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IETTER DATED 12 FEBRUARY 1950 FROM THE CHIET OF STAFF
OF THE TRUCE SUFERVISION ORGANIZATION IN PAIESTINE
TO THE SECEETARY-GENERAL TRANSMITITING A REPORT '
ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE MIXED ARMISTICE
COMMISSIONS

I have the honour to submit to you, for your information, a summary report b
on the activities of the Mixed Armistice Commissions, established to implement :
the General Armistice Agreements concluded between Israel end her four
neighbour States during the year 1949.

In general it can be said that the work done in the four Mixed Armistice
Commissions has been reascnably successful so far. It will be noted that on
2l February 1950, the Egyptien-Israel General Armistice Agreement will have been
in force for a period of one year.

You may rest assured that the French, Belglan and American officers and
enlisted men who are assigned to the United Nations Truce Supervision
Organizetion and on loan to the several Mixed Armistice Copmissions, will
intensify their efforts during the year 1950, to maintain the good relations that
now exist between the perties concermed. These efforts will be continued until
peace is restored in Palestine. :

(Signed) W. E. Riley
Brigadier General, USMC
Chief of Staif
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REPCRT ON ACTIVITIES
OF THE MIXED ARMISTICE COMMISSIONS

Fouxr Mixed Armistice Commissions, established to implement the General
Armistice Agieement. concluded between Israel and her four neighbtour States,
are presently operating in the Middle East. Armistice negotiations between
Israsi and her neighbour States started on the Greek island of Rhodes, on
12 Jenvary 194G, pursuent to the Security Council resclution of 16 November 1948,
The nsyotiations resulted in the signing of Gemeral Armistice Agreements, on
Rhofes, totween Israel and Egypt on 24 February 1949 and between Israel and the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan cn 3 April 1949, ané at Ras En Naqoura, between
Israel and Ieteanor or 23 March 1949, Subseguently , & General Armistice Agreement'
betwesn Israel and Syria was signed on 20 July 1949 on the Hill 232, near
Meararayin at the Syrian-Israelil border,

The general principles laid down in those four Armistice Agreements are alike.

r sacn of them the two parties undertake to respect the injunction of the

-

Szeurity Souncil against resort to military force in the settlement of the

Talsstire iusstion; in sacn e rarties pledge o refrain from aggressive action
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=0l fo rsszect ths right of s cther arty to its security and freedom from

T2uxr of atiack; in each of ths Generzl Armistice Agreements the parties moreover
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s as indispensable steps towards the liquidation of

w1ict 2nd the restoration of peace in Palestine; furthermore the

aclmovwledse in each Armistice Agreement that no provision of
Tz Agreerert shall inm apy way prejudice the rights, claims and positions of the
otnsr party irn any ultirate zeaceful settlement ¢of the Palestine question.

AL1 FTour Generzl hrmistice Agresments are to-rerwain in force until the
Palestine conflict is zeccefuliy settled, tut they can be revised by mutual

vartiss. 1In the 23bsence of such mntual agreement, and after

2reats kave reen in foree for ons year, either rarty may call upon
ths Becrstery-General of the United Netions to convoke a conference of
rerresentatives of the two perties for the purpose of revising the Agreement.
If such a conference should fail to seltle the dispute, either party may bring
the matter tefore the Security Council.
Ir. order to implement these general principles &8s well as the specific
Frovisions laid down in the four General Armistice Agreements, each Agreement

/provides for
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provides for the establichment of a Mixed Armistice Commission consisting of

an equal muiber of Icraeli and Arab representatives and & neutral chairman
avpointed by the Chiefl of Staff of the Truce Supervision Organization from the .
United Nations military personnel assignsd to the Mission. Ths General
Armistice \greements between Israel con the one side and the Hashemite HKingdonm
of Jordan, Lebanon and Syria on the other side, provide that the respective
Mixed Armistice Cormissions shall consist, in addition to the Chairmen, of two
Israeli end twe Arab representatives. In the Case of the Egyptian-Israeli
Mixed Avrmistice Cormission provision was made for three representatives frea
each side.

