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46/56. Report of the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law on the work of its
twenty-fourth session

A

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 2205 (XXI) of 17 December
1966, by which it created the United Nations Commission
on International Trade Law with a mandate to further the
progressive harmonization and unification of the law of in-
ternational trade and in that respect to bear in mind the in-
terests of all peoples, in particular those of developing
countries, in the extensive development of international
trade, as well as its resolutions 43/166 of 9 December
1988, 44/33 of 4 December 1989 and 45/42 of 28 Novem-
ber 1990,

Reaffirming its conviction that the progressive harmoni-
zation and unification of international trade law, in reduc-
ing or removing legal obstacles to the flow of international
trade, especially those affecting the developing countries,
would significantly contribute to universal economic coop-
eration among all States on a basis of equality, equity and
common interest and to the elimination of discrimination
in international trade and, thereby, to the well-being of all
peoples,

Having considered the report of the United Nations
Commission on International Trade Law on the work of its
twenty-fourth session,?

Mindful of the valuable contribution to be rendered by
the United Nations Commission on International Trade
Law within the framework of the United Nations Decade
of International Law, particularly as regards the dissemi-
nation of international trade law,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
United Nations Commission on International Trade Law
on the work of its twenty-fourth s=ssion;

2. Takes note of the successful conclusion of the
United Nations Conference on the Liability of Operators
of Transport Terminals in International Trade, held at
Vienna from 2 to 19 April 1991, which has resulted in the
adoption of the United Nations Convention on the Liability
of Operators of Transport Terminals in International
Trade;*

3. Reaffirms the mandate of the Commission, as the
core legal body within the United Nations system in the
field of international trade law, to coordinate legal activi-
ties in this field in order to avoid duplication of effort and
to promote efficiency, consistency and coherence in the
unification and harmonization of international trade law
and, in this connection, recommends that the Commission,
through its secretariat, should continue to maintain close
cooperation with the other international organs and organi-
zations, including regional organizations, active in the field
of international trade law;

4. Calls upon the Commission to continue to take ac-
count, as appropriate, of the relevant provisions of the reso-
lutions concerning the new international economic order,
as adopted by the General Assembly at its sixth®' and sev-
enth? special sessions;

5. Reaffirms the importance, in particular for develop-
ing countries, of the work of the Commission concerned
with training and assistance in the field of international
trade law and the desirability for it to sponsor seminars and

symposia to provide such training and assistance, and, in
this connection:

(a) Expresses its appreciation to the Commission for
organizing the symposium on international trade law,”
held in conjunction with the twenty-fourth session of the
Commission, and the regional seminar on international
trade law, held at Douala, Cameroon, in January 1991,
and to the Governments whose contributions enabled the
symposium and the seminar to take place;

(b) Invites Governments, the relevant United Nations
organs, organizations, institutions and individuals to make
voluntary contributions to the trust fund for the United Na-
tions Commission on International Trade Law symposia
and, where appropriate, to the financing of special projects,
and otherwise to assist the secretariat of the Commission
in financing and organizing seminars and symposia, in par-
ticular in developing countries, and in the award of fellow-
ships to candidates from developing countries to enable
them to participate in such seminars and symposia;

6. Commends the Commission on its decision to organ-
ize, as a first step in the preparation of its programme of
activities for the United Nations Decade of International
Law, a Congress on International Trade Law during the last
week of the twenty-fifth session of the Commission, to be
held in New York from 4 to 22 May 1992, and expresses
the hope that all States and interested international organi-
zations will take the opportunity to send appropriate dele-
gates to the Congress to consider accomplishments in the
progressive unification and harmonization of international
trade law during the past twenty-five years and the practi-
cal needs that can be foreseen for the future;

7. Repeats its invitation to those States which have not
yet done so to consider signing, ratifying or acceding to
the conventions elaborated under the auspices of the Com-
mission.
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B

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 2205 (XXI) of 17 December
1966, by which it created the United Nations Commission
on International Trade Law with a mandate to further the
progressive harmonization and unification of the law of in-
ternational trade and in that respect to bear in mind the in-
terests of all peoples, in particular those of developing
countries, in the extensive development of international
trade,

Reaffirming the provision in resolution 2205 (XXI) that
the representatives of members on the Commission shall
be appointed by Member States in so far as possible from
among persons of eminence in the field of the law of in-
ternational trade,

Recalling its resolution 3108 (XXVIII) of 12 December
1973, by which it expanded the membership of the Com-
mission to thirty-six States, to include nine African States,
seven Asian States, five Eastern European States, six Latin
American States and nine Western European and other
States, so that it would be representative of the various
geographic regions and the principal legal and economic
systems of the world,

