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SEC! JRITY CONSEIL e 1946

CO’” gNCIL DE SECURITE

CRIGINAL: ERNGLISH

PROVISIONAL RULES OF FROCEDURF OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

Adopted by the Security Councll at 1ta Flrat Meeting
cnd Amended st ite Forty-elghth Meeting, 24 June 1946

Chapter I: Meetings d
Rule 1
Heetings of the Security Couneil shell, with the exception of the
periodic meetings referred to in Rule 4, be held at the call of the
Preoident ab any time he Acemr:» necensrry, but the Intervel between meetings
shall not exceed fourtcen deys. .
Bule 2
The President shell csll a meeting of the Seguritjr Council at phe
request of any mcwber of the Security Council.
Rule 3 |
The Preeldent shell cell a meeting,of the Security Council if a
dispute or situation is bréugh}; to the qttention of the Security Council
under Article 35 or under Article 11 (3) of the Charter, or if the
Generel Aﬂ;;embly makes recouﬁnendatioﬁe or refera any gueotion to the
Security Council under Article 11 (2) s or if the Secretary-General bringe
to the attcention of the Sceurity Council any matter under Article 99.
Periodic meetings of the Security Council called for in Article 28 (2)
of the Cherter shall be held twice a year, at such times as the Security '
Council may decide.
Rulo 5
Meetings of the Security Council shall »~ mally be held at the geat

of the United Nations. -



sfe6 . . C
Poge 2

. Any member of tho Securlty Council or the Secretary-Conoral usy propose
that the Security Council showld nost at enothor places Should the Securlty -
Council accopt eny such proposal, it shall declide upon the place, and the

poriod during which the Council shall moet at such placo.

The Secretary-General shall irmediately bring to the attontion of all

cﬁaptei: II: Agonds
Rule 6 '

roprosentatives on the Socurity Council all cormmnications from Statos, orgens
of the Unitod Nations, or the ngratary-General concorning any watter fpr
the consideration of the Security Council in accordance with the provisions

of the Charters

]
¢

Rule ]

The Provisional Agenda for each mwoting. ef # :Securlity Council shall bo
dravn up by the Secrotary-General, and approved by the President of the Security
Council.- ‘

Only items which have boen brought.to the attention of the reprosenta.tivea.
on the Security Council in accordance with Rule 6, items covered by Ruloe 10,
or natters which tho Security Council has previously decided to defor, may
‘be includod-in the Provisional Agonda. '

| ' Rulo 8

The Prrvisional Agonde for a meeting éh‘a.n be cormunicatod by the
Secrotary-Genorsl to the roprosentatlves on the Security Council at least
ﬂgree days bofore the mooting, Put in wrgent clrcumstences it may be
corzunicatod simaltensously with the notlcoe of tho meeting.

) The first item of the Provisional. Agenda for each meoting of the Security
Couneil shall bo the adoption of the Agendn.
Bule 10.

Any 1fen of . the Agenda of a nooting of the Socurity Council, consideration

of which hes not beon cotploted at that mecting, shall, unless tho Security

Councll otherwise decides, autenmntically be includod in the Agenda of the
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next meeting.
Rule 11
The Secretary Guncral uhgxll comunlicato each woek to the roproseniutives
on the Sceurd ';,y.Coimcil s supmary statement of matters of which the Sceurity
Councll 1s seized end of the stuge reachod in thelr congidoration.
Rulo 12 ?
The Provicional Agunde for eacli.p:-.-riod.ic meeting shall be circulated
to the mombers of the Sceurity Councll et least twenty-one days before the
opening of the moebing., Any subsuquent change In or nddition to the
Provisional Agémds shull b: brought to, the notlce of the mombers at loast
five days boford the meeting, Tho Seoui‘ity Council mey, howevor, in urgent
clrcumstances, meke additions &5 the Agonde at any time during a periodic
meoting. 7 '
The provisions of Rule 7, parsgraph 1, end of Rule g, shall apply also
to periodic mceting..

Chaptor III: Reprcseniutlon und Credentiala

Rule 13

Each member of the Security Co_uncil shell be represented at the
meotings of the Sccurity Council by an accredited reprosentative. The -
gredentlals of a representative on the Sccurity Council shall be
communicatod to the Secretary«Gonoral not less than twenty-four hours
beforc he tekes his seat on ‘t;ha Security Council. The Head of Government -
or Minister of Foreign hffairs of cach member of the Security Council
shall bo entitled to slt on the Socurity Cownoll without submitting
credentials, . ] -

Rule 14 o

Any Member of the United Nations ﬁot a member of the Security
Council and any State not a Membor of the United Nations, if invited to -
participate in a meeting or moctings of the Security Council, shell submit
ercdentials for the reproaentativé appointed by it for this purpose, The
crodentiale of .such & representative shall be comminicated to the

Secretary-Generzl not logs then twenty-four hours defore the first
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meooting which ho is invited to dbtend.
Rulo 15

The credentlals of representatives on the Securlty Council and of eny
represontative appointed in aceordance with Rule 14 shell Ye exemined by
the Secretary-Ceneral who shall submil & report to the Security Council
for approvel. .

