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The'meetiqg'was'called~to7ordet-at'12;55~p;m.

EXPRESSION OF SYMPATHY

The-PRESIDENT:‘~It'w§s‘with very great socrow that the members of the
Seéurity'éouncil learned of -the sevéte natural disasters that occurred recenﬁly in
China, the United States of Amética, the Philippines and Viet Nam, and of the one
th#t has now occurféd iﬁ Algeria. I should liké, on behélf of thélsécurity |
Council, to exprgss heartfélt condolenées and deepést sfmpathy té the Governments
and peoples of these counéries on the tragic loss of life and extensive material
damage that they have suffered. | |

EXPRESSION OF THANKS TO THE RETIRING PRESIDENT

,The'PRESIDENTz As this is the first meeting of the Security.Council—EOt
the month of October, I should like to take ihis opporﬁunity to pgy a tribute,'on‘r
behalonf the Council, to Mr. Paulo Nogueira-Batista, Permanent Representative of
Brazil to the Uniﬁed Nations, for his service as President of the Se;urity Council
for the month of Septenbér 1989. I am sure I speak fqi all nmnbers,of the Secutity
Council iﬁ expteséing deeé appreciation to Ambassador Nogueira-Batisﬁé‘for the
great dibi;matic skill and unfailing couttésy‘withlﬁhich he conducted the Council's
business<iast nbnfh. | | | |
ADOPTION OF THE‘AGEﬁDA

‘The agenda was adopted.

THE SITUATION IN NAMIBIA
LETTER DATED 18 OCTOBER 1989 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF KENYA TO THE
UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL (S/20908) -

The PRESIDENT: The Security Council will now begin its consideration'of’

the item on its agenda. The Security Council is meeting in response to the request

contained in a letter dated 18 October 1989 from the Permanent ﬁepresentative of 
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(The President)

-Kenya to the United Nations addressed to.the President of the Security Council,
document S/20908, | |

Menbers ofrthe Council have béfore them docﬁments $/20883 and Ad44.l,
containing the report of the‘SeCtetary—Generai on the implementation of Security
Council resolution 640 (1989) concerning the question of Namibia. Menbers of the
Council have before theﬁ also a revised draft resolution submitted by Algeria,
Colombia, Ethiopia, Malaysia, Nepal,.Sene§al and Yugoslavia} document S$/20923/Rev.l.

| I should like to draw the attention of members §f thé Couniil to the. following

other documents: 5/20894, S/20897, S/20899 and Corr.l and S/20910, letters dated
10, 12, 13 and 19 October 1989 from the Permangnﬁ Representative of South Africa ﬁo
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General; S/20889, letter dated
6 October 1989 from the Permanent Representative of Yugoslavia to the United
Nations addressed to the Secretary-General; S/20909, letter dated 18 October 1989
from the Permanent Reptesengative of Kenya to the United Naﬁions addressed to the
Secretary-General; and S/20914, letter dated 23 October 1989 from the Permanent
Representative of Malaysia’to the United Nationé addressed to the Secretary-General.

Members of the Council have received also photocopies of a letter dat;d
31 October 1989 from the Permanent Representative of South Africa to the United
Nations addressed to the Secretary-General, which will be issued as a document of
the Security Council under the symbol S/20927 in the course of this afternoon.

It is my understanding that the Council is ready to proceed to the vote on the
draft resolution before it. Unléss I hear an objection, I shall now put the draft

resolution to the vote.

There being no objection, it is so decided.
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A vote was taken by show of hands.

In favour:  Algeria, Brazil, Canada, China, Coiémbia, Ethiopia,’Finland,
Ftancg, Malays ia, Nepal, Senegal, Uniqn of Soviet Socialist
Republics, United Ringdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
United States of America, Yugoslavia

The PRESIDENT: - There were 15 votes in favbur.' The draft resolution has

therefore been adopted unanimously as resolution 643 (1989).

I shall now call on those members of the Council who wish to make statements.
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Sir Crispin TICKELL (United Kingdom): It seems a little curious to be

welcoming you to the Chair, Sir, on the last day of your presidency, but on
Hallowe'en all things are poésible. The witches have looked after you during the
long month of October.

