VATIONS HRI

Di str.

International GENERAL
Human Rights

HRI / MC/ 1998/ 3
Instruments 3 August 1998

Oiginal: ENG.ISH

Tenth neeting of chairpersons
of the human rights treaty bodies
CGeneva, 14-18 Septenber 1998

PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA AND ANNOTATI ONS

Not e by the Secretary-CGeneral

1. The tenth meeting of chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies wll
be held from 14 to 18 Septenber 1998, pursuant to General Assenbly

resol ution 49/178 of 23 Decenber 1994, in which the Secretary-General was
requested to finance, as of 1995, annual neetings of persons chairing the
human rights treaty bodies. Prior to their neeting in 1995, the chairpersons
had met for the first time in 1984 and biannually from 1988 until 1994.

2. The present docunent, which was prepared in consultation with the

Chai rperson of the eighth and ninth neetings, contains the provisional agenda
for the tenth neeting of chairpersons, together with annotations relating

t hereto.
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PROVI S| ONAL AGENDA
1. Opening of the neeting and el ection of officers.
2. Adoption of the agenda.
3. Organi zational and other matters.
4, Revi ew of recent devel opnents relating to the work of the treaty bodies.
5. Cooperation of human rights treaty bodies with United Nations

speci al i zed agenci es, funds, programres and mechani sns.

6. Uni versal ratification

7. I mproving the operation of the human rights treaty bodies.
8. Servicing of the treaty bodies.

9. Reservations to the human rights treaties.

10. Gender perspectives in the work of the treaty bodies.

11. Assi stance to small devel opi ng States.

12. I nformati on technol ogy.

13. Adoption of report.
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ANNCTATI ONS TO THE PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA

ltem1l. Opening of the neeting and election of officers

The neeting will convene at the United Nations office at Geneva on
Monday, 14 Septenber 1998, at 10 a.m

ltem 2. Adoption of the agenda

The neeting will adopt its agenda on the basis of the provisional agenda
contained in the present docunent.

ltem 3. Oganizational and other matters

Under this agenda item the neeting will consider and adopt a programme
of work.

Iltem 4. Review of recent developnents relating to the
work of the treaty bodies

The foll owi ng representatives of extra-conventional human rights
procedures and political organs have been invited to attend the neeting and
address the chairpersons on the relationship between the work of the treaty
bodi es and the nechani sns which they represent: M. Mna R shmaw ,

Chai rperson of the fifth nmeeting of special rapporteurs/representatives,
experts and chairpersons of working groups, H E. M. Jacob Sel ebi, Chairman of
the fifty-fourth session of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts, and

M. El-Hadji Guissé, Chairman of the fiftieth session of the Sub-Commi ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities.

As in the past, the chairpersons may wi sh to present briefly the
activities of the treaty body they represent, as well as its working nethods,
new devel opments or decisions and challenges. Pursuant to a recomendati on
adopted at their eighth nmeeting (see A/ 52/507), para. 73), the chairpersons
wi || have before theman “activities profile” for each comm ttee describing
the salient activities of each conmittee over the past year and including
rel evant statistics.

ltem 5. Cooperation of human rights treaty bodies
with United Nations specialized agencies,
funds, programmes and nechani sns

In accordance with previous practice, United Nations specialized
agenci es, funds, programes and nechani sns whose nmandate is closely related to
the work of the treaty bodies have been invited to be represented at the
meeting to exchange views on matters of nutual interest or concern
Additionally, the chairpersons will be briefed by the secretariat on
devel opnents in the relations between the Ofice of the Hi gh comm ssioner for
Human Rights and its partner agencies in the United Nations system
particularly on a recently concluded menorandum of understanding with the
Uni ted Nations Devel opnent Programme and the United Nations O fice for Project
Servi ces.
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ltem 6. Universal ratification

The chai rpersons nmay al so wi sh to di scuss questions relating to
uni versal ratification of the core international human rights treaties. At
their eighth nmeeting the chairpersons requested the Ofice of the High
Commi ssioner to engage in consultations with the Wrld Bank, the
United Nations Devel opnent Programme (UNDP), the International Labour
Organi zation (I1LO), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura
Organi zati on (UNESCO and the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) to
explore the contributions those agencies m ght nake to encouragi ng and
assisting Governnments to ratify. The Secretary-General was requested to
provide a witten report on progress made with those initiatives to the
ninth meeting of chairpersons. The chairpersons will have before themthe
i nformati on requested in the report of the Secretary-CGeneral on inproving the
ef fectiveness of the human rights treaty bodies (HRI/MJ 1998/ 4).

ltem 7. | nproving the operation of the hunan rights treaty bodies

Under this item the chairpersons may wish to discuss the question of
focused reports. At their ninth neeting, the chairpersons reiterated the view
that in relation to periodic reports there are significant advantages in
seeki ng ways by which to focus the report of each State party on a limted
range of issues, which nmight be identified by each commttee in advance of the
preparation of the report by the State concerned, and decided to revert to
this matter at their tenth neeting.

