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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. The present report is subnmitted pursuant to paragraph 5 of Security Counci
resol ution 1093 (1997) of 14 January 1997, in which the Council requested nme to
submt by 5 July 1997 a report on the situation in the Prevl aka peninsul a as
wel | as on progress made by the Republic of Croatia and the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avia towards a settlement which would peacefully resolve their

di fferences.

2. The United Nations M ssion of Cbhservers in Prevlaka (UNMOP) consists of 28
United Nations military observers (see annex) headed by a Chief Mlitary
Qobserver, Col onel Harold Maaki o Tangai (Kenya). The current mandate of the

m ssion expires on 15 July 1997.

3. In accordance with resolution 1093 (1997), UNMOP continues to nonitor the
demilitarization of the Prevlaka peninsula and of the neighbouring areas in
Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia by carrying out vehicle and foot
patrols on both sides of the border, except when prevented from doing so by
restrictions of novenent inposed by one party or the other. As part of its
work, the m ssion holds regular neetings with local authorities in order to
strengthen |iaison, reduce tension, inprove safety and security and pronote
confi dence between the parties. |In that context, the Chief Mlitary Qoserver
mai nt ai ned contacts with the authorities in Zagreb, Bel grade and Podgorica in
order to address issues arising fromresolution 1093 (1997). Cooperation

bet ween UNMOP and the nultinational stabilization force is maintained through
regul ar neetings.

1. SITUATION I N THE AREA OF RESPONSI BI LI TY OF THE
UNI TED NATI ONS M SSI ON OF OBSERVERS | N PREVLAKA

4. The situation in the UNMOP area of responsibility has remai ned stabl e,

not wi t hst andi ng the concerns resulting fromthe devel opments which | described
in ny report of 14 April 1997 (see S/1997/311, para 3). Since the subm ssion of
that report, further concern arose when, on 12 May 1997, 56 boxes of nortar
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ammuni tion were seen inside the demlitarized zone at a Croatian position where
conpati ble nortars had been observed in February 1997.

5. In May 1997, the Yugoslav authorities confirmed for the first tinme that
three positions that UNMOP had observed in the northern portion of the
denmilitarized zone were manned by troops of the Yugoslav Arny. In the same

nonth, Croatian authorities and nedia alleged that those Yugoslav positions were
| ocated on the Croatian side of the border. Onng to the |ong-standing
restriction inposed by the Yugoslav authorities on the nmovenents of United
Nations mlitary observers in that area, UNMOP has been unable to ascertain the
strength and armanent of the Yugoslav Arny troops at these positions.

6. The waters of the United Nations-controlled zone continue to be violated
frequently by Croatian and Yugoslav fishing boats, as well as, occasionally, by
Croatian police boats and Yugosl av navy ships. The Croatian authorities
continue to grant civilians access to the United Nations-controlled zone, close
to the Prevl aka conpound. These violations increase the possibility that

i nci dents mght occur between the parties.

I11. PROGRESS TOMRDS ADCPTI ON OF THE PRACTI CAL OPTI ONS

7. In my report of 14 April 1997, | stated that the parties had made no
progress towards adopting the practical options that are part of the procedures
proposed by UNMOP in May 1996 to reduce tension and i nprove safety and security
in the area (see S/1997/311, para. 4). Subsequently, on 25 April 1997, the
Security Council, in a presidential statenment (S/PRST/1997/23), reiterated its
call upon both parties to adopt the practical options with a viewto their early
i mpl ementation, to renmove | andmi nes fromareas patrolled by the United Nations
mlitary observers and to stop their interference with the freedom of novenent
of the observers and with the inplenentation of their mandate. During

di scussions with the parties in the region on 8 May 1997, the Under-Secretary-
General for Peacekeeping Operations, M. Bernard Myet, conveyed to themthe
urgency of the need to address these concerns by adopting the practical options.