I take this opportunity to thank your predecessor, our colleague from Brazil,
for all he did for the Council in September; we are most grateful to him.

My delegation took a full and positive part in the consultations which led up
to the adoption of the present resolution. We are particularly grateful to yoP:
Mr. President, and your staff for the valiant efforts you made in the negotiations
which led to the adoption of the final text. My thanks also go to our Colombian
and Yugoslav colleaques for their pétience and skill in negotiation. Throughout,
we had in mind the two themes to which I referred in my statement of 29 August:
the need for the Council to be even-handed in overseeing the process leading up to
the independence of Namibia, and the need to demonstrate the unity of the Council
in its support for the Secretary-General and the implementation of resolution
435 (1978) in all its aspects by all parties.

ﬁe must all commend the Secretary-General for the thorough and painstaking
report which he presented to the Cduncil on 6 Octobe;. It shows that much progress
has been made, even if, as the Secretary-General noted, there are areas in which
compl iance by the parties with the requirements of the settlement plan has been
less than complete. This has extended as much to the difficulties which the United
Nations Transition Assistance Group (UNTAG) has encountered in verifying the
confinement to base of South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) combatants
in Angola as to the exceptional problems it has experienced in its dealings with
the South-West Africa Police and over the continued présence in that force of
former members of the cbunter-insurgency unit Koevoet. The statement earlier today

in Windhoek by the Administrator-General confirming that the remaining ex-Koevoet



EMS/4 s/pVv,.2886
7

{Sir Crispin: Tickell, United Kingdom)

members still serving in the South-West Africa Police:had been fully demobilized by
30 October shoqld reselve this last p:oblem, on which we hevedleft the South
African authorities in no doubt of our strong views. Like the Secretary—geneeal'
we believe we are now on course for free and fair elections.

As the Secretary-GenerelFs report makes clear, the‘period‘between'now and the
Namibian elections will be particulerly delicate. There are problems still to be
overcome, including the continuing negotiations with the Admihisttator—General over
the proclamation on ;he Constituent Assembly. I take this opportunity to repeat
that my delegatien regards the conetitutionai principles qegotiated in 1982 and set
out in document S/15287 as binding. Indeed, this was reaffirmed by the Counei} in
resolution 632 (1989). The Security Council should not, and I know will net,'
‘approve the new Namibian constitution unless it incorporaﬁeevthose principles and
is adopted by ﬁhe two-thirds mejority required,qqder the settlenentrplan.

The Secpetaty~Generalrﬁas also pointed out the vital impoftance'of the
’ co-ope;afion of the Namibian'pelitical parties with UNTAG in the implenentatiop ef_
the settlement plan. I appeal to them to abide strictly by the code of conduet:
which their leaders have signed, to renounce all use of violenee and to ensure that
their supporters do the same. They mustilikewise co-operate fully with UNTAG in
the performance of its mandate.

Agalnst th1s baekground, we have‘contlnu1ng doubts about the tone of the
resolution we have just adopted. We would have preferred someth1ng 51mp1er and
more direct. 'As in August, we shall work on‘the assumptlon that the language of
operatlve patagraph 5 of the resolutlon is an acknowledgenent of the special
responsibilities we all recognlze that South Afrxca should uphold during Namibia' s
transition to independence. This does not diminish the :eeponsibility of the other

parties to fulfil their commitments under the settlement plan.
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The Council's pribrity must be to unite behind the Secretary-General in his -
éfforts to ensure the success of the séttlenent plan. We must be ready to support
his Special Representative's final judgement on the process, whatever that .
judgement may'be;‘and to sustﬁin the unanimity hecessary at.this difficult and
delicaté stagé. It was fo:,this-reason that we voted in favour of>the resolqtion}

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of the United Kingdom for the

kind words he addressed to'ne.,-:

Mr. PICKERING (United States of America): PFPirst, Sir, I should like to
join in welcoming you to the presidency on this the last day of October, and tell
you how much we have appreciated your important labours and endeavours here in the
Council. We certainly know that your period of service will be crowned yith
sﬁécess.

I should like to join as well in thanking your predecessor for his

contributions in the léadership'of the Council.