Concerned about the relatively low incidence of expert
representation from developing countries at sessions of the
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Commission and particularly of its working groups during
recent years, due in part to inadequate resources to finance
the travel of such experts,

Convinced that the fulfilment of the mandate of the
Commission, in particular the preparation of universally
acceptable legal texts, requires the active participation of
representatives from all regions and the various legal and
economic systems in an equitable manner, and that repre-
sentatives need to have special expertise in the field of in-
ternational trade law, in view of the complex and technical
nature of the work of the Commission and its working
groups,

Bearing in mind the arrangements on reimbursement of
travel expenses that exist for certain United Nations bod-
ies, pursuant to section IX of its resolution 43/217 of 21
December 1988,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on
possible ways of assisting developing countries to attend
meetings of the United Nations Commission on Interna-
tional Trade Law;

2. Requests the Fifth Committee, in order to ensure full
participation by all Member States, to consider granting
travel assistance, within existing resources, to the least de-
veloped countries that are members of the Commission, as
well as, on an exceptional basis, to other developing coun-
tries that are members of the Commission at their request,
in consultation with the Secretary-General, to enable them
to participate in the sessions of the Commission and its
working groups;

3. Recommends that the Commission rationalize the
organization of its work and consider, in particular, the
holding of consecutive meetings of its working groups;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report on
the implementation of the present resolution to the General
Assembly at its forty-seventh session,
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46/57. Consideration of the draft articles on the status
of the diplomatic courier and the diplomatic
bag net accompanied by diplomatic couricr

and of the draft optional protocols thereto

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 44/36 of 4 December 1989, in
which it noted that the International Law Commission, tak-
ing into account the written comments of Governments and
views expressed in debates in the Assembly, had com-
pleted at its forty-first session the second reading of the
draft articles on the status of the diplomatic courier and the
diplomatic bag not accompanied by diplomatic courier and
had also prepared a draft optional protocol on the status of
the courier and the bag of special missions and a draft op-
tional protocol on the status of the courier and the bag of
international organizations of a universal character,”

Recalling also its resolution 45/43 of 28 November
1990, by which it decided that the informal consultations
that were held at its forty-fifth session would be resumed
at its forty-sixth session,

1. Expresses its satisfaction at the useful informal con-
sultations that were accordingly held at its forty-sixth ses-
sion to study the draft articles on the status of the diplo-

matic courier and the diplomatic bag not accompanied by
diplomatic courier and the draft optional protocols thereto,
as well as the question of how to deal further with those
draft instruments with a view to facilitating the reaching
of a generally acceptable decision in the latter respect, and
takes note of the report of the Vice-Chairman of the Sixth
Committee who presided over those consultations;*®

2. Decides that these informal consultations will be re-
sumed at its forty-seventh session;

3. Also decides to include in the provisional agenda of
its forty-seventh session the item entitled “Consideration
of the draft articles on the status of the diplomatic courier
and the diplomatic bag not accompanied by diplomatic
courier and of the draft optional protocols thereto”.
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46/58. Report of the Special Committee on the Char-
ter of the United Nations and on the Strength-

ening of the Role of the Organization

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 3499 (XXX) of 15 December
1975, by which it established the Special Committee on the
Charter of the United Nations and on the Strengthening of
the Role of the Organization, and its relevant resolutions
adopted at subsequent sessions,*

Bearing in mind the reports of the Secretary-General on
the work of the Organization submitted to the General As-
sembly at its thirty-seventh,® thirty-ninth,*' fortieth,*
forty-first,*> forty-second,* forty-third,** forty-fourth,*
forty-fifth*” and forty-sixth*® sessions, as well as the views
and comments expressed on them by Member States,

Having considered the report of the Special Committee
on the Charter of the United Nations and on the Strength-
ening of the Role of the Organization on the work of its
session held in 1991,%

Expressing its satisfaction at the completion of the work
on the draft Declaration on Fact-finding by the United Na-
tions in the Field of the Maintenance of International Peace
and Security,*

Mindful of the desirability of further work being done
by the Special Committee in the fields of the maintenance
of international peace and security and the peaceful settle-
ment of disputes between States,

Bearing in mind various proposals presented to the Gen-
eral Assembly at its forty-sixth session aimed at strength-
ening the role of the Organization and enhancing its effec-
tiveness,

|, Takes note of the report of the Special Committee
on the Charter of the United Nations and on the Strength-
ening of the Role of the Organization;*

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for the completion of the Handbook on the Peaceful Set-
tlement of Disputes between States®! and requests him to
publish and disseminate it widely in all the official lan-
guages of the United Nations;

3. Decides that the Special Committee will hold its
next session from 3 to 21 February 1992,



