference reaffirms that consultation and cooperation pursuant to this Article may also be 
undertaken through appropriate international procedures within the framework of the United Nations and 
in accordance with its Charter. 
 
130. In accordance with the decision of the Third Review Conference, the Conference reviewed the 
effectiveness of the confidence-building measures as agreed in the Final Declaration of the Third Review 
Conference. The Conference notes the continued importance of the confidence-building measures agreed 
upon at the Second and Third Review Conferences, as well as the modalities elaborated by the Ad Hoc 
Meeting of Scientific and Technical Expert from States Parties to the Convention, held in 1987. 
 
131. The Conference notes the background information document prepared by the United Nations 
Secretary-General providing data on the participation of States Parties in the agreed confidence-building 
measures since the Third Review Conference. The Conference welcomes the exchange of information 
carried out under the confidence-building measures, and notes that this has contributed to enhancing 
transparency and building confidence. The Conference recognizes that participation in the confidence-
building measures since the last Review Conference has not been universal, and that not all responses 
have been prompt or complete.  In this regard, the Conference also recognizes the technical difficulties 
experienced by some States Parties with respect to preparing CBM responses.  In this regard, the 
Conference urges all States Parties to complete full and timely declarations in the future. 
 
132. The Conference stresses its determination to strengthen effectiveness and improved the 
implementation of the Convention, and its recognition that effective verification could reinforce the 
Convention. 
 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
 
133. The Conference notes that Article V provides an appropriate framework for resolving any 
problem, which may arise in relation to the objective of, or in the application of the provisions of the 
Convention. The Conference therefore, calls upon the States Parties to refrain from unilateral and 
discriminatory action in resolving any concerns with regard to the implementation of the Convention. 
134. The Conference underscores that a multilaterally negotiated legally binding instrument to 
strengthen the implementation of the Convention can serve as a basis to effectively remove any probable 
concern regarding non- compliance of a State Party to the Convention. 
 
135. The Conference encourages States Parties to hold a special conference in order to strengthen the 
Convention through finalizing the negotiation on the draft Additional Protocol according to the mandate 
contained in the final declaration of the 1994 Special Conference of the States Parties to the Convention. 
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Japan 
 
136. The Conference underlines the importance of the confidence building measures as agreed in the 
Final Declaration of the Third Review Conference and reaffirmed at the Fourth Review Conference, as an 
additional measure to ensure information exchange among States Parties, thus to improve international 
security. 
 
137. The Conference recognizes that participation with confidence building measures since last review 
conference has not been satisfactory nor universal and that not all responses have been prompt or 
complete. In this regard, the Conference urges all States Parties to complete full and timely declarations 
in the future, noting the value of nil returns. The Conference further reminds all States Parties of the 
importance of submitting their CBMs to the United Nations by the 15 April each year. 
 
138. The Conference in this regard underlines the importance of raising awareness of confidence 
building measures by demonstrating their potential security benefits. 
 
Pakistan 
 
139. The Conference recognizes the importance of consultation and cooperation in solving any 
problems that may arise in relation to the objective or provisions of the Convention. This should be done 
through appropriate international procedures within the framework of the United Nations and in 
accordance with the UN Charter. 
 
Russian Federation, United Kingdom and United States of America 
 
140. The Conference notes the agreed modalities (BWC/CONF.II/EX/2) for the annual exchange of 
information and reaffirms that the information should be provided to the United Nations Department for 
Disarmament Affairs in Geneva and be promptly forwarded by them only to States Parties and the World 
Health Organization. The information supplied by a State Party must not be circulated further without the 
express permission of that State Party. 
 
United States of America 
 
141. The Conference noted the importance of Article V and reaffirms the obligation assumed by States 
Parties to consult and cooperate with one another “in solving any problems which may arise in relation to 
the objective of, or application of the provisions of, the Convention.” The Conference understands that 
consultation and cooperation among States Parties may occur, both bilaterally and multilaterally, to 
strengthen the Convention, to assist States in implementing their obligations, and to limit the risk of 
potential violations of the Convention. 
 
142. The Conference recognises that these consultation and cooperation may also occur through 
written submissions of information and, as such, urges all States Parties to submit CBM declarations 
every year. 
143. The Conference encouraged States Parties to promote cooperation and outreach between those 
States Parties requesting assistance and that those in a position to do so provide assistance in the five 
areas of the 2003 – 2005 work programme. 
 
144. The Conference also encouraged States Parties to work collaboratively with relevant regional and 
international organizations, including WHO, FAO and OIE, in keeping with their respective roles and 
responsibilities, to strengthen surveillance of, and response to, infectious diseases. 
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145. The Conference stressed the need for all States to deal seriously with compliance issues and 
emphasised that failure to do so undermines the Convention and the arms control and disarmament 
process in general. 
 
146. The Conference urged States Parties to consider including, within their CBM declarations, 
information regarding their efforts to adopt national legislation to implement their obligations under the 
Convention. 
 
147. The Conference stressed that implementation of Article V of the Convention is consistent with 
national obligations under United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540. 
 
Article VI 
 
Finland on behalf of the European Union 
 
148. The Conference notes that the provisions of Article VI have not been invoked. 
 
149. The Conference reaffirms the importance of Article VI, which, in addition to the procedures 
contained in Article V, provides that any State Party which finds that any other State Party is acting in 
breach of its obligations under the Convention may lodge a complaint with the United Nations Security 
Council. Such a complaint should include all possible evidence confirming its validity. 
 
150. The Conference invites the United Nations Security Council to consider immediately any 
complaint lodged under Article VI and to initiate any measures it considers necessary for the investigation 
of the complaint. The Conference reaffirms the undertaking of each State Party to cooperate in good faith 
within the scope of the Convention in carrying out any investigation which the Security Council may 
initiate. The Conference further invites the Security Council to inform all State Parties of the results of 
any investigation initiated under Article VI and to consider promptly any appropriate further action which 
may be necessary.  
 
151. In this context, the Conference recalls United Nations Security Council Resolution 620 (1988), 
which encouraged the United Nations Secretary General to carry out prompt investigations, in response to 
allegations brought to their attention by any Member State concerning the possible use of chemical and 
bacteriological (biological) or toxin weapons that could constitute a violation of the 1925 Geneva 
protocol or other relevant rules of customary international law. The Conference also recalls the technical 
guidelines and procedures contained in Annex I of United Nations document A/44/561 (of 1989) to guide 
the United Nations Secretary General on the timely and efficient investigation of reports of the possible 
use of such weapons.  
 
152. Bearing in mind the extensive development of biotechnology since 1989 and its possible impact 
on guidelines and procedures contained in Annex I of United Nations document A/44/561, the 
Conference encourages the United Nations Secretary-General, in accordance with General Assembly 
Resolution A/RES/60/288, to update with the assistance of his appointed experts the roster of experts and 
laboratories, as well as the technical guidelines and procedures, available to him for the timely and 
efficient investigation of alleged use. 
 
India 
 
153. The Conference notes that the provisions of this Article have not been invoked. 
 
154. The Conference reaffirms the importance of Article VI, which, in addition to the procedures 
contained in Article V, provides that any States Party which finds that any other State Party is acting 
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breach of its obligations under the Convention may lodge a complaint with the United Nations Security 
Council.  The Conference emphasizes the provision of Article VI that such a complaint should include all 
possible evidence confirming its validity.  It stresses that, as in the case of the implementation of all the 
provisions and procedures set forth in the Convention, the procedures foreseen in Article VI should be 
implemented in good faith within the scope of the Convention. 
 
155. The Conference invites the Security Council to consider immediately any complaint lodged under 
Article VI and to initiate any measures it considers necessary for the investigation of the complaint in 
accordance with the Charter.  The Conference reaffirms the undertaking of each State Party to cooperate 
in carrying out any investigation which the Security Council may initiate.  
 
156. The Conference recalls, in this context, United Nations Security Council resolution 620 (1988), 
which at the time encouraged the United Nations Secretary-General to carry out prompt investigations, in 
response to allegations brought to its attention by any Member State concerning the possible use of 
chemical and bacteriological (biological) or toxin weapons that could entail a violation of the 1925 
Geneva Protocol or of any other applicable rule of international treaty or customary law.  The Conference 
also recalls the technical guidelines and procedures contained in Annex I of United Nations document 
A/44/561 to guide the United Nations Secretary-General on the timely and efficient investigation of 
reports of the possible use of such weapons.  The States Parties reaffirm their agreement to consult, at the 
request of any States Party, regarding allegations of use of threat of use of bacteriological (biological) or 
toxin weapons and to cooperate fully with the United Nations Secretary-General in carrying out such 
investigations.  The Conference stresses that in the case of alleged use the United Nations ifs called upon 
to take appropriate measures expeditiously, which could include a request to the Security Council to 
consider action in accordance with the Charter. 
 
157. The Conference invited the Security Council to inform each State Party of the result of any 
investigation initiated under Article VI and to consider promptly any appropriate further action which 
may be necessary. 
 
158. The Conference notes that the procedure outlined in this Article is without prejudice to the 
prerogative of the States Parties to the Convention to consider jointly the cases of alleged non-compliance 
with the provisions of the Convention and to make appropriate decisions in accordance with the Charter 
of the United Nations and applicable rules of international law.   
 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
 
159. The Conference notes with satisfaction that the provisions of this Article have not been 
invoked. 
 
160. The Conference notes that the procedure outlined in this Article is without prejudice to the 
right of all States Parties to the Convention, to consider the cases of alleged non-compliance with 
the provisions of the Convention and make appropriate decisions approved by all States Parties.  
161. The Conference calls upon States Parties to refrain from raising any baseless allegation and 
accusation against each other. In this regard, any complaint of alleged non-compliance shall 
include factual and concrete evidences and documents confirming its validity. In cases of abuse, all 
States parties shall decide on appropriate measures against abusive State Party. 
 
162. The Conference notes that Article VI does not comprise the details on the issue of non- 
compliance by a State Party. Therefore, there is an urgent need to a multilaterally negotiated legally 
binding instrument to strengthen the implementation of the Convention including that of this Article in a 
comprehensive and non-discriminatory manner. 
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Japan 
 
163. The Conference reaffirms the importance of Article VI, which, in addition to the procedures in 
Article V, provides that any State Party which finds that any other State Party is acting in breach of its 
obligation under the Convention may lodge a complaint with the United Nations Security Council. The 
Conference recognizes the positive aspect of these Articles as a mechanism to rebuild confidence among 
States Parties in such circumstance. 
 
164. The Conference urges the appropriate use and coordination of existing multilateral mechanisms 
available to States Parties in response to allegations of the breach of obligations of the Convention. 
 
Pakistan 
 
165. The Conference notes that this article has never been invoked.  
 
166. The Conference also notes the importance of the authenticity and verifiability of a complaint, in 
case this Article is invoked. It also stressed that in case of a complaint, it should be submitted in a 
responsible manner. The State Party lodging a complaint should identify which obligations have been 
breached and provide a report of all possible evidence relating to the alleged breach. 
 
167. The Conference recognizes that: 
 

(i) capabilities for responding to, investigating and mitigating the effects of cases of alleged 
use of biological or toxin weapons or suspicious outbreaks of disease promote the object 
and purpose of the Convention; 

 
(ii) States Parties’ national preparedness and arrangements substantially contribute to 

international capabilities for responding to, investigating and mitigating the effects of 
cases of alleged use of biological and toxin weapons and suspicious outbreaks. 