Decisions of the Mixed Armistice Commissions, to the extent possitie, shzll
te unerimous. However, when unanimity cannot be achievesd, decisions can be
taken - and have teen taken in practice - by majority vole, which for 211
practical purpeses means that the chaivmen votes for one ox thé othsr zide.

The main tasks given to the four Mixed Armistice Commissions under the
General Armistice Agreerments were: to wveld eny resumpiicn of hostilities
to arrange for the sxcharge of priscrers of war, to establish permanent armistice
demarcation lines In accordance with the principles lald down in the Gensral
Armistice Agrsemerts and to cerry out srecific provisions meGe in those
Armistice Agreements with a view of fac;litatmg the transition To & rermenent
peace in Palestine.

Fractical experisnce &uring the past several montinc nas shown that, in
adGition to workirg on those general and major tasks, the Mixed Armistice
Comnissions -~ the only forum on which Arabs and Israselis zre presently
co-gperating in direct coniact mmder United Netions auspices - have Teen able to
settle ard to alleviate innumerable human problems arising tetween the parties
on a local level and generally to contribute to the growing human understending
between pecple who tut a year age were involved in 2 pitter end sanguinar)

conflict.

EGYFTTAN-ISRAELI MIXED '11.!'-5}1: STICE COMMISSION

¥

The Zpyptian-Israeli Mixed Armistice Sommission has its rermanent

headquarters at the Tormer Palestinian fronbier post of EL /wmje, o o

PR VR N )

censisting of twe r2mehackle stone housss and an zqually dileracdodsd gtatlls
. o -

tuiléing, The mextsrs of the Isrzeli-Egyptian Mixed Armisbtics Tcumission,
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United Netions observers, and the Israeli and Egyptiasn guards and the service
perscrnel attached to 1%, are the only inhabitants of ¥l Auja, From this
heaé.quar‘bers , at which Israeli and Egyptian representatives spend their lives
together, sleed in a common dormitory", eat at the same table and spend their
leisnre pitching horseshoes togethsr, the Mixed Armistice Commission is
conducting its business which lncluded supervision of peaceful relations in an
area stretching over more than 150 kilometres from south of Tel Aviv to the
Red Sea. .

Cne of the specific tasks given to the Egyptian-Israeli Mixed Armistice
Commission under the General Armistice Agreement was to carry out and to
supervise the evacuation of Egyptian troops who had been surrounded in the area
of E1 Faluja during the hostilities in the fall of 1948. In implementation of
that provision, 2747 Egyptian military personnel together with their squipment
and their supplies were evacuated by the Mixed Armistice Commission between
26 and 29 February 1949 and taken to Egyptian territory. Iater on, in six
operetions streiching over a period beitween 28 February and 22 April, 3463 Arab
civilians who elected to leave El Faluja were evacuated without incident by
the Mixed Armistice Cammission. Moreover, the Mixed Armistice Commission
arranged for end supervised @ mass exchange of prisoners of war under which
121£ Egyptian priscners of war in Israsli hands and 14k Israeli prisoners of
war in Egypbtian hands were delivered to their respective countries on the
7, 8 and @ of March.

The two most difficult and protracted vroblems so far handled by the
Egyptian-Israeli Mixed Armistice Commission, concerned the delineation of
arecas in which only defensive forces are permitted by the General Armistice
Agreement and the establishment and supervision of demarcation lines bordering
the nerrow strip of land around Gaza which is held by Egyptian forces.

As to the Tirst issue, the Gereral Armistice Agreement provided that a
certain rart of Falestine, generally coincidenf with the Negev, should be
divided into an Easterr and a Western Fronb by a line ending at the southernmost
tip of Palestine. The armistice permitted the presence of only defensive
israeglii erd Zgyrtian forces in the areas of the Western.Front under the centrol
of eackt party. A dispute arose between the parties on two points:

{al whether the term "Western Front" (in which only defensive forces are

rermitted) referred only to areas within the boundaries of the former

[Palestine
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Palestine Mandate or whether it also extended to Egyptian territory

bordering the Gaza strip;

