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Pernettez-noi tout d abord de vous souhaiter |a bienvenue au Pal ais des

Mat i ons.

Je suis en effet heureux et honoré, au nomde |'Ofice des Mations Unies a
Genéve et du Centre pour les droits de |'home, d' ouvrir cette Consultation
qui nous réunit aujourd hui avant de participer aux délibérations dont elle

sera |le cadre.

La Commission des droits de |'home, de nénme que le secrétariat, attendent
beaucoup de cette Consultation, conmme vous tous ici rassenblés. Le droit au
dével oppenent est en effet: au carrefour de deux thénes d'inportance nmjeure au
niveau international : celui de la pronotion et de la protection des droits de
I"home, et celui de la réalisation du dével oppenment. économ que et soci al
Il est en effet de notre devoir de fornuler aujourd hui les propositions
spéci fiques qui pernettront de concrétiser ces deux exigences vitales sur la
base d'une nmise en oeuvre effective de la Déclaration sur le droit au

dével oppenent .

Je souhaite saisir cette occasion pour vous faire part briévenment des
rai sons de cette Consultation et de son objectif; pour rappeler |es nornes
i nternational es applicables en natiére de droits de |'homme, les récents
rapports établis sur ces questions par nos experts indépendants, ainsi que
certaines résolutions énanant des organes des Nations Unies participant a

|"action en faveur des droits de |'honmme.

Mais je souhaite égal ement faire référence aux discussions actuellenent en

cours sur le respect et la mise en application de nos normes en nati ére de



droits de |'homme, et tout particuliérenment du droit au dével oppenent, ains
qu au rdle du Centre pour les droits de |'honmme en coopération avec certains
autres organes et agences du systéne des Nations Unies, au noyen d' un systéne
d' éducation et d' infornmation approprié, et dans le sens d une reconnai ssance

et d un respect des nultiples aspects du droit au dével oppenent au sein des

diverses activités de |'Organisation.

Afin de nener a terne la mission qui lui est confiée en natiére de
pronotion et de protection des droits de |'homre, le Centre pour les droits de
I homme a défini une approche triangulaire dont les trois élénents
constitutifs sont |'élaboration de nornes internationales, |'application de
ces nornmes, enfin |'information relative & leur contenu et aux mécani smes
établis afin de les faire respecter, c' est a dire le processus de

| egislation, ms en oeuvre et information.

En matiére de droit au dével oppenent, les nornes existent d ores et déja.
Elles sont fornul ées dans la Déclaration sur le droit au dével oppenent

conpl étée par divers autres instrunents.

Nous nous trouvons donc dans |a seconde phase, a laquelle peut déja étre
intégrée la troisiéenme étape du processus : a savoir la mse en oeuvre du droit
au dével oppenent au noyen de procédures spécifiques d application, par le
biais d une coordination et d' une coopération appropri ée avec les divers
gouvernments et organi sations concernés, et sur |la base d un programme adéquat

dinformation et autres services consultatifs.
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La Déclaration de 1986 sur le Droit au dével opperment nous donne pl.usi eurs
indications quant a |a maniere d' assurer un respect véritable de ce droit.
Parm elles figurent le plein respect des droits de |'homme a tous niveaux, et
| a coopération bilatérale et nultilatérale requise dans cette perspective : la
Décl aration ne prévoit cependant pas les instruments spécifiques requis a

cette fin.

Nous avons, quant a nous, recu pour nission de travailler égal enent a

|' él aboration de ces procédures d' application

Par sa résolution 41/120 du 4 décenbre 1986, établissant |es bases de
' élaboration d instrunents internationaux en nmatiere de droits de |'honme,
| ' Assenbl ée GEnéral e a demandé que notre régl enentati on s' appuie sur des
droits et obligations bien définissables et pouvant, concretenent étre ms en
prati que au noyen de nécani smes efficaces et réalistes, incluant des systenes

de rapports.