I should also like to thank you, Sir, for your kind words of condolence to the =

United States in connection-withfthe recent tragic earthguake in San Francisco. We
are indeed deeply grateful for &out_expression of sympaﬁhy on behalf of the menbers
of the Council.

The United States joined in the unanimous adoption of the present resolution
because we féel very strongly that the Secretary-General, his Special
Representative and the United Nations fransition Assistance,Gtoup (UNTAG) deserve
our full and undivided support as the process of elections'begins in Namibia. A‘
dréft resolution which failed 6f adoption or a divisive and bitter debate in the
Security Coﬁncil on the situation in Namibia would serve only to undermine them as
-they dgltheir level best to implemeng the mandate we have entrusted ;orthem. Let
us keep in mind our overriding priority: Namibia must be given the qhance‘of

self-determination and independence through internationally recognized elections.
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(Mr. Pickering, United States)‘

Violence must be avoided. Negotiations must succeed. . Confrontation must be éut
aside in favour of co-operation. Unanimity needs to be given preference over
division, both in Namibia and in this Chamber. | |

"The Secretary-General has told us tﬁat’he and his Special Represéntative feel
that the stage is set and the building blocks are all in place for free and féir
elections. We believe him. The fact is thét things in Namihia are in pretty good
shape. The climate of fear and intimidation which prevailed a few months ago has
dissipated. ‘Aliegatﬁons of intimidation a:é increasingly rare. Inter-party
vioiénce, a real problem last month, has faded as the parties adhetekfaithfully‘to
the code of conduct which-they all signed. The election Qampaign has proceeded
amidst great enthusiasm on the part of the Namibian people.

It is in this spirit that the United States joined in the_adoption of the
present resolution. We, like the Secretary-Geheral, hbelieve that it focuses on the
need for all parties to continue to co-operate in4resolving all details reiating tov
the implementation of the United Nations settlehent Plan.

We wish to make clear, however, our understanding of certain specific issues
- addressed by the resolution. It is true that not all the provisions of reéolution B
435 (1978) are being fully complied with, of course. For example, the South West
Aftica Péople's Organization‘(SWAPO$ has still not provided a full accounting of
'Namibians it detained in ekile. We call upon SWAPO to resolve -immediately this and
. other questions regarding its adherence to all the provisions of the UnitedrNatioﬁs
plan. In particular, we call upon it to release all remaining detainees or provide

a full accounting of those it held while in exile.
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~On the other hand, we note that the command structures of .the South—We;t
Africa Territorial Force havé been dismantled as required by the plan. We also
welcome the action taken by the South African Government and the
Administrator-General yesterday in demobilizing the last remaining ex-Koevoet
members of the South-West Africa Police, supervised by monitors of the Unitedr
Nations Transition Assistance Group (UNTAG), who have declared their satisfaction
with ity this demobilization demonstrates continuing»compliance with the United
Nations plan.

. We underscore the importance of the code of condhct signed by the Namibian
parties; this is noted in the Secretary-General's report of 6 October, which the
Council has welcomed in this resolution. This agreement amongvfhe parties has
contributéd greatly to the positive atmosphere during the campaign. We note as
well its explicit reaffirmation that the parties undertake to honour the outcome of
free and fair elections, so certified by the Special Representative, which should
go far to reassure those who fear a renewed outbreak of violence after tbg

elections.

Further, we note that the Secretary-General has determined that all laws that
might impede the holding of free and fair élections have already been repealed. . We
endorse the fesolution's reiteration of the need to ensure that no such laws are
now enacted that could draw into question the validity of the election.

We stress our full support for the statement by the Secretary-Geﬁeral, as
approved by the Council in resolution 632 (1989), that the United Nations plan for
Namibia includes agreements and understandings reached by the parties since the
adoption of Security Council resolutiohv435 (1978) and confirmed‘as such to the
Secretary-General. These agreements and understandings remain binding on the
parties. In this connectipn, we reiterate the-full'and uneqhivocal support of the

. United States for both the impartiality package (S/20635) which governs the
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behaviour of the parties.apd of the United Nations,teroughout-imp;ementatioﬁ,,and,
ofbthelprinciples concernihg the Constituent Assembly andethe ConstitutionlfOt en :
independent Namibia (S/15287), whieh requires fhe'Consﬁiteent Assembly,te
incorpqrate'specific tights and guarantees in thefConStitution»and thet the
COhstitutien be adopted by a majority of two thirds of the total membership of‘the.
Assembly. The Council has repeatedly endorsed these-p:inciples —;in reso1ution

632 (1989), in resolution 640 (1989) and in this resolution today.

