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21 February 2007

Noticc by the Depositary Governments on the Procedures for the Non-Proliferation
Treaty Review Confercnce

The Dcepositanes to the Treaty on the Non-proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (the NPT) note
that Parugraph 3 of Articie VIII of the Treaty states that, “'Five years afier the entry into {orce
of this Treaty, a conference of Parties to the Treaty shall be held in Geneva, Switzerland, in
order to review the operation of the Treaty with the view to assuring that the purposes of the
Preamble and provisions of the Treaty are being rcalised. At intervals of five years
thereafler, a majonty of the Parties to the Treaty may obtain, by submitting a proposal to (his
affect to the Depositary Governmpents, the convening of further conferences with the same
objective of reviewing the operation of the treaty”.

The Depositanies also note that Paragraph 2, Decision | “Stengthening the Review Process for
the Treaty”, token at the 1995 NPT Review and Extension Conference says that the Review
Conlerences should continue to be held every five ycars.

-

In order to inform States Party to the Treaty of past procedure, the Depositunes note that:

Jn 1996, the oulgoing Chair of the 1995 NPT Review and Extension Conference, Sn Lanka,
circulated a dral UNGA resolution which asked the UN Sccretary General o provide
assistance necessary for the holding of the 2000 NPT Review Confercnce and its Preparatory
Conupnittecs.  The draft resolution was discussed at a caucus of NPT parties held in the
margins of UNGA 51. This caucus meecting finaliscd the drafl resolution and it was adopted
at that UNGA (A/RES/51/45A). The caucus also made a deciston on the timing and venue of
the first meeting of the Preparatory Comunittece.

[n 2001, the outgoing Chair of the 2000 NPT Review coufcrence, Algeria, vimilarly circulated
a drafl UNGA resolution asking the UN Scerelary General to provide the assistance nccessary
for holding the 2005 NPT Review Conference and 1ts Preparatory Committees. The draft
resolution was discussed and finalised at a caucus of NPT parties held in the margins of UNGA

56. It was adopted at that UNGA (A/RES/56/24).

In 2006, thc outgomg Chair of the 2005 NPT Review Conference, Brazil, followed a sinvlar
procedure. The finalised drafl resolution was adopted at UNGA 6] (A/RLES/61/7).
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The Depositanics note thal during previous review cycles, a representative of the Western
Group chaired the first session of the Preparatory Comumittee, the Eastern Group chaired the
second scssion of he Preparatory Commnittce and the Non Aligned Movement chaired the third
session of the Preparatory Comunittee and provided the President of the Review Conference.
Dunng tic last cycle, tlus rotation was agreed at the first scssion of the Preparatory Commitliee,
as werc the dates and venues for subsequent mectings. NPT States partics may wish Lo begin
informal consultations on such matters for the forlhcoming review cycle.

The Depositarics further note that the Final Document adopted at the 2000 NPT Review
Conference included a section entitled “Improving the Effectiveness of the Strengthencd
Review Proccss for the Treaty”.  Among the conclusions in that seclion regarding the

Preparalory Commuattce mectings are the following:

a. The States parties siressed that three sessions of the Preparatory Commutice, nonmally for a
duration of 10 working days each, should be held in the years prior to the Revicw
Confercnce. A tourth scssion; would, 1f necessary, be held in the year of the Review

Confercnce.

b. The States partics, recalling paragraph 4 of Decision | of the 1995 NPT Review and
Extension Conference, agrecd that the purpose of the first two sessions of the Preparatory
Commiillee would be to “consider principles, objcctives and ways in order to promote the
full implemcntation of the Treaty, as wcll as its universality”. '

The consideration of the 1ssucs al each session of the Preparatory Comunittee should be
factually surmmansed and its results transmitted 1n a report 1o the next session for further
discussion. At its third and, as appropriale, fourth sessions, the Preparalory Committec,
taking into account the dehiberations and results of its previous sessions, should malke cvery
effort (o produce u consensus report conlaiung recomunencatons to the Review

Confercnce.
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