The chairpersons may al so wish to consider how to give effect to their
proposal (see A/ 52/507, para. 51) that occasional sessions be held at the
various United Nations regional offices in light of the specific information
on this matter which the Secretary-Ceneral was requested to make available to
the tenth nmeeting. Information relevant to this proposal is contained in the
report of the Secretary-Ceneral on inproving the effectiveness of the human
rights treaty bodies (HRI/MC/ 1998/4).

At their eighth and ninth neetings, the chairpersons proposed a ngjor
new programe to provide training to interested parties, especially at the
nati onal |evel; recommended that an inventory of such training progranmes be
prepared; recomended exploring the possibility of exploiting el ectronic neans
of providing target audiences with training materials and information; and
suggested that technical briefings be arranged for treaty body members (see
A/ 52/ 507, paras. 47-48; ninth neeting report A/ 53/125, paras. 37-39). The
chai rpersons will be briefed by the secretariat on devel opments in these
ar eas.

The chai rpersons al so requested that sanple dossiers be conpiled of the
press coverage of the various treaty bodies so that the treaty bodi es m ght
gain a better appreciation of what was invol ved and what coul d be achieved
(see A/ 52/507, para. 70). Such dossiers, prepared by the United Nations
Information Service, will be nade avail able to the chairpersons.

The chairpersons will also have before themthe report of the
Secretary-General on the status of the international human rights instrunments
and the general situation of overdue reports (HRI/MJ 1998/5) and
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General Assenbly resolution 52/118 on effective inplenmentation of
i nternational instrunments on human rights, including reporting obligations
under international instrunents on human rights.

Item8. Servicing of the treaty bodies

At their eighth and ninth neetings, the chairpersons expressed their
concern at the inadequate staffing situation and placed particul ar enphasis

upon the backlog in processing comuni cations. The chairpersons will be
briefed by the Ofice of the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights on plans to
renedy the situation. In this context, the chairpersons may wi sh to review

the Plans of Action to strengthen the inplenentation of the Convention on the
Ri ghts of the Child and the International Covenant on Economi c, Social and
Cultural Rights. 1In addition to the information contained in the report of
the Secretary-General (HRI/MJ 1998/4), the chairpersons will be briefed by the
O fice of the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights on the inplenentation of the
two Pl ans.

In addition, the chairpersons will have before thema draft G obal Plan
of Action (HRI/MZ/ 1998/ M sc.1) to strengthen the inplenmentation of the
i nternational human rights treaties, prepared by the H gh Comm ssioner for
Human Rights in consultation with the chairpersons of the eighth and
ninth meetings of chairpersons pursuant to a recomendati on contained in the
report of the ninth neeting. The draft G obal Plan of Action addresses the
support requirenents of the five Geneva-based treaty nonitoring bodies.

ltem 9. Reservations to the hunan rights treaties

The chairpersons may wi sh to continue their discussion of the
prelim nary concl usions adopted by the International Law Comrission at its
forty-seventh session relating to reservations to nornative multilatera
treaties, including human rights treaties. The views of the chairpersons have
been solicited by the Chairperson of the forty-ninth session of the
I nternational Law Comm ssion and its Special Rapporteur on reservations to
treaties, as well as by the Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities. The chairpersons will have before them those
prelimnary conclusions, as well as resolution 1997/41 of the Sub-Comm ssion

ltem 10. Gender perspectives in the work of the treaty bodies

At their eighth neeting, the chairpersons invited the Division for the
Advancenent of Wonen of the Secretariat to prepare a background paper
anal ysi ng what the various treaty bodi es had done, and should do, in
i ntegrating gender perspectives into their work. The chairpersons may w sh to
di scuss that background paper under this agenda item (HRI/ M 1998/ 6).

Item 11. Assistance to small devel oping States

The chai rpersons recommended at their ninth neeting that ways be
explored to enable treaty bodies to exami ne reports by small devel oping States
by means of a videoconference |link between the comittee room and the nationa
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capital. They requested that a report on this possibility be sought fromthe
appropriate Secretariat service for their tenth meeting. That report will be

made avail able in docunent HRI/MZ 1998/ M sc. 2

ltem 12. I nformati on technol ogy

The chairpersons at their eighth neeting warmy wel coned the rapid
devel opnent over the past year of the Website of the Ofice of the High
Commi ssi oner for Human Ri ghts and urged the H gh Comm ssioner to attach high
priority to the further devel opnment of this resource. Advances have conti nued
to be made in relation not only to the Website but also to other information
technol ogy systens in the Ofice of the Hi gh Conm ssioner. They also called
for the Manual on Human Rights Reporting to be nade avail able on the Wbsite.
Information is contained in the report of the Secretary-Genera
(HRI/MC/ 1998/ 4) and a briefing will be provided by the secretariat on the
i mprovenents envisioned for the com ng year

Item 13. Adoption of report

At the end of the neeting, the chairpersons will adopt a report on their
meeti ng, including conclusions and recommendati ons, which will be submitted to
the General Assenbly at its fifty-fourth session