At the outset | believe it inportant for us to reflect a nonent on what we
nmean by the right to devel opment as a human right. The Declaration on the
Rght to Developnent in its preanbl e describes devel opnent as a conprehensive
economc, social, cultural and political process, that ains at the constant
i nprovenent of the well-being of the entire popul ation and of all individuals
on the basis of their active, free and nmeaningful participation in deyelopnent
and in the fair distribution of benefits resulting therefrom First we nust
note that devel oprment in the sense of the Declaration is much nore than
continued increases in the |eading economc indicators. Developnent is a nany

faceted concept whi ch enconpasses the whol e hunan being in all the aspects of



ner or his basic rights -~ be they economc, social or cultural or civil and
political and attenpts to do so in the context w thin which the individual
must live. Devel opment neans real respect for all the individual's human
rights and the basic rights of the bonnunity to which she or he belongs and
the access to the necessary resources for growh. Developnent is relevant to
all individuals, whether they live in countries economically favoured or in

devel opi ng countries.

The Commission on Human Rights, by Resolution 1989/45 subsequently
approved by the Econom ¢ and Social Council, has therefore convened this
G obal Consultation on the Realization of the Right to Devel opment as a Human
Right for good reasons. The Commission resolution has established the mandate
of the Consultation along these lines, nanely "to focus on the fundamenta
probl ems posed by the inplementation of the Declaration, the criteria which
mght be used to identify progress, and mechanisns for evaluating and
stimlating such progress”. The resolution goes on to request that the right
to devel opnent be fully integrated with other human rights in the Wrld Public
I nformation Canpaign for Human Rights and in the programme of activities of
the Advisory Services and Technical Assistance Section of the Centre. The
resol ution also recognizes "the need for a continuing eval uation mechani sm so
as to ensure the pronotion, encouragenment and reinforcement of the principles

contai ned" in the Declaration

The report of the Consultation will be submtted to the forty-sixth
session of the Conm ssion which starts already at the end of this nonth. Wth
your participation, experts with relevant experience gained at the nationa

level and representatives of the United Mations system including the



Secretariat, the specialized agencies and other bodies involved, regional

i ntergovernnental organizations and interested non--governnental organizations,
especially those active in devel opment and human rights, together with thé
present representatives of Governnents, it is our hope that the Consultation
will produce a report with conclusions and recomrendations in which the
Commission will find concrete elenents for the necessary inplenentation

measur es.

The human rights instrument which forms the basis for our current work is
a unique one, the Declaration on the Right to Devel opnent which was adopted by
the General Assembly in 1986. | amcertain that you &e all thoroughly
famliar with this text and that there is no need for me to go through its
individual articles. Let me nevertheless restate some of its crucial
conponents. The Declaration establishes the right to devel opnent as an
i nal i enabl e human right with the human being as the central subject of the
right. Furthermore, the Declaration provides that all the aspects of the
right to devel opment set forth in the Declaration are indivisible and
i nterdependent and this includes expressly civil, political, econonmic, social
and cultural rights. And finally the text reaffirms the duty of States and of
the international comunity to cooperate in ensuring devel opment and in

elimnating obstacles to devel opnment.

Al of these standards relating to the right to devel opment as a human
right can and should also be read and interpreted in conjunction with a nunber
of other standards. The foundation of our work in this field dates back to

the Charter of the United Mations and the whole idea of the intertw ned



relationship between civil and political rights and economc, social and
cultural rights energes already fromthe Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. The reference in the 1986 Declaration to the indivisibility and
i nterdependence of all rights is therefore nmore of a confirmation than
innovation. Additional provisions come to mnd quickly as especially

relevant. | will mention a few

Article 28 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights establishes:
"Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights
and freedons set forth in this Declaration can be fully realized." And as I.
just stated, the Universal Declaration provides for a wide range of civil
cultural, economc, political and social rights which thus have to be realized
for the desirable order to cone into being. As an exanple, one can nention
Article 2b of the Universal Declaration which states that everyone has the
right to a standard of living adequate for their health and well-being,
including food, clothing, housing and nedical care and necessary social
services, as well as the right to security when lack of |ivelihood occurs
beyond one's control. The right to an adequate standard of living is also
laid down in Article 11 of the International Covenant on Economc, Social and

Cultural Rights.

The two International Covenants on Human Rights, referring to the
Universal Declaration in their preanbles, state that "the ideal of free human
beings enjoying freedom from fear and want can only be achieved if conditions
are created whereby everyone may enjoy" his or her human rights. The two
Covenants also set forth in Article 1 the rights of peoples concerning

self-determination and natural wealth and resources.



Several other instrunments have a special bearing on the right to
devel opment as a human right, such as the Proclamation of Tehran adopted at
the International Conference on Human R ghts at Tehran in 1968; the
Decl arati on on Social Progress and Devel opment proclained by the Ceneral
Assenbly in 1969; and the Universal Declaration on the Eradication of Hunger

and Malnutrition adopted by the Wrld Food Conference in 1974 and endorsed by

the CGeneral Assenbly the sane year.