 
United States of America 
 
168. The Conference notes that the provisions of this Article have not been invoked. 
 
169. The Conference reaffirms the importance of Article VI, which, in addition to the procedures 
contained in Article V, provides that any State Party may lodge a complaint against any other State Party 
it finds is acting in breach of the Convention. The Conference notes that this Article provides a 
mechanism, through the United Nations Security Council, to carry out an investigation of such a 
complaint, and it commits each State Party to cooperate with such an investigation. 
 
170. The Conference recognises that, since States Parties are obligated under Article IV of the 
Convention to take “any necessary measures” to prohibit and prevent BWC-relevant activities within its 
territory, or under its jurisdiction or under its control anywhere, non-compliant activities, even if 
committed by non-State actors, could qualify for referral for investigation by the United Nations Security 
Council. 
 
171. In this connection, the Conference stresses that it is therefore incumbent upon States Parties to 
provide the technical resources to the Security Council that it may need to conduct an investigation, and 
urges States Parties to maintain lists of technical experts and laboratories within their jurisdiction that 
could assist the United Nations Security Council with investigations and should update and provide those 
lists to the United Nations Security Council regularly. 
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172. The Conference understands that the possibility of having an investigation by the United Nations 
Security Council based on illicit actions by non-State actors within the territory of a State Party or under 
its jurisdiction or control anywhere underscores the importance of having effective national 
implementation measures. 
 
173. The Conference stresses that implementation of Article VI of the Convention is consistent with 
Chapter VII authority under United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540.   
 
Article VII 
 
Canada 
 
174. The Conference affirms that for the purposes of the application of Article VII of the 
Convention, any attack on a State Party using means prohibited under Article I of the Convention 
shall entitle the aggrieved State Party to request assistance from other States Parties, which 
undertake to provide or support it. 
 
Finland on behalf of the European Union 
 
175. States Parties reaffirm their undertaking to provide or support assistance in accordance with the 
Charter of the United Nations to any Party to the Convention which so requests, if the Security Council 
decides that such Party has been exposed to danger or damage as a result of a violation of the Convention. 
 
176. States Parties consider that in the event this Article is invoked, the United Nations could play a 
coordinating role in providing assistance, consulting the appropriate intergovernmental organisations such 
as the World Health Organization (WHO), World Organization for Animal Health (OIE), the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), and the International Plant Protection Convention 
(IPPC), as well as States Parties.  
 
177. States Parties further consider that States Parties’ national preparedness contributes to 
international capabilities for response, investigation and mitigation of alleged use of biological or toxin 
weapons or suspicious outbreaks of disease and encouraged States Parties to keep the Department of 
Disarmament Affairs of the United Nations informed of their level of preparedness.  
 
178. States Parties encourage prompt consideration and provision of an appropriate response in the 
event that this Article is invoked.  In this context, pending consideration of a decision by the Security 
Council, timely emergency assistance could be provided by States Parties if requested. 
 
India 
 
179. The Conference notes with satisfaction that these provisions have not been invoked. 
 
180. The Conference reaffirms the undertaking made by each State Party to provide or support 
assistance in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations to any Party of the Convention which so 
requests, if the Security Council decides that such Party has been exposed to danger as result of violation 
of the Convention. 
 
181. The Conference takes note of desires expressed that, should a request for assistance be made, it 
be promptly considered and an appropriate response provided.  In this context, pending consideration of a 
decision by the Security Council, timely emergency assistance could be provided by States Parties if 
requested. 
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182. The Conference considers that in the event that this Article might be invoked, the United Nations, 
with the help of appropriate intergovernmental organizations such as the World Health Organization 
(WHO), could play a coordinating role.  
 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
 
183. The Conference reaffirms the necessity of consideration of the detailed procedure for 
assistance in order to ensure that States Parties if requested would provide timely emergency 
assistance. Should a request for assistance be made, the procedure shall facilitate the prompt 
response by States Parties in order to dispatch timely emergency and humanitarian assistance to the 
requesting State party, which has been exposed to danger as a result of the threat or use of 
biological weapons. 
 
Japan 
 
184. The Conference underlines the importance of Article VII and reaffirms the undertaking made by 
each State Party to provide or support assistance in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations to 
any Party of the Convention which so requests, if the security Council decides that such Party has been 
exposed to danger or damage as a result of violation of the Convention. 
 
185. The Conference considers that in the event this Article might be invoked, the United Nations, 
with the help of appropriate intergovernmental organizations such as the World Health Organizations 
(WHO), Office International des Epizooties (OIE) and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), 
could play a coordinating role. In this regard, The Conference encourages States Parties to consider an 
efficient and effective way of coordination among relevant organizations in providing assistance. 
 
Pakistan 
 
186. The Conference recognizes that, in regard to the combating of infectious diseases affecting 
humans, animals and plants: 
 

(i) infectious disease outbreaks can be contained and suppressed through early 
detection, immediate response and cooperation and support at the national and 
international level; 

 
(ii) strengthening and broadening national and international surveillance, detection, 

diagnosis and combating infectious disease may support the object and purpose of 
the Convention; 

 
(iii) the primary responsibility for surveillance, detection, diagnosis and combating 

infectious disease rests with States Parties, while WHO, FAO and OIE have global 
responsibilities, within their mandates in this regard.  These organizations should 
provide immediate assistance to developing countries facing such threats; 

 
(iv) Scientific and technological developments have the potential to significantly 

improve disease surveillance and response. 
 
United States of America 
 
187. The Conference notes with satisfaction that these provisions have not been invoked. 
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188. The Conference reaffirms the undertaking made by each State Party to provide or support 
assistance in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations to any Part to the Convention which so 
requests, if the Security Council decides that such a Party has been exposed to danger as a result of 
violation of the Convention. 
 
189. The Conference takes notes of the fact that, since violations of the Convention are not limited to 
the actions of States Parties, but also to the actions of individuals or groups within the territories of States 
Parties or territories under their jurisdiction or control anywhere, attacks by non-State actors that are 
determined by the UNSC to expose a State Party to danger are subject to Article VII, and, as such, entitle 
the aggrieved State Party to assistance from other States Parties, upon request, and within the capacity of 
States Parties to provide assistance.   
 
190. In this connection, the Conference urges States Parties to develop effective national 
implementation measures that include criminal penalties, operating together with bilateral and multilateral 
legal assistance agreements that are standard among States which will greatly facilitate the type and 
extent of assistance that States will be able to provide to each other in such a situation. 
 
191. The Conference further urges States Parties to cooperate with other countries to improve both 
national and international disease surveillance capabilities to contain and suppress disease outbreaks 
regardless of cause. 
 
Article VIII 
 
Finland on behalf of the European Union 
 
192. The Conference reaffirms the importance of Article VIII and stresses the importance of the 
Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gases, and of 
Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, signed at Geneva on 17 June 1925. 
 
193. The Conference acknowledges that the 1925 Geneva Protocol, by prohibiting the use of 
bacteriological methods of warfare, and the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention complement each 
other. 
 
194. The Conference calls upon States Parties to the Protocol to withdraw their reservations to the 
1925 Geneva Protocol. 
195. The Conference appeals to all States that have not yet done so to ratify or accede to the 1925 
Geneva Protocol without further delay and not later than 2011. 
 
India 
 
196. The Conference reaffirms the importance of Article VIII and stresses the importance of the 
Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gases, and of 
Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, signed at Geneva on 17 June 1925.   
 
197. The Conference acknowledges that the 1925 Geneva Protocol, by prohibiting the use of 
bacteriological methods of warfare, and the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention complement each 
other. 
 
198. The Conference reaffirms that nothing contained in the Biological and Toxin Weapons 
Convention shall be interpreted as in any way limiting or detracting from the obligations assumed by any 
State under the Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gases, 
and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare. 
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199. Noting the actions in support of the Protocol taken by the Security Council and General 
Assembly of the United Nations and recalling the solemn reaffirmation of the prohibition as established in 
the Protocol, issued by the Conference of the States Parties to the 1925 Geneva Protocol and other 
interested States held in Paris from 7 to 11 January 1989, the Conference appeals to all States Parties to 
the Geneva Protocol to fulfill their obligations assumed under the Protocol and urges all States not yet 
Parties to the 1925 Geneva Protocol to accede to it without delay. 
 
200. The Conference stresses the importance of the withdrawal of all reservations to the 1925 Geneva 
Protocol related to the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention.   
 
201. The Conference welcomes the actions which States Parties have taken to withdraw their 
reservations to the 1925 Geneva Protocol related to the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention, and 
calls upon those States Parties that continue to maintain pertinent reservations to the 1925 Geneva 
Protocol to withdraw those reservations, and to notify the Depositary of the 1925 Geneva Protocol of their 
withdrawals without delay. 
 
202. The Conference notes that reservations concerning retaliation, through the use of any of the 
objects prohibited by the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention, even conditional, are totally 
incompatible with the absolute and universal prohibition of the development, production, stockpiling, 
acquisition and retention of bacteriological (biological) and toxin weapons, with the aim to exclude 
completely and forever the Possibility of their use. 
 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
 
203. The Conference reaffirms the importance of Article VIII of the Convention and stresses the 
importance of the Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, poisonous or 
other Gases, and Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, signed at Geneva on 17 June 1925. 
 
204. The Conference reaffirms that nothing contained in the Biological and Toxin Weapons 
Convention shall be interpreted as in any way limiting or detracting from the obligations assumed 
by any States under the Protocol for the prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous 
or Other Gases and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare. 
 
205. The Conference appreciates the withdrawal of reservations by a number of States Parties 
from the above mentioned Protocol since the last Review Conference, and calls upon all States, 
which continue to maintain reservation to that Protocol, to withdraw their reservations and support 
the resolution of the General Assembly of the United Nations General Assembly in this regard, 
which is biannually tabled. 
 
206. The Conference notes that reservations concerning retaliation, through the use of any 
objects prohibited by the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention even conditional, are totally 
incompatible to the absolute and Universal Prohibition of the Development, Production, 
Stockpiling, Acquisition and Retention of Bacteriological (Biological) Toxin Weapons. 
 
207. The Conference appeals to all States Parties to the Protocol to fulfil their obligations 
assumed under it and urges all States not yet Parties to the Protocol to accede to it without delay. 
 
Pakistan 
 
208. The Conference notes that the Geneva Protocol of 1925 and this Convention, through 
understandings between State Parties at various Review Conferences effectively prohibit the use of 
biological and toxins weapons. 
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209. The Conference urges States Parties to the Geneva Protocol 1925 that have made reservations to 
the Protocol to withdraw all reservations. 
 
Ukraine 
 
210. The 1925 Geneva Protocol and the BTWC supplement each and its relevance is 
undiminished.  
 
 
United States of America 
 
211. The Conference reaffirms the importance of Article VIII and stresses the importance of the 
Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or other Gases, and of 
Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, signed at Geneva on 17 June 1925. 
 
212. The Conference acknowledges that the 1925 Geneva Protocol, by prohibiting the use of 
bacteriological methods of warfare, and the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention complement each 
other. 
 
213. The Conference reaffirms that nothing contained in the Biological and Toxin Weapons 
Convention shall be interpreted as in any way limiting or detracting from the obligations assumed by any 
State under the Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or other Gases, 
and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare.  
 
