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I, INTRODUCTION

1. The i tem entitled “Report of the United Nationr  Commisrlon  on International
Trade Law on the work of itr twenty-second ~esrion” war included in the provisional
agencla  of tha forty-fourth rerrlon of the Qeneral Aarembly pursuant to pdragraph 1
of Qenorsl  Aaaembly resolution 43/166 of V December 1988,

2. At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 22 September 1989, the Qeneral Amsembly, on tho
recommendation of the Qeneral Conunittee, decided to include the i tem in its agenda
and to allocets it to the Sixth Committee.

3. In connection with the item, the Sixth Committee had beiore it the report. of
the Conuniraion,  A/ which was introduced by the Chairman of the Commission at the
4th meeting of the Sixth Committee, on 26 September 1989. The Sixth Committee also
had before it the report of the Secretary-Qeneral on th status of convoationn
(A/44/453 and Add.1).  In addit ion, a lettcrr  dated 19 July 1989 from the Chargi
d’affairer  a.i. of the Permanent Mirrion  of Zimbabwe to the United Nations
addressed to the Secretary-General (A/44/409-S/20743 and Corr.1 and 2) wau
circulated under the i tem.

-- .-.. - ..__.. - -... *.-

11 Pf.f-hihi.  .Rs.r;.nrdJ  nf.. f;ha-.limUfrP1 Aesembly, i?vrty~fourth  Strsafvn,
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4, The Sixth Committee considered the item at its 4th to 6th and 38th meOting8,
from 26 to 28 September and on 10 November 1989. The summary recordr of thorn
msutings (A/C.6/44/SR.4-6  and 38) contain the view8 of the reprerentativo~ who
spoke on the i tern.

I I . CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSALS

5. At the 38th meoting, on 10 November, the representative of m iattoduaod
a draft  resolution entitled “Report of the International Trade Law Comirrioa on
the work of its twenty-second neasion” (A/C.6/44/L.5),  sponsored by  w,
BraPi.l,.Canade,~&&W1 Deamsrk.Ewot.U  Frame  thiium8
m-;uic of* Q-Y.1s0
the Id.k~mlrrabJMlshirivad~orom  NetherlsDds.Poland. Su aad
XRgoslar~  la ter  j o ined  by  w, the  Bvelowan Sov ie t  SUPm 0
Kmya  and &a~.

6. The Committee had before it a atatement submitted by the Secrotaty-Gemor
(A1C.61441L.8)  of the programme budget implication8 of the draft rerolutioa,

7. At the same meeting, the Commi.tee  adopted draft rerolution  A/C.WIWL.E
without a vote (see para. 6).

I I I . HECOMMENDAIION  OF THE SIXTH COMMITTEE

8. The Sixtli Committee recommends to the General Assembly ths adoption of the
fo l lowing draft  renolution;

ort of W United Nationa on B
~AdLhtUK~thework  of i ta twenty-m

&.c&l,ing  its resolution 2205 (XXI) of 17 December 1966, by which it
created the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law with 8
mandate to further the progressive harmonization and unification of tha law of
. ..~trrnational  trade and in that respect to bear in mind the interortr Of ml1
peb,ales,  in particular those of developing countries,  in the ertenrive
development of international trade, a s  w e l l  ab i t s  resolution  43/166 o f
9 December 1988,

Senff..brming i t s  c onv i c t i on  that  t h e  progressive harmoniaatiop  a n d
unif ication of international  t rade  law, in reducing or removing log81
obstacles to the flow of international trade, especially  those affecting tbo
de-reloping countries , would signif icantly  contribute to  univerral economic
co-operation among all States on a basis of equality, equity and comon
intorest  and to the elimination of discrimination in international trade and,
thereby, to the well-being of all peoples,

/ . . .