(p) on the inberpretation of the words "southermmost tip of Palestine”:

this latter point was of obvious importance to either party because it

involved control of some ten kilomstres of the Red Sea Shore,

These two issues led to lengthy and occasionally bitter discussions in the
El Auja Mixed Armistice Commission and were finally referred, by the way of
appeal, to the "Syecial Committee" composed of the United Nations Chief of
Staff of the Truce Supervision Organization and one member each of the Egyptian
and Israeli delegations with the armistice conference at Rhodes. (This Special
Comuitbee to which decisions made by the Mixzed Armistice Commission can be
appealed for interpretation of the intent of the articles contained in the
General Armistice Agreement is a specific institution provided for orly in the
Egyptian-Israeli General Armistice Agreement. Decisions made by this Special
Committee are final but decisions made in the other three Mixed Armistice
Cammigsions are considered final and cannot be appealed to a Special Committse.)

After protracted discussions in the Mixed Armistice Commission as well as
in the Special Committee, satisfactory agreements on both issues mentioned
above were reached. Under these arrangements the dividing line between the
Factern and the Western Front now ends at a point on the Red 3ea Gulf of Agata,
nali way between the international boundaries of Trans-Jordan and Egypb. ‘i‘he
Negev area under Israell control in the Western Front includes all land outside
the Gaza strips the area included in the Gaza-Rafal strip is under Egyptian
control; the BEgyptiar territory immediately southward of the Gaza strip is
included into the area in which only defensive forces are permitted. The reason
for the proiracted discussions that took place in connexion with the determination
of the line separating the Western and Eastern fronts in the Negev may be
summarized as follows: On or about 10 March 1949 the Israelis advenced into
the ulf of Agata area and established a settlement at Um Reshresh and an
outpost at Bir Qattar in the Western zone. The establishment of this outpost
at Bir Qattar tock place aiter the signing of the Egyptian-Israeli General
Armistice Agreerent. The Israelis were interested in having the line drawn so
as to place this ocutpost in the Easte:m Front area. This metier is now teing
discussed in the Mixed Armistice Commisgion,

/The protlem
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Tie ioblerm of esteblishing end guarding the demercation line zeparating
the age zurdin from the Israeli~held Negev aresa, proved a vexing one, largely

due tc s wresence of more than 200,000 Areb refugees in this Gaza area. It
is nmaturally {L77icult to prevent people living on a tare subsistence level,
ané far sce often belew 1%, from crossing lines beyond which they hore to find
grass Tor their hungry sheep, or a few dry twigs for fuel. In
thers have alsc occurred occasional nightly clandestine excursions
betweon Gaca and Eebron which must be consicdered as smuggling excursions. These
latosr activities are largely motivated by the great discrepancy of prices
rrevailing in the two arsas.

The Mixsd Armistice Commission had to deal with scores of complaints
arising frow thesse con@itions and involving the death of Arabs apd Israselis
as well as xany heald of livestock. .

Most of thess ccuplaints concerneld the shooting by Israelis of Arab
civilians and livestock, said to have illegally crossed the demarcation lines.
In the most serious case of this kind, Egypt complained that Israeli military
forcss, on the 7 and 1k October, had shelled and machine-gunned the Arat villages
of Aressan and Beit Hemun in Egyptian~controlled territory of the Gaza strip
invoivirg the death of ssven and the wounding of twenty civilians. Israel
on tis other hand cemplained about bordsr incidents which haé resulted in the
ceath of four Israeli settlers snd the wounding of twenty others, To avoid
such incidents in the future, the Mixed Armistice Commission finally decided to
set up mized border patrols comprised of officers and enlisted men from each
sige. These mixed teams are presently ratrolling the demarcation line in
jeexs and they seem to be working satisfactorily.

This Mixed Armistice Commission is handling wany ccomplaints submitted by
totvh sides which theoretically are beyond the scope.of the General Armistice
A;g_”eement. However, as the Mixed Amis:bice Commission is the only agency that

iz guzlified 4o clear up such complainis, Toth sides desire to make use of this

The first year of the existence of this Agreement will expire on
2% Fetruary 1930, Although there have been many complaints submitted to the
Mized Armistice Ccepmission which at times appeared insoluble due to the stand

o

aker: bty both sidss, a solution has eventually been arrived at and both sides

Jwere willing
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were wWilling to accept it. It must be admitted that the General Armistice
Agreement entered into by these two States had the desired eflect, nomely to
bring an end to the hostilities in order to facilitate the t.u.usiticn Trem

the then imposed truce to permanent peace in Talestine, I cannot speak tco
highly of the conscientious endeavours of the members of the Egyptian~Isracli
Delegations to the Mixed .ﬂmisticeACcmmission to find satisfactory solutions to

the compleints sutmitted by either side.