214. Noting the actions in support of the Protocol taken by the Security Council and General 
Assembly of the United Nations, the Conference appeals to all States Parties to the Geneva Protocol to 
fulfil their obligations assumed under the Protocol and urges all States not yet Parties to the 1925 Geneva 
Protocol to accede to it without delay. 
 
215. The Conference stresses the importance of the withdrawal of all reservations to the 1925 Geneva 
Protocol related to the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention. 
216. The Conference welcomes the actions which States Parties have taken to withdraw their 
reservations to the 1925 Geneva Protocol related to the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention, and 
calls upon those States Parties that continue to maintain pertinent reservations to withdraw those 
reservations, and to notify the Depositary without delay. 
 
217. The Conference notes that reservations concerning retaliation, through the use of any of the 
objects prohibited by the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention, even conditional, are totally 
incompatible with the absolute and universal prohibition of the development, production, stockpiling, 
acquisition and retention of bacteriological (biological) and toxin weapons, with the aim to exclude 
completely and forever the possibility of their use. 
 
Article IX 
 
China 
 
218. The Conference notes with satisfaction on the overall implementation of the Convention on 
Prohibitions of Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on their 
Destruction and appeals to the States Parties to the Convention to take all necessary measures to fulfil 
their obligation timely and completely under the Convention. 
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Finland on behalf of the European Union 
 
219. The Conference reaffirms that Article IX identifies the recognised objective of the effective 
prohibition of chemical weapons. 
 
220. The Conference welcomes the fact that the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, 
Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction (Chemical Weapons 
Convention) entered into force on 29 April 1997 and that 180 States have deposited their instruments of 
ratification or accession with the United Nations. 
 
221. The Conference calls upon all States that have not yet done so to ratify or accede to the Chemical 
Weapons Convention without further delay. 
 
India 
 
222. The Conference welcomes the entry into force of the Convention on the Prohibition of the 
Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction 29 April 
1997 and expresses satisfaction that�States have become a party to it. 
 
223. The Conference calls upon all States that have not yet done so to sign and/or ratify the 
Convention without delay. 
 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
 
224. The Conference stresses the importance of the universality of the Chemical Weapons 
Convention. 
 
225. The Conference calls upon all Non-Parties that have not yet done so to ratify or accede to 
the Convention without delay. In this connection, the Conference urges all States Parties through 
bilateral or multilateral means persuade Non-Parties to the Chemical Weapons Convention to ratify 
and/or accede to the Convention without further delay in order to realize its universality. 
226. The Conference reaffirms the importance of non-discriminatory implementation of the 
Article XI of the CWC. 
 
Pakistan 
 
227. The Conference recognizes that Article IX identifies the objective of the prohibition of chemical 
weapons.  
 
228. The Conference calls upon all States that have not yet done so to ratify or accede to the Chemical 
weapons Convention.  
 
Ukraine 
 
229. The Conference reaffirms the importance of the regime established by the Chemical Weapons 
Convention.  The Conference recognises that it is necessary to stress the important linkages between the 
Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention and the Chemical Weapons Convention, taking into account 
that both Conventions have as their subject the regulation of toxins and other substances of chemical and 
biological agents. 
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United States of America 
 
230. The Conference reaffirms that Article IX identifies the recognised objective of effective 
prohibition of chemical weapons. 
 
231. The Conference welcomes the fact that the Convention entered into force on 29 April 1997 and 
that 181 instruments of ratification or accession have now been deposited with the United Nations. 
 
232. The Conference calls upon all States that have not yet done so to ratify or accede to the 
Convention without delay. 
 
Article X 
 
Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Peru 
and Uruguay 
 
233. The use of all peaceful applications of biotechnology for economic and technological 
development constitutes a right of States parties under the Convention on the Prohibition on the 
Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on 
Their Destruction (the Biological Weapons Convention). 
 
234. From this perspective, the importance of promoting scientific cooperation and technology transfer 
in accordance with the purposes and principles of the Biological Weapons Convention is to be 
underscored. 
 
235. Scientific cooperation and technology transfer constitute important incentives for the 
universalization of the Biological Weapons Convention - hence the need to intensify them and to call on 
the States parties to consider the following recommendations: 
 

(i) They should fully implement the agreements reached by previous Review 
Conferences, as well as the Special Conference of the parties to the Biological 
Weapons Convention; 

 
(ii) They should ensure scientific cooperation and technology transfer in peaceful 

activities such as those related to public health, agriculture, farming and animal 
husbandry; 

 
(iii) They should develop efficient coordination mechanisms between the specialized 

agencies of the United Nations system and international and regional organizations, 
in order to facilitate scientific cooperation and technology transfer; 

 
(iv) They should report annually on steps taken in the area of scientific cooperation and 

technology transfer; 
 

(v) They should reiterate the request made to the United Nations Secretary-General to 
collect from and distribute among States parties, on a yearly basis, information on 
the implementation of article X of the Biological Weapons Convention, and on 
decisions adopted by the Review Conferences; 
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(vi) They should encourage the adoption of measures to create networks between 
scientific communities and the academic sector regarding the peaceful use of 
biotechnology, genetic engineering, microbiology and other areas related to the 
Biological Weapons Convention; 

 
(vii) They should support the establishment of procedures to assist States parties which 

request such assistance under article VII of the Biological Weapons Convention; 
 

(viii) They should review the procedures for consultation and cooperation under article V 
of the Biological Weapons Convention; 

 
(ix) They should create a database containing information on opportunities for 

international cooperation and technology transfer. 
 
China 
 
236. The Conference reiterates the appeals of and ways and means identified by the previous Review 
Conference in implementing this Article. 
 
237. The Conference stresses the utmost importance of full implementation of this Article, which 
serves as a key foundation for realizing the objectives of the Convention, and urges States Parties to take 
further measures to faithfully fulfill their obligations under this Article. 
 
238. The Conference recognizes the need for further deliberations, during the intersessional process 
towards the Seventh Review Conference, on ways and means to ensure this article better implemented.  
 
Cuba on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement and other States 
 
239. The Conference emphasizes that each and every article of the Convention bears the same value 
and significance.  In this regard, it stresses the importance of compliance with Article X for the 
implementation of the Convention in its entirety. 
 
240. The Conference reaffirms the commitment to the full and comprehensive implementation of 
Article X, especially in the light of recent scientific and technological developments in the field of 
biotechnology, which increase the potential for cooperation amongst States parties and render such 
activities critical for strengthening the Convention.  Therefore this Conference urges States Parties, 
particularly those most advanced in this field, to adopt positive steps aimed at promoting international 
cooperation and transfer of technology, on an equal and non-discriminatory basis, particularly with 
countries less advanced in this field, thus promoting the basic objectives of this Convention. 
 
241. The Conference reaffirms also that existing institutional ways and means of ensuring multilateral 
cooperation among all States parties need to be developed further in order to promote international 
cooperation for peaceful uses in areas relevant to the Convention.  In this regard any new intersessional 
mechanism decided by this Conference must include consideration of effective implementation of Article 
X, through the adoption of concrete actions. 
 
242. The Conference notes that existing institutional ways and means of ensuring multilateral 
cooperation between the developed and developing countries would need to be developed further in order 
to promote international cooperation in peaceful activities in such areas as medicine, public health and 
agriculture. 
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243. The Conference calls once again that the States Parties have a legal obligation to facilitate and 
have the right to participate in the fullest possible exchange of equipment, materials and scientific and 
technological information for the use of bacteriological (biological) agents and toxins for peaceful 
purposes and not to hamper the economic and technological development of States Parties. 
 
244. The Conference emphasizes that States Parties should not use the provisions of the Convention to 
impose restrictions and/or limitations on transfers for purposes consistent with the objectives and 
provisions of the Convention of scientific knowledge, technology, equipment and materials. 
 
245. The Conference reiterates the need for effective national policies consistent with Article X.  To 
this end, it urges States Parties to undertake to review their national regulations governing international 
exchanges and transfers in order to ensure its consistency with the objectives of the Convention and 
specifically the provisions of Article X. 
 
246. The Conference urges the States Parties to develop a framework to provide technical and 
financial resources including through voluntary contributions, for States Parties to support an 
international system for the global monitoring of emerging and re-emerging diseases in humans, animals 
and plants and to support other specific programmes to improve the effectiveness of national and 
international efforts on the surveillance, diagnosis, prevention and treatment of diseases caused by 
microbial and other biological agents and toxins, in particular infectious diseases, including collaborative 
vaccine research and development and relevant training programmes.  The framework so devised should 
facilitate the conclusion of bilateral, regional and multilateral agreements providing, on a mutually 
advantageous, equal and non-discriminatory basis, the vehicle for coordination of national and regional 
programmes that would promote the regular exchange of scientific and technical information in the 
biological field. 
 
247. The Conference reiterates its call upon the Secretary-General of the United Nations to propose for 
inclusion on the agenda of a relevant United Nations body, before the Seventh Review Conference, a 
discussion and examination of the means of improving institutional mechanisms in order to facilitate the 
fullest possible exchange of equipment, materials and scientific and technological information regarding 
the use of bacteriological (biological) agents and toxins for peaceful purposes, and recommends that 
invitations to participate in this discussion and examination should be extended to all States Parties, 
whether or not they are members of the united Nations or concerned specialized agencies. 
 
248. The Conference also reiterates its request to the Secretary-General to provide, annually, a report 
on the implementation of Article X.  The Conference urges the States parties who have not done so to 
provide the required national information to the Secretary-General to facilitate his report. 
 
249. The Conference urges once again States Parties, the United Nations and its specialized agencies 
to take further specific measures within their competence for the promotion of the fullest possible 
exchange of equipment, materials and scientific and technological information for the use of 
bacteriological (biological) agents and toxins for peaceful purposes and of international cooperation in 
this field, and in this regard it stresses that the measures recommended by the Fourth Review Conference 
remain completely relevant. 
 
Finland on behalf of the European Union 
 
250. The Conference notes that scientific and technological developments have increased the potential 
for cooperation between States to assist economic and social development and scientific and 
technological progress.  The conference welcomes the fact that there has been an increased level of 
peaceful cooperation in the biological sciences since the entry into force of the Convention and notes also 
the ongoing international, regional, bilateral, and national activities related to such peaceful cooperation. 
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251. The Conference stresses that measures to implement Article X need to be consistent with the 
objectives and provisions of the Convention. 
 