One could continue this listing of international human rights standards,
applicable to the theme of our Consultation. Yet one conclusion energes,
namely that our instruments spell out standards which oblige Governments and
i nternational organizations to respect the right to devel opnment as a hunan
right, with all of its conponents and all other human rights in the process,
and to create the conditions necessary for the realization of these rights.

W do therefore have a solid normative basis for noving on to inplenmentation.

Two Speci al Rapporteurs of the Sub—€omm ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities have in recent years been

entrusted with studies which touch upon the issues before us.

In 1983, M. Raul Ferrero subnitted his final report on "The New
International Economic Order and the Protection of Human Ri ghts" to the
Sub- Conmi ssion. M. Ferrero, as you will see in his study which is avail able
as a blue cover publication, devotes entire chapters to the link between

devel opnent, econom ¢ issues and human rights.

By decision 1989/103, the Conmm ssion on Human Ri ghts approved the



appoi ntnent of M. Danilo Turk as Special Rapporteur of the Sub-Conm ssion on
a study of the problens policies and progressive nmeasures relating to the nore
effective realization of economc, social and cultural rights. This sumer,

at the latest session of the Sub-Commi ssion, the Special Rapporteur submtted
to it his first prelimnary repoft. The report is available in docunent

E/ A\l.4/Sub.2/1989/19 and, because it is very nuch up-to-date on the contents
of the human rights discourse in this field, you will definitely find it
worthwhile to take a close look at it and |I hope that M. Turk who is with us

here will elaborate further on his prelimnary findings.

Fromthe report, it emerges that the problem of poverty does not take
pl ace in an econom c vacuum and that it constitutes a part of broader
soci o--economic realities and that the econom c position of heavily indebted
devel opi ng countries facing problens of structural adjustnent is anong the
phenonena whi ch generate the npst adverse effects on the realization of
econom ¢, social and cultural rights. As regards the realization of these
rights at the national |evel, the study should focus on two questions: extrene
poverty and the effects of structural adjustment policies. At the |evel of
international cooperation, it proposes to look at questions relating to the
future work of the specialized agencies (1LO FAQ UNESCO and WHO) which
operate in these areas and questions relating to the inpact of the activities
of international financial institutions (IM- and |IBRD) on the realization of

these sane rights.

In addition to these standards and reports which |I have now enunerat ed,
several resolutions of the Comm ssion adopted at its latest session are al so

related to our assignnent and | draw your attention to them in particular

t hose on:
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"Human rights and extrene poverty"f

"Real i zati on of economc, social and cultural rights”

"Question of the realization in all countries of the econom c, social
and cultural rights contained in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and in the International Covenant on Econom c, Social and
Cultural Rights, and study of special problens which the devel opi ng
countries face in their efforts to achieve these human rights”;

"Popul ar participation in its various forms as an inportant factor in
devel opment and the full realization of all human rights"; and

"Foreign debt, econom c adjustnent policies and their effects on the
full enjoynment of human rights and, in particular, on the inplenmentation

of the Declaration on the R ght to Devel opnent”

Finally, before concluding ny renmarks about the standards and the current
el aboration on these, | would also like to stress that when tal king about real
or potential obstacles to the realization of the right to devel opnment and of
all other human rights, such as external debts and expenditures on arns, we
are facing obstacl es whose renoval may well be necessary for the ful
i mpl ementation of human rights. This understanding is acknow edged in severa
of our treaties and declarations and reaffirned in a nunber of resolutions
Nevert hel ess, we nust be careful not to raise our expectations of the human
rights programme too high in order to avoid m sunderstandi ngs and
di sappointments. It is fair and realistic to require us to set the sfandards,
to inplenent them through human rights procedures and to spread the word about
them but we are not in a position in this forumto rewite internationa

econom ¢ policies and laws. Instead, we can and we should ensure that those
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organi zati ons which are so enpowered take human rights fully into account when

formul ating, carrying out and evaluating their progranmes.

Conversely, as it might be in’pfudent for human rights specialists to
suggest specific, technical nmechanisns for reaching economc and social goals
so too nmight it be inprudent for experts in economcs or international finance
for exanple, to try to develop nornms for the respect for the basic rights of
t he human person. For nore than 40 years the international conmunity has
devel oped through painstaking effort standards protecting basic human rights
whi ch are and should renain the fundamental rules of the international

comunity in whatever donain of operation.

