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1. | should like to refer to the statement issued by the President of the
Security Council on behalf of the menbers of the Council, on 28 Cctober 1993
(S/26661), in which the nenbers of the Council requested the Secretary-Genera
to submt as soon as possible a conplete report on the nassacre of the civilian
popul ation in the village of Stupni Do on 23 Cctober 1993 by troops of the
Croatian Defence Council (HVO. The following represents the results of the

i nvestigation of the incident undertaken by the Mlitary Police of the United
Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR).

2. Stupni Do is a small predominantly Bosnian Mislimyvillage situated on a
hillside 2 kilonetres fromthe town of Vares. It is mainly an agricultural and
cattle-raising comunity that consisted of 224 Muslimresidents and 11 refugees
who had been accommdated in the village. Sone of the men worked in the mnes
in the nearby community of Vares. The village had al so had approxi mately

30 Serb residents, but they left the area shortly after HVO assuned mlitary
control in the Vares region. Although surrounded by HVO-controlled vill ages,
Stupni Do was controlled by the Bosnian Presidency Forces (BiH Armja).

3. According to extensive interviews with survivors of the massacre, it
appears that, followi ng the westing of control of the Vares area fromcivilian
officials by the HVO mlitary in July 1992, the residents of Stupni Do were
under increasing pressure to hand over their weapons and submit to HVO control
The residents refused to do so and, as a result, on one occasion in August 1992
the HVO military police chief threatened to burn the village to the ground.

Rel ati ons between the commnities further deteriorated shortly after Croat
refugees began to arrive fromthe Kakanj area and residents of surroundi ng

vill ages began to beconme nore aggressive towards the inhabitants of Stupni Do.

4. Ten days before the attack on Stupni Do, HVO began to restrict the novenent
of the inhabitants fromthe village. The Mayor of Stupni Do, who had the
responsibility of travelling through HVO territory to obtain supplies for the
comunity, was denied permission to do so and residents were forbidden to
purchase any goods in the town of Vares. Those who purchased goods had them
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forcefully taken away. As a result of this crack-down, the Mayor had the
community shelters prepared and stocked with energency rations.

5. On Friday, 22 Cctober 1993, residents of Stupni Do were warned by a Croat
fromVares to | eave the village as sonething terrible was about to happen. An
HVO sol dier al so apparently visited his sister and her husband in order to
evacuate them before the inpending attack. Surrounding Croat villages were
reportedly put on alert for the attack at approxi mately 0300 hours on

23 Cctober 1993. Wiile nost residents of Stupni Do did not take these warnings
seriously, their defence force of 36 local Armija soldiers nobilized to guard
the village during the night. However, they did not have enough nen to cover
their perineter and there were stretches of 300 to 400 netres without
protection.

6. Bet ween 0800 and 0810 hours on the nmorning of 23 Cctober 1993, when the
village defence force was changing shifts, a grenade expl osi on occurred,

i medi ately foll owed by continuous small arms and anti-aircraft gunfire from al
sides. The attack, which appeared to cone from below the village, worked its
way upwards, and nmany w tnesses noted the apparent use of incendiary bullets by
the attacking forces as shells landing in the village set houses on fire. Many
residents took shelter in community basenents, while others ran for the
surroundi ng woods. The BiH Armija force in Stupni Do congregated in the main
part of the village, guarding 50 to 60 civilians in the main village shelter
Around 1400 hours, the HVO forces began to attack the BiH forces in this area,
slowy nmoving upwards and forcing themto withdraw. At approxi mately

1630 hours, the shooting dimnished and the HVO started withdrawi ng fromthe
village, allowi ng residents to go through the village |ooking for survivors.