8. Not wi t hst andi ng t hese encouragenents, the parties have failed to nake any
progress in adopting the practical options. The long-standing violations of the
demilitarization reginme described in nmy report of 31 Decenber 1996 (see

S/ 1996/ 1075, paras. 6 and 7) persist. In particular, the mnefields in the
demilitarized zone remain in place, including those laid beside routes patrolled
by the United Nations mlitary observers. The five permanent Croatian positions
and the two pernmanent Yugoslav positions that violate the United Nations-
controll ed zone are also still in place.

9. As regards the freedom of movenment of United Nations military observers

t hr oughout the UNMOP area of responsibility, the situation worsened in early
June 1997 when access was denied by Croatia to positions in the north-western
part of the demlitarized zone where joint patrols of United Nations mlitary
observers and Croatian officials had been pernmitted in the past. The
authorities of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, on the other hand, lifted in
May 1997 one of the long-standing nminor restrictions on the novenent of United
Nations mlitary observers within the denilitarized zone
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10. Menbers of the Security Council wll recall that, in nmy report of

14 April 1997, | referred to the concern expressed by authorities of the Federa
Republic of Yugoslavia, in particular by President Momr Bul atovi ¢ of

Mont enegro, that UNMOP had attenpted to reduce the dinensions of the so-called
"Bl ue Zone" (see S/1997/311, para. 7). |In response, the Chief Mlitary Cbserver
prepared a conprehensive reply, which was delivered to Podgorica in My 1997,
together with docunentation to support the position of the United Nations that
no revision of the dimensions of the United Nations designated zones had been
inmplied in the proposed procedures for inprovenent of safety and security in the
ar ea.

V. PROGRESS TOMRDS A SETTLEMENT

11. Since ny previous report, the parties have continued to indicate in their
contacts with United Nations officials that their bilateral negotiations
pursuant to the Agreenment on Nornalization of Relations between the Federa
Republic of Yugoslavia and the Republic of Croatia, signed at Bel grade on

23 August 1996 (see S/ 1996/ 706, annex) have not addressed the Prevl aka dispute
directly and that there has been no progress towards a settlenment. Public
statenents by senior government officials in Croatia and the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avi a have confirned those indications.

12. The unresol ved di spute over Prevlaka has obstructed progress towards
openi ng the international border crossing at Debeli Brijeg, which lies within
the demlitarized zone. At neetings in April and June 1997, Croatian and
Yugosl av representatives were unable to reach agreenment on the status of the
crossi ng.

V.  OBSERVATI ONS

13. The letters addressed by the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (S/1997/394,
annex) and Croatia (S/1997/412) to the President of the Security Council on

21 and 29 May 1997 respectively, show that the parties still retain the
differing interpretations of the Prevlaka dispute, which were outlined in ny
report of 31 Decenber 1996 (see S/1996/1075, para. 10). In sum Croatia regards
the dispute as a security issue to be settled by an arrangenent that would
provide security for each State within existing borders. |In the view of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, the dispute centres upon territorial possession
of the Prevlaka peninsula. Both parties, in their letters, confirmtheir
positive assessnent of the role of UNMOP in | essening tension and mai ntaining
stability in the region.

14. Despite the divergent interpretations of the dispute by the parties and
despite their continuing violations of sonme aspects of the demlitarization
regine in the UNMOP area of responsibility, | remain convinced that the
Governnents of Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia can fulfil their
commi t ment under the Agreenment on Nornalization of Relations to resolve
peaceful ly the issue of Prevlaka.

15. In the circunstances, | believe that the presence of UNMOP continues to be
essential to maintain conditions that are conducive to a negotiated settl enent
of the dispute. | therefore recommend a further six-nonth extension of the
mandat e of UNMOP until 15 January 1998.
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Annex

Conposition and strength of the mlitary el ement of
the United Nations M ssion of (bservers in Prevl aka
as at 30 June 1997

Nationality Mlitary observers

Argentina
Bangl adesh
Bel gi um
Brazi |
Canada
Czech Republic
Denmar k
Egypt

Fi nl and
Ghana

| ndonesi a
Ireland

Jor dan
Kenya

Nepa

New Zeal and
Ni geri a

Nor way
Paki st an
Pol and
Por t ugal
Russi an Federati on
Sweden

Swi tzerl and
Ukr ai ne
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