252. The Conference welcomes the preparatory work done by the Meeting of the States Parties in 
2004, reaffirms its conclusions, and accordingly the Conference: 
 

(i) encourages the States Parties to continue strengthening existing international 
organisations and networks, in particular those of the WHO, FAO, OIE and IPPC as 
well as non-governmental actors working on infectious diseases and to promote 
cooperation and complementarity between the above-mentioned organisations, each 
acting within its mandate;  

 
(ii) reaffirms that the strengthening of WHO, FAO, OIE and IPPC programmes on 

diseases related to possible biological weapons agents should be undertaken strictly 
within the mandates of these organisations. The Conference notes that the role of 
these organisations is limited to the epidemiological and public/animal/plant health 
aspects of any disease outbreak, but recognises the added value of information 
exchange with them;  

 
(iii) While recognizing that a well-functioning health services system is the key to 

ensuring adequate preparedness and response to disease outbreaks, calls upon States 
Parties to continue establishing and/or improving national and regional capabilities 
to survey, detect, diagnose and combat infectious diseases and integrate these 
efforts into national emergency and disaster management plans. For specialist 
capabilities, the Conference encourages States Parties to explore innovative 
arrangements that help to optimise use of scarce resources;  

 
(iv) calls upon States Parties to use existing standards, guidelines, and recommendations 

wherever possible. In particular, States Parties should endeavour to implement 
WHO Good Laboratory Practices and Good Clinical Practice, FAO Good 
Emergency Management Practice, IPPC Good Surveillance Practice and the WHO 
Laboratory Biosecurity Guidance; 

(v) encourages States Parties to improve communication on disease surveillance at all 
levels, including with the WHO, FAO, OIE, IPPC and non-governmental 
organisations, and among States Parties, also making use of information from civil 
society sources;  

 
(vi) urges States Parties in a position to do so to continue supporting, directly as well as 

through international organisations, capacity-building in States Parties in need of 
assistance in the fields of surveillance, detection, diagnosis and combating of 
infectious diseases and related research; 

 
(vii) calls upon States Parties to promote vaccine development and production, including 

through international cooperation and public-private partnerships; 
 

(viii) reaffirms that States Parties should continue exchanging experiences and best 
practices in the field and, in particular, consider discussing during the BTWC 
intersessional meeting for the period 2007-10 detection of pathogens and response 
to epidemics in real time. 
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253. The Conference recognises the important role of the private sector in the transfer of technology 
and information and the wide range of organisations within the United Nations system that are already 
engaged in international cooperation relevant to this Convention. 
 
India 
 
254. The Conference once more emphasizes the increasing importance of the provision of Article X, 
especially in light of recent scientific and technological developments in the field of biotechnology, 
bacteriological (biological) agents and toxins with peaceful applications, which have vastly increased the 
potential for cooperation between States to help promote economic and social development, and scientific 
and techno logical progress particularly in the developing countries, in conformity with their interests, 
needs and priorities. 
 
255. The Conference, while acknowledging what has already been done towards this end, notes with 
concern the increasing gap between the developed and the developing countries in the field of 
biotechnology, genetic engineering, microbiology and other related areas.  The Conference urges all 
States Parties actively to continue to promote international cooperation and exchange with States Parties 
in the peaceful uses o f biotechnology and urges all States Parties possessing advanced biotechnology to 
adopt positive measures to promote technology transfer and international cooperation on an equal and 
non-discriminatory basis, in particular with the developing countries, for the benefit of all mankind.  At 
the same time, the Conference stresses that measures to implement Article X need to be consistent with 
the objectives and provisions of the Convention.  
 
256. The Conference recalls that the States Parties have a legal obligation to facilitate and have the 
right to participate in the fullest possible exchange of equipment, materials and scientific and 
technological information for the use of bacteriological (biological) and toxins for peaceful purposes and 
not to hamper the economic and technological development of States Parties. 
 
257. The Conference emphasizes that States Parties should not use the provisions of the Convention to 
impose restrictions and/or limitation on transfers for purposes consistent with the objectives and 
provisions of the Convention of scientific knowledge, technology, equipment and materials. 
 
258. The Conference notes that existing institutional ways and means of ensuring multilateral 
cooperation between the developed and developing countries would need to be developed further in order 
to promote international cooperation in peaceful activities in such areas as medicine, public health and 
agriculture. 
 
259. The Conference shares the worldwide concern about new, emerging and re-emerging infectious 
diseases and considers that the international response to them offers opportunities for increased 
cooperation in the context of Article X application of strengthening the Convention.  The Conference 
welcomes the efforts to establish a system of global monitoring of disease and encourages States Parties 
to support the World Health Organization, the FAO and the OIE, in these efforts directed at assisting 
Members States to strengthen national and local programmes of surveillance, detection, diagnosis and 
combating of infectious diseases and improve early notification, surveillance, control and response 
capabilities.  
 
260. The Conference urges the use of existing institutional means with the United Nations system and 
the full utilization of the possibilities provided by the specialized agencies and other international 
organizations, and considers that he implementation of Article X could be enhanced through greater 
coordination among international cooperation programmes in the biological field for peaceful purposes 
conducted by States Parties, specialized agencies and other international organizations.  
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261. The Conference urges States Parties, the United Nations and its specialized agencies to take 
further specific measures within their competence for the promotion of the fullest possible exchange of 
equipment, materials and scientific and technological information for the use of bacteriological 
(biological) agents and toxins for peaceful purposes and of international cooperation in this field.  
 
262. The Conference requests the Secretary-General to collate on an annual basis, and for the 
information of States Parties, reports on how this article is being implemented. 
 
263. The Conference welcomes the information provided by a number of States Parties on the 
cooperative measures they have undertaken towards fulfilling their Article X obligations and encourages 
States Parties in a position to do so to provide such information. 
 
264. The Conference calls upon States Parties in a position to do so to fully cooperate with the 
developing States Parties to the Convention in the area of promotion and financing the establishment of 
vaccine production facilities.  The Conference recommends further that the relevant multilateral 
organizations and world financial institutions provide assistance for establishment and promotion of 
vaccine production projects in these countries.  
 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
 
265. The Conference underlines that each and every article of the Biological Weapons 
Convention bears the same value and importance. As such, non compliance Article X by a State 
Party is regarded as a violation of the convention.  
 
266. The Conference stressed that facilitation of and participation in the fullest possible 
exchanges and enhanced international cooperation in the field of peaceful biotechnological 
activities, aimed at facilitating economic and social development, is a fundamental element in 
strengthening the implementation of the Convention. In this regard, the States Parties to the 
Convention should reaffirm their commitment to the full and comprehensive implementation of 
Article X, especially in the light of recent scientific and technological developments in the field of 
biotechnology, which increase the potential for cooperation amongst States Parties. Therefore, the 
Conference urges States Parties, particularly those most advanced in this field, to adopt positive 
steps aimed at promoting international cooperation and transfer of technology, on an equal and 
non-discriminatory basis, in particular with countries less advanced in this field, thus promoting 
the basic objectives of this Convention. 
 
267. The Conference believes that lack of proper implementation of Article X prevents the less 
developed and developing States Parties from fulfilling their plans to control and eradicate 
infectious diseases. Therefore, the Conference calls upon States Parties to support an international 
system for combating and eradicating the emerging and re-emerging diseases in human, animals 
and plants and to support other specific programs, including collaborative vaccine R&D as well as 
relevant training programs, to improve the effectiveness of national, regional and international 
efforts on the diagnosis, surveillance, prevention, control, treatment of diseases caused by 
microbial and other biological agents and toxins, in particular infectious diseases. The Conference 
notes that establishment of a world-wide data bank can contribute to this end. 
 
268. The Conference recognizes that existing gap between countries in the field of 
biotechnology, genetic engineering, microbiology and other related areas is a source of concern. In 
this regard all States Parties particularly those possessing advanced biotechnology are urged to 
adopt positive measures to promote technology transfer and international cooperation on an equal 
and non-discriminatory basis, in particular with developing countries. 
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269. The Conference emphasizes that the imposition of restrictions on dual use application of 
know how, material and equipment necessary for the production of diagnostic and medicinal goods, 
vaccines and agricultural biologic pesticides is a blatant discriminatory action in direct violation of 
Article X. 
 
270. The Conference is of the belief that using the existing institutional means within the United 
Nations system and full utilization of the possibilities provided by the specialized agencies and 
other international organizations should be seriously considered. In this line, the Conference urges 
States Parties, the United Nations and its specialized agencies to take further specific measures 
within their competence for the promotion of the fullest possible exchange of equipment, materials 
and scientific and technological information for the use of bacteriological (biological) agents and 
toxins for peaceful purposes and of international cooperation in this field. Such measures could 
include, inter alia,  
 

(i) Exchange of information concerning research programs in biosciences and greater 
cooperation in international public health and control of diseases caused by 
microbial and other biological agents or toxins, in particular infectious diseases; 

 
(ii) Wider exchange of information, materials and equipment among States on a 

systematic and long-term basis; 
 

(iii) Active promotion of contacts between scientists and technical personnel on a 
reciprocal basis, in relevant fields; 

 
(iv) Increased technical cooperation and assistance, including provision of training 

programs for developing countries in the use of bio-sciences and genetic 
engineering for peaceful purposes; 

 
(v) Facilitation of the conclusion of bilateral, regional and multi-regional agreements 

providing, on a mutually advantageous, equal and non-discriminatory basis, for 
States Parties’ participation in the development and application of biotechnology; 

 
(vi) Improvement of health care and hygiene levels particularly in the developing 

countries.  
 
271. The Conference recalls that due to inadequacy of the existing institutional mechanisms for 
promoting international cooperation, the Secretary General of the Unites Nations has already been 
requested to propose for inclusion on the agenda of a relevant United Nations body, a discussion on 
the means for improving institutional mechanism in order to facilitate the fullest possible exchange 
of equipment, materials and scientific and technological information regarding the use of 
bacteriological (biological) agents and toxins for peaceful purposes. Moreover, the Conference 
encourages States Parties to establish an open-ended governmental Expert Group to consider this 
issue and make the relevant recommendations in this regard. 
 
272. The Conference underscores that States Parties have a legal obligation to refrain from imposing 
restrictions or limitations for transfers that would hamper economic or technological development of 
States Parties or international cooperation for peaceful applications in the field of biotechnology. 
Therefore, development of national export regulatory mechanisms should only be undertaken by 
harmonizing both the promotional and regulatory aspects and on a non- discriminatory basis. To this end, 
the Conference urges States Parties to undertake to review their national regulations governing 
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international exchanges and transfers in order to ensure their consistency with the objectives of the 
Convention and specifically the provisions of Article X. 
 
273. The Conference believes any politically motivated measures such as arbitrary export control 
regimes which restrict transfer, development and promotion of equipment, materials and scientific and 
technological knowledge, would hamper the economic and technological progress of States Parties and 
clearly violate Article X of the Convention. As such they set a dangerous precedence for other Articles of 
the Convention to be disregarded by other States Parties and consequently should be removed. 
Furthermore any additional measures to the Convention should be consistent to the Convention and 
multilaterally negotiated. 
 
274. The Conference emphasizes that the imposition of any limitation on biological experts in 
particular on those from developing States Parties that may hamper their education or their participation 
in the relevant seminars, training programs as well as their access to the relevant information sources, is 
contrary to the letter and spirit of the Convention.  
 
275. The Conference recognizes that in case, a State Party is being fully committed to all provisions of 
the Convention is denied by another State Party for receiving equipment and materials for peaceful 
application of biology and biotechnology, it should have the right to seek to redress the situation and to 
settlement of disputes through institutionalized measure. The Conference, therefore, is of the belief that 
an appropriate body should be established in order to promote the cooperation between States Parties and 
resolve all of the problems arising from the rejection or hampering of such exchanges and cooperation on 
the use of biological agents for peaceful purposes. 
 
276. The Conference reiterates its request to the United Nations Secretary-General to provide, 
annually, a report on the implementation of Article X as a mechanism of monitoring compliance and 
confidence building among the States Parties to the Conference regarding the implementation of Article 
X.  The Conference urges the States Parties to provide the required national information to the Secretary 
General to facilitate his report. Moreover the Conference solicits the UN Secretary General to anticipate a 
non-compliance reporting mechanism to identify and rectify measures inconsistent with the provision of 
Article X. 
 