Finally, we wish to seress that principal responsibility for}the,Secu:ity.of
Namibia under the’United~Netionefsett1enentbp;an reste-with the
Administretor—Genekelfunti; independence. The present resolution.naedates the
Secretary—General'to ensure tﬁat all necessary arrangements are made iﬁ this .
regard, and we fully support that position.

"Fer those reasons, we endorse the work ef'the Secretary-Genetal,rhis Special
Represeﬁtative. the'men'and'wenen of UNTAG; and this Ceuncil, and weelook‘forward
to the elections in Namibia ne#t week. We welcome the Secretary-General's
cohclusion that we remain oe course for free and fair electioes and that |
. continqation'ef the current activities uhder the settlement pian'afe thus
quffieient'in‘themselves tevensure free and fair elections.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representetive of the United States for his

kind‘werds addressed to me.

Mr. NOGﬁEIRA-BATISTA (Brazil); Mr. PreSident,‘let me first.ef‘all
express'tor§ou our appteeiation‘fer youf leadership role in guiding our
delieeraﬁions in,the informel and formal work of the Councilidutinq-;he month of
dctober¢ Let me also thank you and the repreeentetives of the'United Kipgemeand
?ﬁhe United States for the kind words addressed to me.’ |

‘When we SPOke:on therquestien of Namibia last August, we{reiﬁerated our strong

support for the Secretary-General and for UNTAG, as well as our call for close,
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permanent surveillance by the Security Council to ensure the full implementation of
resolution 435 (1978). We coneinue to think that the Council should remain
mobilized until the process of independence fo;: the Namibian people has been fully
completed. We believe ample information and, whenever necessary, open debate
contribute to that end rather than hampering its achievement.

The latest report of the Secretary-General on the question of Namibia shows
that since we last debated this issue in the Council some of the obstacles then
existing to the implementationvof the settlement plan have been fenoved. The
report also shows that some of those obstacles remain and some new ones have been -
identified. In_addition, as the election date epproaches.it becemes increasingly
apparent that some essential aspects of administrative and political life in the
Territory in the post-election period are not sufficiently covered by existing
provisions. The question then arises ef how the Council should deal with the
situation so as to ensure not only the holding of free and fair elections but also
the peac:eful' and swift adaptation to what the Secretary-General calls i

".ss the new realities which will come into being upon certificatien of the

results ...". (5/20883; para. 39)

We believe the Security Council should seriously eonsidef the 1atter-aspect of
the'evolution‘of the independence process in Namibia. The existence of grey areas
in thie process as originally’conceived is a cause for some concern. We, for our
Vpart, would feel more reassured‘if the respective responsibilities of all actors on
the Namibian political‘scene in the period between certification of election
results and promulgation of the Constitution could be clarified.f Iack of
definition'in~this regard and hesitation in closing ;oopholes are not the best

guarantee of a smooth transition.
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Namibia will soon be acceding to independence. Not only should the last -
rem ining opstacles‘to it be regoved and undefined areas ciarified, but all‘support
shouldAbe given to its peéple in order that they may fullyvexercise'their hardéwon
rights from the very beginning of their independent life. Within its 1imi£ed
possibilities, Brazil is making its contribution by hosting a Seminér next December
. on international technical assistance for an independent Namibia -a séminar
co-sponsored by the Council for Nahibia and the Braziiian Government. |

It is our hope that we shall soon see Namibia taking its rightful place as a
full member of the community of South Atlantic States.