Rule 16

Pending the approvel of the credenticls of a representative on the
~ Security Council in accordence with Rule 15, such representative shall be
séa.ted provisionslly with the seme rights as other representatives.

Rule 17 .

Any representatlvo on the Scourity Council, to whose credentials
objection hes been made within the Seeurity Council, shall contimue to sit
with the same rights ag other representatives until the Security Council
has decided the mattor.

Chapter TV: .l*residencx

The Presidency of the Securlty Council shall be held in turn by the
members of the Seeurity Council in the Engiish alphabetical order of their
nemes, FEach President shall hold offico for ome calendar month. '

Ruls 19

The Fresidont shall preside over fhe meetings of the Security Council
and, under the authority of the Security Council, shall represent it in
11-15 cepaclity ag en orgen of the United Néxtions.

Rale 20

Whenever the President of the Seccurity Council deems that, for the
proper fulfillment of the rasponéibilities of the Presidency, he should
not preside over the Couneil during the consideration of & particular
question with which the membor hu reprosents :o directly conneeted, he
shall indicate hie decision to the Cu{mcll. The prosidential chair shall
then devolve, for the purpose of the consideration of that question, on the

repregentative of the member next in English alphabetical order, it beling
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understcod that the provisions’ of thi’u Rule shall apply Lo the
ropresentalives on the Sécu’ﬂt;;' Cuunc':jll called upon sﬁcco'ssivelf to
preside., This Rule shell not affect 'the‘ropreééntm'vé' capaclity of the
President o stated in Rule 1Y or 'h'i.s duties under Pule 7.
Chapter V: Socretariat ‘
The Secretary-Genecral shall act in that copacity in all moctings of
the Security Co'.mc.il.' The Secretory-Coneral mey anthorize a deputy to act
in his plece et meebings of the Security Council.
The Secretary-General, or his deputy acting on his behalf, may
moke either oral or written ctatements % the Security Council concerning
any questicn under consideration by 1t.
Rule 23
The Secretary-General may be appointed by the Security Council, in
accordance with Rulc 28, as rapporteur for a specified question,
Rule 24
The Secretary-General shall provide the staff required by the
Sccurity Council, This staff shall form a part of the Secretariatb.
Rule 25
The Becretary Genoral shall give to reprecentatives on the Scourity
Council notice of meetings of the Security Council and of ite commissions
end committees.
Rule’ 26
The Secretary-General shall I;e res.ponsible .for the preparation of
documents required by the Security Council ard shall, except in urgent
circumstonces, dlstribute them ot least forty-cight hours in advance of

thu meeting at which they are to be considered.

Chajxter VI: Conduct of Business
‘ Rulei éT
The President shall coll upon representatives im the order in which

they signify their desire to speak.
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.’I.‘he Seeurity Council. may o.ppointa. .c;)mmis's.ion °.1.‘ gémm;ttee» o.r &

rapporteur for o specified qgesﬂon. . _ )
. . Fuls 2 . o | .

The Presldent may décord:p;z'aéédence to any rapportour appointed by
the Security Council, '

The Cheirman of a commission or cothittee, or the rapporteur appointed
by the cormission or’comibtee to pr:asent its rep&rt , may be accorded
procedence for the purpose.of explq;lfxing the report.

Rule 30

If a representetlive raises u_piﬁ;‘mt of order, ‘the Prcsident shall
immediately state his ruling. If it is chellenged, the FPresidunt shall
su;bmit his mling to the Socurity Couneil for immediate decision end it
shall stend unless overruled,

’Rule- 31 7

Proposed resolutions, amendments end substautive motions shall

normally be placed before the ruprsséntutives :*Ln writing.
 Rule 32

Prin;:'lfml motions and draft resolﬁtions shall have precedcncé in the
vrder of thelr submission.