Japan 
 
277. The Conference recognizes Article X as an important aspect of the Convention, and welcomes 
that a number of measures have been taken to implement Article X as declared in official documents 
including background documents, national reports and working papers submitted to the Conference. 
 
278. The Conference stresses that measures to implement Article X need to be consistent with the 
objectives and provisions of the Convention. In this regard, the Conference recognizes the need to be 
effectively implement above-mentioned national measures in order to further facilitate the 
implementation of Article X. 
 
279. The Conference stresses the importance of enhanced coordination and cooperation between Sates 
Parties to the Conventions and the relevant international organizations. 
 
Pakistan 
 
280. The Conference recognizes that the promotional aspects of Article X are crucial in strengthening 
the Convention and would also assist in achieving the objective of universal adherence.   
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281. The Conference recognizes that this article obligates implementation of the Convention in a 
manner designed to avoid hampering the economic or technological development of States Parties. 
 
282. The Conference reaffirms the commitment to the full and comprehensive implementation of 
Article X, especially in the light of recent scientific and technological developments in the field of 
biotechnology, that increase the potential for cooperation amongst States Parties and render such 
activities critical for strengthening the Convention.  
 
283. The Conference also recommends that positive steps to taken to promote international 
cooperation and transfer of technology, on an equal and non-discriminatory basis, with countries less 
advanced in this field.  
 
284. The Conference recognizes that States Parties have a legal obligation to refrain from imposing 
restrictions or limitations for transfers that would hamper economic or technological development of 
States Parties or international cooperation for peaceful applications in the field of biotechnology. 
Development of national export regulatory mechanisms should be undertaken by harmonizing both the 
promotional and regulatory aspects. 
 
285. The Conference reiterates the need for effective national policies consistent with Article X 
intended to implement the same as these constitute complementary means of addressing concerns relating 
to potential proliferation risks. 
 
286. The Conference urges States Parties to undertake to review their national regulations governing 
international exchanges and transfers in order to ensure its consistency with the objectives of the 
Convention and specifically the provisions of Article X. 
 
287. The Conference also agrees upon developing a framework for States Parties to support an 
international system for the global monitoring of emerging diseases in humans, animals and plants and to 
support other specific programmes to improve the effectiveness of national and international efforts on 
the diagnosis, prevention and treatment of diseases caused by microbial and other biological agents and 
toxins, in particular infectious diseases, including collaborative vaccine research and development and 
relevant training programmes.  
 
288. The Conference emphasizes the importance of providing technical and financial resources for 
establishing a system of global cooperation for surveillance, monitoring and control of disease and 
strengthening of national and local programmes of surveillance for infectious diseases for enhancing 
timely notification and response capabilities.  
 
Ukraine 
 
289. The Conferences recognises the many new and wide possibilities for progress in medicine, 
agriculture, economy and the environment as a result of biotechnological developments.  Misuse of 
these developments intentional or unintentional may create biological threats, which are difficult to 
predict but necessary to overcome, in particular by implementing basic obligations pursuant to the 
articles of the Convention.  To assist States in identifying and recognising new scientific and 
technological advances which are dual-use, Ukraine supports the idea of the establishment of a 
Scientific Advisory Body that could independently and transparently analyze global developments.  
These developments would be analysed in a manner consistent with the Convention by ensuring 
non-proliferation through compliance with Article IV national implementation legislation and 
national measures and promoting non-discriminatory cooperation between States Parties in the 
peaceful uses of biology.  
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290. To be effective the States Parties should also agree to report to the UN-DDA what is 
happening in their countries and to devote at least one of the intersessional meetings to education 
and codes of conduct. Without such mechanisms the States Parties will continue to lack the 
awareness and support amongst the worldwide life scientists community that are needed for the 
effective implementation of article X and article IV.  
 
291. Another important point to be considered is that most of the countries have collections of 
naturally or artificially created microorganisms of other biological agents or toxins that could be used for 
protective of other peaceful purposes. All necessary means have to be implemented to safeguard and 
control such collections against deliberate or unintentional hostile purposes. 
 
292. (The Conference) calls upon States Parties to continue establishing and/or improving national and 
regional capabilities to survey, detect, diagnose and combat infectious diseases but also other possible 
biothreats by inter alia establishing regional biomonitoring centres and integrate these efforts into 
national and/or regional emergency and disaster management plans.  
 
United States of America 
 
293. The Conference notes the importance of Article X and calls upon States Parties to affirm their 
obligations under Article X of the Convention. 
 
294. The Conference understands that Article X provides a vehicle for States Parties to facilitate, and 
participate in, the exchange of equipment, materials, and information for peaceful purposes. 
 
295. The Conference emphasises that the fact that States Parties have the right to work with biological 
agents for peaceful purposes does not mean they do not have the obligation to protect and secure those 
agents. The Conference therefore cautions States Parties that unsecured collections of dangerous 
biological agents create opportunities for theft or diversion of these agents for purposes prohibited by the 
Convention. 
 
296. The Conference notes that the implementation of Article X must be carried out “in accordance 
with the provisions of the Convention.” 
 
297. The Conference urges States Parties to make efforts to assist other States Parties to improve 
disease surveillance capabilities and encourage bottom-up developments of codes of conduct for 
scientists, both of which are consistent with the goals and objectives of the Convention. 
 
298. The Conference understands that information on legislation and pathogen security are also 
examples of types of assistance that could be shared under Article X, as is public health assistance 
provided by many States Parties. 
 
Article XI 
 
India 
 
299. The Conference reaffirms the importance of Article XI.  In this context the Conference underlies 
that the provisions of Article XI should in principle be implemented in such a way as not to affect the 
universality of the Convention. 
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Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
 
300. The Conference recalls that the Islamic Republic of Iran has formally presented a proposal in the 
Fourth BWC Review Conference to amend Article I and the title of the Convention to include explicitly 
the prohibition of use of biological weapons. 
 
301. The Conference notes that the Islamic republic of Iran, in view of the persistent risk of use or 
threat of use of biological weapons, once more submitted a formal request to the Conference for above- 
mentioned purpose. 
 
302. The Conference notes that the Depositaries have notified all States Parties of the proposal and 
calls upon all States Parties to convey their views to the Depositaries on whether the Convention needs to 
be amended to make clear explicitly that the use of biological weapons is effectively prohibited. 
 
303. The Conference requests the Depositaries to take such measures as may be requested by a 
majority of States Parties, including the option of convening a conference open to all States Parties 
to the Convention at the earliest appropriate opportunity to take a decision on the proposal, should 
a majority of the States Parties so decide. 
 
Pakistan 
 
304. The Conference stresses that any amendment to the Convention should not affect the universality 
of the Convention. 
 
Article XII 
 
China 
 
305. The Conference recognises the importance of the intersessional process agreed in the Fifth 
Review Conference and decided to continue intercessional meetings annually until 2011 with a view to 
discussing and promoting common understandings and effective actions on: 
 

(i) Enhancing the participation of States Parties in the submission of the CBM declaration; 
 

(ii) Responding to the new developments of science and technologies related to the 
Convention; 

 
(iii) Promoting the international cooperation and exchange in the peaceful uses of 

biotechnology. 
 
Finland on behalf of the European Union 
 
306. The Conference decides that a Seventh Review Conference shall be held in Geneva at the request 
of the majority of the States Parties, or in any case, not later than 2011. 
 
307. The Conference agrees that the Seventh Review Conference should consider the Convention in 
the light of: 
 

(i) new science and technological developments relevant to the Convention, including 
the possible misuse of such developments by States and non-State actors,  
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(ii) the progress made by States Parties on national implementation of the obligations 
under the Convention, to reduce the risk of misuse of dangerous biological 
materials by States and non-State actors, 

 
(iii) any development of the international security environment that may change the 

perspective of the BW threat, 
 

(iv) the outcome of the activities and procedures discussed during the 2007 to 2010 
intersessional process. 1 

 
India 
 
308. The Conference decides that the Seventh Review Conference shall be held in Geneva at the 
request of the majority of States Parties, or in any case, not later than 2011. 
 
309. The Conference decides that the seventh Review Conference shall consider, inter alia, the impact 
of scientific and technological developments relating to the Convention and consider the work of the 
annual meetings of States Parties to be held during 2007-2011 and decide on any further action.  
 
310. The Review Conference recommends that conferences of States Parties to review the operation of 
the Convention should be held at least every five years.  
 
311. The Conference decides, by consensus, to hold four annual meetings of the States Parties of one 
week duration each commencing in 2007 until the Seventh Review Conference, to be held not later than 
the end of 2011, to discuss, and promote common understanding and effective action on :  
 

(i) Facilitation of scientific and technological cooperation and exchanges for peaceful 
purposes in pursuance of Article X;  

 
(ii) Regional and sub-regional cooperation on BWC implementation;  

 
(iii) Ways and means to enhance national implementation, including enforcement of 

national legislative, administrative and other measures;  
 

(iv) Recent advances in life sciences and bio-technology and their relevance to 
implementation of the Convention, in particular Article I;  

 
(v) Bio-security and bio-safety, including safety and security of pathogens and toxins, 

with a view to prevent non-State actors from gaining access to biological agents and 
toxins;  

 
(vi) Scientific oversight, education and raising awareness of biological risks;  

 
(vii) Disease surveillance, education and raising awareness of biological risks;  

 
(viii) Preparedness and response, including detection, diagnosis and response to 

epidemics.  
                                                      

1  Item (iv) may be replaced by specific language related to the topics of the intersessional process agreed at 

the Review Conference. 
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312. Each meeting of the States Parties will be prepared by a one week meeting of experts.  The topics 
for consideration at each annual meeting of Experts and States Parties will be as follows: items (i) and (ii) 
will be considered in 2007; items (iii) and (iv) in 2008; items (v) and (vi) in 2009 and items (vii) and 
(viii) in 2010. 
 
313. The annual meetings of States Parties will also consider other issues relevant to the full and 
effective implementation of the Convention, including such recurring issues as national implementation, 
universal adherence to the Convention, confidence-building measures, international cooperation and 
assistance and implementation support.  
 
314. The meetings of experts will prepare factual reports describing their work.  All meetings, both of 
experts and of States Parties, will reach any conclusions or results by consensus.  The Sixth Review 
Conference will consider the work of these meetings and decide on any further action. 
 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
 
315. The Conference decides a Seventh Review Conference to be held in Geneva not later than 
2011.  
 
316. The Conference reaffirms multilateral negotiations on a legally binding instrument shall 
strengthen the Convention. Therefore the Conference decides these negotiations to be revived and 
concluded by consensus before commencement of the Seventh Review Conference. 
317. The Conference decides that Seventh Review Conference shall consider the impact of 
scientific and technological developments relating to the Convention and progress on the 
implementation of Action Plan on Article X.  
 
318. The Conference also decides to hold four annual meetings of the States Parties of one week 
duration commencing in 2007 to discuss and promote common understanding and effective action 
by consensus on: 
 

(i) Reviving multilateral negotiations on a legally binding instrument to strengthen the 
Convention; 

 
(ii) Facilitation of scientific and technological cooperation and exchanges for peaceful 

purposes in pursuance of Article X; 
 

(iii) Promotion of universality of the Convention; 
 

(iv) Disease surveillance including international cooperation in improving health-care 
infrastructures and systems. 

