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For the past thirty years, Africa has been liberating itself from
coloni alism inperial domnationand- exploitation. That struggle has
just witnessed another victory with the i minent attai nment of
political i ndepéndénce'" and sel f-det er mi nati on by the peopl es of

Nam bia. The struggle for the liberation of South Africa counti nues.

Over Ithe past three decades and nore, there have been gross viol at.i ons
of peopl es fundanmental rights and basic freedons and denial of justice
invarious parts of the African continent. The social and economc
conditions of the African have not only remai ned stagnant but have in
recent years becone worse and regressive.

In an effort to stemthese violations, and to arrest further deterioration
of the situation, African States adopted in 1981 the African Charter

on Hunman and Peopl es’ R ghts under which they made a sol erm undert aki ng
to achieve the total liberation of Africa, to guarantee the full dignity
and freedons of the African peopl es,to elinmnate col onialism neo-
colonialism apartheid, and all forns of discrimnation, and to pronote

- and guar ant ee the independence of the judiciary.

Despite this sol etm undertaki ng, the peoples of Africa continue to suffer
daily fromviolations of their fundamental rights and basic freedons

as well as discrimnation-andinhuman treatnment in all forns and ram -
fications. The judiciaries in some African countries have becone
instruments of repression and the independence and integrity of the
judiciary have been greatly underm ned.
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We, the jurists and human rights advocates participating in the Sem nar
on the Judiciary and Himan R ghts in Africa organized in Banjul, The
Ganbia, from13th - 17th Novenber, 1989, by the African Association

of International Law in co-operation with the African Conmission on
Human and Peoples R ghts and the African Centre for Denocracy and
Human R ghts Studies, Banjul.

Firmy believe that the tine has cone for the African continent to
devel op a culture of respect for human rights, human dignity, hunmare treat-
ment of all hunan beings, as well as the principles of denocracy.

VW hereby issue this solemn Appeal to all African States and Peopl es:

1. To take appropriate neasUres to denocratize the national polity
and institutions as a pre-condition and fundamental basis for the
full enjoynent of the civil, political, socio-economc and cul tura
rights enbodied in the African Charter on Hunman and Peoples Rights.

2. To take appropriate measures to proﬁote and rai se the level of
consci ousness of the African peoples as a pre-requisite to their under-
standing and appreciation of their fundanental rights and basic freedons;
and to disseninaté-jnfornﬁtion on-human rights within the national
societies and introduce and encourage the teaching of hunan rights
at the various |levels of the educational and professional systens.

3. In the pronotion and protection of human rights, special attention
shoul d be paid by States, public authorities and bodi es, and Non-
Government Organi zations to the situation of wonen, the children, the
aged, and other di sadvantaged groups within the society.

4. Since the independence and effectiveness of the judiciary at the
nuni ci pal level is. apre-condition to he effective guarantee of
human rights, all African States shoul d take appropriate neasures
to guarantee the absol ute i ndependence and integrity of the Judiciary
and observe the principles and gui delines for the independence of the
Judi ci ary adopted by the General Assenbly of the Uhited Nations. States
shoul d al so desist in the use of extra-judicial tribunals which under-
mned the rol e, independence, and integrity of the Judiciary.



10.

11.

12.

- 3 -

Access to the courts and other judicial and I egal bodies is a vital
conponent in the guarantee of the fundanental rights of the African
peopl es. Adequate | egal aid should therefore be nade available to
the poor and under-privileged in every society in order to guarantee
their right to fair treatment and justi ce.

To introduce neasures and encourage the creation and effective

functioning of independent bodi es, and non- Gvernnental organi sations

for the promotion and protection of human rights at the national,
regi onal, and sub-regional |evels.

To take appropri ate neasures to ensure that every African knows of the
exi stence of the African Charter on Human and Peoples' R ghts, its
provi sions and stipulations, and the roles and functions of the

Afri can Commi ssion on Human and Peopl es’ R ghts.

To ensure the independence and autonony of the African Comm ssion on
Human and Peopl es Rights, and take appropriate neasures to give all
material, hunman and financial resources to the Comm ssi onto‘enabl eit
di scharge its responsibilities effectively.

To guarantee the protection, well-being and security of refugees,
mgrants and statel ess persons, and to adopt national |egislation and
i nternational conventions as provided under the African Charter on
Human and Peopl es' R ghts to grant asylumto peopl e who escape to
their teritories to avoid persecution by other States.

To adopt effective measures, including nunicipal legislation, to
ensure and guarantee a satisfactory and secure environment favourable
to the devel oprment of their peoples.

In the adoption of economc and social policies, such as Structural
Adj ust ment Programmes, states should have due regard to the need

to protect and guarant ee thsr economc, social, political, and cul tural
rights of their peopl es.

Appeal s to states which have ratified the African Charter on Human
and Peopl es' R ghts to adopt appropriate nunicipal legislation to give
effect to the provisions of the Charter in the national |aws; al so



appeal s tothe. States that have not yet ratified the Charter to do

S0 as soon as.possi bl e.

13.

14.

| mredi at e steps shoul d be taken to pronote, if necessary in colla-
borati on.w th non-Gvernnental bodi es and associ ati ons, the translation
into African | anguages and the di ssemnation as w dely as possible

of the African Charter on Hunman and Peopl es' Rights.

Appeal s t o non- Gover nent al or gani zati ons and associ ations as well as
vol untaryagencies to be nore actively involved in the di ssemnation
of information on the African Charter on Human and Peopl es' R ghts,
and in ensuring its pronotion and i rfpl ement at | on.

BANDUL, 17TH NOVEMBER 1989