HASHEMITE JORDAN KINGTOM - ISRAELI
MIXED ARMISTICE CCMMISSION

The Mixed Armistice Commission for Israel and the Hashemite Jordan
Kingdom hes set up its headquarters at Mandelbaum Gate, crossing point between
the Isrzeli and the Areb part of Jerusalem and the most thoroughly destroyed
rart of the Holy City. Here, in the partly wrecked building of a former Bible
Mission, and surrounded by the ruins of the past war, the Mixed Armistice
Conmission is holding its meetings which are predeminently devoted to two xein
issues: (2) the drawing and controlling of some 500 kilometres of derarcation
lines and (b) the fate of conmsiderable nuwmbers of Palestinian Arabs who Were
affected by the re-drawing of these lines, . ‘

The drawing of demarcation lines between Israeli~held territory and the
area occupied by military forces of the Hashemite Jordan Kingdom was complicated
by the fact that a Vlarge portion of the fighting front in centrzl and northern
‘Palestine had been manned by Iraqi forces in the recent hostilities. Under the
ferms of the General Armistice Agreement, the Iragi forces were withdrawn and
replaced by military forces of the Hashemite Jorden Kingdom. However, this
replacement involved 2 considerable chapge of the lines, a change which could

not be carried out without inflicting seriocus hardships upon the population

and the affected areas. It was inevitable that thousands of people, in the
conrse of this re-drawing of demarcation lines, were cub off from the fields

that were their livelihood, cut off from their only resources of watsr and fr:o:

the meager rastures on which they used to graze their catils,

According to the General Armistice Agreement, the implementeticn of this -
new armistice line, laid down in the Agreement itself, had to be completed
within fifteer weeks. ©Turing those fifteen weeks United Nations observers
attached to the Israeli-Hashemite Jordas Kingdom Mixed Armistice Cormincicn,
were working for sixteen hours a day and more, trevelling in their jesps 2ad

! S
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cn feoot threugh the area, visiting the affected villages, holding town meetings
to inform the villagers of the impending change and of their rights and duties
under the General Armistice Agreement, and trying to remove hardships by local
arrvangenents and by minor adjustments of the proposed line,

Generally the re-arrangement of the demarcation line was carried out
satisfactorily and without serious incidents thanks to the understanding and
co-orevation by both.pgrties. Some disputes arose, however, subsequently on
the question, which Areb inhabitants of the areas thus transferred to Israeli
cortreol would be allowed to remain in the Israeli occupied territory and which
ones would have to retwrm to Arab territory. In general the Arab contention
was that all Arabs living in the villages at the time of the transfer, shonld
te permitted to remain in the Israeli controlled aresa. The Govermment of
Israel, on the other hand, contended that many inhabitants of the transferred
villages were not bona fide residents but refugees from other parts who had
only recently settled in the affected villages and who, therefore, were to
te rsturned to the Arab side.

in the most important case of this kind, the Hashemite Jordan Kingdom
compleined cn 28 June 1949 against the expulsion of approximately 1500 Arab
civilians from the Baga el Gharbyia area in central Palestine which had been
transferred to Tsraeli combrol. After investigating the situation through
a sub-ccrmitiee, the Mixed Armistice Commission decided, by majority vote, that
israsgl had viclated the Generel Armistice Agreement by driving the civiliams
across the demarcation line into the territory of the Hashemite Jordan Kingdom.
But still the guestion remeained how many of the expelleé civilians should be
rermitted to return to their villages permanently. A committee comprised of
boih rarties is presently trying to find an amicable solutvion to this problem
by mutual agrsereﬁt. Similar problems in other parts of Palestine, such as
in Vadi Fokin, south of Bethlehem, was settled in the Mixed Armistice Commission
by e:reeirg urvon readjustrents of the demarcation lines.

