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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. The present report is subnmitted pursuant to Security Council resolution
1132 (1997) of 8 Cctober 1997, by which the Council requested me to subnmit an
initial report within 15 days of the adoption of the resolution on conpliance
with paragraph 1 of the resolution, in which the Council demanded that the
mlitary junta take imediate steps to relinquish power in Sierra Leone and nmake
way for the restoration of the denocratically el ected Government and a return to
constitutional order.

2. In nmy letter of 7 October 1997 to the President of the Counci

(S/1997/776), | provided an assessnent of the current situation in Sierra Leone.
| shall therefore briefly summarize in the present report devel opments in and
relating to Sierra Leone since that tinme, in particular the efforts made by the
Econom ¢ Comunity of West African States (ECOMS) Conmittee in pursuit of

negoti ations, the response of the junta, the security and humanitarian situation
inside Sierra Leone and the steps taken by the United Nations and ECOMS to
cooperate in the inplenentation of resolution 1132 (1997).

Efforts in pursuit of negotiations

3. The ECOMS Committee nmet in Abuja on 10 and 11 October 1997 to assess the
current situation in Sierra Leone, discuss resolution 1132 (1997) and adopt
strategies for achieving the early return to constitutional order in Sierra
Leone. The Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC) was not invited to the
nmeeti ng.

4. In the communi qué it adopted, the Commttee noted with satisfaction the
reiteration of support by the Security Council for the efforts of ECOMS in
resolving the crisis in Sierra Leone and the inposition of sanctions by the
Council on the illegal regine, and wel coned t he appointment of my Special Envoy
for Sierra Leone. The Commttee called upon nme to use ny good offices to
establish urgently a contact group on Sierra Leone to facilitate the provision
of technical and |ogistical support by the international comunity for ECOMS to
help it to carry out its mandate. Consultations are currently under way to
respond to the request.
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5. The Conmittee reaffirmed its willingness to resune negotiations with the

junta, despite what it called the junta's continued attacks on and harassnment of
troops of the ECOMS Monitoring Goup (ECOMOG, and agreed to hold its next
neeting at Conakry on 20 Cctober (subsequently changed to 22 Cctober) subject to
the following conditions: (a) representatives of the regi ne nust have the

requi site mandate to negotiate; (b) the regi ne nmust negotiate in good faith and
(c) the negotiations should be strictly within the ECOMS nandate as contai ned
in the final comuni qué of the neeting of Mnisters for Foreign Affairs of
ECOMS States, held at Conakry on 26 June 1997 (S/1997/499, annex).

Security situation

6. O ashes between AFRC troops and ECOMOG forces were reported to have taken
pl ace in Freetown and around Jui, 25 kilometres from Freet own, where ECOMOG
troops are based and were attacked by the AFRC. The AFRC is reported to have

| ost one of its two helicopter gunships during the clash in Freetown, and its
mlitary headquarters was extensively damaged. Sinilar clashes were reported to
have occurred near Bo and Kenema in the south of the country. A nunber of
civilian casualties were reported, but they have not been independently

confi rmed.

7. Reports indicate that on 15 Cctober 1997 ECOMOG pl anes dropped bonbs near
t he external communications centre in Freetown that did not explode. An aeria
sortie on 16 Cctober is reported to have occurred over the television and radio
facility at Leicester Peak, 10 kilometres from Freetown. The transmtter was
not danaged.

8. Sone 1,200 Sierra Leonean troops, including the Kenenma Bri gade Comrander,
are reported to have defected to ECOMOG  Fi ghting between the AFRC and Kangj ors
was reported in the Tongo Fields (dianond) area in the east and between AFRC
troops and Revolutionary United Front (RUF) fighters over control of resources.
Looting by armed men in uniformcontinues. Equipnent and vehicles were stol en
fromthe offices of CARE and Cause Canada. The hones of prom nent individuals,
i ncl udi ng Presi dent Kabbah, the Bishop of the United Methodist Church (also a
nenber of the | ndependent Mediation Conmittee in Freetown) and M. Desnpond Luke,
Chai rman of the Comm ssion for the Consolidati on of Peace set up under the
Abi dj an Accord, were looted or set on fire by nmen in mlitary uniformand youth
gangs nobilized by the AFRC. These gangs al so approached the United Nations

of fices but were chased off by the national staff guarding the prem ses.