We believe that the original draft resolution submittéd to the Coqncil by its
non-aligned members went a long way towards meeting the identified needs in the
thfee areas I have referfed to - namely, removing the remaining obstacles,
clarifying responsibilities in the post=-election period, and providing the~recuired
assistance to the Namibian people. We were of course ready to join ﬁhe consensus
on the resolqtion just adopted,‘as a way of expressing our common resolve, We |
realize in any case that fesolutibn’643 (1989) is not the last word the Council
will have to say on this very important issue.

We remain ready to co-operate with other Council memnbers tb ensure the
attainment of our common objective: an independent Namibia capable of exercising
fully its rights and obligations as a new member of the international community »

whose territorial integrity and security have been ensured from birth.
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fhe‘PRESIDENTx I thank the representative of Brazil for his kind words

addressed to nme.

(Mr;'PENALOSA (Colombia) (interpretation from Spanish): Mr. President,

first of all I congratulate you on behalf of the non~aligned countries members of
the Security Council. We express our gratitude to you for the devoted, intelligeht
and fair manner in which you have carried out your task as President of the Council
during the month of Octobér. Thanks to your dedication and your diplomatic
talents, we héve been able to conclude our work by adopting today's resolution by
consensus.  You réptesent a country which, particularly in the past two decades,
has demonst;atedran increasing inge:est in the problems of the developing countries
and a desire to participaie in solving them.

We also thank Ambassador Nogueira-Batista for the outstanding way he carrieé
out his duties as President of the Council for the month of September.

Frankly, the non-aligned countries that inttoduced the draft resolution for
the Council's consideration woﬁld have wished it to be adopted by a total and
genuine consensus. In fact we are not as optimistic as some o;hers are in regard
to the situation in Namibia. Indeed, if one reads the Secretary-General's‘tepOtt
closely and objectively one can conclude that many problems are still pendiﬁg.

Very mhch has already been échieved, but, for example, the news ﬁhat has afrived
today that the Koevoet has finally been demobilized demonstrates that for many.
months the Government of South Africa failed to fulfil its obligations. We have
not been told whether this demobilization is a total demobilizafion or é disguised
demobilization, as has been the case with other paramilitary forces in Namibia. 1In
some cases the unifofm is taken off, but the person concerned continues to belong
legally and actually to the armed forces, inasmuch as salaryvis received from the
South African—Cdvernnent, and logically such a person could at any time be’

k teincorporated by simply being conscripted.
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‘we are not optimistic because tne electorai provisions were issued only a few
days ago, whereas the elections are to take place next week. Another reason why we:
are not optimistic is that, as was pointed out by the representative of Braz11, the
provisions are not very clear, particularly those concerning the manner in which
Namibia will be administered from the time when the elections are certified to the
time when independence”is declared. The nonfaligned countriesishare the concerns
of the delegation of Brazil in this regard. We are’ready to co-operate‘fully in
efforts to fill any gaps - and such gaps certalnly ex1st.

The mere fact that the present resolution has been adopted eight days before
the elections in Namibia begin shows that it is ‘because of the South-African |
Government's failure to co-operate and to implenent’Secnrity Cotncil’resoiutionv
435 (1978) that we are unfortunately in this situation,

We wish the elections to be held in the best possible circumstances, ‘so that
we may be able to proclalm that they have been free and fair. We hope that Namibia
will soon he able to enter the United Nations famlly. ‘We offer a11 our support to
the people of Namibia, which for so many decades has made so manyrsacrifices and
seen 80 many hopes dashed.

That is what we wish; and we assure the Secretary-Generai that_what prompted
the non-aligned countries to put forward the draft resolution - which was
negotiated with considerable patience over a perlod of three weeks, during which we
frequently made compromises in order to achieve a consensus - was_our desire to |
co-operate with him and demonstrate our respect for himbbecause of'the energetic'
and intelligent manner in which he has administered the_wnoie process; We wéré 
prompted aiso by’our desire to make the people in Namibia and South Africa'weil ».
aware that the Security Council and specifically‘the non~aiigned codntries members

of it support the Secretary=-General totaily.
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The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Colombia for his very kind

words addressed to me and to my country.
There are no further names on the list of speakers. The Security Council haév

thus concluded the presént stage of its consideration of the item on its agenda.

The meeting rose-at:1.25 p.m,