 
319. The Conference further decides that Seventh Review Conference shall consider the work of 
above mentioned meetings and decide on further action by consensus. 
 
Pakistan 
 
320. The Conference decides that the Seventh Review Conference shall consider, inter alia the impact 
of scientific and technological developments relating to the Convention.  The Conference recommends 
that conferences of States Parties to review the operation of the Convention should be held at least every 
five years 
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United States of America 
 
321. The Conference decides that States Parties will meet between the Sixth Review Conference and 
the Seventh Review Conference to: [to be added] 
 
322. The Conference notes that, since Article XII states that review must take into account “any new 
scientific and technological developments relevant the Convention, ” it must also take into account how 
such developments might be misused, not only by States, but also by terrorists or other non-State actors, 
thereby altering out perspective on the security of dangerous biological agents. As a result, the threat of 
illicit access to biological agents and toxins by non-State actors must be considered in any review of the 
Convention.  
 
323. The Conference further notes that this Article also requires States Parties to consider how a 
dynamic security environment may or may not alter our perspective of the BW threat. The Conference 
calls to the attention of States Parties scientific reports in recent years that continue to show that 
biological materials that have the potential for uses contrary to the Convention are not adequately 
protected 
 
324. The Conference decides that the Seventh review Conference should consider the Convention in 
the context of the strategic environment as well as in light of the progress that States Parties have made on 
implementing their obligations, as discussed during the 2003-2005 work program, and as reviewed at the 
Sixth Review Conference. 
325. In addition, the Conference decides that States Parties should work to reduce the threat of non-
State actors and should report on their progress to thwart these actors from escalating the biological 
weapons threat, and that States Parties should also constantly review risk and vulnerabilities of collections 
of dangerous biological materials and new developments for reducing those risks and, if appropriate, 
vulnerabilities should be regularly shared among States Parties 
 
Article XIII 
 
India 
 
326. The Conference notes the provisions of Article XII and, while emphasizing that the Convention is 
of unlimited duration and applies at all items, expresses its satisfaction that no States Party to the 
Convention has exercised its right to withdraw from the Convention. 
 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
 
327. The Conference notes the provisions of Article XIII and expresses its satisfaction that no 
State Party to the Convention has exercised its right to withdraw from the Convention. 
 
Pakistan 
 
328. The Conference welcomes the fact that there have been no withdrawals from the Convention.  
This underscores the continued validity and importance of the Convention.   
 
United States of America 
 
329. The Conference notes the provision of Article XIII and, while emphasizing that the Convention is 
of unlimited duration and applies at all times, expresses its satisfaction that no State Party to the 
Convention has exercised its right to withdraw from the Convention 
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Article XIV 
 
Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Peru 
and Uruguay 
 
330. (The Conference recommends Status Parties:) 
 

(i) should welcome the fact that, since the last Review Conference, the Governments 
of Mali, Antigua and Barbuda, Palau, Timor-Leste, the Sudan, Azerbaijan, 
Kyrgyzstan, the Republic of Moldova and Tajikistan have acceded to the Biological 
Weapons Convention or deposited their instruments of ratification, bringing the 
number of States parties to 155; 

 
(ii) should call upon States that have not yet adhered to or ratified the Biological 

Weapons Convention to do so without delay; 
 

(iii) should call upon States to withdraw all the reservations made to the 1925 Geneva 
Protocol in order to strengthen the norm that prohibits the use of biological 
weapons; 

 
(iv) should underline the importance of promoting international cooperation and 

technology transfer as incentives to achieve universality; 
 

(v) should adopt an action plan to facilitate universalization of the Biological Weapons 
Convention, including: 

 
(a) authorizing the Support Unit to take action to promote universalization, 

including: Scheduling of activities that enhance the interest of non-parties; 
Provision of assistance to States that request it in adapting their legislation 
to allow them to speed up their process of ratifying or acceding to the 
Biological Weapons Convention; and Efforts to promote the participation of 
non-parties in regional meetings and other events related to the Biological 
Weapons Convention; 

 
(b) securing a commitment by States parties to intensify their efforts to achieve 

the universalization of the Biological Weapons Convention, through 
bilateral means as well as within the framework of regional and multilateral 
meetings.  These efforts might include the exchange of information 
concerning legislative experience between States parties and non-parties; 

 
(c) inviting States parties to appoint a focal point responsible for coordinating 

actions aimed at securing the universalization of the Biological Weapons 
Convention.  A report on these actions should be presented to the other 
States parties at annual meetings. 

 
Finland on behalf of the European Union 
 
331. The Conference notes with satisfaction that a number of States have acceded to the Convention 
since the Fifth Review Conference: 155 countries are presently States Party to the Convention, of which 
nine (9) States have acceded to the Convention since the Fifth Review Conference. 
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332. The Conference calls upon the States which have not yet ratified or acceded to the Convention to 
do so without delay, and by 2011 at the latest. The Conference welcomes the decision made by some 
States not Party to the Convention to participate as observers, during the intersessional period 2003-2005, 
in Expert Meetings and Meetings of States Parties,  encourages these States to accede to the Convention 
and pending adherence, that they start implementing the provisions of the Convention.  
 
333. The Conference requests States Parties to encourage wider adherence to the Convention. In this 
connection, the Conference also welcomes initiatives that could lead to wider accession to the 
Convention. In particular, the Conference appreciates the initiatives taken by States or group of States 
through common positions, joint actions, multilateral and bilateral demarches with non-member States, 
with a view to contribute to the universalization of the Convention, and welcomes the organization of 
Conferences and Seminars to reach States not Party to the Convention.   
 
334. The Conference has agreed a strategy to help States Parties work towards the important objective 
of the universality of this Convention by 2011. 
 
India 
 
335. The Conference notes with satisfaction that a number of States have acceded to the Convention 
since the fifth Review Conference. 
336. The Convention calls upon States which have not yet ratified or acceded to the Convention to do 
so without delay and upon those States which have not signed the Convention to join the States Parties 
thereto, thus contributing to the achievement of universal adherence to the Convention. 
 
337. In this connection, the Conference requests States Parties to encourage wider adherence to the 
Convention.  The Conference welcomes the adoption of the ‘Action Plan’ and encourages States Parties 
to work towards early realization of the goal of universal adherence to the Convention. 
 
338. The Conference also welcomes regional initiatives that would lead to wider accession to the 
Convention. 
 
339. The Conference appeals to those States Parties to the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention 
which have taken part in the Conference to participate in the implementation of provision s contained in 
the Final Declaration of this Conference. 
 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
 
340. The Conference notes with satisfaction that a number of States have acceded to the 
Convention since the Fifth Review Conference. 
 
341. The Conference calls upon States which have not yet ratified or acceded to the Convention to do 
so without delay and upon those States which have not signed the Convention to join the States Parties 
thereto, thus contributing to the achievement of universal adherence to the Convention. In this connection, 
the Conference requests States Parties to encourage wider adherence to the Convention. 
 
Pakistan 
 
342. The Conference expresses satisfaction at the increased number of ratifications and accessions 
since the Fourth Review Conference.  It also agreed on a plan of action to be devised to increase 
ratification or accession to the Convention. 
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United States of America 
 
343. The Conference notes with satisfaction that […] States have acceded to or ratified the Convention 
since the Fifth Review Conference. 
 
344. The Conference calls upon States which have not yet ratified or acceded to the Convention to do 
so without delay, thus contributing to the achievement of universal adherence to the convention. 
 
345. In this connection, the Conference notes that all collections of biological agents with the potential 
for use as biological weapons pose a potential risk to the global community, whether or not those 
collections are located in the territory of a State Party or under its jurisdiction or control. 
 
346. As a result, the Conference urges all States Parties to work to universalize the Convention and to 
assist States in implementing their obligations under the Convention United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 1540. 
 
Article XV 
 
India 
 
347. The Conference notes the importance of this Article as well as the importance of the legal status 
of the languages of the Convention and the United Nations system.  
 
Pakistan 
 
348. The Conference agrees to include Arabic as an official language of the Convention. 
 
United States of America 
 
349. The Conference notes the importance of this Article as well as the importance of the legal status 
of the languages of the Convention and the United Nations system. 
 
Action Plan on Universalisation 
 
Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Peru 
and Uruguay 
 
350. (The Conference recommends that States Parties:)  Adopt an action plan to facilitate 
universalization of the Biological Weapons: 
 

(i) authorizing the Support Unit to take action to promote universalization, including: 
Scheduling of activities that enhance the interest of non-parties; Provision of 
assistance to States that request it in adapting their legislation to allow them to 
speed up their process of ratifying or acceding to the Biological Weapons 
Convention; and Efforts to promote the participation of non-parties in regional 
meetings and other events related to the Biological Weapons Convention; 

 
(ii) securing a commitment by States parties to intensify their efforts to achieve the 

universalization of the Biological Weapons Convention, through bilateral means as 
well as within the framework of regional and multilateral meetings.  These efforts 
might include the exchange of information concerning legislative experience 
between States parties and non-parties; 
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(iii) inviting States parties to appoint a focal point responsible for coordinating actions 
aimed at securing the universalization of the Biological Weapons Convention.  A 
report on these actions should be presented to the other States parties at annual 
meetings. 

 
Australia 
 
351. The Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention is a cornerstone of international security.  A 
global ban on the development, production, stockpiling and use of such weapons requires universal 
adherence to the Convention and full compliance by all State Parties.  Full implementation of the 
Convention is an obligation under UNSCR 1540 and UNSCR 1673.  Moreover, universalisation and full 
implementation of the Convention is vital to the security of all against the threat of bio-terrorism. 
 
352. The States Parties should thus reaffirm at the sixth Review Conference their commitment to 
ensuring the universalisation and full implementation of the Convention within their national legal 
frameworks.  To this end, the States Parties should agree to an action plan including: 
 

(i) calling on all States not party to the Convention to ratify or accede to the 
Convention without delay and to adhere voluntarily to its provisions until such time 
as they become parties; 

 
(ii) calling on States Parties to introduce and strengthen legislative, administrative and 

other measures, including accountability, physical protection and enforcement of 
regulations and penal codes, to ensure the full implementation of the Convention; 

 
(iii) using, as appropriate, bilateral contacts with States not parties, and regional and 

multilateral fora, to promote the political, security and economic benefits of 
ratification or accession to the Convention; 

 
(iv) undertaking initiatives, whether on a national, regional or international basis, to 

promote universalisation and full implementation of the Convention; 
 

(v) providing, where States Parties are in a position to do so, assistance to States in the 
process of ratifying or acceding to the Convention, and to States Parties on 
measures, including on legislation, to implement the Convention; 

 
(vi) seeking as appropriate the support and assistance of relevant regional and 

multilateral organisations toward realising the universalisation and full 
implementation of the Convention; 

 
(vii) nominating voluntarily points of contact to facilitate information exchange on 

universalisation and implementation measures among the States Parties; 
 

(viii) submitting and, where possible, making publicly available (e.g. posted on the 
Internet) Confidence-Building Measures to make the process of implementing and 
adhering to the Convention more transparent; 

 
(ix) reporting to the Convention Meetings Secretariat details of all universalisation and 

implementation activities for the purposes of compilation and dissemination among 
the States Parties. 
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Finland on Behalf of the European Union 
 
353. With 155 States Parties, of which 9 States have acceded to the Convention since the Fifth Review 
Conference, membership in the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention is substantially behind the 
other major multilateral arms control/proliferation treaties. The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty has 188 
and the Chemical Weapons Convention presently 180 States Parties. Although the United Nations 
General Assembly annually calls for States to join the increased international concern about the 
proliferation of biological weapons, a concerted international effort is needed to persuade non-States 
Parties to join the BTWC. 
 