9. Cvilian life continues to be seriously disrupted. The general work
stoppage is continuing. Despite the call by the AFRC for the start of the
school year, teachers have continued with their strike and parents are said to
be afraid to send their children to school because of the security situation and
for fear that their children mght be abducted. The Sierra Leone Journalists
Associ ation has refused to conply with the denmands by the AFRC for the

re-regi stration of newspapers and has issued a statenent that registration would
only take place when the denocratically el ected government had been restored.
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Humani tarian situation
10. In the humanitarian sphere, the Departnent of Humanitarian Affairs

submtted to the ECOMS Executive Secretary on 12 Cctober a series of
recomendati ons on sanctions exenptions procedures and related matters. These
recomendati ons included seven essential and life-sustaining relief categories
for a priori exenption from ECOMS sanctions: food aid, health, shelter and
survival, water and sanitation, personal and community hygi ene, food production
and United Nations and non-governnental organizations operational support.

O her recomendati ons were made with regard to nodalities for cross-border
relief operations into Sierra Leone from nei ghbouring countries, the reporting
of humanitarian assistance activities and the nonitoring of the inpact of
sanctions on the civilian population in Sierra Leone. The Department of

Hurmani tarian Affairs will continue to maintain close contacts with ECOMS on
this matter.

11. The Hunanitarian Coordinator for Sierra Leone submitted the | atest report
on the humanitarian situation in Sierra Leone on 14 Cctober. It was wdely
circulated within the United Nations and shared with the | arger humanitarian
comunity. That report, together with earlier ones, provides only a parti al
view of the humanitarian situation in Sierra Leone, as all United Nations staff
and many international staff of non-governnmental organizations renmain outside
the country. Nonetheless, the situation is considered to be serious and stil
deteriorating. The nunber of displaced persons registered with humanitarian
organi zations during the nonths of July and August stands at around 100, 000.
However, the actual nunber of new internally displaced persons is thought to be
much higher. A polluted water supply and deteriorating sanitary conditions in
one canp for internally displaced persons in Kenema district |ed to an out break
of bl oody diarrhoea which began in |ate Septenber. Nutrition surveys have
identified pockets of severe malnutrition in the rural areas and an increase in
child malnutrition generally. As of 3 Cctober, however, |ess than 3,000 tons of
food aid were available in-country, with acute shortages reported in Bo and
Makeni. There is limted access to commercial food in urban areas, owing to

hi gh prices (which have nore than tripled since the coup). Health systens are
near collapse. Consequently, a neasles epidemc is accounting for a 30 per cent
case nortality rate anong children. |n one district alone (Koinadugu), 3,000
cases were reported during the third week of Septenber. The nunber of Sierra
Leoneans who have regi stered as refugees in nei ghbouring countries has risen to
over 60,000. A much larger nunber of people have noved tenporarily to

nei ghbouring countries, but they have not as yet sought refugee status.

(bservati ons

12. The situation in Sierra Leone remains serious, and the attitude of the AFRC
towards the efforts of the ECOMS Committee has continued to be marked by
prevarication and a seem ng insistence on holding on to power. The breakdown of
organi zed governance is taking a heavy toll on the civilian popul ation, which
has shown renmarkable fortitude

13. The serious humanitarian situation in the country poses a dilemua for the
i nternational community because the security and safety of both personnel and
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humani tari an supplies cannot be assured in the country under prevailing
condi ti ons.

14. To date, it appears that the military junta has not conplied with
paragraph 1 of resolution 1132 (1997). | amcurrently awaiting the outcone of
the tal ks due to be held at Conakry on 22 Cctober 1997, which should indicate
any change in the stance adopted by the AFRC so far. The AFRC has accepted the
Conmittee's invitation to attend the tal ks on 22 Cctober 1997.