Lr lmrortant goal in re-drawing the demarcation lines between Israeli-

held territory 2nd territory held by the Hoshemite Jordan Kingdom, has been

the liguideticn of strips of no-men's land which had been established during the
rostilities in oréer to keep the opposing forces arart, but which after the
terzinaiicn of the fightin~ were a needless waste of scarce land and a conbtinuous
scurce o- friction. The liquidation of these no-man's lands has been

/successfully
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successfully accomplished all along the line with the exception of Jerusalem
proper and the area to the immediate northwest of the Holy City. The problem
of liquidating these last rerwaining no-men's lands, presently dominates the
work to be done within the framework of the Hashemite Jorden Kingdom - Israell
Mixed Armistice Commission. Ilargely this problem falls within the scope of
the "Special Committee", an organ specifically set up by the General Armistice
Agreement.

This Special Committee under the Armistice Agreement is coamposed of two
representatives of each party with no United Nations representative present.
The Special Committee has been established by the Armistice Agreemént for the
purpose of enlarging the scope of the Agreement and effecting improvements in
its application. Specifically it has been given the task of meking arrangements
aimed at: free movement of traffic on the roads, including the Bethlehem and
Pel Aviv-Jerusalem roads {the former roed is at present partly under Israeli
and. partly under Heshemite Jordan Kingdom control and, therefore, unusable,
ard the latter rcad is cut by an Arab salient in the Tatrun area noxrthwest of
Jerusalem); resumption of the normal functioning of the cultural and
humanitarian institutions on Mount Scopus and free access thereto; free access
to the Holy Places and cultural institutlions and use of the cemetery on the
Mount of Olives; “resumption of operation of the Latrun pumping station;
provision of electricity for the Holy City; and resumption of operaticn of the
railrcad to Jerusalem.

While these problems are under discussion in the Special Committee, the
Mixed Armistice Commission itself is trying to draw up a sabisfacto:r ;7 single
demarcation line within the ¢ity of Jerusalem, thus dissolving the remaining
areas of no-man's lands, including the special neutralized area surrounding
Govermment House, headquarters of the Chief of Staff and of the United Nations
Conciliation Commission for Palestine. This latter area had become the subject
of action by the Mixed Armistice Commission last summer when the Hashemite
Jordan Kingdom lodged a complaint thet Israeli forces had advenced into the
area; and Israel, on the other hand, charged that an Arab outpost had been
illegally set up in the area, The Mixed Armistice Commizsion decided that
both rarties had violated the Armistice Agreement by pexmitting their forces to
enter the arez and both pariies withdrew their forces from there forthwith.

/In addition
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In addition to the work highlishted above, and to its routine work
involving the arduous job of warking on the ground 500 kilometres of
demarcation lines, the Chief of 3taff and the United Netions observers attached
to the Hachemite Jordan Kingdcm - Israeli Mixed Armistice Commission, were given
last summer an, as it were, extra-curricular job. This job cencerned the
disposal of 2 potentially dangerous cache.of approximately three tons of
dynemite buried in an abandoned tunnel by the Israeli forces during the 1948
fighting in 2 strip of no-man's land just in front of the Damascus Gate of
the 01d City of Jerusalem.

The disclosure of the presence of the dynamite and of the intention of
the Israeli Govermnment to detonate it in place caused considerable anxiety
on the part of the Trans-Jordan Govermment, the Armenian and Greek Orthodox
Patriarchs of Jerusalem and dinlomatic representatives for fear the detonation
would result in irreperable damege to the Holy places especially to the Holy
Semulichre, Under these circumstances the Chief of Staff was forced to relieve
the Mixed irmistice Commissicn from Turther responsibility in the matter as he
considereé that the detonation must take place and that it was now the éole
responsibility of the Israeli Government to dispose of the dynamite. - However,
the Chief of Staff utilized a French, & Belgian and an American military
observer to check and recheck with the Israeli military authoritiss to see that
all poésible precauntions were taken to avoid loss of life or damage to the
Holy places. Vhen satisfied that the Israelis had taken all such precautions,
the Chief of Staeff agreed to the date and hour for the detonation.

The explosion was carried out on 23 August 1949 by the Israeli Army without
causing any casualties and with only negligible damage to property. The Israeli
Government aporeciated the part played by the United Nations in preventing the
affair from beceming a political rather than a purely military problem.