Parto of a motion or of a draft resolution shall be voted on
separately ‘ot the regqueat of eny representative, unloss the original

mover oblects. e

@

N Rule 33

The following motions shall _liuve precedence . in the order named over
all principal notions and draft resclutions relative ;:o the subject
before the menting:

1. to suspend the mesting;

2. to adjourn the mwtin{.;,.
3. to adjourn the muf;ting,mtd'ufécrtuin d_ay or hour;
b, t;o refor any mather to a ;:()nﬁnittue, to the lSécretury-Gerxeral or

to a rapporteur;
i
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5. to postpone discueslon of th.e guestion to & certain day or
indefinitely; or . ' '

6. to introfuco un amendment,
Any motlon for the suspension pr'for the simple adjJournment of the
~meeting shall be declded without debate. |
Rule 34
Tt chall not be necessary for any motion or draft resolution proposed -
by a representatlive on the Security Council to bo secondsd before being
put to a vote.
Rulo 35
B A motion or draft x_'eso'lution cen at any time be withdrawn, sc; long
‘as no vote has becn token with respeet to it.
. If the motion or draft resolutioAn‘ has becn seconded, the representetive
on the Socurity Council who has seconded it may reguire that it be put
to the votc es his motion or draft raﬂolm?ion with the same right of

precedence as if the original mover had inot withdrawn it.

Rule 36
If two or more omendments to av motion or draft resc;lution ars
propased, the President shall rule on the order in which they are to be
voted ‘upon. Ordinorily, the Secu;rity Council shall first vote on the
amendment furthest removed in sufbstl:mlce from the or;'tgina.l proposal and -
then on the amendment next i‘urthést. removea. until all amendments have

been put to the vote, but when on amendment adds to or deletes from the

tcxt of a motion or draft resolution, that amendment shall be voted on
ﬁrst.\ .
) Rule 3
Any Member of the United Nations wl;ich is not a membor of the
Security Councillmay be imvited, as the result of a.decision of the
Security Cauncil,., to participate, without vote, in the discussion of any
nqucstion brought before the Securlity Council when the Security Council -

considers that the interests of that Member are specially affected, or

when a Member 'brings e matter to the attention of the Security Council
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1n secorduice with-Articls 35 (1) of the GHawter. *. 3™~ = ..
Rule 38 Co

preceding Rule or in application of Lrticle 32 6f tho Charter 'to
participate in the diccussicns of the ‘Security Council may submit -
proposals end draft resolutions. These: proposals apd draft rescolutians
mey be put to a voto only at the request of a reéreden'ﬁative on-the
Security Couneil, , . : e
Bule 39
’Ji'ha Security Council may invito members of the Socretariat or other
persons, whcm it conslders competentffor thé purpbse , o gupply ;Lt with
information or to give other usaist,ﬁ'x‘icb' in examining matters within its
competence. ) : i '
Chapter VII: Yoting
" Rule ko
Voting in the Secufrity.Counc'iJ.' shall be in sccordance with the
relovant Artlclcs of the Charter and of the Statutc of the Intermational
Court of Justice, l v
Chapter VIII: ° Lenguages
Chingse, English, French, Russien end Spanish shell be the officlal
languages of-'the Securlty Council; and EnglisliAB.nd French tho working
languages.
Speeclies mede In either of the working lm)é*gages shall be interproted
into the other working lunguage. .
Spoeches made-in any of the three othér official languages shall be
interpreted im-;éu both working languoages. -
Rulo bl
'.lmy."ruprésentntiva- mny mwoke a-»'8puech in a language olher than tho

official.lnnguedges, « In tiiis-ease he':shall himswlf provide for-
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1nterpre+,qtion into one of the‘worklng langncges. Interpretation into the
othsr worlcing lenguege by anh interproter of the Secretariat may be bosed -
on the Interpretation given in the first working languoge,

Rule hjv

Verbatim records of meetings of the Security Council shall be drawn
up in the working langueges. Ab the request of any representative a
verbatin record of any speech made in tn official ldngunge othor than the
working langueges shall be drawn up b in the original lanjuege.

_ ‘ Rule 46 ,

A1l resolutions nnd othei' importent documents Aehqll forthwith be made
ovailable in the official langunges. Upon the roq;xest of any rcprosontative.
any other document shall be mnde avallsble in any or nll of the official
langusges.

Rule 47
Documents of the Seourity Coun;:il shall, if the Securlty Council so

decides, be published in any langusge other than the official langnages.

Chapter IX: DPublicity ::f Meetings. Records.
' Rule 48
Unless it decides othérwise, the Security Council. shall meet in
public. Any recommendation to the ngerul Apsembly regarding the
appointment of the Secretary-Generanl shall be discussed snd declded nt o
private mecting. - -
Rule 19
Subject to the provisions of Rule SZ'L, the verbatim record of each
meeting of the Sccurity Council shall be made available in the working
languages to the representatives on the Security Council and to the
representatives of any othor States iwhich have participated in tho
mecting not lztor than 10 A.M. of the first vorking day following tho
meeting, The verbatim record of any speech mede In any other of the
official lengunges, which is drown up in accordance with the provisions of
Rule 45, shall be mode availablo in tho same manmer to any of tho abovo

nmentioned representatives et his request.
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Rule 50

The representatives of the States which have participanted in the
meeting sholl, within two working days after the time indicated in Rule
49, inform the Secratary-Geﬁéra]_ of any corrcctions thoy wish to havo made
in ths verbatim racord, .