Havi ng dwelt on the background and purpose of the Consultation and on the
standards, | now cone to the last aspect of ny introductory remarks and the
very topic of our neeting : inplenentation. This aspect is of course closely
intertwined with ny other observations and we can and we should draw on the
nmany ideas pronulgated in the various instrunents, resolutions and reports of
the Special Rapporteurs. The sanme is true for other available sources as far

as the ideas are concerned.

As previously stated, followi ng the proclanation of the Declaration of the
Ri ght to Devel opnent, the Working G oup of Governnental Experts on this topic
continued its sessions with the nandate of |ooking for concrete neasures for
enhancing and realizing the right. The latest report of the Wrking G oup,
contai ned in docunent E/CN.4/1989/10, was before this year's session of the
Conmi ssion which in turn, by Resolution 1989/45, requested the

Secretary-General to transmit a questionnaire to all the interested parti es,
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inclucling CGovernnents and intergovernnmental and non-governnenta

organi zations, in order to elicit fromthem additional, updated and nore
specific views on the subject of the inplenmentation and further enhancement of
the Declaration. The replies which we have received are available to you for

consul tati on.

The coordinating role of the Centre for Human R ghts should al so be seen
anong the inplenentation possibilities. This is a clearly established
assi gnnment of ours, | can in that connection refer to Conm ssion on Human
Ri ghts Resolution 1989/54 with that very title. |In operative paragraph 1 of
that resolution, the Conm ssion expresses its support for the efforts of the
Secretary-General to enhance the role and inmportance of the Centre as a
coordinating unit in the system of bodies dealing with the pronotion and
protection of human rights. This role constitutes a rapidly growi ng sector of
the human rights programme, and it is still expanding. The inplenentation and
enhancenent of the right to devel opnent as a human right is obviously part and

parcel of this task assigned to us.

Accordingly, in an introductory statenent to the General Assenbly in
Novenber of last year, | infornmed the Assenbly about the Centre's activities
in regard to the right to development. | outlined the resolutions of the
Conmi ssion and the purpose of our Consultation, both of which I have already
mentioned. As to the Consultation, | expressed the hope that it will have a
significant influence on the future activities of the United Nations in the
field of devel opment, including the Special Session of the CGeneral Assenbly on
I nternational Econom c Cooperation scheduled for April 1990, the preparation

of the International Devel opment Strategy for the Fourth United Nations
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Devel opment Decade, the 1990 Conference on Least-Devel oped Countries, UMITAD
VIII in 1991, and the proposed 1992 Conference on the Environment and

Devel opnent .

In connection with the ongoing consideration of a new Devel opnent Strategy
for the Fourth United Nations ngelopnnent Decade, | further referred to a
recent statenent of mne to a joint neeting of the ACC and the CPC, nanely the
Adm nistrative Committee on Coordination and the Conmittee on Programes and
Coordi nation, which are the nmajor coordinating organs of the United Mations
system | pointed out to the Assenbly that | had drawn the attention of ACC

and CPC to the crucial human rights dinension of the devel opnment strategy and

stated:

"To reflect human rights elenents in our conceptual and strategic planning
on development will help ensure that the strategy is truly relevant to the
1990s and that the citizens of the world find in the United Mations work a
reflection of their real preoccupations and goals. The enjoyment of hunan
rights will constitute an essential elenment in evaluating socio-econonic
perspectives for the future. Factors such as the ratification of basic human
rights instruments and the degree of respect for such basic, human rights as
freedomfromracial discrimnation, access to food, health, education, the
right to participate in decision-nmaking, and the freedomto think and express
oneself freely, will have to be taken into account in considering the

realization of devel opnent objectives.”