SYRIAN-ISRAELI
MIXED ARMISTICE COMMISSION

A rarticular feature of the Isrzeli-Syrian General Armistice Agreement
is the provision for the establishment of a special Demilitarized Zone between
the countvies, This provision had to'be made beceuse of the differing '
vievpoints of the two parties during the armistice negotiations as to the
disposzl of the areas within the boundaries of the former British Mandate

/vwhich were
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which were occunied by Syrian troops. A Ccmpromise agreement wes lirally
reached under which the disputed area was to be completely demilitarized, The
armistice derercation lines Tetween Syrie and Israel outside of tnat area
coincide with the international boundayry.

The demilitarized area comprises scme 250 square kilometres of land,
divided into three zones, to the east and to the noitheast of Lake Tiberias.,
Uncer the provisions of the General Armistice Agreement the chairnan of the
Israeli-cyrian Mixed Armisztice Commission is verscnally resnensitls for the
gradual restoraticn of normal civilian life in the area and it is his iask
4o authorize the retuim of civilians to villagss and settlements in the
Temilitarized Zecne. The chairman of this Mixed Armistice Commission has thus
been given duties and powers in addition to those held by the chsirwen of the
other three klxed Armistice Ccmmissions.

Fractically all the work done in the Israeli-Syrian dMixed Armistice
Cormission hes been centered upon the problems of the Demilitarized Zerne. The
tattern of disputes concerning this aree generally follows three lines:

(a2} disyutes about establishing of new and retuilding of olé¢ setilerments

in the arez;

{b) disputes about the number of civilians to be readmitted into the

area; and .

(c) disputes about the removal of military'installa’cions in the area.

As to ths fix:st point the Mixed Axmistice Commission decided that a
new setilement erected by returning Israelis was established without the
concurrence of the chairman of the Mixed Armistice Ccmmission charged with the
norral restoration of civilian life in the Demilitarized Zone, wes Tenced in
so as to be in the nature of 2 military outpost and should therefore be
removed. Isvael complied with that decisicn.

The second point - return of civilians to the area - has been causing a
good deal of disputes. The chairman of the Mixed Armistice Commission could
interpret his duties and powers under the General Armistice Agreement only in
such 2 vay as to pexmi'.h the return of Arab and Israeli civilians in numbers
correspending to the number of Arab and Israeli civilians prior to the end of
the British Mendate. According to this principle, the chairman authorized
Arab and Israeli civilians to return to the area to resume their civilian life

[there as of
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there as of 8 September. By the end of January 1950 , the number of Israelis
returned to the area under this ruling, roughly equaled the number of Isyaelis
who had resided there at the end of the mandatory regime.

The number of Arabs returned by the end of Jammary 1950 amounted to
about 75 per cent of those living there at the expiration of the Mendate,

At first, Syrian reyresentatives opposed this ruling of the chairman and
requested that the number of returning civilians be limited, At a later
stage, however, the Syrian representatives accepted the chairman's ruling as
to the number of reburning refugees, tu® they are still opposed to the
chairman's ruling that new setilements may be erected by returning settlers,
both Arab and Israeli. .

This Syrian attitude appeai's to be rartly motivated by the disparity of
economic conditions upder vwhich the returning Arab and Israeli civilians live.
The returning Israell settlers are well equipped with building materials,
machinery and agricultural implements and, therefore, in a position speedily
to establish permenent settlements which are considered by Syria as being of
potential military value. On the other hand the returning Arab refugees often
arrive completely destitute in their former villaeges, most of which have been
levelled to the ground by the Israeli forces prior to their withdrawal from the
area after the signing of the Israeli-Syrian Armistice Agreement. ‘

There is no doubt that the dispute could be more easily resolved if the
economic conditions of civilians returning from both sides could be somewhat
equalized by providing the returning Arab refugees with building materials
and with agricultural implements. However, the chaimmen of the Mixed Armistice
Commission and the Chief of Staff have no means at their disposal to assist the
rehabilitation of Arab refugees returning to their homes nor are they in a
position officially to enlist the co-operation of any of the other United
Nations agencies in the area that might conceivably be concerned with this
problem. However, the representative in Beirut of the United Nations Relief
for Palestine Refugees and the International Red Cross have provided limited
2id to the returning Arab refugees. '

As o the third point, the Isrmseli-Syrien Mixed Armistice Commission,
with the co-operation of both rarties, has completed the removal of military
ingtallations, mines and fortifications from the demilitarized zones as
specified in the General Armistice Agreement.