Rule 51

The Security.Council may \decido-that for a private nceting the rocord
cshall be made :lh o gingle col;y slove. This record shall be kopt, by the
Secrotery-General, 'The reprosaentatives of the States which have
participated in the mdeting shall, within o périod of ten days, inform tho
Secretnry-c-eheral of any ‘corrections t;he:{ wlsh to have mado in this rccord.

Rule 52 .

Corrections that have been roquested shall be considered approved
unless tho President is of the opinion that thoy are sufficiently
Important to be submitted to tl;a ropregentatives on the Sccurity Council..
In the letter case, the ropresentatives on the Securdty Council shell
subnit within two working days eny comments thoy may wish to moke. In the
ebsence of objections in this périod of time, the record shall be corrected

: as requested.
Rule 53

The verbatim record reforred to in Rule'49 or the record referrcd
to in Rule 51, in which no corrections have bean requested in the period
of time required by Rules 50 and 51 respectively or which has been com-ectéd
in accerdoance with the provisions of Rule 52, shall be considered as
approved. It shall be signed by the Presldent and shall bocome the official
record of the Security Council,

Rule 5k

The official record of public mcotings of the Sccurity Couneil, as
well as the documents annexed thereto, shall be published in the official
langunges as soon as possible,

Rule 55
At the close of cach private mecting tho Security Council shall

1saue a communigue through the Sceretsry-Gonoral,
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Rule 56

The representatives of the Members ol the United Navions which hove
taken pert in e privetc mooting shall at rll times have the right to
conoul’ the record of vhat meeting in the offlce of the Scervtery-General,
The Sseurity Council may ab rny Lime grant access vo this record to
suthorized ropresentetivos of cther Members of the United Nations,

The Secretery-Gencral shell, ‘:;ncw each year, subnit to the Security
Council = ilst of U records and decuménts which up to that e have
been considered conildentinl., The Security Council shell decide which
of these shall be mndc svoiloble o cther Members of ihe United No'lous,
vwhich shall be mode public, und which eholl continme to romnin confidentiel.

Chupter X Admicsion of New Monhers

Kule "2Q
Any State which desives to become & Member of the United Notions
€hell /mbuit an uppliczotior. to the Segretery-Gensrsl. This application
shail be sccurpanied by a declnaration of its.roediness o accept ihe
cbligetiecne conteined in the Cherter.
- " :Rule %9
The Secrctery-Gencérnl shall-irmediately place the application for
nembership before lhe vepresentutives on the Sveurity Council. Unless the
Security Council decides obherwice, the spplicniion shall bo referred by
the President tov o cormibbtee of the Sceurity Council upon which each
nerber of ithe Szeuvity Council sh2ll be represented. The coamlttee shall
exmrine auy applicaticn referred bo it and report ite conclusions thoerevn
to the Council nct lowse than thirty-five days in rdvance of a regular
ceysion of the Cennral Aseenbly or if o epecial sesgsicn of the General

Asgembly is called, not leg3 then fourtoen days in cdvence of such scsalon,
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The Security Council shall decide vhether in its Judgment the
applicant i3 o pemce-loving State a_nd. 18 uble and willing to caryy out the
obligdtlonu contained in the Charter, and accordingly whether to reccomend
the applicant State for ueribership. |

In order to assurs the considératlon of 1ts recommendation st the
next session of the Generel Asseribly following tho receipl of tho
ap;ilicablon, the Security Council shall mske 1ts recormendetions not loocs
then twenty-five days in a(lvcuu':e'of a ‘regular 50551011 of the Genercl
Lsserbly, nor less lthan i‘our'cla;js in sdvonce ¢f o épeci.&l Sesalon.

In special circunstances, the Sccurlty Councill noy decidu wo ncke &
rocormendation to the General Assembly concerning an applicetion for
membership subsequent to thevexpimtio‘n of -the time limlts set forth In the
proceding peragroph. .

ANNEX
PROVIGTONAL PROCEDURE FOR DEALING WITH COMMUNICATIONS

FROM PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS
* AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL BODIES

A, A list of all cowmnicatione from private individuals and
Illdn-govex':rum.;xl‘.r.&l bodies relating to matters of whic}f the Security Council
is seized chall be circulated to all representatives on the Seourity '
Council, » ‘

B. A copy of eny commnicetion on thy 1ist shall be given by the

Secretariut to any representative on the Security Council et his ruquest.