7. Initial indications of an attack on Stupni Do becane evident to el ements of
UNPROFOR s second Nordic battalion (Nordbat 2) on the afternoon of

23 Cctober 1993, when patrols in the area sighted snoke and heard firing from
the direction of the village. However, attenpts by Nordbat 2 to enter the
village were consistently bl ocked by the HVO Bobovac brigade, which threatened
UNPROFCR troops with rocket-propelled grenade anti-tank weapons, snmall arns and
barriers of anti-tank mnes. It was only on 25 Cctober 1993, when reports of

t he massacre had beconme w despread, that the then UNPROFOR Senior Mlitary
Qobserver in the area was permtted to enter the village and inspect three
houses. On the norning of 26 Cctober 1993, a Nordbat 2 patrol finally entered
the village and, on the afternoon of the same day, a mlitary police unit was
di spatched to carry out an initial investigation of the incident. |In the
absence of any supplenmentary resources to deal with such incidents and in view
of the urgency of preserving the evidence and docunenti ng what appeared to be a
war crime, it was decided to charge UNPROFOR Mlitary Police with the

i nvestigation.

8. Menbers of the first UNPROFOR unit to enter Stupni Do reported that the
village was enpty and that all 52 houses in the village showed signs of having
being burnt. Sone of the houses were described as having the appearance of
crematoria. Fourteen bodies were discovered, of whom 4 nen and 3 wonmen were
identified, but the rest were burnt beyond recognition. Two bodies were found
to have crushed skulls and sone appeared to have been burned on the top of
destroyed houses. There were al so several dead cattle |ying about, many al so
burnt, and a strong odour of burnt flesh was in the air
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9. Inits investigation of the events surrounding the Stupni Do incident,
UNPROFCR military police interviewed nost of the 193 survivors of the attack.
These interviews were conducted for the nost part in Dabravine and Vares, where
nost of the survivors had sought refuge. As a result of the continued
hostilities in the area, access to and the location of w tnesses was a slow and
| abori ous process.

10. In describing the incident, many w tnesses stated that the HVO attackers
were wearing black uniforns with white bands on the |left shoul der or green
canoufl age unifornms. Some had canoufl aged faces and HVO patches, while others
had no identifying marks. Those wearing black uniforns al so wore bl ack basebal
caps and were suspected to be nenbers of an HVO "death squad" or special forces
unit fromKiseljak. One survivor believed that HVO from Vares and the Bobovac
brigade from Ki seljak took revenge on Stupni Do as a reprisal for BPH Arnmja

of fensives in the region, in particular in Kakanj. Wth only two exceptions,
none of the wi tnesses recognized any of the HVO soldiers as being fromthe | oca
area, nor did they hear names bei ng used, other than nicknanes.

11. Several fenale survivors from Stupni Do stated that they had been raped by
HVO sol diers during the attack. Ohers reported being robbed of their val uabl es
and, in one case, of a 54-year-old grandfather being killed by automatic

nmachi ne-gun fire because he possessed no noney or val uables to hand over.
Several survivors also reported that they had witnessed the killing of three

di sabl ed and unarnmed nmen found in one of the comunity shelters and the nachine-
gunning to death of a 56-year-old woman who had conpl ained of a sore leg. One
survivor also recounted hiding in a fam ly basenent with three other wonen and
of being discovered by some HVO sol di ers who, on entering the baserment and
inquiring if anyone was present, shot the three wonen who were offering to
surrender.

12. In many instances, the testinony of w tnesses has been recorded on

vi deot ape. UNPROFOR on-site investigations and phot ographi c evi dence al so seem
to corroborate the details of the incident as reported. Investigations to date
have shown that crimes against innocent civilians in Stupni Do took place on

23 Cctober 1993. Twenty-three victins so far have been clearly identified. A
further 13 villagers of Stupni Do are unaccounted for and presuned dead,
bringing the prelimnary total number of victins to 36. The main suspects for
the conm ssion of these crimes appear to be extremi st elenments of the Croatian
Def ence Council from Kiseljak, Travnik and Kakanj under the command of

Ivica Rajic. The HVO Bobovac brigade, operating under its Deputy Commander,
Kresimr Bozic, prevented UNPROFOR units fromentering the village after the
attack.

13. Investigations are continuing in order to gain as nuch evidence as possible
with a viewto identifying the perpetrators for eventual trial before the
International Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Serious
Violations of International Humanitarian Law Conmitted in the Territory of the
Former Yugosl avia since 1991. The Security Council will be kept informed of the
progress made in the investigation