354. The Conference agreed on an Action Plan on Universality with the goal of achieving universal 
membership to the BTWC by the time of the Seventh Review Conference in 2011.  
 
355. To this end, the Conference: 
 

(i) Calls on all States Parties to actively seek, bilaterally and with other States or on a region 
basis, to persuade non States Parties to the BTWC to join and to keep the Implementation 
Support Unit established in UN-DDA informed about their efforts; 

 
(ii) Calls on signatories to ratify the Convention without delay and to keep the 

Implementation Support Unit established in UN-DDA informed about progress of their 
ratification; 

 
(iii) Urges States Parties to promote universality in regional fora and international 

organizations; 
 

(iv) Requests the President of the Review Conference, assisted by the Implemented Support 
Unit established in UN-DDA, to address each non-State Party to the BTWC, urging it to 
join and offering any necessary assistance with this process; 

 
(v) Requests each State Party that wishes to participate actively in carrying out the action 

plan to designate the Implementation Support Unit in UN-DDA a national universality 
“point of contact” to facilitate coordination among States Parties; 

 
(vi) Requests the Implementation Support Unit established in UN-DDA to support States 

Parties in the universality effort by maintaining lists of “points of contact”, facilitating 
communications with non-States Parties to the BTWC, consolidating information on the 
progress of non-States Parties towards ratification / accession, and facilitating 
information exchange; 

 
(vii) Requests the President of the Review Conference, in close consultation with States 

Parties, to designate a facilitator for the Action Plan on Universality, who shall 
coordinate activities between “points of contact”; 

 
(viii) Requests the appointed facilitator to convene an initial coordination session of the “points 

of contact� to exchange information and coordinate activities no later than 31 March 
2007 and to convene subsequent sessions not less than annually on a schedule agreed by 
the participants; 

 
(ix) Requests the appointed facilitator to report at the annual meeting of States Parties to the 

States Parties on the implementation of the action plan; 
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(x) Requests the appointed facilitator and the Implementation Support Unit established in 
UN-DDA to keep each other informed on respective activities; 

 
(xi) Requests the Implementation Support Unit established in UN-DDA to provide any 

support to the facilitator; 
 

(xii) On requests of the States Parties, the President of the Review Conference appointed 
Mr./Mrs. … as facilitator for the Action Plan on Universality. 

 
Action Plan on National Implementation 
 
Finland on behalf of the European Union 
 
356. In Article IV, the Biological Weapons Convention requires each States Party, in accordance with 
its constitutional processes, to “take any necessary measures to prohibit and prevent,” on its territory or 
anywhere under its jurisdiction or control, any activities prohibited by the Convention. Judging from 
submissions to the United Nations Se3curity Council Resolution 1540 Committee, the 2003 BWC 
Meeting of Experts, and other publicly available information, many States have taken some steps to meet 
their obligations, while few have comprehensive measures in place. The progress achieved by the OPCW 
action plan in encouraging CWC States Parties to meet their obligations top enact national measures, 
including penal legislation, suggests that a similar effort should be agreed by the BTWC States Parties. 
 
357. The Conference agreed on an Action Plan on National Implementation with the goal of achieving 
the enactment and implementation of legislative and other measures in accordance with BTWC Article III 
and IV obligations, including penal legislation, by all States Parties without further delay. 
 
358. To this end, the Conference: 
 

(i) Requests each State Party: 
 

(a) To provide the Implementation Support Unit established in UN-DDA, not later 
than [15 April 2006] [either with the amended CBM Form E or in a descriptive 
way], detailed information on the measures it has taken to implement its Article 
III and IV obligations; 

 
(b) Seeking assistance of any kind in meeting its national implementation obligations 

to inform the Implementation Support Unit established in UN-DDA of its needs 
and point of contact not later than [15 April 2007] [either by the new CBM Form 
… or in a descriptive way]; 

 
(c) Able to provide assistance of any kind towards national implementation in other 

States Parties to inform the Implementation Support Unit established in UN-
DDA of the assistance available and its point of contact no later than [15 April 
2007] [either by the new CBM Form � or in a descriptive way]; 

 
(d) To keep the Implementation Support Unit established in UN-DDA informed on 

their efforts to meet national obligations under Article III and IV or to assist 
other States Parties; 

 
(ii) Requests the Implementation Support Unit established in UN-DDA: 
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(a) To compile and analyse official information available to it on measures taken by 
each State Party pursuant to Article III and IV, including any relevant 
clarifications received from States Parties, and to promptly distribute the analysis 
to all States Parties; 

 
(b) To compile and disseminate to all States Parties information on assistance needed 

and assistance provided; 
 

(c) To maintain close contacts with national points of contact, as well as 
international and non-governmental organizations that already provide assistance 
to States in meeting their Article III and IV obligations; 

 
(d) To post relevant information on planned workshops, seminars, and similar events 

related to national implementation assistance on the website devoted to BTWC 
information; 

 
(e) To periodically update information on the progress of States Parties in meeting 

their Article III and IV obligations, maintain lists of points of contact, facilitate 
communication among States Parties needing and providing assistance, and 
coordinate outreach activities; 

 
(f) To provide annually to all States Parties a report on activities undertaken under 

the action plan and progress achieved. 
 
Plan of Action on the Implementation of Article X 
 
Cuba on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement and Other States 
 
359. The Sixth Review Conference:  
 

(i) Calls on States Parties: 
 

(a) To actively seek, nationally, bilaterally, multilaterally or through regional 
mechanisms, the full implementation of the decisions adopted in previous 
review conferences regarding Article X; 

 
(b) To submit to the Implementation Support Unit established within the UN-

DDA a national report on implementation of Article X, including offers and 
requests for assistance in different areas under the scope of Article X. These 
reports may be published on the BWC Web site, with the approval of the 
State Party concerned; 

 
(c) To utilise the point of contact designated by States Parties to the 

Implementation Support Unit established within the UN-DDA to facilitate 
coordination among States Parties; 

 
(d) To undertake to review their national regulations governing international 

exchanges and transfers in order to ensure their consistency with the 
objectives and the provisions of Article X; 
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(e) To adopt positive measures to promote technology transfer and international 
cooperation, in particular to the developing countries, for the benefit of all 
mankind; 

 
(f) To provide upon request, where in a position to do so, assistance to other 

States Parties in enacting and enhancing national legislation to implement 
the Convention; 

 
(g) To facilitate cooperation, where in position to do so, in particular capacity 

building, as well as technology transfer in the areas of custom control to 
facilitate the implementation of relevant provisions of the Convention; 

 
(h) To ensure scientific cooperation and technology transfer, as well as 

exchange of information, concerning research programmes in biosciences 
and greater cooperation in public health, detection, diagnosis, and 
containment of infectious diseases, and agriculture; 

 
(i) To provide, where in a position to do so, financial and technical support, 

directly as well as through international organizations and relevant 
international institutions, with the view to building capacities in States 
Parties in need of assistance in the fields of surveillance, detection, 
diagnosis and containment of infectious diseases and related research; 

 
(j) To promote, where in a position to do so, development and production of 

vaccine and drugs to prevent and treat infectious diseases through 
international cooperation and, as appropriate, public-private partnerships; 

 
(k) To promote and facilitate regional workshops on scientific and 

technological cooperation and exchanges for peaceful purposes in pursuance 
of Article X; 

 
(l) To promote, where appropriate, the development of efficient coordination 

mechanism between the United Nations and its relevant specialised agencies 
and relevant international and regional organizations to facilitate specific 
measures to promote scientific cooperation and technology transfer; 

 
(m) To support the adoption of measures to create networks between scientific 

communities and academic institutions regarding the peaceful use of 
biotechnology, genetic engineering, microbiology and other areas related to 
the Biological Weapons Convention; 

 
(n) To assist the Implementation Support Unit established with the UN-DDA in 

the development of a database containing information on opportunities for 
international cooperation and technology transfers; 

 
(ii) Request the Secretary-General of the United Nations to propose the inclusion in the 

agenda of the relevant United Nations specialised agencies a discussion and 
examination of the means of improving institutional mechanisms in order to 
facilitate the fullest possible exchange of equipment, materials, and scientific and 
technological information regarding the use of biological agents and toxins for 
peaceful purposes; 
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(iii) Request the Implementation Support Unit established within the UN-DDA: 
 

(a) To receive from and distribute among States Parties, on an annual basis, 
information on the implementation of Article X of the Convention and on 
decisions adopted by the Sixth Review Conference; 

 
(b) To disseminate information on needs conveyed by States Parties to enhance 

their capabilities to eradicate infectious diseases and to promote biological 
and biotechnological research and development for peaceful purposes; 

 
(c) To develop, with the assistance of States Parties, and maintain a database 

containing information on opportunities for international cooperation and 
technology transfers; 

 
(d) To maintain regular contact with the national points of contact of States 

Parties; 
 

(e) To provide to States Parties at their annual meetings a progress report on 
activities undertaken by it under this Plan of Action. 

 
360. The Sixth Review Conference decides that a full review of the progress made in the 
implementation of the provisions set out in this Action Plan be carried out at the Seventh Review 
Conference. 
 
Implementation support 
 
Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Peru 
and Uruguay 
 
361. (The Conference decides) to create a permanent support unit/secretariat, whose main 
functions will be: 
 

(i) To analyse the information received from the States parties in their reports; 
 

(ii) To provide assistance to States parties on request in the submission of their reports; 
 

(iii) To provide assistance to States parties on request in the adaptation of their domestic 
legislation; 

 
(iv) To develop a database on national standards and legislation related to topics covered in 

the Biological Weapons Convention; 
 

(v) To devise a mechanism for the management of confidential information; 
 

(vi) To prepare documentation for the meetings of the Biological Weapons Convention; 
 

(vii) To provide support to the Chairman and the States parties at meetings of the Biological 
Weapons Convention in the form of advice on technical and procedural issues; 

 
(viii) To take steps designed to promote universalization; 
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(ix) To facilitate links between States parties and the depositaries, international organizations, 
scientific and academic institutions and non-governmental organizations; 

 
(x) To update the Biological Weapons Convention website. 

 
Finland on behalf of the European Union 
 
362. Taking into account the importance of national implementation of the Convention, universality of 
the Convention, and improvement of the exchange of Confidence-Building Measures, States Parties agree 
that, for these specific purposes, an “Implementation Support Unit” shall be chartered and will consist of 
three full time staff members within the DDA, funded by States Parties for the period from 2007-2011. 
 
363. The Implementation Support Unit shall: 
 

(i) Provide administrative support to any meetings during the period between the Sixth 
and Seventh Review Conferences; 

 
(ii) Receive and distribute Confidence Building Measures, including reminders to 

States Parties regarding their annual submissions and develop a secure website for 
review of Confidence Building Measures by States Parties; 

 
(iii) Compile data related to national implementation and universality [to be further 

elaborated in “Action Plans”]; 
 

(iv) Serve as a clearinghouse for offers of assistance related to national implementation 
and preparation of CBMs. 