A/44/723
Enqliah
Page 3

v the report of the United Nationr Commisrrion  on
Intarnatioaal  Trade Law on the work of its twenty-second  8eaaion,  21

w that the Commission  adopted the draft Convention on the Liability
of @oratorI  of Transport  Terminala in International Trade and recommended 91
that the 9anoral  A~sambly rrhould convunm  an international conference of
plonipotantiariee  for a duration of three week8 in 1991 to conclude, on the
barir  of the draft Convention approved by the Commission, a Convention on the
Liability  of Operators of Tranrport Terminals in International Trade,

w the need for the Commission to have adequate source8 of
funding for itr programme of training and aarristance  in international trade
law,

1. tm with WrecW of the report of the United Nations
Ceiarlon on International Trade Law on the work of its twenty-eecond 8essionr

3. m the mandate of the Commission, aa the core legal body
within the United Nation8 system in  the  f ie ld  of  international  trade law,  to
oo-ordinate legal  act ivit ies  in  this  f ie ld  in order to  avoid duplication of
e f f o r t  and to promote efficiency, consistency and coherence in the unification
mad harmonisation of international trade law and, in this connection,
roa~nbr that the Commission,  through its secretariat,  should continue to
rrintain  al080 co-operation with the other international orgarls  and
otgaaimationr  , including regional orqaniaations, active in the field of
iaterrratioaal  trade lawt

3. m the Commission to continue to take account of the
rolovurt  provirions  of the resolutions concerning the new international
l aonomic order, ar adopted by the General Assembly at its sixth A/ and
l oveath a/ rpecial eessiona~

4, Nits -i&i- to the Commission for the valuable work
&no in proparing a draft Convention on the Liability of Operators of
Tramport  Terminals  in International  Trade1

a/ m., para. 2 2 5 .

41 Rmrolution  3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI).

w Rorolution  3362 (S-VII).

/ . . .
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5 . IJ&&s that an international  conference o f  plenipotentiaries  shal l
be convened at Vienna from 8 to 26 April 1991 to conaider the draft Convention
prepared by the Commission and to embody the resulta of its work in a
convention on the liability of operators of transport terminals in
international trade;

6. Recruesta the Secretary-General;

( a )  To  inv i t e  a l l  S ta tes  t o  participate in  the  Confarencel

(b) To invite representatives of organisations that have received a
standinq  invitation from the General Assembly  to participate in the sessions
and the work of all international conferences  convened under its ausp:ces in
the capncity  of observers to participate in the Conferonce in that capacity in
accordance with Assembly resolutions 3237 (XXIX) of 22 November 1974 and
311152 of 20 December 1976;

(c) To invite representatives  of the national liberation movements
recognilred in its region by the Organisation of Xfrican  Unity to participate
in the Conference in the capacity of observers in accordance with General
Assembly resolution 3280 (XXIX) of 10 December 19741

(d) To invite the specialised l\qencios  and the International Atomic
Enorgy Agency, as well as interested organs of the United Nations and
interested international organisations, to be represented at the Conference by
observerat

7. m&f- the importance, in particular for developing countries, of
the work of the Commission concerned with training and assistance in the field
of international trade law and the desirability for it to sponsor seminars and
symposia, in particulnr those orqaniaed on a regional basis, to promote
training and assistance  in ihe f ie ld of  international  trade law,  and,  in this
connection:

(a) Expresses its appreciation to the Commission for organising the
symposium on international law held in conjunction with the twenty-second
session of the Commission and to the Governmenta whose contributions enabled
the seminar to take place)

(b) Invites Governments, the relevant United Nations organs,
organisations, institutions and individuals to make voluntary contributions to
the Trust Fund for the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law
Symposia, where appropriate, to the financing of special projects, and
otherwise to assist the sscretariat  of the CommissJon  in financing and
organising seminars and symposia, in particular in developing countries, and
for the award of fellowships to candidates from develoyinq  countries to enable
them to participate in such seminars and symposiat

/ . . .
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8. ReDeats its invitation to those States which have not yet done so to
consider signing, ratifying or acceding to the conventions elaborated under
the auspices of the Commission;

9. ADDroves the initiative of the Commission to have prepared an
official Arabic language version of the Convention on the Limitation Period in
the International Sale of Goods, of 14 June 1974, 41 as amended by the
Protocol of 11 April 1980. 21

e/Qffi i 1 R t f h ni n Prescr'Dtion
-(Limitation)  in the International Sale of Goods. New York, 20 May-14 June 1974
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.74.V.8),  p. 101.

71 Dfficial Records of the United Nations Conference on Contracts for the
International Sale of Goods (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.81.IV.3),
p. 191.