/No other
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No other major disputes have so far arisen within the sphere of the
Israeli-Syrian Mixed Armistice Commission.

ISRAELI-IEBANON
MIXED ARMISTICE COMMISSION

The problems involved in the working of the Israeli-ILebanon Mixed
Armistice Commission have been simpler than those confronting the other three
Mixed Armistice Commissions., There was no major argument about the
establishment of demarcation lines which generally followed the intermational
boundary existing prior to the end of the British Mandate. Prisoners of war
were exchanged within twenty-four hours after the signing of the Armistice
Agreement, and practically all the missing persons in either country have been
located through the Mixed Armistice Commission, Both countries are co-operating.
successfully in routine tasks such as vemoval of mines and demolishing of
forbidden fortificaticns.

The smooth oreration of this Mixed Armistice Commission is also signified
by the fact thet an agreement was reached under which Israel was permitted to

use a portion of a letanese rcad in order to permit contact with an Israeli
settlement near the Lebanese houndary for which there are at present no

other means of contact,

REUNION OF REFIGEE FAMILIES

In addition to their varied tasks under the General Armistice Agreements,
the four Mixed Armistice Commissions have been assisting in the implementation
of an agreemsnt between Israel and her four neighbour States on the reunion
of certain Arab refugees with family mewmbers residing in Israel.

This agreement was reached in principle during negotlations before the
Palestine Conciliation Commission in Leusanne last summer, and the Government
of Israel requested in a latber to the Chief of Staff the assistance of the
resrective Mixed Armistice Commissions in meking the agreenient operative.

Responding to this request, the Chairwan of the four Mixed Armistice
Commissions established the necessary contacts with aunthorities on both sides
and succeeded in making concrete arrangements for the return to Israel of
certain dependent family members from Letanon, the Hashemite Jordan Kingdom

/end. Egypt.
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and Egypt. Discussions with Syrian a{zthorities are still continuing at this
date.

The arrangements made and supervised by the Mixeﬁ: Armistice Cormission
chairren have so far resulted in the returm of 523 dependent femily meubers
from Iebanon, and 267 frem the Hashemite Jorden Kingdom, The first 115 were
scheduled to return from Egyptian-held territory on Februery 16.

/SUMMARY AND
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIORS \

This condensed report cn the activities of the Mixed irmistice Commissions
can, of necessity, touch only on the major issues handled by the four Lodies.
It must forego a description of the arduous routine work done day by day oy
Arab and I.raeli representatives and bty the Chief of Staff's military
observer corps, twenty officers and twenty enlisted men from Belgium, France
and the United States. It cannot dwell on the scores of "little" problems =
meny of them involving great humen tragedies - handled by these men every
day, the problems of people shot and maimed or killed in incidents along
demarcaticn lines; the hundreds of on-the-spot negotiations between Arabs and
Israelis, arranged by United Naticns observers to recover stolen or looted
property. It cannot tell of the hundreds of investigations and conciliztions
to recover cows andé sheep and geoats illegally approoriated by cne or the other
gide or, more of'ten, sirayed across demercation lines of which cows and sheep and
gcats are héppily unaware, It cannot describe the incegsant efforts to clear
up misunderstandings and to smooth out frictions between the parties, efforts
made by cbservers in talks with local authorities as well by the Chief of
Staff in top-level discussions in the capitals of the Middle Rast,

In general it car te said that the work done in the four Mixed Armistice
Commissions has been reascnably successful so far.

Regretiable incidents and misunderstandings, possibly unavoidable under
the circumsitances, bave occurred and may occur in the future. BPut there is
reason to assume that, provided contin‘ued co~operation by all parties is
forthcoming, the main aim of the four General Armistice Agreements can be
achieved: to facilitate the transition to a permanent peace in Palestine.

Jerusalem, 12 February 1950.