 
364. The unit’s mandate will be limited to the above tasks.  The unit will submit a concise annual 
written report to all States Parties and update States Parties at each Meeting of States Parties on its 
activities to implement this mandate.  The unit’s existence and mandate will be reviewed by States Parties 
at the Seventh Review Conference. 
 
Norway 
 
365. (The Conference decides to establish an Implementation Support Unit whose tasks would 
include:) 
 

(i) Being in charge of the preparations for intergovernmental meetings; 
 

(ii) Receiving the States Parties’ Confidence-Building Measures reports.  Encouraging 
and reminding States Parties to submit such reports on an annual basis, and, if 
necessary, providing assistance.  Disseminating Confidence-Building Measures 
(CBMs) to other the States Parties; 

 
(iii) Drawing up an annual report on the CBMs for the States Parties; 

 
(iv) Functioning as a clearing house for technical cooperation on legislation, biosafety 

and biosecurity without duplicating other relevant institutions.  The unit could also 
facilitate technical cooperation between the States Parties at their request, such as 
elaborations of project proposals; 

 
(v) Working systematically towards full universalisation of the BTWC; 
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(vi) Maintaining regular contact with key institutions such as the World Health 
Organization (WHO), the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) and the 
Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO); 

(vii) Providing support to the UN Secretary-General in the event of a suspicious 
outbreak of disease, by updating the Secretary-General’s response mechanism; 

 
(viii) Facilitating consultations between States Parties in cases where Article V has been 

invoked. 
 
Intersessional programme of work 
 
Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Peru 
and Uruguay 
 
366. Although the ad hoc mechanism used in the period between the Fifth and Sixth Review 
Conferences of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling 
of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction (the Biological 
Weapons Convention) has been useful for exchanging information and experience on some topics, 
it has suffered from limitations as regards the implementation of all the obligations contained in 
the Convention. 
 
367. In order to remedy this situation, (the Review Conference decides) to establish a flexible ad 
hoc follow-up mechanism for the period between the sixth and seventh review conferences of the 
Biological Weapons Convention.  This mechanism would: 
 

(i) Support annual meetings of governmental experts (one week) and of States parties (two 
weeks); 

 
(ii) Analyse, in meetings of governmental experts, developments in the fields of 

biotechnology, genetic engineering, microbiology and other related areas that may have 
an impact on the work of the Biological Weapons Convention; 

 
(iii) Examine systematically, in meetings of the States parties, the preamble as well as the 

operative section of the Biological Weapons Convention, as well as the work of the 
preceding meeting of governmental experts, if any, and specify the subjects to be 
discussed at the next meeting of governmental experts; 

 
(iv) Discuss, at the first meeting of governmental experts, the following subjects:  …; 

 
(v) Have, during the meetings of the States parties, the capacity to adopt decisions which 

provide a response to any challenges facing the Biological Weapons Convention; 
 

(vi) Facilitate the work of the follow-up mechanism through the Support Unit. 
 
Finland on behalf of the European Union 
 
368. The Conference of States Parties agreed by consensus to the following intersessional 
programme of work commencing in 2007 until the Seventh Review Conference, to be held not later 
than the end of 2011, to discuss, and promote common understanding and effective action on:  
 

(i) improvements to the Confidence Building Measures (linked to Art. V); 



BWC/CONF.VI/3 
Page 65 

(ii) Safety and security of pathogens and toxins (linked to Art. IV); 
 

(iii) Detection of pathogenic agents and response to epidemics in real time (linked to 
Arts. VI and X); 

 
(iv) Raising of the awareness of the biological risk in national populations (linked to 

Art. X); 
 

(v) Judicial, police and customs cooperation on the prevention of proliferation of high 
risk products and illicit trade in dual-use equipment (linked to Arts. III, IV and X); 

 
(vi) Redirection of scientists previously involved in military programmes (linked to Art. 

X); 
 

(vii) Regional and sub-regional cooperation on BTWC implementation (linked to 
Art. IV); 

 
(viii) Action in the event of suspected use of biological or toxin weapons by State and 

non-State actors (linked to Arts. V, VI and VIII). 
 
369. States Parties will meet annually for [one] week, preceded by a [one/two] week Meetings of 
Experts which will prepare factual reports describing their work. 
 
370. States Parties will address [which topic] on [which year], etc.  In addition, [reporting on 
national implementation mechanisms, national enforcement of legislative and administrative 
arrangements, biosecurity, scientific and technological developments relevant to the Convention, 
awareness-raising and educational activities, peaceful uses of biological sciences and progress 
towards universal adherence to the Convention] will be discussed and reviewed on an annual basis. 
Where States Parties have agreed Action Plans, these will be discussed and reviewed annually. 
 
371. The first meetings in 2007 will be chaired by [name/nation/regional group]; the 2008 
meetings will be chaired by [name/nation/regional group]; the 2009 meetings will be chaired by 
[name/nation/regional group]; and the 2010 meetings will be chaired by [name/nation/regional 
group].  
 
372. All meetings, both of experts and States Parties, will reach any conclusions or results by 
consensus.  Where there is consensus the Meetings of States Parties could make decisions without 
referral to the Seventh Review Conference. 
 
373. The Seventh Review Conference will consider the work or the intersessional programme of 
work and decide on any further action. 
 
Cuba on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement and Other States 
 
374. (The Conference decides) to hold four annual meetings of the governmental experts and 
States Parties of the one week duration each, commencing in 2007 until the Seventh Review 
Conference, to be held not later the end of 2011, and to consider the following issues: 
 

(i) Advances in the life sciences and biotechnology and their relevance to the 
implementation of the Convention, in particular Article I; 
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(ii) Ways and means to enhance national implementation; 
 

(iii) Review of the implementation of confidence-building measures; 
 

(iv) Practical and concrete measures to facilitate scientific and technological 
cooperation and exchanges for peaceful purposes in pursuance of Article X; 

 
(v) Disease surveillance, including international cooperation in improving health-care 

infrastructures and systems; 
 

(vi) Promotion of universalization of the Convention; 
 

(vii) Education and raising awareness of biological risks in national populations.  
 
New Zealand 
 
375. An intersessional work programme has demonstrated its potential to contribute effectively 
to the strengthening and implementation of the Convention as a whole.  Accordingly, the practice 
should be continued during the next review cycle. 
 
376. Intersessional topics for consideration during the next review cycle could include the 
following: 
 

(i) implementation and periodic review of a universalisation action plan; 
 

(ii) further development of confidence-building measures at national, regional, and 
multilateral levels; 

 
(iii) further development of biosafety and biosecurity practices at national, regional, and 

multilateral levels; 
 

(iv) the potential for mutually reinforcing activity programmes between the BWC and 
UNSCR 1540. 

 
377. Any intersessional programme established should retain sufficient flexibility on a year-to-
year basis to allow the consideration of new items, which may arise in the form of unforeseen 
developments and recent innovations that are relevant to the work of the Convention. 
 
South Africa 
 
378. (The Conference decides to establish) a more substantial process that will consist of expert 
meetings on one or more subjects (one week per subject) each year for the first three years. 
 
379. These meetings will report to a meeting of States Parties, which will take place in the fourth year 
and will be two weeks in duration. The meetings of experts may make proposals to the meeting of States 
Parties. 
 
380. The meeting of States Parties will consider the reports and any proposals made by the meetings of 
experts and then make proposals to the Seventh Review Conference for consideration. 
 
381. The following subjects for discussion can be considered: 
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(i) Identification of national and international measures and actions to improve Biosafety 
and Biosecurity; 

(ii) International cooperation to assess and improve the capacity of international and national 
primary health care systems to manage disease; 

 
(iii) To review the purposes, utility, formats, universalisation, and management of CBMs. 

This meeting could last two weeks and should make proposals to the meeting of States 
Parties; 

 
(iv) Discussion and examination of the means for improving international cooperation in the 

use of biotechnology for peaceful purposes. 
 
382. The subjects discussed during the period between the Fifth and Sixth Review Conferences can be 
considered in terms of implementation and new developments during the meeting of States Parties. 
 
Confidence-building measures 
 
Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Peru 
and Uruguay 
 
383. Confidence-building measures are necessary for better and more effective implementation 
of the provisions of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and 
Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction (the 
Biological Weapons Convention).  
 
384. Confidence-building measures prevent and reduce areas of ambiguity through greater 
transparency, and can be useful in carrying out a structured analysis of a compliance regime. 
 
385. In order to achieve the desired improvement of such measures, States parties are invited to 
consider the following recommendations within the framework of their annual meetings, assisted 
by the Support Unit:  
 

(i) Provision of assistance and cooperation to States parties, when requested, in devising, 
presenting and implementing confidence-building measures; 

 
(ii) Review of existing measures and their format; 

 
(iii) Development of guidelines for enhancement of their implementation; 

 
(iv) Examination of the desirability of creating new forms with a more readable format, 

independently of the language in which the forms are presented, and of making them 
available in electronic format; 

 
(v) Devising of new measures, where necessary;  

 
(vi) Study of the possibility of establishing a panel of governmental experts to assist in the 

duties mentioned above, among other tasks. 
 
Finland on behalf of the European Union 
 
386. The review of Article V of the BTWC has shown the need for enhancing participation of States 
Parties in the Confidence building measures process. 
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387. The Conference therefore agrees to make the following decisions: 
 

(i) The [DDA]/[Implementation Support Unit within the United Nations Department for 
Disarmament Affairs], with the assistance of interested States Parties, shall develop an 
electronic version of the Confidence building measures forms. The completed forms shall 
be posted on a secure Internet site for the use of States Parties, to be developed under the 
auspices of the [DDA]/[Implementation Support Unit within the United Nations 
Department for Disarmament Affairs];  

 
(ii) States parties that wish to submit completed paper forms instead of electronic forms can 

do so. The [DDA]/[Implementation Support Unit within the United Nations Department 
for Disarmament Affairs] shall insert the submitted hard copy data in the secure Internet 
site in order to make it electronically available to all States Parties; 

 
(iii) The [DDA]/[Implementation Support Unit within the United Nations Department for 

Disarmament Affairs] shall centralize requests and offers of assistance regarding the 
submission of CBMs; 

 
(iv) The [DDA]/[Implementation Support Unit within the United Nations Department 

for Disarmament Affairs] shall regularly inform States Parties about CBM returns 
and provide statistics on the level of participation; 

 
(v) States Parties shall designate a national point of contact responsible for the submission of 

CBMs, the contact details of which shall be sent to the [DDA]/[Implementation Support 
Unit within the United Nations Department for Disarmament Affairs]; 

 
(vi) The Point of contact shall be informed each year by the UN Secretary-General and by the 

[DDA]/[Implementation Support Unit within the United Nations Department for 
Disarmament Affairs], of the deadline for submitting information under the information 
exchange procedure (15 April). A reminder shall be issued by the 
[DDA]/[Implementation Support Unit within the United Nations Department for 
Disarmament Affairs] after the deadline has passed if no data has been forwarded. 

 
388. Furthermore, the Conference agrees to review the formats of the CBM questionnaires and to 
endorse the appended forms.  
 

- - - - - 