Last April, | had another opportunity to address the ACC, and to enphasize

the inportant role of information and education with regard to human rights in
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general and the right to devel opment in particular. | explained that, in the
context of the work and functions perforned by the Centre for Human Ri ghts,
informati on was used in the broadest and nost conprehensive sense and neant
awar eness, know edge, consciousness, teaching and education as to the

exi stence of rights and the willingness and ability to claimthemand to seek
their preval ence and vindication. To this end, with ample space for

coordi nation activities under the |eadership of the Centre, the Wrld Public

I nformati on Canpai gn for Human Rights had been |aunched and was gai ni ng
monmentum  This was also true, | said, for the activities of the Programe of
Advi sory Services and Techni cal Assistance adnministered by the Centre and
conprising expert advice, semnars, training courses, and fellowship
programmes. Needless to say, since April, these activities of the Centre have
been further strengthened and expanded and it is our intention to continue on
that path, not the least in cooperation with the correspondi ng and appropriate

United Mations departnents and agencies, such as UNDP, UN CEF <ad UNESCO

| would like to take this opportunity to nention the encouragi ng exanpl e
set by UNICEF in their pronotion of the new Convention on the R ghts of the
Child and their incorporation in this conventional text in their progranmes.
What we need, anong all the other envisaged projects, is nore devel opment
organi zations following this exanple in an active and constructive way.

I would also like to refer to a recent letter-jointly signed by M. Draper,
the ftdmi nistrator of UNDP, and nyself addressed to UNDP Resi dent
Representatives outlining inter alia the new priorities of the Centre for
Human Rights and the possibilities available to Governments upon request for
techni cal assistance in the field of human rights. The letter also called on

UNDP reseident representatives to offer suggestions and advice with respect to
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possi ble fornms of cooperation concerning on-going UNDP projects having a hunman
rights dinension or new projects related to hunman rights issues in response to

a specific Governnment's request.

This introduction has focused on the human rights side of the right to
devel opnent enterprise, but we nust also relate the rights to the realities of
the devel oping world. The whole issue of devel opnent in the broad sense
touches upon a variety of activities of the United Nations system and we nust
find ways of enploying the human rights standards and inplenentati on nmachinery
to confront and overcome nmlnutrition, extreme poverty, deaths of infant
children, lack of education and vocational training and the long list of other
problens. Al the universal human rights standards on our books, in a unified
approach, including self-deternination, denocratization and popul ar
participation, including civil, cultural, economc, political and socia
rights, need to be enphasized in devel opnent. Better standards of life in

| arger freedonms is our goal

The Charter's objective of pronoting better standards of life in larger
freedons is equally applicable to the national and international |evels and
includes a certain and definite obligation of social justice. Here, we are
wel | advised to remenber the first article of the Universal Declaration of
Human Ri ghts which reads: "A | hunman beings are born free and equal in
dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and should
act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.” Ue do have a duty to our
brothers - both within our nations and internationally - and the pronotion of
the right to devel opnent as a hunman right will certainly prove in the future

an inportant tool for that purpose
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Devel oprnent projects which are structured in a way that pronotes human
dignity can, | amfirmly convinced, have inportant inpacts on other aspects of
our human rights programme. Projects which, through the participation and
i nvol verent of persons from the weaker or poorer sectors of society can
strengthen the dignity of those individuals and increase respect for themin
the eyes of others which nay well prove to be an inportant factor in reducing
various types of human rights abuses, in particular at the hands of the

authorities or of stronger sectors of society.

The international human rights community is showing an increasing
determ nation to incorporate human rights into the process of devel opment. It
is our anticipation that the results of the Consultation will prove inportant
for the continued consideration of issues related to devel opnment and human
rights by the United Mations human rights and devel opnent policy--naki ng and
operational organs, thus bringing us closer to the goal of finding realistic
neans of inplenenting the right to devel opment within and through the hunan

rights programe.

Ladi es and gentl| enen,

We are gathering here not to adopt resolutions or communi qués or to
apportion the blane. The objective of our neeting is to gain a better
under standing of the crucial issues of hunman rights and devel opment in their
close interrelationship and to determne what the United Nations can do to
pronote them As we benefit fromthe presence of international experts from
various fields who will introduce the main subjects, | truly hope that

participants will interact with them through lively discussions
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The structure we have chosen for the G obal Consultation will assist us in
achi eving our objectives, of identifying the problens involved in the
i mpl erent ati on of the Declaration,hof identifying criteria which can indicate
progress towards the realization of the right to devel opnment and to suggest
possi bl e mechani snms for evaluating and stinulating the inplenmentation of the

Decl ar ati on.
W begin this norning with this exchange of views on gl obal perspectives
and new policy directions on devel opnment and human rights. W have at this

tabl e outstanding experts whose experience and thoughtful ness will be an

important elenment in providing the franework for this week's discussions

Thank You

« 0Qo-





